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Vofi- 1. 



> PIJpSPECTUS OF THE NATIONAL 
RjEPORMBH, 

6e published in Philadelphia by the Board 

of Mmagm vf (he jJmerwtn Moral R c ~ 
'mv/i Society} Wm. Winpjpim, AVi/or. 
pur object in establishing the National 
informer is to disseminate the principles, 
gnd m.-^uivs of die Jlmerictm Moral Re- 
for, * v., it.-,,, i', M . ii„. want of an organ, 
dfiv..i.-d (mv.imv-Iv to ilui support of ihe doc- 
Iriipw wr mmnlain, our objects have been 
feft>:-s!y miMii.d.'rsiood. Wo do not lay claim 
■0 ilic establishment of any new principles, 
But ni,|y advocate the practical fulfilment and 
■jniv. i>al application of those that are already 
fcc!iii<!\vledurMl by the friends of equal rights 
■ami hupanial justice. We do no t enter the 
Kren: a^.iifist any periodical, whose princi- 
■| es "I moral rii>ht are based on republican 
■quality. W u dusiirn to occupy a sphere in 
■he moral reformation of (his age and country, 
Bat ha* bur partially claimed the attention of 
Biose that have preceded us. So far as our 
Bruits will permit, we shall endeavor lo give 
ft vigorous support to the cause of human 
■ghis. 

■The size of the National Reformer will 
fteeixucii \>:w<>*. royal octavo, and published 
fttoii'hiv. at £1 .00 a year in advance ; six co- 
ties Co i *:>,[)[). 
■Bl communications should be addressed, 
post [■ ;!>;, to J.uin I*. liciMi, chairman of the 
board, 1 13 South Fifth street. 

Jouv B. Roberts has been appointed gene- 
ral ai" iit of the Society, and is fully author- 
ized to lecture and form auxiliaries, to collect 
funds in nid of the .Society's operations and 
{subscriptions for the Reformer* 



ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 
Ftlhw CUizfns, — In presenting to you our 
H s for the establishment of a new periodi- 
pal, dcvoii'd to the interests of the oppress- 
ed, a "decent respect for puhlic opinion" 
eqiiircs us to distinctly stale the motives 
hat iriipel us io the undertaking. We are 
now in the incipient stagsof a great moral 
revolution, thai is undermining creeds, ab- 
hioilaLing customs, dethroning empires, and 
governments that have been reared in iniquity, 
mi establishing others in their stead, on the 
broad elementary principles of righteousness, 

I 



justice, aud humanity. To aid in forming this 
noble superstrucLurc for the glory of earth; 
and honor of heaven, it is the duly of ail 
cheerfully to participate. 

The reigning spiritof conquest, throughout 
the world in past ages, have been formed in 
enmity, pursued in hatred, inflamed by pas- 
sion, ami consummated in blood. The present 
contest will be for the triumph of just princi- 
ples, and the dominion of reason. The wea- 
pons will bo untarnished truth — the panoply 
love, and the spirit peace. The superiority- 
of moral over physical force, — and inldkc- 
tital power over brutal sagacity, will be 
plainly demonstrated to the most obtuse 
vision. The principles of liberty, and the right 
of all men to enjoy an equal protection under 
the governments they live, will be fairly can- 
vassed. 

Our country stand* eminenlly renowned 
for her many virtues, while she is over- 
shadowed by bold and daring vices. The 
people of this nation have been born heir's to 
a 44 freedom and happiness" they have never 
enjoyed, because the spirit of despotism, has 
willed it otherwise. To overthrow this ene- 
my of humanity, and transplant the**' spirit of 
die pilgrim fathers, will be to bestow true 
glory, honor, wealth, and renown on our na- 
tion's character. This achievement is in- 
tended for the happiness of all — then let all 
come to the rescue. 

The diligent observer already sees that the 
seed of this great revolution is already thrown ■ 
broadcast, on the waves of lime — the spirit of 
conquest is on the wings of the wind. Chris- 
tianity is no longer confined to local domains, 
but has erected her standard for the subjuga- 
tion of the world, throughout the immaculate 
space of its author. Moral power stretches 
itself beyond state lines and continental 
boundaries, and aims at circumnavigating the 
globe. Governments and institutions are but 
the offspring of the human mind, and the 
creatures of society, and will become purified 
and regulated by the Christian and moral 
power of the country in which they exist. 
The subject of rights and duties, will "* 
claim our especial attention. 

We maintain lhatio//* are original bequests 
of God to man, antecedent to the formation 
of human governments ; and cannot bei-iua/i- 
dated by them ; nor can we be deprived of 
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■their benefits, without the exercise of human 
Jpowcr being directed agaiijst ihe decrees of 
line Almighty. Therefore, when oar rig/its 
■are invaded by human governments; earthly 
•tribunals, penal codes and enactment?, we 
I mill appeal lo ihem to remove the unjustifiable 

■ source cf oppression. If we fail in the at- 
lluinmr: I of our object, we will transfer our 
|spptnl from the governments of earth, lo 
I the government of Heaven— from human 
I rodea to the code of the living (lot! — from 

the arbitration of men lo ihe arbitration 
I of Qtigtht and await the decision of ihe "At.- 
I mighty. We believe this to be strictly in 

accordance with the apostolic injunction of 

■ "obeying the powers that be." 

W e maintain that moral duties are impera- 
tive obligations from man to his MAKER, and 
f to his fellow beings, that cannot be changed 
by worldly expediency or the fiction of cir- 
eumstance. That having descended from one 
'common parent, we should consider ourselves 
■as children of the same family. That in our 
reciprocal duties to each other, we should 
pever be guided by national or complexional 
preferences. That the "heathenish spirit 
of caste," ought at once, now and for 
be abolished ; and that the first and high- 
est impulse of human duty ought to be exert- 
ed in aid of the oppressed. 

Therefore, we believe that the cardinal 
r-rirjciples of our Society, viz., Education, 
Temperance, Economy, and Universal Li- 
bcrfy, if properly carried out, will prove a 
powerful auxiliary in producing this neces- 
sary reformation, on which rests the Chris- 
tian's hope. They are now producing won- 
ders in our country, under distinct and speci- 
fic organizations. They are adhesive virtues, 
find as capable of uniting with each other as 
a like number of seas are of commingling 
llieir waters, and forming one great ocean, 
li this mighty current of philanthropy could 
become united into one living stream, it 
would soon sweep from our country every 
tettige of misery and oppression. And is it 
not as necessary that it should be so, as that 
a single mind should embrace these principles 
alone? Our country is rich with the means 
of lesuscitating her from moral degeneracy. 
She possesses all the elements for her re- 
demption; she has but lo will it, and she is 
*hfk. It is for the support of these princi- 
ples we solicit your patronage. We do not 
for the abandonment of a single enter- 
prise for the promotion of human good. We 
Lope that all may be guided by a zeal 11 ac- 
cording to knowledge" for our country's wel- 
fare, and our nation's honor. 



Philadelphia, August 14," 1S38. 
The Secojid Annual Meeting of the Moral 
Reform Sociefy, was held at the Second 
Presbyterian Church, in St. Mary's street, 

| between Lombard and South, and Sixth and 

( Seventh streets. The Society was organized 
at ten o'clock, A. M. The president, James 
Forten, sen., took the Chair; prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Charles W. Gardner, 
chaplain of the Society. James Forten, jr., 
recording secretary, then read the Constitu- 
tion, and Declaration of Sentiment. The roll 
being called, the delegates and members took 
their seats. The president made some brief 
and appropriate remarks on the subject of 
Moral Reform, together with a touching ap- 
peal to the young men present; remarks were 

also made by a number of the members. After 
which, on motion of J. M'Crummill, it was 
Resolved, That a committee of three be 

appointed to furnish and present to the Society 

such business as would be suitable for their 

consideration and action. 

Whereupon, Messrs. J. C. White, Thomas 

Butler, and J. M'Crummill, were chosen. 
On motion, the meeting adjourned lo meet 

at three o'clock, P. M. 

Tuesday Afternoon, August 14.— Prayer 
by the Rev. Daniel Scott. Constitution read. 
Roll called, and the minutes of the morning 
session read. The secretary then read the 
Second Annual Report of the Society. 



SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE AMERICAN MORAL REFORM SOCIETY. 

jBretXren, and Friends: — The board of 
managers, in presenting their Second Annual 
Report, regret that they have nothing* very 
flattering or encouraging to lay before you. 
In reviewing the past year, we have only to 
lament how little has been done to advance 
the great principles of our Society. Many 
obstacles have impeded our progress; but the 
most formidable have been a want of zeal and 
exertion on our part. We have none of us 
realized, as we ought, the immense importance 
of the work in which we are engaged; we do 
not seek the reformation of our own immediate 
neighborhood only, or even of our slate, Our 
aim is a mighty one; taking as we do so 
elevated a stand, and embracing in our ex- 
pansive benevolence the whole nation, a 
mighty field of labor is before us ; and it be- 
hooves us to ask Ihe important question, 
whether this Convention are ready for this 
gigantic enterprise? and, if so, what they 
will do in furtherance of the work ? The 
board earnestly recommend thai some, defi- 
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Bile plan of operation be laid down, in which j and. as a mailer of course, their want of ex- 

perience in the various duties lo be performed, 
the grent difficulty in procuring funds to carry- 
out their objects, has operated materially 
against them, yet they have suffered none of 
these obstacles lo deter them from lending a 
helping land to the poor and oppressed, and 
they rejoice to say that, with Divine assist- 
ance, they have been made the instruments ol 
placing many of their downtrodden brethren 
beyond the reach of oppression ; and while 
your committee would tender their unfeigned 
thanks to those who have contributed their 
mite towards alleviating the distresses of the 
oppressed, and assure them that the means 
ihey have furnished have been properly ap- 
plied, (as we shall endeavor to show in this 
report,) we must be allowed to state, though 
we much regret it, that our applications for aid 
in this patriotic and philanthropic cause, are 
often rejected with disdain, and your committee 
treated with contempt. They have not, how- 
ever, been deterred from rendering assistance 
to all cases which have come under their 
notice ; none have been refused in the hour of 
need, none have been sent emply away, 
although the funds of the Association have at 
no time, since our organization, been sufficient 
to defray the expenses incurred; consequently, 
the committee haver been largely taxed in 
order to render that aid, without which many 
urgent cases must have been unattended to. 
We are constrained to ma"ke this statement, 
not for the sake of praise, but that you may 
see the necessity of more concert of action 
by the public, that we may be better enabled 
lo carry out the object of our institution, as 
the committee cannot, in future, feel them- 
selves justified in making the same sacrifice 
that they have made the present year. That 

that the committee 



the dilTerent cities, towns, and villages, where 
ever our brethren reside, ma}' lake a part. 
The design is so vast, and seems to require 
action on so large a scale, that many who 
approve our views, yet disheartened at the 
magnitude of the undertaking; and despairing 
of its success, decline lo unite with us. Bin 
should some well arranged and simple plan 
be adopted, in which all can bear a part, ihe 
board have no doubt but that much good 
would result, and the benefits of such associ- 
ations be visible to all men. 

The board also indulge the hope that the 
Convention will devise some method of raising 
funds. Without this powerful auxiliary, all 
our meeting together will be in vain ; your 
recommendations cannot he carried into effect; 
and, however wise and judicious the plans may 
be which you are about to adopt, they will 
come to nought, unless means are furnished 
for carrying them into operation. An agent, 
with a suitable salary, might he profitably en- 
gaged in this city, in promoting the cause of 
temperance, economy, «fcc. among our breth ren, 
especially in those neighborhoods where vice 
and immorality abound. The call on us to 
do something in this way is imperative; if 
people see that we are industriously and un- 
ceasingly striving to elevate ourselves here— 
fearlessly breasting the strong tide of proscrip- 
tion, in hopes that better prospects will attend 
our future path, it will actuate them in other 
places to follow our example, and they will 
be willing to sustain us in this our effort lo 
do good. Having endeavored briefly to point 
out what should be done, the board "considers 
it their duty to lay before you their proceed- 
ings during the past year, (see slatcment 
with the hope that God will still continue lo 
extend his powerful arm over us, that he may 
continue lo smile approvingly upon our exer- 
tions to spread throughout the world the 
'mighty and eternal principles of Moral Reform. 
The statement, (marked 7i. B ) annexed to this 
report, will show the amount of receipts and 
expenditures during the past year. 

In behalf of the hoard of managers of the 
American Moral Reform Society. 

John- P. Burr, Chairman. 



you may not suppose 

have not applied to die public for aid, we beg 

Annual report ok the vigilant com- Ieave to sl3te » lhal we have ma(,e appeals to 
MITTEE OP PHILADELPHIA. the public through the columns of the Na- 

August I, 1838. itional Enquirer, and by other methods; we 
The Vigilant Committee of Philadelphia , have also appointed several agents, but with 



respectfully report, lhal their labors for the 
jjasi year have been abundantly blessed, not- 
withstanding their organization is but new; 



out success- All sympathise with ihe 
oppressed, bul few are found lo extend their 
sympathy so far as to effect their pockets. 
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We do not mean to infer tint the whole mass j to Mr. Corr; this collection, amounted to 
of the professed friends of the oppressed arc $8.03, an d is the largest received from any 
thus indifferent to the calls of suffering ho- source,— the ladies excepted- Totheroweare 
roanity i wc believe that there are many noble greatly indebted for the means of carrying on 



hearts that would haste to the rescue of the 
afflicted and the unfortunate or our rve,— 
many who feel for their brethren in bonds as 
bound with them,— but have had no know- 
ledge of our institutions; the best channel of 
access, to the public is, in a measure, closed 
against us, — namely, the church. We are. 



our benevolent scheme, and to them we still 
look with unshaken confidence for support in 
time of need. From the recent movement of 
the ladies, in forming a society auxiliary to the 
Vigilant Association, we have much to expect, 
knowing, from past experience," that they are 
never found wanting in a good cause,— and 



- e> --• — b"*"* vauac-, — aim 

however, making an effort to gain access.) that what they do, they do with all their 



An opening is already made, — when this is 
thoroughly accomplished, and our claims 
made known to the public from the pulpit, 
we shall, no doubt, rind the greater part of 
the community respond to our call, and your 
committee relieved from the burthen which 
they have so long endured. Upon the public 
depend, in a great measure, whether or not 
our operations shall be conducted with the 
same success which has attended them the 
present year. If your committee are sustain- 
ed, they are still willing to give their money 
and their services, but it is a duly they owe 
themselves to say, that the burthen now laid 
on them they are unable longer to bear. Our 
Association, at the present time numbers 
about thirty persons, and we are plain in say- 
ing that not more than one half of that number 
have contributed over twenty-five cents within 
the year, thus leaving ten or twelve members 
to support the institution. The only church 
collection received by the committee, was 
from the Zoar church, in the Northern 
Liberties; and, although the collection was 
small, it evinced in them a disposition to aid 
the cause; and so much interest is felt by that 
church that they have solicited us to hold 
another meeting. A smalt collection has also 
been received through the hands of Leaven 
Silman, a minister of the Bethel Methodist 
Episcopal Church, contributed by his class. 
We are pleased, also, to acknowledge a col- 
lection from the Mechanic Society, made at 
their annual meeting, and a collection by a 
subscription paper, given by y Qm committee 



might. 

Your committee have the pleasure of an- 
nouncing to the Association and the public, 
that they have rendered assistance to about 
one hundred cases* since the first of August 
last; and here we would do injustice to the 
Female Vigilant Association, did we conceal 
the fact, that since their organization they 
have labored jointly with us in the prosecu- 
lion of our efforts to relieve the distressed. 
Your committee received from various sources 
one hundred and thirty dollars, sixty-five 
cents. With this small sum we have stated 
one hundred cases have been relieved, averag- 
ing 81.30 for each. This statement, to 
some not accustomed to our mode of doing 
business, may seem improbable; and in this 
place it will not, we conceive, be amiss to 
state, that no member of the committee, either 
male or female, have, in any instance, received ' 
any compensation for services rendered, but, 
on the contrary, have given their money and 
their time, besides paying out of their own 
pockets incidental expenses. 

The committee have thought proper to 
observe the anniversary on this day, and have 
selected the Rev. Chas. W. Gardner to de- 
liver an appropriate address, laying lne claimg 
of the Associations, both male and female 
before the public. It remains to be seen 
whether or not Philadelphians will sustain 
the V.gilant Association, and thus contribute 
to restore the bondman to freedom. 

James M'CimMMrr.L, President. 
Jacob C. White, Secretary. 
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* STATEMENT B. 

• Exhibiting the Amount of Receipts and Ex- 
penditures of the Board of Managers for 
the post year, 1S37, and 1838. 

■THE AMERICAN MORAL RKFORM SOCIETY IN AC- 
COUNT WITH THE 110 A it D OK MANAGERS, 

I DR. ' » 

Cash collected, and paid for printing, 

&c. t . SG5 50 

The commitlec appointed to furnish busi- 
I ness for the Society, presented ihc following 
| report, which after a very animated debate 
I was accepted, and laid over for future ac- 
tion. 

REPORT. 

Your committee, appointed at tlie morning 
I session of the American Moral Reform, So- 
I ciety, respectfully report, thai upon mature 
I consideration they deem it unnecessary to 
I call you attention to any new resolutions, be- 
| lieving that all our energies should be direct- 
I ed at the present time to carrying out in the 
I best possible manner the resolutions which 
are now on our published minutes, and which 
have not been carried into effect; we would, 
therefore, call your attention to the minutes 
I of the last meeting of this Society, and sug- 
gest that they be taken up, regularly acted 
I upon, and properly disposed of, before any 
k other business is introduced. 

We are of an opinion that the first thing 
I on the minutes claiming your attention is the 
[ report of William Brewers — see minutes of 
i Tuesday morning, August 15th, 1837, and 
I minutes of Friday, August 18th, 1837. 

Your committee would respectfully submit 
j the following resolution: 

Resolved) That this Society lake imme- 
I diatc measures, for the support of a paper 
j which shall be its organ, and the board be in- 
I fclructed to carry the same into execution. 
J acob C. White, "| 
Thomas Butler, J- Committee. 
James McCroimill, J 

On motion of Stephen H. Gloucester, it was 
Resolved, That the Titles of the Third An- 
nual Convention be adopted as the rules of the 
present session. 

Several interesting communications from 
Gettysburg, Cumberland, Cincinnati, Bos- 
ton, and Poughkeepsie, were read to the 
meeting ; and on motion of James For- 
tefli jr., were received. As the report of 
the business committee called for the consid- 
eration of the resolutions under August 1 5th, 
1637, it was again brought up, and continued 
to be discussed with much interest, hy 
Messrs, White, Gloucester, Whipper, Har- 



ris, and others; the Society still being unwil- 
ling to receive it, it was again laid over. 

On motion of S. II- Gloucester, and se- 
conded J. Forten, jr. f it was 

Resolved, That a committee of ways and 
means be appointed to take into considera- 
tion the propriety of procuring an agent, to. 
raise funds to aid the objects of this Society. 
The following persons were appointed that 
committee: James Bird, S. II. Gloucester, 
William Whipper, Edward Ellesby, and An- 
drew Harris. 

Adjourned to meet at 10 o'clock, Wednesday 
morning. 

Tf'ednesday morning, August 15. — The 
meeting was called to order. Prayer by the 
Rev. C. W; Gardner. James Bird, on behaJf 
of the committee of ways and means, asked 
leave for further indulgence, until the after- 
noon. 

The resolution reported by the committee 
on business, relative to the support of a press, 
which shall be the organ of this Society, after 
being ably supported by Messrs. White and 
McCrummill, was unanimously adopted. Af- 
ter several speeches from many of the mem- 
bers and delegates, in relation to the business - 
then before the Society, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be ap- 
pointed to co-operate with the board, for the 
purpose of carrying the last resolution into 
effect. Messrs. White, Bias, and Purvis, 
were appointed the committee. 

Wednesday after noon t August 15.— Prayer 
by Mr. Andrew Harris. The president in 
the chair. 

The committee on ways and means, then 
presented their 

REPORT. 

The committee appointed to prepare some- 
thing for the action of the Society, present 
the following resolutions for your action, viz.: 

Resolved, That a general agent be appoint- 
ed to travel, lecture, and form Societies; and 
impress upon parents the importance of 
educating their children, collect funds, and 
carry out the principles of the Society. 

Resolved, That in order to secure the la* 
bors of such an agent forthwith, the members 
of this Society pay a sum not less than twelve 
and a half cents, in addition to annual contri- 
bution. 

Resolved, That we recommend that the la- 
bors of the agent be, for the present, confined 
to tli is city. 

Rr.solved, That the city be divided into 
districts by the board, and each family be 
called upon for aid, the sum required not to 
exceed two cents per week. 
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Resolved ,T\ni the control of the moneys, and 
the dircciiou of the general agent, be confided 
to ike boaFd of managers ; also thai the board 
have power to remove the said agent if they 
see fit, and supply the vacancy until the next 
(Heeling of the Society ; and further, to appoint 
sub-age nis, when the cause in their view 
may require, and the funds will admit. 

Resolved, That a commitloe of three be 
appointed to call upon delinquent members 
to pay the demands against them, and report 
lo'this meeting at a lime specified. 

Messrs. Gloucester, McCrummill, and Har- 
ris were appointed that committee. 

(Signed) James Bird, 

Wm. Wiiipper, 

S. H. Gloucester* ^Committee. 
Andrew Harris, 
Edward Ellesbv, J 

The foregoing resolutions were received 
and tahen up, and after considerable debate 
were unanimously adopted. 

Some very interesting reports, from various 
counties in Ohio, were read by the secretary, | 
which placed their prospects in a bright and 
luminous light ; and bids fair, at no distant 
day, to secure to them ihe rights and immu- 
nities of ihe most favored citizens. The far- 
ther particulars will be published at a fulure 
period. For statistics, see statement A. 

Adjourned to meet on Thursday morning, 
it 10 o'clock. 

Thursday morning. — Meeting called to 
Drder by the president.' Prayer by the Rev. 
Mr. Gardner- A highly interesting, and deep- 
ly impressive communication from Junius C. 
Morel, of Harrisburg, was read to the meeting, 
and on motion of J. McCrummill was ac- 
cepted. 

' On motion of S. IL Gloucester, it was 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
from each place represented, to nominate an 
agent to carry out the objects of ihe first re- 
solution of the committee on ways and 
means; this motion after much debate, was 
adopted. The following constitute the com- 
nniirce : Andrew Harris, Vermont — John 
Adams, Delaware — Joshua Woodlin, Bur- 
lington, (X. J.,)-D. Yates. Salem, (N. J.,)— 
Mordccai Wolf, Louisiana — Henry Butler, 
Pennsylvania — D. George, Pennsylvania — 
James Bird, Daniel Colley, and J. McCrum- 
mill, Philadelphia. 
On motion of S. H- Gloucester, it was 
Resolved, That the order of this afternoon 
session, at 4 o'clock, be for the election of 
officers for the ensuing year, and that the 
committee on agents, report to-morrow morn- 



ing ai 11 o'clock. The following resolutions 
of Mr. Brewer, not acted upon last year, 
were on motion of J. McCrummill again call- 
ed up : 

Resolved, That we recommend to our -peo- 
ple the propriety of forming and sustaining 
Societies for the mutual instruction of both 
young and old, in the branches of a good En* 
glish education, and the mechanic arts, in 
every state, county, city, town, and village, 
wherever it may be practicable. 

Resolved, That the board of managers of 
the Society be requested to appoint an agent, 
in every slate, county, city, town, or village 
in the Union; wherever practicable, whose 
duty it shall be lo form auxiliaries, and carry 
into effect all the objects of this Society ; he 
shall make a quarterly return to the president 
of said board of his progress, and condition 
of his district in mental and moral improve- 
ment. 

Resolved, That the agents named in the 
above resolution, be and are hereby authorized 
to open books, and endeavor to obtain and 
receive subscribers' names for the purpose of 
establishing a Manual Labor School, in some 
suitable place hereafter to be decided upon ; 
and they shall make their returns quarterly, 
with the other information, to the board, for 
the information of the Society— and when* 
ever it shall appear that a sufficient amount 
has been subscribed, there shall be appointed 
by the board some responsible agent to col- 
lect the same for the Society, who shall then 
take immediate measures to establish the 
said Manual Labor School for the intruction 
of youth. 

Rcsolvedt That this Society recommend 
to all Societies who are, or shall become 
auxiliary, or shall send representatives to the 
annual meetings thereof, to adopt and sustain, 
by precept and example, all the principles of 
this Society, especially that of total absti- 
nence from all intoxicating liquors. 

Resolved, That the agents and members of 
this Society be, and are hereby requested, lo 
use every exertion in their power by lectures 
and addresses, &c., lo impress upon our peo- 
ple the propriety of practising the principles 
of economy in all things. 

Resolved, That the practice of the princi- 
ples of peace, as exemplified in the life and 
character of our Blessed Redeemer, while on 
earih, is the most proper example for our 
people lo follow. 

Resolved, That the moral, upright, and 
correct deportment of our people, will be one 
of the strongest arguments we can present 
in favor of universal civil and religious liberty. 
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The lust of said resolutions, after one 
reading, on motion of James Bird, was 
adopted by the Society. The second, after' 
being debated for a length of lime by several 
of the members, was, on motion of Daniel 
Colly, laid on the table. The third, in refer- 
ence 10 the establishment of a Manual Labor 
School, &c., occasioned a very animated dis- 
cussion ; it was opposed by Messrs. Harris 
and Payne, and ably supported by J. C. 
White. It continued to occupy the attention 
of the house uulil the hour of adjournment, 
when, on motion of J. Forten, jr., it was laid 

on the table. 

Adjourned, to meet at 3 o'clock, P. M. 

Thursday afternoon. — Prayer by ihe Rev. 
Mr. Gardner. The President in the chair. 
Constitution read, 'roll called, and minutes of 
the morning session read. The unfinished 
business of the morning, in relation to the 
resolutions, was again taken up, and, on 
motion of J. Forten, jr., the fourth resolution 
was unanimously adopted. On motion of J. 
M'Crummill, seconded by J. C. Bowers, the 
fifih resolution was adopted. The sixth and 
seventh resolutions, after eliciting some de- 
bate, were unanimously adopted. On motion 
of Andrew Harris, it was 

Resolved, That the second resolution, 
appertaining to agents, be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

On motion of James M'Cummill, it was 
Resolved^ That we recommend a monthly 
address to be delivered by the members of this 
Society, on the great principles of Moral 
Reform. 

On motion of J. C. Bowers, it was 
Resolved, That the resolutions, in minutes 
of Friday, Aug. 18, 1837, should not be con- 
sidered at this time. 

An interesting communication from Jesse 
Gould, Bridge water, N. Jersey, was received 
and read. Wm. Whipper, of Columbia, Pa., 
then presented the following preamble and 
resolutions ; 

PREAMBLE. 
Whereas, The spirit of nations and govern- 
ments, the church and the world, have long 
been enlisted on the side of the oppressor, 
against the claims of the oppressed ; and 
whereas, we hail with rejoicing the great 
Christian and moral achievements obtained 
abroad, that have not yet been effected at 
home; we do therefore, with a profound 
sense of humility for the present condition of 
our common country, fervently beseech a kind 
Providence to bestow his gracious influence 
on the lame glorious principles in the new 
world, that have well nigh abolished the last 



vestige of slavery and prejudice from the old; 
so that man may every where, of whatever 
clime, nation, condition, or complexion, be 
completely emancipated from the ".dominion 
of man," and admitted into the universal 
brotherhood of nations, as they are by birth 
joint heirs of a common inheritance- There- 
fore, he it i 

1. Resolved, That the long lost rights and 
liberties of the people of this country can 
only be regained by their recurring to those 
grand primeval principles that gave them a 
national existence. 

2. Resolved, That there is not, an the 
Declaration of American Independence, either 
an express or implied sentiment making a 
distinction in the rights and privileges of 
future Americans, but to the contrary, their 
first infant bresth boldly proclaimed that all 
men are equally entitled to the enjoyment of 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. There- 
fore, we freely assert, that we are not indebted 
to either the principles of that instrument, or 
the Bible, for the disabilities under which we 
labor; but to the spirit of the Church, and the 
Government under which we live. 

3. Resolved, That the erecting what are 
termed white and colored churches fosters 
the spirit of prejudice, and insults the spirit of 
true reform, by refusing to be associated in 
Christian fellowship with their brethren of a 
different complexion, while they both acknow- 
ledge the same God as their ruler, and expect 
to inherit the same destiny in a future, world. 

4. Resolved, That education and science is 
the great key to the moral world, and every 
days' experience brings forth stronger claims 
for their support. 

5. Resolved, That intemperance is the bane 
of society, and mother of misery ; and the use 
of all intoxicating liquors, as a common drink, 
or an article of merchandise, ought to be 
considered disreputable; and that we justly 
consider all who either manufacture, or 'sell 
intoxicating liquors, an enemy to their species. 

6. Resolved, That a strict economy with 
regard to health, means, and personal comfort, 
ought to induce all to abandon it. 

7. Resolved, That the conduct of the freed 
men in Antigua and Bermuda deserve our 
lasting gratitude and respect, for unto their 
good conduct, more than to any other cause, 
may be attributed the emancipation of the 
apprentices in other islands. 

8. Resolved, That we see nothing to regret 
in the different complexions which it has 
pleased the Almighty to clothe the human 
family, and we fully approve of that social 
fellowship and Christian kindness that pro- 



THE NATIONAL nEFORMHR- 



^universal love to lhattfeiad, "irrespco- 
L i ve of color or condition. 

Resolved, Thai the principles of peace, 
itt the British West Indies, have secured or 
he abolition of slavery a triumph more glo- 
S,, than ihe diadem of king* or the laurels 
T* Cesar, an Alexander, or a Napoleon. 

10. Rooked, That we hail with pleasure 
,he success that has attended the labors of the 
Miss Grimkes in the cause of « peace, and 
Ihe rights of woman, and look to the final 
success of their principles as the achievement 
of universal emancipation. 

11. Resolved, That the blood of the mar- 
tyred Loveioy appeals to the people of this 
nation, to support the freedom of speech, the 
press, and the liberty of man. _ 

12. Resolved, That a committee of three 
be appointed, to draft an address to the freed 
apprentices of the British West India Islands. 

On motion of J. C. Bowers, the foregoing 
preamble and first resolution was adopted. 

,The second resolution was offered for 
adoption, but as some opposition was made to 
it, and it being one of vital importance to this 
Society, it was not acted upon, but on motion 
of J-Forten, jr., was postponed, to be con- 
sidered on Friday morning. Adjourned. 

Friday morning, 10 o'clock. — The meet- 
ing was opened with prayer by Rev. Mr. 
Gardner. The president called the attention 
of the meeting to the unfinished business of 
yesterday, in relation to Mr. Whipper's 
second resolution. S. H. Gloucester offered 
an amendment to the above resolution, 
seconded by J. C. White. After much debate 
by several gentlemen, at 11 o'clock, the order 
of the day was called for by Mr. Gloucester; 
but on motion of Mr. Whippet, seconded by 
R. Purvis, it was agreed that the order of 
the day be suspended until this afternoon, 3; 
o'clock. It was carried by a vote of 21 to 5. 
The debate proceeded on the amendment, 
which was a substitution of these words, " to 
the worldly spirit of a great portion of pro- 
fessed Christians," until the previous question 
was called for by J. M'Crummill ; when the 
original resolution was adopted by the follow- 
ing vote: yean 19, nays 11. The remaining 
resolutions were then called up, all of which 
were unanimously adopted- The following 
gentlemen were appointed a committee on the 
last resolution, viz. Messrs. Win. Whipper, 
R. Purvis, and A. Harris. 

Mr. J. C. White presented a resolution, 
seconded by J. M'Crummill. 

1 Resolved, That the consumers of slave 
products are the supporters of slavery, there 



abstain from their use. Which motion wa.* 
under consideration, when the mooting, on 
motion, took their usual recess. 

Friday afternoon. — The president called 
the meeting to order. Prayer by the Kcv. 
Mr. Gardner. J. C. White's resolution being 
the unfinished business of the morning ses- 
sion, it was again brought up, and after some 
debate, was, on motion of S. 11. Gloucester, 
indefinitely postponed. 

The report of the Dominating committee 
was then called for, but the list could not be 
found ; when, on motion, it was 

Resolved, Thai a committee of five be 
appointed to nominate officers for the enuring 
year. 

Whereupon, Messrs. Oliver, Cook, Wolf, 
Whipper, and Butler, were appointed. 

The committee appointed to nominate an 
agent, reported for the choice of the meeting, 
Mr. S. II- Gloucester and Mr. J. F. Cook. 
Mr. Gloucester declined a nomination. Mr. 
J. F. Cook was unanimously elected, but 
declined the office, and nominated the Rev. 
D. A- Payne, who also declined serving, and 
John B. Roberts was chosen- 
John D. Oliver, from the committee to 
nominate officers, presented their report, 
which was unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Rev. Daniel A. Payne, it was 
unanimously 

Resolved., That licentious men should be 
held in the same disrepute as licentious women. 
On motion of S. H. Gloucester, it was 
Resolved, That we consider the use of to- 
bacco to be intemperance, and we consider 
those who smoke, chew, snuff, or sell the 
article, enemies to their fellow-men. 

On motion of Robert Purvis, seconded by 
Wm. Whipper, it* was unanimously 

Resolved, That the life-blood of the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society gives energy to the^ 
spirit of mobocracy, and echoes a shout of 
triumph over the demolition of dwellings, the 
conflagration of public halls, the destruction 
of the press, the downfall of liberty, and 
the prostration of law, order, justice, and 
equality. 

On motion of James Forten, jr., it was 
unanimously 

Resolvctl, That the principles laid down 
by this Society, should engage the attention 
of all those who wish to secure the future 
happiness and prosperity of the rising gene- 
ration, anil to see the ever-living spirit of 
morality triumph over the blasting and with- 
ering influence of vice. 



On motion of James M'Crummill, the fol- 



jmuuucis are tne supporters o\ slavery, mere- uwuwh m ~ « 

fore we recommend the friends of freedom to lowing resolutions were unanimously adopted: 
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Resolved, That this meeting recommend to 
the young m€.n of the city ami county ol 
Philadelphia, lo assist in the support of the 
Philadelphia Redding Room, 

Resolved, That when we adjourn, we ad- 
journ to meet on the second 'Tuesday in Au- 
gust, 1830, in the city of Philadelphia. 

On motion of James M'Crummill, Mr. A. 
Harris had leave to address the meeting, 
which he did very eloquently and interest- 
ingly, on the subject of temperance, total 
abstinence, and the use of tobacco. 

On motion of Rev. Daniel A. Payne, 
seconded by J. For ten, jr., it was 
[ Resolved, That our unfeigned thanks are 
diie to the abolitionists in general, and to the 
fearless John Q. Adams in particular, for 
their unwearied advocacy of the right of pe- 
tition. , 

On motion of J. J. G. Bias, it was 
Rtsolved, That the Mirror of Liberty, 
" edited and published by David Ruggles, of 
the city of New York, is a valuable auxiliary 
in the cause of Human Rights, and is worthy 
of extensive patronage. 

On motion of James M'Crummill, it was 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 
are -hereby tendered to the chaplain, and 
officers of this church, for their kindness and 
attention during the present session ; also to 
the president and other officers, for the able 
and dignified manner in which ihey have 
performed their duties. 

After some appropriate remarks from the 
president, the Society adjourned, to meet on 
the 2d Tuesday in August, 1839". 

Concluded with prayer by, the Rev. Mr. 
Gardner. 

James Forten, Sr. President. 
Jas. Forten, Jr. Secretary, 
J. C. Bowers, Assistant Secretary. 
Delegates. 

From Gettysburg, Penn.— Henry Builer. 

From Woodbury, N. L—John Freeman. 

From Cumberland Co. N.J. — Geo. Valentine. 

From Columbia, Penn. — Daniel George^ 

From Burlington, N. J- — Joshua Woodlin. 

From Salem, ti. J.— Daniel Yates. 



AMERICAN MORAL REFORM SOCIETY. 

In view of the most mighty considerations 
that ever engaged the attention of man, and rest- 
ing our hopes of a triumphant success on the 
great Author of all good, we, the subscribers, 
citizens of the United States of America, in 
Convention assembled, believing that the 
successful resuscitation of our country from 
moral degeneracy depends upon a vigilant 
prosecution of the holy cause of Moral Reform, 



as in its promotion is involved the interest, 
happiness, and prosperity of the great Repub- 
lic, and also that the moral elevation of this 
notion will accelerate the extension of righte- 
ousness, justice, truth, and evangelical prin- 
ciples throughout the world: therefore, in 
accordance with the recommendation of the 
fourth annual Convention, held in the city of 
New York, we do agree to form ourselves 
into a National Society, based on the princi- 
ples set forth in the Declaration of Sentiment. 

Article L— This Society shall be called 
The American Moral Reform Society. 

Article II. — Any person may become a 
member of this institution who shall pledge 
himself to practise and sustain the general 
principles of Moral Reform as advocated in 
our country, especially those of Education, 
Temperance, Economy, and Universal Liber- 
ty, by contributing to its objects. 

Article III. — The annual meeting of this 
Society shall be on the second Tuesday iq 
August, in each year, in the city of Philadel- 

^ Article IV.— The officers of this Society 
shall consist of one President, four Vice-Pre- 
sidents, three Secretaries, (foreign, home, and 
recordings; a Treasurer, and a Board of Ma- 
nagers of seven persons. 

Article V. — Section 1. — It shall be the 
duty of the Board to supervise and direct the 
action and operation of the Society, as well 
as its financial concerns. 

Sec. 2. — All candidates for membership 
must apply to the Board of Directors, whose 
duty it shall be to admit all who subscribe lo 
the principles contained in this Constitution. 

Article VI. — Any member violating the 
principles set forth in this Constitution will 
be disqualified for membership, and shall be 
subject as the Board may direct. 

Article VII.— The funds of this Society 
shall be appropriated ta the diffusion of light 
on the subject advocated, and its Constitution 
may be' altered from time to time, so as to 
keep pace with the great object of Moral Re- 
form. 

Signed on behalf of the officers of this 
'Society. 

President* 

James Forten, sen. 

Vice-Presidents. 

William Watkia's, of Maryland. 
Jacob C. White, of Pennsylvania. 
Daniel Yates, of New Jersey. 
John F. Cook, of Columbia, Pa. 

Treasurer. 
Joseph Cassev- 
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Foreign Corresponding Secretary. 
James Fortkn, jr. 
Home Corresponding S'ccrehtnj. 
William WHIPPfiB. 
Recording Secretary. 
John C. Bowers. 

Board of Managers. 
John P. Burr, Chairman, 
Stephen II. Gloucester, Robert Purvis, 
Benjamin C. Bacon, James M'Crummill, 
Rev. Bishop Brown, Thomas Butler. 

DECLARATION OF SENTIMENT. 
•That this Convention earnestly deplore the 
depressed condition of the colored population 
of the United States; and they have in vain 
searched the history of nations to find a paral- 
lel. 

They claim to be the offspring" of a parent- 
age, that once, for their excellence of attain- 
ment in the arts, literature and science, stood 
before the world unrivalled. We have mourn- 
fully observed the fall of those institutions that 
shed lustre on our mother country, and ex- 
tended to Greece and Rome those refinements 
that made them objects of admiration to the 
culti vators of science. 

'We have observed, that in no country under 
Heaven have the descendants of an ancestry 
once enrolled in the history of fame, whose 
glittering monuments stood forth as beacons, 
disseminating light and knowledge to the 
uttermost parts of the earth, been reduced to 
such degrading servitude as that under which 
we labor from the effect of American slavery 
and American prejudice. 

The separation of our fathers from the land 
of their birth, earthly ties and early affections, 
was not only sinful in its nature and tendency, 
but it led to a system of robbery, bribery, and 
persecution offensive to the laws of nature 
and of justice. 

** Therefore, under whatever pretext or au- 
thority these laws have been promulgated or 
executed, whether under parliamentary, co- 
lonial, or American legislation, tve declare 
them in the sight of Heaven wholly nidi and 
Void, and should be immediately abrogated. 

I That we find ourselves, after the lapse of 
two centuries, on the American continent, the 
remnants of a nation amounting to three mil- 
lions of people, whose country has been 
pillaged, parents stolen, nine generations of 
^hich have been wasted by the oppressive 
cruelty of this nation, standing in the presence 
of the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, and 
the civilized world, appealing to the God of 
nations for deliverance. 



Surely there is no people on earth whose 
patriotic appeals for liberty and juilfcc pos- 
sess more hallowed claims on the just inter- 
position of Divine Providence, to aid them in 
removing the most unqualified system of 
tyranny and oppression, under which human 
beings ever groaned. 

We rejoice that it is our lot to be the 
inhabitants of a country blest by nature, with 
a genial climate and fruitful soil* and where 
the liberty of speech and the press id protect- 
ed by law. 

We rejoice that we are thrown into a revo- 
lution where the contest is rot for landed 
territory, but for freedom; the weapons not 
carnal, but spiritual ; where the 4tT0f?Ie is not 
for blood, but for right; and where the bow is 
the power of God, and the arrow the instru- 
ment of divine justice ; while the victims are 
the devices of reason, and the prejudice of the 
human heart. It is in this glorious struggle 
for civil and religious liberty, for the establish- 
ment of peace on earth and good will to men, 
that we are morally bound by all the relative 
ties we owe to the author of our being, to 
enter the arena and boldly contend for victory. 

Our reliance and only hope is in God. If 
success attend the effort, the downfall of Africa 
from her ancient pride and splendor, will 
have been more than glorious to the establish- 
ment of religion; every drop of blood spilt 
by her descendants under the dominion of 
prejudice and persecution, will have produced 
peaceful rivers, that shall wash from the soil 
of the human heart the mountains of vice and 
corruption under which this nation h3s long 
withered. 

And if tour presence in this country will aid 
in producing such a desirable reform, although 
we have been reared under a most debasing 
system of tyranny and oppression, we shall 
have been born under the most favorable 
auspices to promote the redemption of the 
world; for our very sisrha and groans, like 
the blood of martyrs, will prove to hive been 
the seed of the church; for they will freight 
the air with their voluminous ejaculations, 
and will £>e borne upwards by the power of 
virtue to the great Ruler of Israel, for deliver- 
ance from this yoke of merciless bondage. 
Let ns not lament, that under the present con- 
stituted powers of this government, we are 
disfranchised; better far than to be partakers 
of its guilt-. Let us refuse to be allured by 
the glitterimg endowments of official station*, 
or enchamted with the robe of American 
citizenship. But let us choose like true 
patriots/ rather to be the victims of oppression 
than the administrators of injustice. 
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Let no man remove ttom his native country, 
for our principles are drawn from the book of 
Divine Revelation, ami are incorporated in the 
•Declaration of Independence, » that all men 
are born equal, and endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights; that among 
these are, life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness." Therefore, our only trust is in the 
agency of Divine Truth, and the spirit of 
American liberty ; our cause is glorious, and 
must finally triumph. Though the blighting 
hand of time should sweep us from the stage 
of action; though other generations should 
pass away, our principles will live for ever ; 
we will teach our children* and our children'^ 
children to hand them down to unborn genera- 
tions, and to the latest posterity ; not merely 
for the release of the bondman from his chains* 
nor for the elevation of the free colored man 
to the privileges of citizenship ; nor for the 
restoration of the world from infidelity and 
superstition; but from the more fatal doctrine 
of expediency, without which the true princi- 
ples of religion can never be established, 
liberty never secure, or the sacred rights of 
man remain inviolate. 

It is our fortune to live in an era when the 
moral power of this nation is waking up to 
the evils of slavery, and the cause of our 
oppressed brethren throughout this country. 
We see two rival institutions* invoking the 
benevolence of nations to aid in changing our 
condition. The former proposes an indirect 
action on the sin of slavery, by removing the 
free to the land of their fathers. The latter, 
a direct action on the subject of slavery, by 
denouncing its guilt, while it pleads for the 
elevation of the free colored man in the land 
of his nativity. 

The former we reject. First, because it 
is unnecessary, there being sufficient amount 
of territory on this continent to contain ten 
times the number of its present inhabitants. 
Secondly, because it is anti-republican in its 
nature and tendency; for if our country were 
now overflowing with a redundant population, 
we should deny the right of any one class of 
men to designate those that should be first 
removed. Thirdly, because if the" few be 
removed, we have no security that slavery 
woMld be abolished; besides, if that were 
achieved, the victims of prejudice would 
Bcarcely be removed in a century, while the 
prejudice itself would still exist. Therefore, 
we, as ardent lovers of our country's welfare, 
would be guilty of leaving it to writhe under 
the dominion of a prejudice inimical to the 

•The American Colonization Society and American 
Anti-Slavery Society. 



principles of morality, religion, and virtue, 
while on tho contrary we might have- aided in 
its removal. Therefore we believe and affirm 
that the duty we owe to the land of our birth, 
the interest of our suffering brethren, the 
cause of justice, virtue, and religion, appeal 
to us in the most emphatic terms to remain 
on our soil, and see the salvation of God, and 
the true principles of freedom. 

Therefore we do not desire to see our 
numbers decreased, but we pray God that 
we may lawfully multiply in numbers, in 
moral and intellectual endowments, and that 
our visages may be as so many Bibles, that 
shall warn this guilty nation of her injustice 
and cruelty to the descendants of Africa, until 
righteousness, justice, and truth, shall rise in 
their might and majesty, and proclaim from 
the halls of legislation that the chains of the 
bondsman have fallen ; that the soil is sacred 
to liberty; and that, without distinction of 
natron or complexion, she disseminates alike 
her blessings of freedom to all mankind. 

Then let us rally around her standard, and 
aid in cementing and perpetuating thai bond of 
union. 

As it regards the latter institution, we be- 
lieve that it is preparing the way for that 
desirable event. With them we make one 
common cause, satisfied to await the same 
issue. With them we are willing to labor 
for its achievement, and terminate our lives as 
martyrs, in support of its principles. "We will 
raise our moral flag, bearing for its inscription, 
u do unto others as you would have them do 
unto you;" under this banner we will rally 
our countrymen without distinction of caste 

or complexion- 

We therefore declare to the world, that oiir 
object is to extend the principles of universal 
peace and good will to all mankind, by pro- 
moting sound morality, by the influence of 
education, temperance, economy, and all those 
virtues that alone can render man acceptable 
in the eyes of God or the civilized world. 

We therefore consider it due to our friends 
and our enemies, nay, to the world, that 
previous to our taking this decided stand, 
we should make this just exposition of our 
sentiments. We have drawn our principles 
of human rights from an authority above hu- 
man legislation. Therefore we cheerfully 
enter on this moral warfare in defence of 
liberty, justice, and humanity, conscious that 
whether we live to witness its completion, or 
die in anticipation of its glorious results, that 
it has already been committed to the friends 
of liberty and Christianity throughout the 
•world, and to them we look for its final con- 
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to THE AMERICAN PMOPI-E. 

Ci/|-r«n»,— Wc form a portion of (he 
efje of tins eminent, on whom an un- 
eatable amount of obloquy and scorn 
d o tempt Lave been poured, on account 
the depravity of our morals; and *h»J*™ 

en eduLed under the tn^^j^SSS 
,at impairs the mental vigor, Mights With It* 
2 „ "influence the only successful hope on 
Eh\hemind can be 
•om our grasp the fruits of knowledge, the 
ivor of jut t and equitable laws, and present, 
formidable barrier to the F°-uuon c ,f the 
rts and sciences of civilized lire. The lucre- 
ive avocations, mechanic arts, and civil j..o- 
:iations by which men acquire a ^ ed £ 
,f government, and the na lire of human 
.(Fairs, have been almost wholly reserved as a 
lignified reward, suited only to the in rest 
,nd use of the fairer complexion. Yet, in 
lespite of all these, when all the venues of 
Drivile^ed life have been closed against us. our 
la nds bound with stationary fetters, our mm s 
eft to grope in the prison cell of impenetrable 
.loom, and our xvhole action regulated by con- 
stitutional law and a perverse public sentiment, 
we have been tauntingly required to pro e 
the dignity of our human nature, by disrobing 
ourselves of inferiority, and exhibiting to the 
world our profound Scholars, distinguished 
Philosophers, learned Jurists, and d.stmgu.sti- 
ed Statesmen. The very e*pee«Uon on 
which such a requisition is founded, to say 
The least, is unreasonable, for it is only jben 
the seed is sown that we : can . justly hope o 
reap. If, amidst all the difficult teswnh 
which we have been surrounded and the 
privations which we have -uttered, we pre- 
sented an equal amount of intelligence with 
that class of Americans that have been so 
peculiarly favored, a very ^"Ltid 
L question would present uself 
on the natural equality of man, and the best 
rule of logic would place those who have 
oppressed °us in the scale of .nf wwg. 
This we do not desire; we love the P 
tion that records the natural and un verbal 
rights of man, (to enjoy all the .IttibuUa i of 
human happiness,) too well, to deprive a 
eingte being on earth of such an 
heritance. We can never consent to degrade 
the creation of man by even attempting to 



defend the impartiality of his Author. If 
there be those who doubt that we are made m 
the image of God, and are endowed with 
those attributes which the Deity has given to 
man, we will exhibit them our " bands and 

*ide." . , • . . „r 

The general assertion that superiority ol 

mind is the natural offspring of a fair com- 
plexion, arrays itself against the experience 
of the past and present age, and both natural 
and physiological science. The ignorance 
that exists on this subject we are not account- 
able for. nor are we willing to adroit a theory 
alike irreconcilcable with philosophy and 

common sense. . ' 

It is in view of these mighty evils lha exist 
in our country, which are truly national, that 
his caused us to meet in annual convention 
for six successive years, to take into cons.de- 
ration the best method of remedying out 
oresent situation by contributing to their re- 
moval; during which period we have assoc.- 
ated the collected wisdom or our people, in 
their representative character, from hair the 
states of this Union, extending from Maine to 
Washington, southernly, and from thence 
westwardly to Cincinnati, Ohio, and have 
come to the conclusion to form a National 
Moral Reform Society, as a means best calcu- 
lated to reach the wants and improve the 
condition of our people. 

We have selected four valuable subjects for 
rallying points, viz.: Education, Temperance, 
Economy, and Universal Liberty. We hope 
To make our people, in theory and practice, 
LSl* acquainted with these subjects, as 
a method of future action. Having placed 
Jo? nstitution on the high and indiapntaWe 
.round of natural laws and human right s, and 
ESS -aided and actuated by the aw of uni- 
versal love to our fellow men we have buried 
in the bosom of Christian benevolence all 
those national distinctions, complexion:.! va- 
cations. Beozraphical lines, and sectional 
boands thS have hitherto marked .he history 
character, and operations or men; 
boldly plead for the Christian , and moral e le- 
va on of the human race Toa.dus m ..s 
completion, we shall endeavor to e l.H the 
sympathies and benevolence of the Chnstian. 
moral, and political world. \\ Ithout regard 
Screed*, we shall only ask for the fulfilment 
"-Christian duty, as die surest roeth od of 
extending righteousness and justice. We 

S aim to "procure * e 3bollUon L of 
hat ful and unnecessary distinctions by which 
S . human family has hitherto been recog- 
S«d, and only desire that they may be dis- 
tinguished by their virtues and vices. 
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We hope to unite the colored population In 
those principles of .Moral Reform. 1st. As a 
measure necessary to be practised by all ra- 
tional and intelligent beings, for the promo- 
tion of peace, harmony, and concord inso- 
.ciety. 2d, As a measure necessary to aid in 
effecting the total abolition of slavery. And 
3d. As having a tendency to effect the de- 
struction of vice universally. 

In order to this, we will appoint agents to 
disseminate these truths among our people, 
and establish auxiliaries wherever practicable, 
that' the same leaven of righteousness and 
justice may animate the body politic. We 
will establish a press, and through it make 
known to the world our progress in the aris, 
science, and civilization. For aid in the 
prosecution of our undertaking we shall ap- 
peal to the benevolence of nations, but more 
particularly to our own. For, as God lias so 
abundantly blessed her with internal resources 
as a means of gratifying her spiritual and 
temporal wants, so we believe she should 
employ them to his honor and glory, in dis- 
seminating the blessings of education, peace, 
happiness, and prosperty to her own fellow 
citizens. And if America is to be instrumen- 
tal through the providence of Almighty God 
in blessing otber portions of the peopled 
earth, by extending to the heathen and pagan 
idolater the knowledge of the true God, a pure 
science, an unadulterated religion, an exalted 
and benevolent philanthropy, how necessary 
'is it that she should first purify her own 
dominions, by extending to all her children 
those divine and precious gifts ; so when she 
shall have joined other nations in rearing the 
standard for the redemption of the world, 
every ray of light that may reach those be- 
nighted regions will, when falling on the 
prism of truth, present one pure, unmixed 
stream of Christian love, and cease to becloud 
.the horizon of everlasting justice. We will 
'first appeal to the Christian churches to take 
the lead in establishing the principles of su- 
preme love to God and universal love to man. 
We will do all in our power to aid her in 
•forming a moral structure against which 41 the 
gates of hell cannot prevail." 
; We plead for the extension of those princi- 
ples on which our government was formed, 
that it in turn may become purified from those 
iniquitous inconsistencies into which she has 
fallen by her aberration from first principles ; 
that the laws of our country may cease to 
conflict with the spirit of that sacred instru- 
ment, the Declaration of American Indepen- 
dence. We believe in a pure, unmixed 
republicanism, as a form of government best 



suited to the condition of man, by its promot- 
ing equality, virtue, and happiness to all 
within its jurisdiction. We love our country, 
and pray lor the perpetuation of its govern- 
ment, that it may yet stand illustrious before 
the nations of the earth, both for the purity of 
its precepts, and the mildness and equableness 
of its laws. 

We shall advocate the cause of peace, be- 
lieving that whatever tends to the destruction 
of human life, is at variance with the precepts 
of the Gospel, and at enmity with the well 
being of individuals as well as of society. 
We shall endeavor to promote education, 
with sound morality, not that we shall become 
"learned and mighty/' but "great and good/' 
We shall advocate temperance in all things, 
and total abstinence from ail alcoholic Jiquo°rs. 
We shall advocate a system of economy t not 
only because luxury is injurious to individuals, 
but because its practice exercises an influence 
on society, which in its very nature is sinful. 
We shall advocate universal liberty, as the 
inalienable right of every individual born in 
the world, and a right which cannot be taken 
away by government itself, without an unjust 
exercise of power. We shall exhibit our 
sympathy for our suffering brethren, by peti- 
tioning Congress to procure the immediate 
abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, and her territories. We shall endeavor 
to strengthen public sentiment against slavery, 
so long as a slave treads the soil of these 
United States. We shall aim at the extinc- 
tion of mental thraldom; an evil much more 
dangerous and exceeding the former, both in 
extent and power. We shall dissuade our 
brethren from using the products of slave 
labor, both as a moral and Christian duty, and 
as a means by. which the slave system may be 
successfully abrogated. We shall appeal to 
the colored churches to take decisive measures 
to rid themselves of the sin of slavery and 
immorality. We shall endeavor to pledge 
.all the ministers and elders of our churches 
to the cause of Moral Reform. We hope to 
train the undisciplined youth in moral pursuits, 
and -we shall anxiously endeavor to impress 
on our people every where, that in moral ele- 
vation true happiness consists. We feel 
bound to pursue the present course as a duty 
we owe to ourselves, our God, our common' 
country, and the interests of suffering humani- 
ty. J he free colored population of the United 
States now amount to about 400,000, and are 
constantly increasing by a double process, and 
we beheve that the philanthropic exertions 
that are now making in our country for the 
abolition of slavery, will shortly remove the 
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tq« from thousand* annually, ami those will 
continually adding to our number. We 
■ unable to conceive of any better method 
which we can aid the cause of human 
erly, than hy improving our general charao 
, and embracing within our grasp the libcr- 
id slave for moral and mental culture. By 
ratlin" this course we shall certainly remove 
mv of the objections to immediate cmanci- 
Lion. And we further believe, that all who 
ve either thought or felt deeply on this 
bject will not only sanction such an organt- 
tion, but will feel bound to aid in promoting 
objects. We shall entreat those that are 
nstantly persecuting and calumniating our 
neral character, to cease with their vitupera- 
ns, and suffer. a people already bowed to 
2 dust, to breathe out their existence in 
ace and quietude. We will entreat our 
ethren to bear with Christian fortitude the 
oSa and indignation that may be cast on 
cm on account of their complexion, and pity 
2 source from whence it emanates, knowing 
is the offspring of wickedness and ignorance. 
In the present state of society, we must ex- 
ct to endure many difficulties, until the 
3rld improves in wisdom, and a polite 
ucation, and a more liberal and enlightened 
lilosophy, supplants the present system of 
tional education. If we but fully rest our- 
Ives on the dignity of human nature, and 
aintain a bold, enduring front against all 
(position, the monster, prejudice, will fall 
unbly at our feet. Prejudice, like slavery, 
nnot stand the omnipotence of Truth. It 
as impossible for a bold, clear and discrimi- 
iting mind that can calmly and dispassionate- 
survey the structure upon which prejudice 
founded, and the materials of which it is 
imposed, to be chained within its grasp, as 
is for the" puny arm of rebellious man to 
mtrol the operations of the universe. 
We will endeavor to establish in our 
>ople a correct knowledge of their own im- 
ortal worth, their high derivation as rational, 
oral and intelligent beings. We shall appeal 
. them to abandon their prejudices against 
I complexion and bury them in oblivion, and 
ndeavor to live in the same country as 
lildren of one common father, and as brethren 
ossesshng the same holy, religious faith, and 
ithazeal determined on the promotion of 
reat and glorious objects. We shall endea- 
>r to impress on them, at all times, to 
laintain in every station of life that affability 
f manner, meekness, humility, and gentle- 
ess, that ornaments the Christian character; 
ad finally, we will appeal to Heaven for the 
urity of our motives, and the rectitude of Our 



intentions, and to men for the means of prose- 
cuting them; to Christians, philanthropists 
and patriots, without regard to creed, profes- 
sion, or parly. In short, we ahull aim to 
whatever aeemeth good, consistent with these 
principles, for the promotion and welfare of 
our people. 

Having now stated the most prominent ob- 
jects that will command our attention and 
support, there are others that, from mere cus- 
tom and usage, many might suppose il were 
our duty to vindicate. From these we mu3t 
respectfully dissent, viz.: We will not stoop 
to contend with those who style us inferior 
beings. And as we know of no earthly tri- 
bunal of sufficient competency and impartiali- 
ty to decide on a question involving the 
natural superiority of individuals and nations, 
we shall not submit so graves decision to 
creatures like ourselves, and especically to 
our enemies- In the preamble of our Consti- 
tution, we cfain to be American citizens, and 
we will not waste our time by holding con- 
verse with those who deny us this privilege, 
unless they first prove that a man is not a 
citizen of that country in which he was born 
and reared. Those that desire to discuss with 
us the propriety of remaining in this country, 
or of the method of our operations, must first 
admit US, as a cardinal point, their equals by 
nature, possessing, like themselves, from God, 
all those inalienable rights that are universally 
admitted to be the properly of his creatures. 
We will not admit that strength of mind lies 
concealed in the complexion of the body. 
Having now performed a duly we owed to the 
people of these United States, in explaining 
the whole course of action of an Institution 
for the improvement of the morals, bearing 
the broad and illustrious title of Americas, 
we view in anticipation the most happy re- 
sults to our beloved country, and will mo3t 
heartily rejoice, if, in 3n hour of danger, we 
shall have been fortunate enough to have aided 
in rescuing her from the evils into which she 
has fallen ; and we do most cordially hope, 
that a moral fabric may be reared that will 
promote the cause of righteousness and justice 
throughout the universe. 

William Wiiipper. 



For the National Reformer. 

Mr. Editor % — I had the pleasure last even- 
ing of hearing a lecture from the agent of the 
11 American floral Reform Society." The 
speaker appeared to be admirably suited to 
the office he has been selected to fill* and will 
no doubt prove a valuable auxiliary in dis- 
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scminating the principles of thai institution ; 
and as there seems to exist considerable op- 
position to it, at the present, from (he fact, 1 
believe, that its objects arc not understood, 
one of the main objections being, that it will 
not, or id inadequate to accomplish what it 
designs, several objections were uhly nnswercil 
by the agent, no doubt to the satisfaction of the 
audience. One remark touching the difficul- 
ties the society had to contend with, reminds 
me of an anecdote. 4i When King Robert 
Bruce, of Scotland, had been long unfortunate, 
he was once silling alone, in a rude apartmctu, 
ready to despair. A spider was there, con- 
structing its web ; it was a long time batllcd, 
ere it could fasten the silken thread where it 
desired, but as fast as it was disappointed, it 
tried again. At length it succeeded. The 
king looked at the spider, and received in- 
struction. He returned with renewed courage 
to his toil, and was at last victorious." The 
success of the Reform Society cannot be 
doubted, if they but persevere in their labors. 
Rev. Freeman also addressed the meet- 
ing, and a few remarks were made relative to 
the paper about to be issued by that society, 
by J. C. White, whilst the agent was pro 1 
curi'ng subscribers. 

A Friend to Refotim. 

Sept. Uth, 1838. 



Philadelphia, August 31, 1838. 

At a respectable meeting of the colored 
people, held at the Second Presbyterian 
Church, St. Mary's street, Mr. John Bowers, 
Sen., was called to the chair, and Messrs. 
Charles \V. Gardner and Thomas Butler 
•were appointed Vice Presidents, and Natha- 
niel W. Depee and Ebenezer Black, Secreta- 
ries. 

The object of th'e meeting was briefly sta- 
ted by the chair, announcing the death of 
James C.-Biddle, Esq. 

On motion of Mr. Stephen H. Gloucester, 
seconded by Mr. Frederick A. Hinton, a com- 
mittee of five were appointed by the chair to 
draft resolutions, expressive of the sense of 
the meeting, on the decease of our estimable 
fellow-citizen, and the feeling of deep regret 
we entertain for tins afflictive bereavement. 

Whereupon the following gentlemen were 
appointed: Messrs. Stephen II. Gloucester, 
John P* Burr, Frederick A. Hinton, James 
Bird, and Jacob C. White. 

The Committee, after having retired, re- 
ported the following preamble and resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, we have received the mournful 



intelligence of the death of James U. Middle, 
Esq., of this city — therefore, 

Resolved, That as Pennsylvanians, we foci 
in common with our fellow-citizens generally, 
the loss of a great and good man, the orna- 
ment of his profession — a frank, generous, 
and upright citizen— an eloquent and clear- 
sighted statesman — nnd as an oppressed and 
suffering class of the community, of whose 
rights and privileges he was the steady and 
manly supporter, we mourn with a grief pe- 
culiar and unshared by others over his early 
grave. 

Resolved, That we cherish, with grateful 
emotions, the memory of his noble stand 
against the cruel act of the majority of the 
M Reform Convention," which threatens to 
deprive us of our rights as citizens, and to 
tear from us the privileges secured to us by 
the Fathers of this Commonwealth in the 
Constitution of 1780. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions 
be forwarded by the Secretaries of this meet- 
ing, to the family and relatives of our deceased 
friend and benefactor, and also to the editors 
of the daily papers of this city. 

John Bowers, sr., Chairman. 

Nathan TV. Dunce, } a 
Ebenezer Black, \ Secretaries. 



A writer in the Pennsylvania Freeman is 
giving a history of the "American Coloniza- 
tion Society," from its first inception in the 
minds of the slaveholding South, with the 
probable intention of bringing it up to the 
present lime, when R.J. Breckenridge thinks 
it safe to declare that " the scheme is too 
great to be carried on upon any one set of 
principles." Knowing the ability of the 
writer, and his proverbial accuracy in the 
statement of facts, we anticipate a full and 
faithful history of this cruel conspiracy, for 
the banishment of the free colored people. 
We shall probably republish a portion, if 
not the whole of his articles. — Christian Wit- 
ness. 



ICJ" As our first number is necessarily 
made up of minutes and reports, it may be 
proper to inform our subscribers and friends 
that the future numbers will contain original 
3nd selected articles on the subjects of Edu- 
cation, Temperance, Economy, and Universal 
Liberty, sufficient to bring out the principles 
contained in our address to the public. . 
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PROSPKCtUS OF THE NATION AI 
RE F H M BR, 

7u he published in Philadelphia h>, the Board of 

Minn*, i's of ihc Mi, nun Mitral 'Reform Society. 

V> >\, W miTKR, Editor. 

.Our object in establishing the National 
Reformer, is io disseminate the principles 
and measures of ihe American Moral Jtc/onn 
Society. For the want of an organ, devoted 
exclusively to the support of the doctrines we 
maintain, our objects have been grossly mis- 
understood. "We do not lay claim lo the 
establishment of any new principles, but only 
advocate the practical fulfilment and universal 
application of those thai arc already acknow- 
ledged by the friends of equal rights and im- 
partial justice. We do not enter the arena 
against any periodical, whose principles of 
moral right are based on republican equality. 
We design lo occupy a sphere in the moral 
reformation of this age and country, that has 
but partially claimed the attention of those 
that have preceded us. So far as our limits 
will permit, we shall endeavor to give a 
vigorous support to the cause of human 
rig his. 

The size of the National Reformer will be 
sixteen pages, royal octavo, and published 



and humanity- To aid in forming this noble 
superstructure for the glory of earth, and ho- 
nor of heaven, it is the duly of all cheerfully 
to ]>ai ticipatc. 

The reigning spirit of conquest, throughout 
the world in past ages, lias been formed in 
enmity, pursued in hatred, inflamed by pas- 
sion, and consummated in blood. The present 
contest will be for the triumph of just princi- 
ples, and the dominion of reason. The wea- 
pons will be ungarnished truth — the panoply 
love, and the spirit peace. The superiority 
of moreover physical force,— and intellectual 
power over bridal sagacity, will be plainly 
demonstrated to the most obtuse vision. The 
principles of liberty, and the right of all men 
to enjoy equally the protection of the go- 
vernments under which they li vc, will be fairly 
canvassed. 

Our country stands eminently renowned for 
her many virtues, while she is overshadowed 
by bold and dating vices. The people of this 
nation have been born heirs to a "freedom 
and happiness" they have never enjoyed, be- 
cause the spirit of despotism has willed it 
otherwise. To overthrow this enemy of hu- 
manity, and transplant the spirit of the pilgrim 
fathers, will be to bestow true glory, honor. 



. • o - it —i |>Hy.inuvu •ubiii.ia, will uu IU UU 

monthly, at $1.00 a year in advance; six co- wealth, and renown, 
P 'aii Jr—r... racler ' This achievement is intended for 
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communications should be addressed, 
post paid, to John P. Burr, chairman of the 
board, No. 113 South Fifth street. 

John B. Roberta lias been appointed gene- 
ral agent of the Society, and is fully author- 
ized to lecture and form auxiliaries, to collect 
funds in aid ol the Society's operations, and 
subscriptions for the Jicformcr. 



ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 

Fclhw Citizens*— \\\ presenting to you our 
:lainis for the establishment of a new periodi- 
cal, devoted lo the interests of the oppressed, 
i "decent respect for public opinion" requires 
is distinctly to stale the motives thai impel 
is to the undertaking. We are now in the 
nctpicnt stage of a great moral revolution, 
hat is undermining creeds, annihilating cus- 
ojns, dethroning empires and governments 
hat have been reared in iniquity, and es lab- 
slung others in their stead, on the broad nuraad governments; and cannot bo invalid 
Icmentary principles of righteousness, justice, I dutcd by them; nor can wo be deprived of 
— 3 • • 



happiness of all— then let all come lo the 

rescue. 

The diligent observer already sees that the 
seed of this great revolution is already thrown 
broadcast on the waves of lime — the spirit of 
conquest is on the wings of the wind. Chris- 
tianity is no longer confined lo local domains, 
but lias erected her standard for the subjuga- 
tion of the world, throughout the immaculate 
space of its author- Moral power stretches 
itself beyond stale lines and continental bound- 
aries, and aims at circumnavigating the globe. 
Governments and institutions are but the olT- 
springof the human mind, and the creatures 
of society, and will become purified and regu- 
lated by the Christian and moral power of thn 
country in which they exist. The subject of 
Rights and Dimts, will claim our especial 
attention. 

We maintain that both arc original bequests 
of God lo matt, antecedent to the formation of 
human governments; and cannot bo invali- 

.L.lr.l 1... il.... . ....1.1 • 1 ~ 
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their benefits, wilhout the exercise of human 
power being directed against the deerm of 
the Ai.Mioi.-rv. '1 licreforo, when our riffliU 
ara invaded by human government*, earthly 
tribunals, penal codes and enactments, we will 
appeal to them to remove the unjustifiable 
source of oppression. If we fail in the attain- 
ment of our object, we will transfer our anneal 
from the tfovcrnmcnts of earth, to the govern- 
ment of Heaven— from human codes' to the 
code ot the living God— from the arbitration 
of »im to the arbitration ol angels, and await 
the decision of the Almighty. We believe 
Ibis to bo strictly in accordance with the apos- 
tolic injunction of obeying the powers that 



*. V c maintain that moral duties are impera- 
tive oblivions from man to his Maker, ami 
to his fellow beings, that cannot be changed 
by worldly expediency, or the fiction of cir- 
cumstance;— iliat having descended from one 
common parent, wc should consider ourselves 
na children of the same family;— thai in our 
reciprocal duties lo each other, we should 
never be guided by national or complexional 
preferences;— ihat the " heathenish spirit of 

! caste, ought at once, now and /or iter, to 

■ be abolished; and that the first and highest 
impulse of human duly ought to.be exerted in 

I aid of the oppressed. 

Therefore, we believe that the cardinal 
principles of our Society, viz., Education, 
nmpcrancc, Economy, and Universal Li~ 
Ocriy,^ properly carried out, will prove a 
powerful auxiliary in producing this necessary 
rtfonnahon, on which rests the Christian's 
hope. They are now producing wonders in 
our country, under distinct and specific or- 
ganizahons. They are adhesive virtues, and 
as capable of uniting with each other as a like 
number of seas are of commingling their wa- 
fers, and forming one great ocean. If this 
i mighty current of philanthropy could become 
uniicd into one living stream, it would soon 
sweep from our country every vestige of 
nuscry and oppression. And is it not as ne- 
cessary that it should be so, as thai a single 
wind should embrace these principles alone? 
Our country is rich with the means of rcsus- 
rcitanng her from moral degeneracy. She 
possesses all the elements for her redemption ; 
|he has but to will it, and she is frf.b. It i 9 

■ lor the support of these principles we solicit 
jour patronage. We do not ask for the aban- 
donment of a single enterprise for the promo- 
J'on of human good. We hope that all may 
■be gmded by a zeal "according to know- 
edge for our country's welfare, and our na* 
Hons honor. w, Whipper,- 



REV. WILLIAM WATK1NS, 
We cheerfully insert on our first page the 
Ictterof this genileman to ourfriend Uurr of this 
city, It was accompanied with the following 
restrictions : " Do not sufTcr my thoughts to be 
read before the Society, unless you think 
there is a necessity." 

He has since acceded lo the request of his 
numerous friends, and authorized Mr. I3urr 
to have it published. 

The talents, piety, learning, and candor of 
Mr. W., a3 wdl as his cause, have strong 
claims on the attention of the reader. The 
source from which the letter emanates, as well 
as the ability with which it is written, renders 
it to ns a document of much importance ; as it 
embodies the principal of the stereotyped ob- 
jections against our Society. 

Our object is to explain the course of our 
Society, rather than proceed to a critical ex- 
amination of the doctrines contained in his 
letter, as* we presume its author was influenced 
by the misrepresentations he received from 
others, rather than from a recurrence to facts. 
Our friend W. has been laboring to overthrow 
a castle that has never been reared ; and thus 
strikes a blow at what he believes a determi- 
nation to » repudiate the word colored as in- 
applicable to us, as individuals, associations, 
or as a people." We have been frequently 
charged with the advocacy of this doctrine, 
and as often denied it. Wc did so publicly, 
in reply lo F. A. Ilinton, in the 37th No. of 
the "Colored American." 

But as we desire that this subject may be 
put lo rest, we will recur to a portion of his- 
tory that ought to satisfy the most incredulous. 
In the Fifth Annual Convention that recom- 
mended the formation of our Society, the fol- 
lowing resolution was submitted, and after 
'•an animated and interesting discussion, was 
unanimously adopted." 

" Resolved, That we recommend, as far as 
possible, to our people, to abandon the use 
of the word colored, when either speaking 
or writing concerning themselves, and espe- 
cially to remove the title of African from their - 
institutions, the marbles of churches, &c." 

Surely this does not appear like wholly ob- 
literating the word colored from the vocabu- 
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Ury of our language ; or depriving our friends 
from using il when advocating our cause. 

In 18I1G, atlhe first meeting of our Society, 
there were two resolutions passed, recommend- 
ing addresses, which were afterwards written 
and published. The first, on the subject of 
prejudice, addressed to the " Christian 
churches," was written by our friend W,, 
and the latter was on using; the " products 
of free labor," addressed to the M colored 
churches." 

? At our annual meeting in 1837, a discussion 
of considerable magnitude arose on a motion 
to erase the word "colored" from a recom- 
mendation to establish schools, which was car- 
ried, and the substitute, "among our people," 
adopted, and from this discussion grew the 
present misunderstanding. Among those thai 
were'active in supporting the original resolu- 
tion a3 reported by the Committee, the Rev. 
Samuel E. Cornish, editor of the "Colored 
American," bore a conspicuous part ; and from 
that period to the present, our opponents have 
considered that paper as advocating the cor- 
rect doctrine on Litis subject. We shall, 
therefore, take the liberty of quoting largely 
from their acknowledged organ to prove the 
correctness of our own sentiments. 

But before we proceed further, we will 
again assert that we never have been such 
"fanatics" as to advocate the entire abolition 
of the word "colored;" we yet hope to use 
it to great advantage, — and it will be well if 
some of those that now charge us with an 
attempt to "dodge it," will not be glad to 
take shelter under the broad canopy of non- 
distinction. But we have too long witnessed 
the baneful effects of distinctions founded in 
haired and prejudice, to advocate the inser- 
tion of either the word " white" or " colored" 
as landmarks of duty, in churches, schools, 
moral or benevolent institutions, for the pro- 
motion of religion, morality, or civil govern- 
ment. 

On this subject let us see wherein we dis- 
agree with our opponents. In the 57th No. 
oi the 41 Colored American," the editor asserts 
that " he does not believe that there are a dozen 
men in* America that believe with us on this 
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subject. Now for the proof. We heartily 
respond to the noble and Christian sentiments 
contained in a very able document, (that has 
been approved by the editor,) signed by C. 
\V. Gardner and Frederick A. Ilinton, pre- 
sented to the late " Reform Convention" from 
the colored people of this city, on the right 
of suffrage- They earnestly remonstrate 
against the introduction of the word "while" 
into the new Constitution, for the following 
reasons : 

1st. "It is making a distinction among 
men unknown to the law of God, and dis- 
owned by Him. All arrangements of his go- 
vernment in respect to men are without dis- 
tinction of color." 

2d. It would be a violation of the immuta- 
ble principle of right and justice, written on 
the hearts of all men, and at war with the re- 
volutionary principle " that all men arc created 
equal." In the 30th No. the editor, in no- 
ticing this subject, uses the following bold and 
denunciatory language, where he says, that 
" the American people (meaning the people, 
of the United Stales,) if they would secure 
their best interests, and the perpetuity of their 
government, should abrogate distinctions and 
castes in every way, andfrto any extent possi- 
ble, is equally plain. — The injustice is too glar- 
ing — the oppression is too deep and damning 
for this liberal age." 

Now we assert that these rights are pre- 
cious in the sight of God, and should be 
held as sacred with regard to the moral as the 
civil government. And if white men are thus 
guilty for introducing those distinctions into 
their civil codes — arc not colored men equally 
guilty for engrafting them in constitutions, 
designed to promote the principles of God's 
moral government? We need not speak on 
this subject ourselves ; those that oppose our 
Society have given us arguments, that arc like 
millstones, which we will fasten to their ob- 
jections, and sink them to oblivion. 

We have now only room to quote another 
of the many at hand. In the 7Clh No. of the 
same paper, the editor says, "that separate 
schools, and separate churches, are the very 
means most likely to perpeluato this wicked 
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caste, which ia offensive lo God, and destruc- 
tive to the pence and happiness of mart. We 
should never establish or encourage them, 
When wo can possibly do otherwise. No* 
thing but sheer necessity will justify us in 
giving one cent for such purposes." Ycl 
strange as it may appear to sonic, the editor 
was a zealous advocate for the introduction of 
the -word " colored" Into a recommendation 
to establish schools, a few months previous. 
Our Society fully concurs in the principles 
laid down in the above extracts ; and we be- 
lieve that a majority of the intelligent portion 
.of our people also believe them. The mists 
of prejudice, produced by misrepresentation, 
■will soon he dispersed by the light of truth. 
Our people will soon observe that the inser- 
tion of the words " white 1 ' and ,l colored" 
in institutions, is based upon the same princi- 
ple, and supported by like argument. The 
advocate of the former threatens the country 
■with (nflalgamafion, and the loss of the most 
distinguished offices of government, if they 
do not " disfranchise the blacks;" while the 
latter, if you refuse to raise your banner of 
distinction, asserts that your object is to "spend 
all your means and energies on those of an 
opposite complexion." The principle that 
actuates both, is dclftsingly mean, and horri- 
bly contemptible. What say you, ourrcspcctcd 
opponents? Can you gainsay this? If you 
j. can, come on with your iron pens, faces of 
brass, and nerves of steel — make your ap- 
peals like earthquakes, and your arguments 
like thunderbolts. For further information 
respecting our views and principles, we refer 
our readers to the "Colored American, 11 of 
the 23d of June last. The editor, in his rc- 
' marks on " Augustine's" letter, has eloquently 
■ vindicated our principles. During the past 
year, we have been both amused and amazed 
[ at the inconsistency of those that are always 
I " prating" about inserting the word colored 
into all our institutions. In this city, in al- 
most all their public documents where it -was 
possible, they have avoided'its use. At the 
great meeting held in this city on the 2lst of 
August last, wo are indebted to the Secreta- 
ries {not the meeting) for the fact that the 
proceedings emanated from colored people. 



Kvcn in the laM resolution the meeting adopted, 
the term colored was left out, where there 
could have been no plausible objection to its 
UB6, viz. : 

ftntoked, Thai the young men of Phila- 
delphia will support the * Colored American,' 



while it continues that name; under Any other 
head they will disown it. 7 ' 

We have often heard that there was much 
in & nam* $ but we never saw it. so plainly 
excm pitted, as in the adoption of that resolu- 
tion. 

We read over the list of ^distinguished 
names attached to the proceedings, and we 
can truly say wc fell for our old friends. Had 
wc have been present, wc should have, for 
their sakes, opposed its adoption. What! sup- 
port the "Colored American" only on ac- 
count of its name? Is the untiring labor of 
its editor not to be regarded — or the princi- 
ples he advocates appreciated ? What! your 
love for the cause of truth and human liberty 
absorbed in a name? Let the editor publish 
what he chooses, his paper will receive the 
support of the " young men of Philadelphia," 
provided its name be not altered. We read 
the "Colored American" with a very differ- 
ent interest. It is for the principles it incul- 
cates, and the measures it supports. If it 
contained no other matter than the editorial 
paragraphs against prejudice in the church, 
every subscriber would be liberally rewarded 
for the price of his subscription. The editor 
ought lo have bestowed on the resolution his 
unqualified censure ! These sticklers for the 
term colored ought, by their communications^ 
to make the body of the paper represent its 
head. 

Our friend Watkins, while he is opposed 
lo blotting ou4 what he terms " the endearing 
epithet, colored" says that M I am unfriendly 
to a prodigal use, or unnecessary parade of 
the word." Wc say, that we recommend its 
abandonment, as far as possible. What then 
is the difference, except that, by pursuing our 
course, we arc using the means necessary to 
procure the abolition of its tc prodigal use ?" 

In our advocacy of this subject we are 
maintaining principles jhat strike at the root 



THE NATIONAL ni-KOUMF.n. 



21 



ot' national prejudices. Our object is 10 de- 
nounce the actors and abettors of 1 ' the preju- 
dice of caste' 1 as "demons incarnate." It is 
not out business lo inquire whether ihcy are 
white, or colored. It is sufficient to know 
they arc human beings; and we pronounce 
them the enemies of both God and man, We 
arc not among those that would excuse the 
colored man's guilt, on account of the while 
man's crime. To do so would degrade the 
former, and elevate ilie latter. We arc all 
moral agents, and have a present accountabi- 
lity to answer for our support to the princi- 
ples of God's moral government. We shall 
conclude this subject in our next. 

BALTftroRE, August 13th, 1838, 
t Friend 7?wrr, — I rise this morning very 
early to discharge a duly which I have been 
compelled to delay to the last hour, but which, 
if totally neglected, would, I am sure, bring 
down upon me the ire of you and friend 
Whipper, which 1 cannot but deprecate this 
hot weather. I see clearly (what I am very 
reluctant to communicate) that I shall not be 
With you at your approaching anniversary. 
This disappointment to you and some of my 
too partial friends, whom I should rejoice to 
see once more, is a source of unfeigned regret 
to me. Indeed, nothing but circumstances of 
an unusually forbidding character, could influ- 
ence me to forego the happiness which I 
should realize from a visit to friends distin- 
guished for their intelligence, respectability, 
and warm-hearted hospitality.. But though 
it is not my privilege to bear some humble 
par"! in your deliberations, yet, I assure you, 
I still take an intense interest in your doings, 
especially such of them as evince a determi- 
nation to repudiate the ivord "colored," as 
inapplicable to us as individuals, associations, 
or as a people. I am also of opinion, that so 
much of your past doings as go lo decry, in 
effect, the existence of a distinct organization, 
by ourselves, of a society specifically devoted 
to the interests of the colored population of 
our country, have, with all due deference, 
been rather hastily adopted; and should, I 
think, be re-considered, 

I First, as to the distinguishing epithet, 11 co- 
lored," I would ask, what is there in the 
term exceptionable? Does it convey an idea 
of degradation? Does it cast odium upon 
those whom itdesignates? None, I presume, 

gill affirm this. Are you afraid, then, that 
the use of the word will remind the white 
people of this nation that one-sixth portion of 



ibeir fellow countrymen may, by certain 
physical peculiarities, he distinguished from 
themselves? Surely, yon are not so much 
like those who fear the mrrc sight, by the 
slaves, of pictorial representations of their 
actual sufferings, will excite them lo deeds of 
violence. Will any say that the applicability 
of this term to us as a people is not philoso- 
phically correct? Let those prove it who 
can. Without stopping, however, lo contend 
with our hair-splitting hypercritics, on this 
point, permit me to say, that words arc used 
as the signs of our ideas, and whenever ihey 
perform this office, ortire truly significant of 
the ideas for which ihey stand, they accom- 
plish the object of their invention. In vain 
do we carp at some supposed inapplicability 
of a term as applied to a certain object, when 
imperious custom, or common consent, has so 
established the relation between the sign or 
word, and the thing signified, that as soon as' 
the sign or word is presented to the eye, or 
its sound conveyed to the ear, the idea which 
it represents is immediately and distinctly 
brought to the mind. This is the case with 
the word in question. Custom has fixed its 
meaning in reference lo a particular people in 
this country, and from this decision, however 
arbitrary, there is, I am sure, no successful 
appeal. Again, to decry the use of the word 
"colored," on account. of some questionable 
inaccuracy in its applicability to us, is an 
argument which, if successful, would blot 
out from our English vocabularies certain 
words which are of established usage, or 
which have received the sanction of the best 
speakers and writers of the language. As an 
illustration: we correctly say (yielding to the 
imperious dictates of custom) that a thing is 
good; a second, better-, a third, best; — that the 
pen I had was bad, the one with which I now 
write is worse, and the one before me is the 
worst. This is the established mode of speech ; 
but suppose that some of our innovating hy- 
percritics were lo affirm that these epithets . 
should no longer be so irregularly compared — 
that according to the genius and analogy of 
our language, we ought to say. good, gooder 9 
£Oodest;—bad t ladder* baddest. What ad- 
vantage, I ask, would be gained by insisting 
upon the adoption of this uncouth phraseology? 
What success, think you, would attend this 
proposed innovation? Precisely that which 
awaits all resolutions calling upon us to blot 
from our institutions, periodicals, &c. v not the 
word JJfrican, but the appropriate, and, may I 
not say, the endearing epithet, "colored." 
The truth is, while I am unfriendly to a pro- 
digal use, or an unnecessary parade of the 
word, I must say it is loo convenient in prac-. 
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ticc to be dispensed withi unless you furnish 
us a substitute of paramount utility. 

Once more. If I am not mistaken, the 
"American Moral Reform Society" assumes 
the ground, or has virtually decided, that an 
organization for the exclusive benefit of the 
colored population of the country, is selfish, 
and totally at variance with llic moral obliga- 
tion to do good to all men, agreeably to the 
principles of universal benevolence. " Now, I 
hold to these principles, that is, I believe wo 
should do good to all, irrespective of color, &c, 
but I deny that an organization of the exclu- 
sive cast alluded to, necessarily militates 
against these principles. I believe they are 
perfectly rcconcilcable. On this point, it 
seems, we arc at issue. Let me illustrate my 
position. On my passage to Philadelphia, 
two men, the otic while and the other colored, 
fall overboard — five passengers, all while men, 
and myself, behold the heart-rending scene — 
the drowning men cry for help — the five while 
men, having contracted a deep-rooted hatred 
against a sable hue, and actuated by a sympa- 
thy of color, and a supposed identity of 
interest with the drowning white man, run 
en 7>iassc to succor him ; I, finding the color- 
ed man neglected, from an unworthy principle, 
spring to his rescue, and stretch out, not one 
hand to the white man (who has already 
abundant help) and the other to the colored 
man, but I reach out both hands to him who 
has none to help him:— I concentrate all my' 
energies in one vigorous effort to extricate 
him, who, under these circumstances, most 
needs help. Is this, in the language of your 
Circular, *' to be governed by the most invi- 
dious of all creeds that ever regulated human 
duty, viz., the complexion of the human 
body ?" 

Can you find it in you to stigmatize such 
humanity as "selfishness?" I should well 
deserve the opprobrium, were I actuated by 
the same narrow-minded views which impelled 
the white men to rush to the rescue. But 1 
was actuated by a holier impulse. I ran to 
the relief of the sable sufferer, not because of 
his color, (mark that,) but because, being 
colored, he was despised and neglected by 
those whose timely aid, properly apportioned, 
would have been most efficient. You per- 
ceive that, under these peculiar circmns/ances, 
it was my duty to give alt my aid to the co- 
lored man, and this 1 could do for him without 
feeling the least want of compassion for the 
white man; nay, you see clearly, that, were 
all the circumstances of the case reversed, — 
that is, had Jive colored men ran to the relief 
of the colored man, I would, on the principles 
laid down, have sprung to the rescue of the 



while man. Now, sir, in the candor of your 
soul, make the application, and then show mc, 
if you can, the difficulties in the way of orga- 
nizing a Moral Keform Society (on the prin- 
ciples suggested) for the exclusivo benefit of 
our own people- Harmony in our delibera- 
tions is of the utmost consequence. Our 
honest differences should, if possible, he 
amicably adjusted. No pride of opinion,— 
no disposition to contend for mere victory, 
should find place among us for a moment. 
Whatever sacrifices we can make without a 
renunciation of principle, or a dereliction of 
duty, should be made cheerfully for the gene- 
ral good. If, then, we can full upon some 
plan that will leave unimpaired those sublime 
principles of action which embrace, without 
respect or partiality, the whole brotherhood 
of mankind, — principles we all profess to ad- 
mire, — and, at the same lime, will limit, for the 
present, our action to the elevation of our 
own people, I think we shall accomplish in- 
comparably more good than can be achieved 
by a tenacious adherence to non-essentials. 
I hope that the Society will, at this session, 
adopt some pacificatory course. Were I 
among you, I should labor for the adoption of 
the following, or a similar resolution: 

14 Jhsolucdj That the object of this Society 
is to improve the condition; mental and moral, 
of the colored population of our land; not be- 
cause they arc colored^ but because, being 
colored, they are, for the most part, despised, 
neglected, and denied the facilities enjoyed 
by others, to aspirs to the true dignity of 
rational, intelligent creatures, created in the 
image of God." 

The adoption of a resolution like this, would 
be as tranquillizing as the pouring of oil upon 
the troubled waters. 

The title of our Society, I have always 
thought, is rather too sweeping. It embraces, 
as the founders of it doubtless intended, all the 
inhabitants of the United Stales. Now, there is 
such a thing as propriety ; and, it seems to me, 
that, for a people in our condition, just emerg- 
ing from darkness and degradation, to assume 
the office of reforming the whole country, be- 
trays, to say the least, a want of modesty. JFe 
promote " education" among those who enjoy 1 
all its facilities, and from whom wc are, in this 
our day of small things, soliciting the crumbs 
of knowledge ! We promote the spread of tho 
principles of " universal liberty" among a 
people thoroughly indoctrinated in those prin- 
ciples ! 

But, upon second thought, we need not 
grasp at visionary theories here; ihe object at 
which we aim is both tangible and practicable ; 
wc can 41 appeal* 1 to the "people" against, not 
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only the injustice of our present privations 
ami disabilities, but also against contemplated 
additional <lisfranchisancnls y and cnn thereby 
inculcate the princi pics of " universal liberty* 
Go on, in this commendable work. Your 
& % -J)ppcaV y is a masterly document. My limits 
remind mc that it is time to conclude, which 
I do abruptly, lest I amplify to tcdiousncss. 

Your friend, 

William Watkins. 



villc Sharpc of the New World. We heartily 
wish him success in his new undertaking* 



EDUCATION. 

The public schools throughout this state, 
whore the school law has been adopted, com- 
mence the present month. Let our people, 
throughout this commonwealth, sec to it that 
their children receive the benefits designed by 
the Legislature for all. There is no com- 
plexional lines in the law; rich and poor, 
black and white, are all equally entitled to its 
benevolent provisions. 

If you would be mindful of your children's 
interest, send them to school, — give them as 
much education as your means and situation 
will allow; and be sure to bestow on them 
such moral discipline as will protect and 
guard them through life. Then their mental 
discipline will be of great advantage to them ; 
it will teach them to develop© and unfold all 
their moral energies. 



A NEW PERIODICAL. 
We have received the first Number of the 
' u Mirror of Liberty," edited and published by 
David Ruggles, 136 Lispenard street, New 
York. It will be published quarterly, on a 
super-royal sheet of fine paper, in an oc- 
. tavo form, containing sixteen pagfes, neatly 
. covered. The number before us is marked 
with ability, and we feel confident that the 
" Mirror" will prove an able coadjutor. in the 
cause of liberty. Its editor is a thorough- 
going abolitionist, — one that works by day 
and by night, with his hands, feet, and pen. 
lie is ready at all limes, in dangers and perils, 
to wrest his brethren from the hyenas of the 
South* He is to the city of New York, what 
the lamented Shipley was to the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, the terror of slaveholders and their 
abettors. He is the most successful, as well 
as the most inveterate, enemy of the slave- 
holder^ In fine, he may be termed the Gran- 



We have received from an unknown friend* 
the "Journal of the First Annual Session of 
the Franckean Synod of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church, convened at Clay, Onondaga 
County, N. Y., June 7th, 18.18." It is a 
deeply interesting pamphlet, containing thirty- 
two pages, filled with living mailer, on the 
subject of a Christian and moral reformation 
throughout the world. It is a noble sight to 
witness, in this profligate age, (where illus- 
trious professions are bound to a fatal expe- 
diency,) the Christian church arising in her 
might and primitive majesty, to vindicate the 
cause of the poor and oppressed, and giVo 
" succor to the needy." When Christians 
awake to their duty, then the " wicked fico" 
as " chaff before the wind." The Christian 
church will yet vindicate her insulted honor; 
and expediency and infidelity will seek a 
burial place in the " caverns of the earth." 
The principles laid down in the reports of tho 
select committees, are so much in accordance 
with our own, that we shall transfer several 
of them to our columns. We have only room 
in the present number for those on 11 Moral 
Reform," "Temperance," 41 Slavery," and 
" Peace." We recommend them to the at- 
tention of our readers. 



" REPORT ON MORAL REFORM. 

"The select committee to which the subject 
of Moral Reform was referred, respectfully 
report: 

"That the Bible contains a complete code 
of holy and useful instruction. It utters a 
voice of displeasure and condemnation against 
every species of vice ; but of approval of 
virtue and holiness. The Uible is the test- 
hook of every minister, and teaches rules of 
life and action for all Christians — all of su- 
preme authority — therefore, ministers should 
declare the whole counsel of God, and Chris- 
tians should observe every command. Jehovah 
says as well, " Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery," a? M Thou shall not steal." Is impurity 
and licentiousness a vice ruinous aiufdetcst- 
ablc ? It not only renders the vicious idle, 
disorganizes their business, blasts their credit, 

• We believe tho donor to be our friend William C. 
Y«tc«, ofTruy, N. Y. 
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transforms ihem into paupers, mendicants', 
vagabonds, and thieves; but it impairs l lie 
constitution, weakens the intellect, vitiates 
tlio moral feelings, destroys self-respect, and 
abridges human life. It fills the jails with 
convicts, the hospitals with loathsome patients, 
the mad-houses with maniacs, and the cities 
and the country at large with poor, despicable 
wretches. In fine, the transgression of the 
seventh commandment destroys virtue and 
humanity. Notwithstanding all the evils of 
lewdness, we are almost led to say that it 
! possesses more of the ruinous poison of other 
ivices, whilft viewing the indifference of the 
church and the profound silence of the pulpit 
on this important subject. Can ministers and 
people continue in the same deep sleep on this 
subject, : tnd possibly remain guiltless; allowing, 
without rebuke, this sin to prosecute its damna- 
ble work of destruction in immortal souls ? A 
vice great in magnitude and cflectual in the de- 
struction of Us thousands annually ? It grasps 
and hurls down into wretchedness and degra- 
dation some professing godliness. We believe 
that the church of God is under obligation to 
suppress vice and promote virtue, stand as a 
light-house in this gloomy world, and raise a 
warning voice to all who are drawn by this 
syren's alluring song down to the gates of the 
pit, that they might speedily strive to ascend 
the hill of virtue, and through the Redeemer's 
blood pluck the laurels of purity and holiness 
in unlading bloom on the delectable mount of 
the heavenly Zion. We believe that every 
Christian and patriot is under peculiar obli- 
gations lo come up to the help of the Lord, 
and assail wickedness without mercy, in high 
and low places, until righteousness shall reign 
in the earth, and upon every object shall be 
written. 1 Holiness unto the Lord. 1 Therefore, 

M Resolved, That the seventh command- 
ment is of universal obligation; that its uniform 
observance in thought, word, and action, 
would prevent numberless crimes, and drive 
away almost every vestige of heathenism from 
our far-famed land. 

44 Rcsolccd, That we deem it the duty of 
the church and the pulpit, to speak plainly on 
this subject ; no longer to manifest a depraved, 
culpable, and reckless spirit in cloaking this 
atrocious vice with pretended 4 delicacy/ 

41 All which is respectfully submitted* 

JN. Van Alstixe, 
J. S. Komnson, 
M. iMarcley." 

* 

"report on slavery. 

"Brother Van Alstine, from the select 
Committee,' to whom were referred that part 



of the Pr08idont'fl report relating to slavery, 
and sundry petitions from several congrega- 
tions, would respectfully report: 

41 That they have considered the subject of 
slavery, and cannot do otherwise than respond 
favorably to our petitioners, ' lo give our de- 
cided testimony against American slavery.' 
Remembering the spirit of Christ, wc would 
speak mildly, but decidedly. Truth and love 
arc mighty weapons when rightly used, and 
they are very suitable in putting down all 
moral evil. Love, meekness, gentleness, 
with indexible firmness, are all victorious in 
removing prejudice and in suppressing vice, 
TRUTH, with its keen edge, when wielded 
with the potent arm of love, will do execu- 
tion. 

" Every Christian and philanthropist, under 
the proper inlhicucc of truth and love, should 
feel deeply towards the oppressed of our land, 
that in heart they might realize, and in conduct 
express, the gospel truth uttered by the ser- 
vants of God, that we should feel for those in 
bonds as bound with them, and render unto 
servants what is just and equal. We, as a 
Synodical body, are averse to American 
slavery, because it is void of truth and love. 
What is truth but living facts, realities, things 
as God made them? Slavery violates the 
nature and high prerogative of man. God 
made man free in mind and body ; buL slavery 
deprives him of liberty > equality in rank, and 
the opportuuitcs- of elevating character and 
cultivating the noble powers of mind. Instead 
of retrieving ruined mind, it only degrades it 
and reduces it to brutal inferiority. Slavery 
is opposed lo the Bible and its claims. The 
Bible inculcates the marriage institution ; but 
slavery tramples it in the dust. The Bible 
teaches certain duties of parents and children, 
such as 44 train up a child in the . way he 
should go 14 to train them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord but slavery 
abolishes parental obligation at its own plea- 
sure, and without apparent conviction of doing, 
wrong. Il enjoins universal and MUTUAL love ; 
but slavery changes love into a selfish passion, 
and forbids the master lolove the slave himself, 
and commands the slave to love the slaveholder 
■iwoxc than himself. The Bible leaches light 
and knowledge; but slavery, in its best and 
mildest forms, keeps back light, and, in some 
slates, prohibits, under penal sanctions, the 
first rudiments of knowledge to be taught unto 
the slave. To say that it is imprudent lo 
emancipate the enslaved immediately, is vir- 
tually lo acknowledge their degradation, and . 
the imperative necessity that something should 
l>c done lo meliorate their condition ; — that 
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the yoke of bondage should 1)0 broken, and 
nothing short of it. To aver llimt tlie church 
should not interfere, is to say, that the church 
has no right to oppose and reform all moral 
evil and every heaven-provoking tin. We 
believe that shivery is stained with the 
vilest, turpitude; therefore, we boldly repro- 
bate its system and exhort the church of God 
lo wash her garments in the blood of the 
Saviour with deep, broken-hearted repentance, 
by its entire extirpation. < To him that 
knoweih to do good and doeth it not, to him 
it is sin/ Therefore, 
" Resolved, Thai we deem American slave- 
: ry repugnant lo the spirit and tenor of Reve- 
lation. 

" Resolved, That we conceive it to be our 
. imperative duty to speak boldly and plainly 
against this great national anil heinous sin. 
"RctOlvedi That wo calmly, importu- 
nately, and faithfully beseech the church of 
r God no more lo be a partaker in the guilt of 
slavery, and from henceforth, with clean hands, 
consistently labor for the evangelization of the 
World. 

" Resolved, That we prayerfully represent 
ami-petition Almighty God lo abolish slavery, 
ami preserve our Republic in the enjoyment 
of her liberty and glories, 
fig "All which is submitted. 

"N. Van.Alstine, Chairman, 
11 Whereupon, it was 
."Resolved, That the Synod do hereby 
unanimously concur in the report of the com- 
mittee." 

("REPORT of tub committee on peace. 

j 44 Brother W. Oilman, from the committee 
to whom was referred that 11 part of the Pre- 
sident's report, which relates to the subject of 
Peace," offered the following report, which, 
having been read and discussed, was unani- 
mously adopted : 

"The selectcommiilee, to whom was referred 
that part of the President's report which 
relates lo the subject of Peace, would re- 
spectfully report : « 

£" That whereas this subject has only for 
a few years past occupied the public attention, 
yet your committee feel deeply impressed 
with its importance, and the necessity of its 
consideration. However, they are constrain- 
ed to acknowledge that they have not been 
able to give it "that investigation which it 
demands \ but do not hesitate lo recommend 
it to the Christian public, and especially to 
our ministers and members, for we feel sen- 
Bible that the Millenial day cannot come in 
whilst wars and commotions arc fdling our 
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land. We would, therefore, respectfully sub- 
mii the following resolutions: 

"Resolved, That in the sense of this Synod, 
the practice of war is contrary lo the spirit 
and principles of the gospel, and ought lo he 
discountenanced by the followers of the Prince 
of Pence, in every lawful and proper manner. 

" Resolved, That we recommend this sub- 
ject to the members of our churches, and that 
we believe that Christians are bound by the 
strongest and most sacred obligations lo give 
it their prayerful and serious examination, that 
they may be instrumental in removing the 
calamities and demoralizing influence of wars 

throughout Christendom and the whole earth. 

"Resolved, That it is our duty, as disci- 
ples of Jesus Christ, to do whatever is within 
our power lo secure the immediate, universal, 
and permanent abolition of war.'* 

" REPORT ON TEMPlifUNCE, 

" The select committee on so much of the 
President's report as relates to the subject of 
Temperance, report : 

"That the committee have had the subject 
referred to them under serious considera- 
tion, and beg leave to submit to the Synod 
the following preamble and resolutions: 
" Whereas, the cause of temperance is 
idcntilied with the cause of Christ; and 
whereas, notwithstanding the full and lucid 
dcvelopemcnt of its principles, and notwith- 
standing the important changes which have 
been effected :n public sentiment, since the 
commencement of the temperance reforma- 
tion, the traffic and use of intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage, is still a most serious and 
alarming evil in our land — wasting the intel- 
lect — deadening the moral sensibilities, and 
destroying the present and eternal-interests of 
man ; and whereas, vigorous and persevering 
efforts should still be made in thid cause, 
until the evil be entirely removed from the 
community, and discountenanced by the 
church — therefore, 

41 Resolved, That we are as much con- 
vinced as ever, of the ruinous effects and 
destructive influence of using and trafficking in 
intoxicating liquors as a beverage, tfnd that it 
calls upon us lo be earnest, diligent, and per- 
severing in our efforts, that the evil may im- 
mediately cease. 

11 Resolved, That as wc, the Ministers and 
Delegates of the Synod, have adopted for 
ourselves the tledoe of total abstinence from 
all that intoxicates, as a beverage, wc clo 
hereby respectfully and affectionately recom- 
mend iho same to the members of all our 
churches. 
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" Jicsotvcdt That we believe the license 
Inw to be directly calculated to perpetuate the 
evils of intemperance, nml that we can never 
expect to witness the effectual ami permanent 
suppression of this vice till the said law be 
repealed, 

Philip Wietiwo, 
N. Van Alstine, 
■ , Jacob Fink." 



The "Ladies Vigilance Association" arc 
preparing for" a fair — to promote the objects 
of their Society, Donations in goods or money 
will be gratefully received at "Salter's 
Rooms," Elizabeth street. 

We hope the friends of the "hapless 
and forlorn" will be liberal in their gifts — 
for never were the objects of a Society more 
holy, humane, and philanthropic. 

We refer our readers to the advertisement 
of the "Requited Labor Grocery and Dry 
Goods Store," kept by that early, devoted, and 
self-sacrificing philanthropist, Lydia White — 
where (as we know) the luxuries, as well as 
the necessaries of life can be obtained, in 
good quality, uncontaminated by the sweat 
and blood of brutalized humanity. 



tern of oppression — " our stripes and bonds," 

our 14 chains and nlinrtcr«i" 

The Janua-faced monster — African Coloni- 
zation — that appeals to the prejudice of the 
North, while it labors for the iulercst of the 
South, will soon stand as motionless as a 
marble statue. The problem on which its 
arguments are based will soon he solved. 
The prosperity of the West India Islands will 
soon settle the question, whether white and 
colored persons can live in the same commu- 
nity in a stale of social and civil equality. It 
will ho absolute vanity for American slave- 
holders lo attempt to postpone the final eman- 
cipation of every slave in these United Slates 
to a very distant period. If they would suc- 
ceed in doing so, they must stop all commu- 
nication between man and the Almighty — 
place fetters on the human mind, and manacle 
the liberal principles of this age — dissolve 
science — petrify the moral feelings of our 
country and the world — destroy internal im- 
provements — stop the power ofsteam — nullify 
the press — put an embargo on knowledge, 
power, and the love of liberty — and, in fact, 
destroy human nature itself. 



WEST INDIES. 
The total and complete emancipation of all 
the slaves in the British West Indies, on the 
first of August last, was the noblest triumph 
of truth, humanity, and justice, over despot- 
ism, cruelty, and avarice, the world ever saw. 
The light of heaven never beamed on a day 
80 glorious to the friend? of freedom through- 
out the world,— U has no parallel in antiquity, 
and can never be equalled until alike event 
takes place in the United Stales. Like the 
flash of vivid lightning, it has thrown Ameri- 
can slaveholders into terror, while its deafen- 
ing thunders have smote the pro-slavery press 
dumb. The news from the islands is of the 
most cheering nature. The eastern winds arc 
no longer freighted with the groans of the 
slave, but the shouts of victory and emanci- 
pation are proclaimed on every breeze- The 
tides no longer heave their rolling billows on 
England's slave-curst soil; but both winds 
and waves bear to our shores the indignation 
of the British mind against our execrablo aya- 



INTKMPERANOE. 
Intemperance is a mean, contemptible, and 
degrading vice. Unlike slavery and preju- 
dice, it stretches its M deleterious wand** over 
the high and the low, the rich and t ho poor. 
It disdains to be confined to rank, dignity, 
honor, or complexional boundaries. It airys 
its deadly weapons at all, and deals out its 
death-stings against the interests of the human 
race. Our country now presents a melan- 
choly example of " rum and ruin. v It may 
truly be asserted that it*is a national evil, and 
that the people of lids nation arc, in the aggre- 
gate, sufferers. It is an evil that has crept into 
the church, and become interwoven into the 
framework of civil government, and contami- 
nated the morals of this nation. While it 
is overthrowing the strong and 14 mighty" 
throughout our land, it is forging fresh chains 
for the. weak and defenceless. It receives its 
only support from the enemies of religion, 
morality, freedom, and happiness. And who 
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are they, bul llie consumers of ardent spirits, 
Ihe distillers, and the traffickers in that deadly 
poison ? The traders in grain tliat furnish the 
distillers with the means of manufacturing 
<« lipid poison" for the deslniction of human 
souls, deserve to be ranked with these " hunwn 
destroyers." And now we desire to address 
ourselves lo our colored brethren of the nomi- 
nally free states. How far are you concerned 
in perpetuating this national guilt? So far as 
your practice coincides with the above de- 
scription, we have ranked you with the ene- 
mies of God and human nature. Considering 
the peculiar situation you occupy, in a land 
famed for its profession of liberal principles, 
and republican cq- alit-, if you are so ignorant 
as lo become tbi bar, worshippers of the god 
B»ft«hu8, vou ,re '',e " blindest of the blind. 
Are you £Ts sufficiently downtrodden by op- 
pression and prejudice, besides being cut oA" 
from all your natural and republican rights, to 
render you sufficiently debased in the eyes of 
the world, without destroying your natural 
bodies, and thus making yourselves fit subjects 
to lick » the dust from your oppressors' feet?" 
AVe admonish you for your own sakes, your 
children's, and for llie sake or posterity, that 
as far as you are engaged in the detestable 
business of making drunkards, cither by prac- 
tice, theory, or example, that yc now po 
repent, and abandon it. The most despicable 
advocate a bad cause ever had,. is the colored 
man in the free stales that supports dram 
drinking. We know that many will object 
to this language, as being too severe; but we 
tell you once for all, we do not ex.pecl to please 
. you as long as yon love ivlritkcy. Think not 
that you will be allowed to escape without a 
complcxional description. That is not our 
intention. We are engaged in a cause whose 
principles are of sufficient latitude to allow us 
to call persons and things by iheir established 
names. We therefore say to the winebibb.ng 
oracles of divinity — llie alcohol deacons and 
elders— llie dram-drinking and mint'julap dan- 
die, and the "pious and respectable" rum- 
sellers,— slop your course, or wc shall find a 
place in our paper for your names and resi- 
dence*, that will sufficiently mark you Otll to 



the lovers of temperance and order, and bring 
down upon you the pity, contempt, and righ- 
teous indignation of insulted humanity. You 
are now the enemies of God and man. By 
your present course, you are bringing down 
on us a mountain of degradation and oppres- 
sion ; and w« will not suffer you to trifle with 
the interests of millions without a solemn re- 
buke. You ought all to be engaged in the 
philanthropic cause or driving the "l.ydra- 
headed" monster, intemperance, from the 
land. We 'ought not to rest satisfied until 
colored men become emancipated from this 
evil. Our efforts should not cease while a 
single human being was bound in the fangs of 

the '* monster." r 

In the present organization,* which a kind 
Providence has been pleased to establish for the 
deliverance of our country from slavery and 
prejudice, the nominally free, as well as the 
enslaved, are attached to the car of rreedom. 
If we are temperale, moral, and upright, we 
shall be able to accelerate its velocity, — if not, 
we shall retard its progress. We stand in 
the same situation with regard to the cause of 
freedom in this country and throughout the 
world, that our brethren in Antigua and Ber- 
muda occupied before the final achievement of 
British emancipation in the West Indies. 
They acted nobly their part— let us follow 
their example. 



PENNSYLVANIA ELECTION. 
» Why don't you go to the South?" Be- 
cause the governor's election in this state 
has been decided in favor of slavery ? Penn- 
sylvamans, and friends of freedom I you have 
a great work at home to perform, before you 
can consistently cross "Mason and Dixon's 
line," lo instruct your Southern " neighbor^ 
In the sublime doctrine pi " human rights." 
The fiendish sjpMt of shivery is rife in your 
midst! The land of Perm groans with 
oppression !-a soul-withering prejudice, as 
poisonous to the atmosphere of humanity as 
'he •• Upas of Java," ushers forth its pestilen- 
tial breeze against the interests of her colored 
A morbid and sickly sensibility on 



citizens ! 



Amcric«a Anti-Sl:»vcry Society, 
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the elementary principles of right and justice, 
comrols public sentiment throughout the entire 
commonwealth. . The church winks at it, — 
a base, immoral expediency, is its body 
guard, — political parties furnish the fuel, and 
fan its "burning blaze." Oh! friends of 
freedom ! \vc again beseech you lo follow the 
example of 11 Omar the Prudent," and never 
"go abroad while so much remains lo be 
done at home." We implore yon to come to 
the rescue! Religion has been assailed in 
the temple and the uhar,— liberty has been 
smitten in her highest citadel— philanthropy 
mourns, and humanity weeps, when justice is 
mocked, while "pity has hidden herself," 
and benevolence and mercy are under arrest. 
Freedom of discussion has been stricken down 
by the conflagration of a noble castle, dedi- 
cated as a trophy lo its free and unrestrained 
exercise. The right of petition has been 
wounded in the persons of our representatives, 
and trial by jury lies buried. Wake ! wake I 
rise from your graves, ye sainted spirits ! the 
immortal Franklin, Rush, Wistar, Benezet, 
Lay, Woolman, and Rawle,— and behold 
wiih pitying eyes the home of Penn, the fatal 
shipwreck of principles he labored to estab- 
lish, and you to perfect. 

The recent election for governor, has" been 
distinguished for all that is mean and con- 
temptible in the " spirit of party"— all thai is 
degrading and dishonorable in principle, and 
all thai is debasing in the demoniac system of 
gambling. Each parly have endeavored lo 
prove that'their favorite candidates were the 
fricuds of slavery, and the enemies of equal 
| and impartial liberty. The pivot on which 
the election was expected lo turn, was on the 
great question of liberty and slavery. The 
Supreme Court, our highest judicature, ap- 
peared willing to bow lo the supremacy of 
custom, 3nd pay its devotion to a vitiated pub- 
lic sentiment, by disfranchising her colored 
citizens, contrary to the expectations or views 
of a majority of the most eminent jurists and 
legislators throughout the state. To secure 
jthe old constitution from being annihilated, was 
darling object with the judiciary, as well as 
foe friends of equal rights. If this could be 



obtained by sacrificing the rights and privi- 
leges of ihc colored citizens, it was known that 
but Jew would regret it. The contest is now 
over; the battle is ended, and the cry of vic- 
tory hails from another quarter. The amended 
constitution is adopted by a meagre majority ; 
we are disfranchised and what has been 
gained by the decision of the Supreme Court! 
Why, all, all is lost! The disfranchised 
voters could have re-elected our patriotic 
governor (Rimer)— saved the old constitution, 
and the character of our stale. Thus the 
very stones which the builders rejected would 
have become the head of the corner.** Bre- 
thren, be not discouraged,— the Keystone.state 
will never elect another chief magistrate by 
the same Satanic devices. The present sacri- 
fice of principle has been given as a donation 
to the South in favor of slavery. In another 
Ihree years our state will be redeemed, and 
she will demand her capital, invested in South- 
ern slavery, with compound interest. Our 
friends, the abolitionists, have suffered wiih 
us in the wholesale and lying abuse of politi- 
cal presses. When Pennsylvania becomes 
emancipated from 14 Southern thraldom," and 
stands forth free and regenerated, the rights 
and liberties of 40,000 freemen will arise with 
her entombed philanthropy that now lies im- 
mured in the » grave of despotism." This 
glorious event must take place— our religion 
vindicates it— justice, and republican policy 
demand it. Our oppressors are but wen; and 
their blasphemous professions, and wicked 
impolicy with regard lo the rights and inte- 
rests of the colored population of this coun- 
try, cannot long withstand the piercing scorn 
and blighting indignation of the civilized 
world. 



ANNIVERSARIES. 

The 41 First AFRICAN Baptist Associa- 
tion" convened at Columbia, (Pa.,) about the 
middle of last month. We have not yet 
learned whether any measures were adopted 
for the promotion of education, temperance, 
or moral reform* There were several minis- 
ters present, and, we believe, delegates from 
all their churches. They were in session 
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several days. As it is our intention to notice 
the proceeding? of " ecclesiastical bodies'" in 
general on, the subject of "human rights," 
11 temperance and moral TCform," we give this 
timely notice to our brethren in general, that 
they need not be disappointed if we animadvert 
on their negligence with regard to that por- 
tion of Christian duty with some severity. 
Our brethren have been very remiss in their 
duty, by not more frequently directing the 
influence of the church in favor of human im- 
provement. If there be any of our readers 
whose curiosity leads them to inquire, why we, 
who are charged with being such sticklers for 
the abolition of distinctions, use the term i4 Afri- 
can," when speaking of churches amongst 
"colored people?" — we answer, because we 
are opposed to the term, as applied to Ameri- 
can citizens. It is untrue, superfluous, and 
unnecessary. Our people, in general, are 
opposed to it ; but they are very inconsistent, 
because they take no measures for its aboli- 
tion. If they can get us to call their institu- 
tions by the term "colored," they are satis- 
fled. They wish us to say colored churches, 
colored schools, colored temperance socie- 
ties, and colored beneficial societies, &c. 
This we will not do, brethren, especially 
when the incorporated name is "African." 
We go for calling things by their right names. 
Whenever we have chosen to have our insti- 
tutions incorporated, we have invariably "bap- 
tized" them with the title of 41 African." It 
is full time we had become "Americanized." 
If you do not desire to be termed " Africans," 
you must quit legalizing your institutions with 
that title- We desire to bring the practice 
into disrepute, by calling your institutions by 
the names you have chosen to adopt. We 
speak incorrectly when we say "colored 
churches, schools," Ac., when we know their 
lawful title is "African," Some may say, 
the custom has become so interwoven in our 
institutions, that it is impossible to eradicate 
it. Our advice is, form no more; and if you 
are dissatisfied with the names of existing 
ones, apply to the legislatures of the stales in 
which you reside, for an alteration of your 
charters. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS* 

The report of. the Vigilance Comniitec 
came too late for this number; we will \ Idish 
it in our next. 

We expect in our next to lay befi ! our 
readers the address to our colored In :rn in 
the "West Indies," if the comm • ap» 
pointed to prepare that document si c tl re- 
port in time. 

For tlic National RtTormcr. 

CONTENTMENT OF SLAVES. 

It lias been again and again asserted by the 
advocates of slavery, that slaves are kindly 
treated, contented, — heller ofT in bondage 
than when free. Why, then, do they run out 
of slavery into freedom ? Why are they daily 
seen striking it almost in one unbroken file, 
men, women, and children, across our fields, 
over mountain and over glen, through mud 
and mire, wet and dry, cold and hot, half 
naked, half famished, seeking liberty and hap- 
piness away *up yonder amid the fronts and 
snows of Canada, and under the monarchical 
government of a queen of old England ? Ac- 
count for it if you can, ye abettors of slavery 
and colonization. 

1 have just seen one of these contented 
souls. He informed me that he fancied he 
would be vastly more contented in Canada 
without a master, than in Virginia with one; 
and that, accordingly, he was journeying for- 
ward, incog., to that land of liberty, with a3 
much despatch as possible, lest he should be 
overtaken and remanded to the land of the pa- 
triarchs, contentment, and happiness. By this 
time he is out of danger, breathing the air of 
liberty. f- 

Among the numerous acts of kindness on 
the part of the patriarchs to these contented 
ones, which he related to ine, take the follow- 
ing as a sample, and record them in your 
valuable journal for the benefit of those whom 
it may concern. Daniel Somcrs and wife, of 
Fauquier County, Virginia, killed a female 
slave of theirs l>y flogging her, because she 
cor/W not blow the horn ! James Ross, of the 
same place, often inflicted 200 lashes at a 
lime, upon Charles, one of his slaves, to in- 
crease his contentment. Had seen Ross strip 
a female slave stark naked, and inflict ou her 
bare body 100 stripes, for Caking a dozen eggs 
to satisfy the cravings of hunger. Knew Mrs. 
Hicks, his mistress, to take a fi-male slave, 18 
years old, up stairs, tie her up till her tongue 
enmo out of her month, and afterword kick 
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lier so severely, that in three or four days she 
died of such barbarous treatment* Hicks, his 
master, bad children by his female slaves, and 
frequently sold lliem, and now has 3n his pos- 
session a Charles Stanberry, who was free 
born, and bred ten miles from Philadelphia. 
Has known colored ministers, authorized to 
mvnch, dmascd out of the pulpit, and lynched 
for so doing. Rial Glasgow whipped his 
slaves cruelly because they inclined to join the 
Baptist Church. A herring a day, and a peck 
of cum meal a week, was his master s allow- 
nnce to his field hands. Oh ! what a blessed 
institution- — Esto perpetua 1 J- S. r. 



To Hit Editor, of I lie National Ri former. 

Much esteemed Friends; — Agreeably to my 
promise, made when we last met. I proceed 
10 redeem my pledge. Since my return 
home, I have carefully read the first number 
or the National Reformer; and, after mature 
reflection, 1 assure you, dear friends, I hail its 
appearance as a work every way worthy the 
high esteem 1 had long since entertained for 
ita projectors and conductors. Choice spirits . 
reo-enera'.ed minds! requiring only to be 
known, in order to be properly appreciated, 
respected, and cherished. Well may it be 
said, that "great minds are not only ready to 
seize upon opportunities, but they make them 
themselves." They who engage in the ardu- 
ous and holy cause of moral reform, must, 
like the mettled steeds of Actson, pursue the 
same, not only where there are paths, but 
where there are none; lliey must pass tie 
lime-honored limits of antiquity, overstep the 
siclilv laws of fashion,' and discard the lime- 
serving and time-observing advocates of a sys- 
tem framed by the corrupt public sentiment 
of a vicious and immoral age. without a soli- 
tary redeeming trait to recommend it but us 
boasted aritifluity. while at the bar or Univer- 
sal Love, it stands convicted of the misery, 
the wretchedness, the moans and lamentations 
of the thousands and tens of thousands of im- 
mortal souls, shipwrecked and dttjMd. jnpMCM; 
on d».t accursed rock formed by the ScylU of 
puilt and Charybdis or oppres sion. My oear 
frier.ds, hold up the torch « 
hieh the spotless banner of » Moral Reform , 
and, if unavoidable, let us enter alone the 
trackless wilderness, untrodden by mortal 
feci, to travel on a path iohteh the vulture* 
tve hath not tetn.nor the b*nU whrfps trod- 
den, nor ha/I, the Jitrte Hon passed thereon, — 
I „ay. if necessary to the moral reformation 
and the intellectual regeneration of an admit- 
ted unhappy and periling people, such a 
court* be nectary ,-and such arc my conv.c- 



lions at the present, — then let us beslir our- 
selves, and prepare for the contest, the great 
struggle between truth and error. And here, 
may we not pause, and ask of those who have 
arrived at the poinl at which they had prede- 
termined to stop, not to obstruct the efforis;or 
traduce the merits of others, who have deter- 
mined to continue in the cause of humanity 
and moral reform, until their labors are hap- 
pily consummated, or themselves are gathered 
14 the way of all flesh" in the dark confines of 
the "valley of the shadow of death?" In 
lit i s holy work, 1 apprehend we shall be 
nobly sustained by the virtuous females of our 
land, particularly those that are mothers. 
Mother! what celestial tenderness dwells in 
that blest name! and my own fond remem- 
brance clings to that loved sound with more 
than the thrice-told affection of earliest youth! 
Mothers, then, lend us your aid for those who 
are dearer to you than life, for those to whom 
you have given life, "and whom to lose is 
only bitter to you, only dying." Give a 
sanction and a support to a cause that may 
operate in your own flesh and blood, when 
your personal influence can be no longer felt ; 
instil a sound moral principle into every young 
heart of yours, that shall guide and restrain 
bv the memory of a mother's love, when a 
mother's heart has ceased to beat. When I 



first read your proposals for the publication of 
the National Reformer, I fell sorry that it had 
become necessary to start a new periodical at 
(his time; in fact, I doubted the policy of the 
undertaking, as I was fearful that the starting 
of a new publication just now might endanger 
the existence of the " Colored American," a 
paper which had done so much in the cause 
of truth and virtue, and which is so richly de- 
serving of our whole united care and patron- 
age. I felt afraid, too, that unthinking per- 
son^ Blight torture them into opposite interests. 
I was satisfied that there was ample room for 
action, should they even be increased four- 
fold,— and work enough, were the laborers 
increased a hundred fold; and the only prob- 
lem in the case which presented any difficulty 
in the demonstration, was, where is the pa- 
tronage to come from? I knew that our 
means were scantv, and our resources feeble; 
hut I reflected, that the grandest results 
attend the simplest means, and that pillars and 
pyramids arc projected and elevated by the 
Mm pic power of combination and cflort. I 
had read, too, that naughty little a, b, c. was > 
the ladder that conducted a Bacon and a New- 
ton to scan the walls of heaven :— so dispro- 
portionate are the results to the simplicity of 
the means uped. It is true, we are what tho 
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world vulgarly terms unfortunate; but, with i 

the good Si. Pierre, I believe the misfortunes < 

of the virtuous often work to tlicir advantage. I 

XV lien persecuted by the world, they arc ge j i 

nerally driven into some illustrious rarcer. i 
Misfortune is the road to great talents, or, 

ni leusti to great virtuosi whloli uns far prefer- I 

able. And thus reasoning, I was led to the 
conclusion] that combination j union, and effort, 
could and would sustain nil our publications ; 
thus nil my doubts and fears were driven to 
the winds. Again, the great principles f in- 
volved in the contest, are the principles, I 
trust, of my latest and last love. I could not 
oppose them — they are unbending truths, — 
though I might have been favorable to some 
oilier mode of propagating them. Yet I am 
satisfied; I am with you, and sucli as my 
broken and weak abilities arc, they arc in the 
cause. You, dear friends, know I eould not 
act otherwise, without committing suicide on 
my own conceptions of right and wrong. Let 
us always, then, bear in mind, that the intel- 
lectual principle detained in an immoral or de- 
based body, like the martyr in his dungeon, 
may retain its value, but has lo3t its useful- 
ness. 

Finally, that the great, unerring principle 
of Eternal Light may guide and direct us'inlo all 
pTO&table wisdom, and enable us all firmly to 
unite in the cause of truth, is the ardent desire 
of your friend, J. C. Morcl. 

JIarrisburg, October 16th, 1838. 



For the National Reformer. 

Philadelphia, Oct. 15, 1838. 
3Icssrs. Editors': — The author of the fol- 
lowing letter is a very interesting boy, be- 
tween thirteen and fourteen years of age. 
The circumstance that gave rise to it, you 
perceive, is shown upon its f-ice. If you 
think, with me, that its publication will have 
a tendency to stimulate some of your young 
readers to renewed diligence in the improve- 
ment of their minds, you will be so good as 
to give it a place in your paper, and oblige 
Yours, &c. \V. I). 

BALTIMORE, Sept. 24th, 1838. 

Dear Sir: — 1 sit down to pen a few thoughts 
to you, in compliance with your request. My 
father received your letter dated August 27th, 
in which, I perceive, you desire me to write 
you a letter, the contents of which are to con- 
sist of a few remarks on the Bible, &c, which 
remarks I shall now attempt to make. 

First, then, you desire tor know, whether 
or not I read the Bible much ? I do; but more 
especially that portion of it called the New 
Testament. The benefit resulting from a pe- 



rusal of the New Testament, is, indeed, very 
great I conceive the Bible to be the most 
excellent book in the world. Its contents arc 
invaluable, and should be continually studied, 
on account of the supreme dignity of its 
Author. It is of totoili&l origin. Il came 

from Gddi It came from Him who is the 
Ruler of the universe — who is the Creator of 
die world — who M holdcih the wind in his 
fists, ami the waters in the hollow of his 
hands-" It came from Him who "stretch- 
eth forth the heavens alone — who sprendeth 

abroad the earth, by himself!" who " maketh 
the clouds his chariot, and ridcth upon the 
wings of the wind." Il is this heavenly 
book that informs us, that we arc but sojourn- 
ers here; that we have immortal souls ; souls 
which arc destined either to live happy ill the 
regions of everlasting bliss, or bo for ever 
miserable in the dark and bottomless pit. It 
informs us that a day of final* retribution is 
approaching — that awful day, when the Lord 
shall come in his glory— wheumiUions, who 
are now entombed in the narrow confines of 
the grave, shall rise, shall burst the bands of 
death, and go forth to meet their Judge. Were . 
it not for this heavenly book, we would ho 
ignorant of these weighty, these momentous 
truths. Then, sir, if the Scriptures contain 
doctrines so intimately connected with our 
eternal welfare, we should be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with them. 

There is no where to be found such import- 
ant information, as in the Scriptures of the 
New Testament. They leach us there is a 
God, — that he is a Spirit, — and they that wor- 
ship him, must worship him in spirit and in 
truth. They leach us, that he is omnipotent, 
omniscient, omnipresent, eternal, and immu- 
table. They leach us that the human heart 
is corrupt, — that man is fallen from his ori- 
ginal rectitude, and can be restored to the fa- 
vor and image of God, by repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
made an atonement for every child of man. 
They leach us that we must be always ready, 
as we know not iheliour in which the Son of 
Man shall come, — that the soul shall, after 
death, pass into another world, — that all 
mankind shall rise from their graves, to meet 
the Judge of quick and dead, who shall reward 
the righteous, and punish the wicked, accord- 
ing to their deserts. We learn from the New 
Testament, that there are two great principles 
which regulate us in our duties towards our 

■ heavenly Father, and to our fellow creatures, 
! viz. love to God, and love to mankind. With 
' respect to God, we are to fear, to serve, to 

■ worship, and obey him ; we are commanded 
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to love him with all the heart, soul, mind, and 
strength; lo do nothing which in inimical to 
his holy will ; lo do all things wilh an cyo lo 
his honor nnd glory. Wilh respect to our 
neighbor, wo arc commanded lo lovo him as 
ourselves,— lo exercise towards him, truth « 
charily, equity, and benevolence; it is our 
duly, in the spirit of meekness, to reprove him, 
not 10 suffer sin upon him ; to do unlo all men 
as wc would they should do unto us. Upon 
these two principles, viz. love lo God, and our 
neighbor, are based the fundamental doctrines 
of Christianity. The gosptd enjoins a forgiving 
temper, and condemns a revengeful one; it 
requires us to set our affections, not on the 
things of this world, but on the things above. 
The Bible is, indeed, consoling to ihc Chris- 
tian, while passing through this inhospitable 
wilderness. When hunted like the beast of 



the forest, — when persecuted, — when reviled 
on account of his religion, — when his nearest 
friends, nay, when his falhcr and mother for- 
sake him, he can read his Bible, and there en- 
joy peace and consolation. He there finds, 
that when his father nnd mother forsake him, 
then the Lord will lake him up, — ihat he will 
be his protector, — that his Saviour has de- 
clared, ** Blessed are ye when men shall revile 
you, and shall persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you, falsely, fur my 
sake ;" li Rejoice, and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven." The Bible 
is a 44 lamp unto his feet, and a light unto his 
pain ;" "a pillar of cloud by clay, and a pillar 
of fire by night." In Ihc midst of persecutions 
and sore conflicts, it cheers and comforts him, 
lie can say, in reference to this heavenly book: 

•'Here arc my choicest treasures bid, 
Here my best com fori lies; 

Here rpy ue&irei nr« wllsfied, 

And hence ray hopes wise. 
Kor luxe I lenm hmv JejUl «lie«l, 

1*0 save my |01ll IrOlD hell; 
Not all the books on earlh beside, 

Such heavenly wonders tell." 

Sir, I have very imperfectly complied wilh 
your request- The inaccuracies you may dis- 
cover, you will, I am sure, attribute to the 
inexperience of my youth. 

Yours, &c. ice, W. I. W. 



nnd hospitably entertained, at the house of 
Mr. Henry Davis. Previous notice having 
been given, I repaired to the place for lecture, 
whore 1 found a large congregation in waiting. 
1 addressed them at some length, in which 
time 1 1 io greatest interest was manifested. My 
esteemed friend, A. M. Piccmun, agent for 
the Colored American, who was present, made 
an able and interesting address. Mr. J. Par- 
rish, son of the venerable Dr. Parrish, of 
Philadelphia, in some happy and appropriate 
remarks, defended oxir brethren in Burlington 
from the aspersions of their enemies. Morally 
and mentally, our "colored" brethren hero 
will compare wilh any town in ihc United 
Slates. They have a day school, also a 
Moral Reform Society in a very flourishing 
condition. Under the banner of union they 
seem to rally, and it is indeed consolatory to 
see the good people of this town laying aside 
sectarianism and local jealousies for t he ad- 
vancement of the Redeemer's kingdom. I re- 
commended to the brethren the importance of 
forming a county society. The meeting was 
closed in fervent prayer to God, by the Rev. 



Mr. 



■, circuit minister. 

Yours, very truly, 

John B. Roberts. 



Wo have received tlio following letter for 

publ ication. It is from the agent of ihc American 

Moral Reform Society. 

For the National Reformer. 

Burlington, Sept. 17th, 1838. 
Mr. John Burr: 

Dear Sir ; — I arrived here this evening, at 



chastity. 
Chastity consists in a fixed abhorrence of 
-all forbidden sensual indulgences; a recollec- 
tion of past impurities with shame and sorrow; 
a resolute guard over the thoughts, passions, 
and actions for the future; a steady abstinence 
from the most distant approaches of lust and 
indecency ; n lively consciousness " of the 
omnipresence of the Almighty, who sees and 
knows all our actions, nnd our most hidden 
thoughts, and who is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity. 

WISDOM. 

Honors, monuments, and all the works of 
vanity nnd ambition, nro demolished nnd de- 
stroyed by time, but the reputation of wisdom 
is venerable to posterity. 

CONSCIENCE. 

A good conscience is to the soul what 
health is to the body. It preserves a constant 
case and serenity within us, and more than 
countervails all the calamities and afflictions 
that can bofal us. 



DRY GOODS STORE, 
half past seven o'clock, where I was received, No. 219 North Second street, Philada. 



LYD1A. WtllTK'S 
jREQUITED LABOR GROCERY 

AND 
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REV, WILLIAM WATRINSP LETTER 

No. 1. 

In our last, we promised to continue our 
J notice of this letter in the present number; 
we shall be as brief as possible. Mr. W, 
follows in ihc path of his predecessors ihol 
have Written on this subject, and without giv- 
ing us arguments to prove the necessity of in- 
serting ihc 'term -colored," with an air of 
triumph proceeds by interrogation, and says t 
44 does it (the term 'colored 1 ) convey an idea 
of degradation? 1 ' We shall pay him in his 
own coin, by saying, » docs it convey an 
idea" of merit? If not, why should we be 
so very, tenacious about its constant use. Is 
it not generally used in churches, schools, 
moral and beneficial societies, as a term to de- 
signate ihc boundary of action on moral and 
Christian duly ? If so it maintains in prac- 
tice a doctrine that is at war with the princi- 
ples of universal benevolence ; and is there- 
fore evil in its tendency. 

Mr. W. in his steamboat illustration, as far 
as he proves anything, proves all we desire. 



rights and eternal truths a recommendation 
to narrow down our principles to the diminu- 
tive standard of the dctestiblc prejudice with 
which we are surrounded. No, we cannot doit. 
Heaven forbid that we should malte the at- 
tempt. The founders of our Society were fully 
aware of the position they were taking before 
Ifae world. In reviewing the condition of our 
common country, they saw her rocking in 
the cradle of moral death; and that nothing 
could save her from destruction, but a recur- 
rence to those great moral principles that have 
m all ages preserved mankind from the fury 
of the » destroying angel." They believed in 
the efficacy of moral truth to heal the worst 
of national maladies. They knew that one- 
sixth of this nation was enslaved, and a larger 
portion was oppressed, while the whole white 
and colored were contaminated with the "pre- 
judice of caste." They knew that national 
evils required national remedies. They look- 
ed upon the overthrow of slavery by the power 
of truth and love as morally certain. They 
cleanly saw that "prejudice of caste" held 



1st. Jhatw.h regard to the sulTerers he a higher seat in the auctions of the people of 



was guided wholly by a sense of Christian 
duty, arid not by ihe heathenish and selfish 
spirit of caste. 2d. That all who are go- 
verned by those « invidious distinctions" de- 
serve to be "stigmatized with the opprobium 
of selfishness." 3d. That if he himself had 
been pledged by a declaration of princi- 



fu" of the colored man, he would not have 
been at liberty to extend a helping hand to 
the drowning white man, even if the whole 
company had been engaged in snatching 
the colored man from a watery grave. 

Mr. W. objects to the title of our Society 
as being " too sweeping." We frankly confess 
that, .after reading all the previous part of the 
letter, that paragraph struck us with asto- 
nishment. Wc were not prepared to hear 



the United States, than slavery itself. They 
believed thai national happiness depended on 
its abolition." In the language of friend W.. 
they forgot their "degraded condition," in 
the nobleness of the enterprise. They dis- 
carded the formal rules of " propriety" that 
slavery and prejudice had engendered, and de. 



pies to labor for the exclusive bene- tcrn.incd to enlist as men to aid in their anni- 



hilation. They laid the basis of nn institu- 
tion on the eternal principles of God's moral 
government, and formed a structure thereon 
Sufficiently comprehensive to embrace every 
man, woman, and child in the United States. 
There is none, of Whatever rank, rich, poor, 
old, young, black, or while, but may be bene- 
fited by being associated for the execution 
of such a grand design. None arc prohibited 
from joining it- We named it American, that 



fmm «,..„i iii, 1 1 joining n. »rc juimeu u American, that 

" 8Udl a P led S^ advocate of universal | we might express our national feelings and 
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national attachments. We commend it to the 
patronage of every American that loves his 
country, and desires the peace and happiness 
of mankind. If the whole American people 
were to subscribe to our principles inainccrily, 
neither slavery nor prejudice would live a single 
hour. The assumption that anything is morally 
improper for a colored man to perform that 
is morally right for a white man lo dp, is an 
impeachment of the equal endowments of our 
human nature. Hence, we olTer no apology 
for the commencement of any undertaking, 
however insignificant. 

Mr. Watkins says we aim to " spread the 
doctrines of Universal Liberty," among a 
people thoroughly indoctrinated in those 
principles? AVe believe to the contrary. 
We consider the majority of the people of 
this nation, with regard to the subject of 
M Universal Liberty," are both blind and 
dumb. Mr. W. f 8 letter bears the impress of 
haste, and as our object was not criticism, 
'but explanation, we shall conclude the subject. 
We have not sought controversy, but those 
who have read the " Colored American" of 
August last, will sec that we could not avoid 
noticing this letter. 



"SHERIDAN'S LETTER." 
We have just read a well -written letter 
from "Louis Sheridan" to Lewis Tappan, 
Esq., of New York, descriptive of all in and 
about one of those sublunary planets of that 
" Heaven-born scheme," the American Colo- 
nization Society. The place where Mr. 
Sheridan has located is called Edina, so chris- 
tened, we believe, by that valiant and eminent- 
ly distinguished Quaker, brother Elliott Ores- 
son, Esq., to commemorate the liberality of 
the good citizens of Edinburgh, who were 
NOT duped by the oleaginous tongue of bro- 
ther Cresson, to give their money in further- 
ance of the designs, "deep and damned,". of 
that most detestable of all His Satanic Ma- 
jestifa contrivances — the American Coloni- 
zation Society. We will publish Mr. S.'s 
letter in our next, together with that of our 
fearless and magnanimous friend and advocate, 
Lewis Tappan, Esq.* 



UNIVERSAL LIBERTY. 
This doctrine, although it has been shroud- 
ed in pagan darkness, superstition, error, and 
despotism, for five thousand years, claims an 
existence co-cxlcnsivc with the history of 
creation, when «« God said, let us make man 
in our own image, after our likeness ; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over the cat- 
tle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth." 
Thus did our wise and benevolent Creator 
establish the boundary of man's dominion, 
before our first parents were created. Man 
was made universally free from the dominion 
of his fellow man, as well as from the inferior 
portions of creation- Thus every doctrine 
that militates against man's universal right to 
be free, is al war with the will and design of- . 
the Almighty. The first issue made against 
the free and unrestrained exercise of man's 
right to enjoy liberty, was the day in which 
human despotism was fust bom. 

Universal Liberty is a grand fundamental 
principle, that advocates the universality of 
natural rights and equitable privileges. It is 
one of God's moral attributes, that is arrayed 
against slavery and proscription. It holds 
such an important rank in the moral attributes, 
that it is impossible to do justice to the cause 
of Moral Reform, without giving it a conspi- 
cuous place in the calendar of operatives. 
Had its principles been extensively dissemi- 
nated, slavery could never have been intro- 
duced into .the world. As a principle, it 
occupies the loftiest summit, and should hold 
the highest seat in the affections of a frco" 
people. It stands superior to every local 
object, it maintains a standard that is eter- 
nal. It aims a levelling blow at the institu- 
tions of slavery over universal space ; and 
when these shall have been abolished, it will 
teach mankind to perpetuate liberty for 
ever. 

It will be useful to ourselves, — for the de- 
pravity of the human heart being ever the 
same, under whatever complexion it may bo 
veiled, it may be necessary to enforce these 



principles to prohibit our own people from 
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entering into the odious crime of enslaving 
' their fellow men. 

Wc give It our support, both as divine anil 
moral agents. For whatever exists, in con- 
tradistinction to the divine and moral govern- 
' ment, is an enemy to religion and morality; 
; and, consequently, invades both the present 
; and eternal happiness of man. We owe it 
to our country's independence and national 
declaration, that its creed may be rendered 
complete and effectual. We owe it to our 
enslaved brethren to aid in undoing their 
[ heavy burdens. And there is nothing in 
policy or expediency that should deter us 
■ from such a method of action. For there is 
no situation in which a human being can be 
placed, with, regard to national or individual 
I privileges, that should deter them from as- 
sorting and maintaining the truths that are 
' based upon the laws of God, and the rights 
I 0| " man. Whatever consequences may be 
attendant on such a course, will always re- 
dound to the advancement of the , cause we 
I aim to promote. The sin of slavery, in this 
I nation, is not wholly confined to any single 
I grade or complexion,— all, both white and 
colored, trie nominally free, as well as the 
I enslaved, are interwoven in the same network. 

T rue it is, that there are different degrees of 
I crime aiid suffering between the tyrant and 
those oppressed, yet all share the effect of its 
pollution. It is to throw ofT this burden, 
that is already national, wicked, and unneces- 
sary, that is the object of universal liberty to 
achieve. 

L And it is not only bodily, but- mental en- 
slavement that is to be removed. Under the 
paralyzing influence of die former, the na- 
tional mind has become bound within the 
I Province of ignorance and superstition. When 
! lhis €™ principle shall have become predo- 
minant, wan shall become truly free, both 
bodily and mentally, standing forth erect, with 
a free, bold, and intellectual structure ; ac- 
countable only to his God, and the govern- 
ment of his country, for the rutin* of his 
actions. Men may accommodate themselves 
to an expediency to pave their way to moral 
grounds,- but, when they assume a "real 
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stand on moral principles, they oflend the 
standard by using an inefficient means for its 
support. Political policy and expediency 
may be managed by policy and expediency, 
because it fulfils a general rule. But what is 
morally right, can never be morally wrong. 
All standards must be maintained by princi- 
ples of their Own nature. So, In' a moral 
reformation, we must use the weapons of 
moral principle to promote the objects of those 
principles. Our possession of mora! rights 
is inseparably connected with our duty to ex- 
ercise those rights. The principles of liberty 
are ever pure and inalienable,* and nothing 
should deter us from giving it a bold and en- 
during advocacy. 

Education will enlarge our faculties, tem- 
perance regulate their exercise, and economy 
preserve the materials; but the principles of 
universal liberty must give the polish. It 
pleads alike the interest of the master and the 
slave,— its object is right, and its action is 
love. 

The objection may arise, with some of our 
brethren, (that have, by the intuition of nature, 
adopted Dr. WaylanJ's code of human re- 
sponsibilities,) that to advocate the principles 
of- universal liberty is taking a stand against 
slavery in our country similar to the Anti- 
Slavery Societies; and that we, as "colored 
people/* should keep ourselves separate from 
any such a method of action. We will take 
the first proposition for granted, and who 
dare claim a better right than we to aid in 
removing the wrongs from our brethren, the 
slaves. 

With regard to the second, we say that we 
should keep from every thing that is sinful; 
and, unless it can be proven that to advocate 
universal liberty is a sin, it is as much incum- 
bent on us, as on any other portion of the 
American people, to labor for the successful 
triumph of this great fundamental principle of 
human rights. Those that have not yet repu- 
diated the system of American slavery, and 
condemned their own practice with regard to 
its overthrow, have the tirst great step to make 
in this grand reformation. Situated as we 
are, in relation to the productive and manu- 
facturing interests of this country, we are 
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anily strengthening the system of slave- j mem ol tlic licview will have a salutary 
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, fry by our patronage of the products of slave 
labor. M'hcn wc consider that (what is 
termed) the free colored population contribute 
■wo millions annually to the support of Am* 
fcicirn slavery, an amount sufficient to employ 
jSO.OOO slaves annually-— with whose stripes 
and sufferings we are identified day by day 
pn our food and rainment — wc abjure the 
■false and limited constructions of human 
duties, that would go to screen any set, or 
tbody of people from action, on account of their 
jeomplexiona] variation from that of the op- 
pressor. Contemplate this subject, fellow 
{citizens, and ask yourselves whether an en- 
lightened conscience will sanction your silent- 
fly looking on at the murdering of your 
Jbrethren and sisters on the "funeral pyre" of 
■-slavery, without enlisting your feelings and 
(action in some moral effort for their ro 
\dcmption. 

Wc are all slaveholders indirectly, — the 
I guilt, whether of our own choosing or not, 
lis with us, and the blood-stained garments, 
1 with which this giant sin ha? I i m covered, 
I lies at our own doors. By partaking of its 
■fruit*, in our repast, we give nourishment 
I to slavery, thai " Bohun Upas tree," that 
I stands so erect in the Southern portion of 
I eur confederacy, and spreads its detestable 
branches over our whole Union. It power- 
\M\y exhibits the fertility f its soil, and the 
I strength and nourishment it receives from an 
[Eastern population. 



We publish in part, (the remainder in our 
| ^xt number,) the annexed able review from 
*« 11 Friend," of this city, entitled "Remarks 
on the Opinion of the Supreme Cot4tt on the 
mg/tti of Colored Persons in relation to 
Suffrage." Although the matter of the Con- 
stitution is settled, and the iofam ous decision 
Of the Chief Justice of non-effect, (for as a 
signal retribution of Providence^ the Judge is 
disappointed, uprooted, politically guillo- 
tined by hi* own wieked policy, for the very 
onen disfranchised, by his decision, couM t and 
WQtild % by their votes, have saved the old 
foriMimtion,)-- yet we hope that the ar«u- 



influcncc on the public mind, so as to effect 
speedily an amendment to the 11 amended Con- 
stitution," in relation to the political rights 
of those whose complexions are more stable 
than the uncertain and flickering shade of 
what is called white. 

Remarks on the Opinion of the Supreme 
Court on the Right* of Colored Persons 
tn relation to Suffrage. + 

A question of great importance to the co- 
lored inhabitants of Pennsylvania has been 
recently decided by the Supreme Court of this 
state. The question arose upon a writ of 
error to the judgment of the common picas of 
Luzerne county, in an action by Win. Fogg, 
a negro, against the inspector and judges of 
the election, for refusing his vole. In the 
Court below the plaintiff recovered. The Su- 
preme Court has decided that, under the pre- 
sent Constitution of Pennsylvania, a negro is 
not entitled to a vote, and therefore reversed 
the judgment. 

The opinjpn of the Court was delivered by 
Gibson, chief justice. This opinion I purpose 
to examine; and if in this examination I 
should not attempt a parade of legal learning 
by quoting a cart-load of authorities which 
have little or no relation to the question at 
issue, it is to be hoped the reader will not 
pay Jess regard to the argument on thai ac- 
count. 

The chief justice begins with the declara- 
tion that this same question has now arisen 
the second time. That "about the year 
1705, as 1 have it from James Gibson, Esq., 
of the Philadelphia bar, the very point before 
us was ruled by the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals, against the right of negro suffrage. 
.Mr. Gibson declined an invitation to be con- 
cerned in the argument, and therefore has no 
memorandum of the cause to direct us to the 
record. I have had the office searched for it; 
but the papers had fallen into such disorder 
as to preclude a hope of its discovery. . Most 
of them were imperfect, and many were lost 
or misplaced. Bui Mr. Gibson** remembrance 
of the derision is perfect, and entitled to full 
confidence. That the case was not reported, 
is, probably, owing to the fact that the judges 
gave no reasons, and the omission is the 
more to he regretted, as a report of it would 
have put the question at rest, and prevented 
much unpleasant excitement. Still the judg- 
ment is not the less authoritative as a prece- 
dent. Standing as the court of last resort, 
that tribunal bore the same relation to this 



Conn, ilial the Supreme Court docs to tlic 
Common Pleas; and as lis authority could 
not bo questioned then, it cannot be question- 
ed now. The point, therefore, is not open 
to discussion on original grounds." That is, 
I apprehend, the question is not opeu to dis- 
cussion at all. It is already decided, and the 
jlhiges of the Supreme Court are bound by 
the decision. The High Court of Errors and 
Appeals are supposed to hace given no rea- 
sons for their opinion; our present judges 
are, therefore, not convinced by their reasons 
hut hound by their authority. Whatever 
reasons the former judges may have had, 
whether strong or weak,, the latter are not at 
liberty to arrive, by any arguments of their 
own, at a different conclusion. Having a* 
sumed this ground, they might have saved 
themselves the trouble of giving any ar*u- 
mente upon the subject. They were proles 
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lnew business, therefore, was, according to 
their own principles, to find the besl argu- 
ments they could in support of it. If The 
principles of the Constitution, fairly expound- 
e<1, were in danger of leading to the con- 
clusion tnat negroes were entitled to vote, the 
decision of the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals prohibited its adoption. Our iud<re« 



J 7 

may have been connected with (he ease, and 
nflnenced the decision, and yet not ioroiring 
he general principle of negro suffrage, that 
we can form „o proper judgment of the prin- 
ciples or extent of the derision #HHm a 
pledge of these points. We are not even 
JM what the case was, or who were the par- 
JW. For any thmg we know, a negro or 
molatto may hare claimed the right to rote, 
and yet have been nnable to prove a resi' 
dence ,n the slate during the Inst two years. 
Ur the payment of a lax within that time 
may not have been proved. Jnmes Gibson, 
fifty it appears, was not engaged in the dis- 
cussion; «a,,d may very possibly have .tip- 
posed the decision of the Court to rest on the 
broad principle of color, instead of its turn- 
mg upon some incidental circumstance— upon 
something independent of the thickness of the 
hps or the crisp of the hnir. To make the 

r*a*o o i.'.. T « i. . . 



m i i r — . — J* wuLjni io Know, 
not merely that the Court decided that a 
negro had not a right to vote, bm ft,, (h dgm 
anon turned upon his being a negro. I ma . 
gine the case to have been similar to that 
now before us. That a negro had prosecuted 
the inspectors and judges or an election for 
refusing his vote, and that the cause was car- 
r.ed by appeal to the court in question. Is it 
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adopting those conclusions only which 'are 
lairly deducible from Hie premises. 

Rut let us look for a moment at this binding 
precedent. I confess I should hesitate to art 
mil that such a man as Chief Justice Gibson 



foreigner, who had never been naturalized, 
may cla.ni the right of suffrage, but the re- 
jection of the claim would net prove that 
foreigners, when naturalized, must be forever 
excluded. 



eivf I i juoiicf i.i ids on excluded. 



. . "v bpua x luutfi consult' 

t'S testimony as a very extraordinary founda- 
"0"j upon which to rest an important judicial 
uccision. j'here arc ao many points which 



1,11 > ™ ve nv < a SWffle monosyllable, which 
may be easily elippcd in or out of the me- 
n.ory in forty years. I well remember that near 
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the close of the last century i but subsequent 
to the year 1 7 U 5 , 1 was informed by a man 
of veracity, who was extensively conversant 
villi ihc a Hairs of the people of color, thai 
Willi. tin Lewis, Esq., a lawer whose memory 
will not be soonest, had, a little while before, 
•established and procured the recognition of a 
fcegro's right to vote. Pulling, then, the con- 
tributions of J. Gibson's memory and mine 
together, we may infer that the decision, to 
which he refers, was founded upon some in- 
Htidental circumstance, and did not involve the 
general principle. It is obvious that on? 
black, man may have claimed the right i lie— 
'gaily, and yet the race at large be under no 
{disability in relation to the right of suffrage ; 
but if any one of them has the constitutional 
j. right to vote, the race, as a race, is not excluded. 
The article in the Constitution, relative to 
the right3 of suffrage, is in the following 
I words ; 41 In elections by the citizens, every 
p freeman of the" age of twenty-one years, hav> 
fing resided in the state two years before the 
'election, and within that time paid a slate or 
county tax, which shall have been assessed 
at least six mouths before tlie election, shall 
enjoy the rights of an elector.* 

To show thai those who are not slaves or 
servants, are nevertheless not necessarily free- 
men in the sense of the Constitution, the learned 
judge observes, thai " the freedom of a muni- 
cipal corporation, or body politic implies fel- 
lowship and participation of corporate rights; 
but an inhabitant of an incorporated place, 
who is neither servant nor slave, though 
bound by its Jaws, may be no freeman in re- 
spect to its government." To prove that the 
legal meaning of the word freeman is not pe- 
culiar to British corporations, he cites one of 
the Iaw9 for the government of Pennsylvania 
agreed upon in England in 1682, in which 
the word is used in this specific sense; " Every 
inhabitant of the province that is or shall be a 
purchaser of one hundred acres of land or up- 
wards, his heirs am! assigns, and every per- 
fon who shall have paid his passage, and shall 
have taken up one hundred acres of land, at a 
penny an acre, and have cultivated ten acres 
thereof; and every person that hath a servant 
or bondman, and is free by his service, that 
■hall have taken up his fifty acres of land, 
and shall have cultivated twenty thereof ; and 
every inhabitant, artificer, or other resident 
in the said province that pays scot and lot to 
the government, shall be deemed and ac- 
counted a freeman of the said province; and 
every such person shall be capable of elect- 
ing or being elected representatives of the 
people in Provincial Council or General As- 



sembly of the said province." '* Now," says 
Judge Gibson, " why this minute and elabo- 
rate detail? Had it been intended that all but 
servants and slaves should be freemen to every 
intent, it had been easier and more natural lo 
say so. But it was not intended." Had it been 
intended thai no persons of African descent 
should be deemed freemen in the sense in 
which the term was then used, it had been 
easy and natural to say so. The supposition 
that these laws, if now in force, would exclude 
the whole African race from the right of 
suffrage, i9 altogether gratuitous. The de- 
scription here given of those who were to be 
accounted freemen capable of electing and be- 
ing elected representatives, manifestly applies 
to a large part of the colored race. They 
are inhabitants of the state, and many of 
them hold property and pay scot and lot to 
the government. The design of these laws, 
Which the judge asserts was to admit no man 
to the freedom of the province who had not 
a stake in it, would not, therefore, exclude 
the colored race; for they have an interest, 
as well as the whites, in the prosperity of the 
country.- It must, indeed, be admitted, that 
the prejudices indulged by the whites against 
the negro Tace, have a powerful tendency to 
alienate their affection from the land of their 
birth, and to make them enemies to their 
country. But to pronunce them aliens, desti- 
tute of interest in the country, and unfit to be 
trusted with the rights of sum-age, merely 
because we ourselves have chosen to treat 
them as enemies, is neither good policy nor 
sound law. " That the clause which relates 
to freedom by service was not intended for 
manumitted slaves, is evident from the fact 
that there were none ;" consequently, the class 
which this provision designed to exclude from 
the freedom of the province "could not have 
been manumitted slaves; "it regarded not 
slavery, but limited servitude expired by 
etflux of lime/' But that is precisely the 
species of servitude through which a lar^e 
part of the colored inhabitants of Pennsyl- 
vania have passed. By the law of 1780 every 
child bom in the state, after the passage of 
the act, who would have been a slave if that 
law had not been made, was declared lo be 
the servant of such person as would have 
been the owner of such child, provided that 
law had not been made, to be held until such 
child should attain the age of twenty-eight 
years, in the manner, and on the conditions 
whereon servants bound by indenture for four 
years are retained; and to be liable to like 
correction, and entitled to like relief in case 
of evil treatment, and to like freedom dues 
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and other privileges as. servants bound by in- 
denture for four ventB are entitled. But in 
case the owner should abandon li is claim to 
the service of such Child, the overseers of the 
poor arc required to bind him or her as an 
apprentice, for a lime not exceeding the age 
of twenty-eight years. Thus, we see, the act 
of 1780 placed the immediate descendants of 
slaves upon the same ground with indented 
servants. Of those who are born of free pa- 
rents, it is wc|] known that a large part are 
bound by their parent* or others, to serve for 
ft limned time. Hence it is manifest that 
thejr are freemen by the very terms of the 
laws of 1G92. As to those colored persons 
who have been brought np by their parents, 
and never bound out by indenture, if they 
bold property and pay taxes, or in the terms 
oi the law, pay SC ot and lot to the govern- 
ment, the same laws declare them to be 
freemen, "At that time, certainly, the case 
Ol a manumitted slave, or of his freeborn pro 
geny, was not contemplated as one to be pro 
Tided for in the founder's scheme of policy/ 
No, it was not, and in the liberal mind of 
VVm. Penn, no provision was necessary. 

If we are to judge of this scheme of policy 
hy his own declaration, both before he be- 
came a legislator and" afterwards, we must 
conclude that he intended to allow to all the 
freemen of the province, who paid taxes to 
the government, a voice in the formation and 
administration of the laws. In his treatise 
entitled, - England's Present Interest Const- 
dered, which was published in 1675, about 
seven years before the laws in question were 
Wined, he lays it down as a fundamental 
principle that the people are panics to the 
laws, and have a voice in them. And in his 
exposition of the principles of liberty, after 
|if beca " , , e a legislator, he expresses himself 
r?; "That is liberty where the laws govern 
and the people arc parties to the law." That 
us scheme of policy did not limit his justice 
W persons of his own color, is manifest from 
"is care to extend it to the Indians. The 
provision, that disputes which might arise, in 
relation to property, between the natives and 
he new settlers, should be adjusted by six of 
the lormcr and the same number of the latter, 
IS an evidence of his liberality towards that 
class ol h,s fellow men. The measures which 
"e promoted to improve the condition of the 
negroes in the province, both by word and re- 
Wgjous instruction, and .by legislative acts, 
sufficiently prove that he had no disposition 
jo treat them as the outcasts of society. Ill 
hia description of those who were to be ac- 
counted freemen, according to the sense in 
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which be used the word, ihcre is no eMep. 
Uon on. account of color; therefore, we have 
no authority for supposing that any was in. 
tended T suppose such an intention, and 
make that supposition the basis of a judicial 
decision, excluding the whole colored race 
from the rights which the letter, if not the 
intention, oi these laws secure to them, is to 
pay little regard to the character of W. Penn, 
as well as to manifest small progress in libe- 
rality of sentiment, during the hundred and 
fifty years which have passed since those laws 
were agreed on* 

" I iiave quoted the passage, however, to 
show that the word freeman was applied in a 
peculiar sense to the political compact of our 
ancestors, resting, like a corporation, on a 
charter from the crown ; and exactly as it 
was applied to bodies politic at home." And 
in this definition of a freeman, according to 
that peculiar sense, a great pari of the people 
of color, now resident in Pennsylvania, are 
obviously included. The provisions subse- 
quently quoted by the learned judge from the 
act of union, the charter of privileges, the act 
of settlement, and the act of naturalization, 
relate to foreigners; and, therefore, have no 
application to persons born in the country. 
The reasoning of the judge, by which Jie 
labors to establish the doctrine that up to the 
moment in which the article of our Constitu- 
tion relative to elections was penned, the 
word freeman was used in a specific sense, 
and implied, like the term citizen which son* 
planted it, one who had a voice in public af- 
fairs, brings him no nearer the conclusion 
which he is striving to attain. For there is 
nothing in his facts or principles to prove 
that negroes, paying taxes to the government, 
had not a voice in public affaire. Indeed, the 
laws which he has quoted, combined with the 
act of 1780, prove directly that the term free- 
men, in its specific sense, includes them. They 
arc exactly of the character of persons which 
those laws declare to be freemen, capable of 
electing or being elected representaiives. Not 
a word is any where found intimating that an 
exception is to be made on account of color, 
or the condition of the ancestors. It is well 
known that a considerable number of convicts 
were sent from England to some of the colo- 
nies- II is not probable that the founder of 
Pennsylvania intended that persons of that 
description should lake part in the administra- 
tion of public affairs; yet who would now 
think of excluding a native white man from 
the rights of citizenship, because his great 
grandfather was transported to America for 
some infamous crime 1 {To be continued.) 
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*« REPORT OF THE HOARD OF 
EDUCATION." • 

We con Unci e our extracts from ihc "Jour- 
nal of the Franckean Synod**' The following 
Report on Education is replete with sound 
advice, learning, and piety. 

The Education Board of the Franckean Sy- 
nod, respectfully report; 

Thai they have assisted in pari one young 
man preparing for the ministry; that they 
feel fully convinced of the importance of edu- 
cation, and that its friends should unite their 
efforts in atTbrding all necessary aid to indi- 
gent pious young men to acquire knowledge 
according to the demands of the ministry.! 
As the wants of our beloved Zion are diversi- 
fied* so men with different education may la- 
bor successfully, and be ornaments of the 
Christian ministry ; and all who may apply, 
your board can constitutionally educate, or 
help in part. Indeed, we should n*** " _o 
nice regard .for the tools employ in doing 
the work, as for the work done. If the de- 
sirable object of the ministry can be gained 
by men differently qualified in literature, be 
assured the approbation of the Most High 
will not be lost, and the reprobation of fasti- 
dious men can be dispensed with. AVe should 
have two objects distinctly in view, whilst 
mining men up for the gospel ministry — the 
wants of the church, and a high standard of 
classical and theological education, lint the 
pressing claima of Zion should always have 
the preference. As the church permits, so 
raise the standard of education and the dura- 
tion of study. The respcctabilily of the. mi- 
nistry in the sight of God, docs not depend 
so much upon classical and literary intelli- 
gence, as upon its usefulness and keeping 
pace with the loud and perishing calls of a 
dying world. Not always the most learned 
ministers are the wisest and most distinguish- 
ed in winning souls to God. A man of vast 
learning without religion, is comparatively 
worthless in Zion, whilst a man with mode- 
rale information in literature, but with the 
Holy Ghost in his heart, and burning love to 
a holy God and perishing men, may do good ; 
still, when high literary attainments and the 
sanctified influence of grace and deep-toned 
piety, combine in a man, qualifying him well 
for the ministry, he may accomplish an in- 
conceivable amount of good in the world. 
Such a man is a Luther, a Francke, a Wes- 
ley, a Baxter, a Whitcficld, an Edwards, and 
finally, like many bright stars in the firma- 
ment of Zion, at the present day. Classical 



qualification should not he the essential sup- 
port, the main pillar of the ministry, but tho- 
rough, divine, and experimental knowledge 
of the sacred Scriptures — the good, holy, and 
purifying spirit of the Lord should fill the 
ambassadors of God. A ministry taught of 
the Holy Ghost ia more cfleetunl in stemming 
infidelity, in raising up the Bible as our polar 
star, and in converting a world to God, than 
a ministry dead in religion and affluent in 
scientific knowledge. Notwithstanding, god- 
liness is so essential and paramount to the 
success of the ministry, still literature is an ex- 
cellent handmaid — a great and important help. 
It assists in unfolding the Scriptures. It dis- 
ciplines the mind and opens a wide field of 
knowledge. The study of the languages and 
ancient history carries us back to the pristine 
ages of the world, teaching us the customs, 
manners, and habits of thinking of olher peo- 
ple. The minds of all public speakers need 
cultivation, to enlarge the conceptions, enliven 
the imagination, to correct and render acuto 
the judgment; finally, to have the mind so 
disciplined as to bring the powers of thought 
and deduction, under consecration and sound 
exercises. It is always necessary and advisa- 
ble to have some liberally educated men to 
guard and direct the movements of the 
church. 

Truly, the church needs intelligent, holy, 
enlightened, and zealous men in vast numbers. 
Men able to teach and defend the doctrines of 
the 11 everlasting gospel." Men humble, 
gentle, and persevering. Men who will urge 
the church up to holiness, speak fearlessly 
the whole counsel of God, and warn sinners 
night and day with tears, like the Apostle 
Paul. From various parts of the land, the 
11 Macedonian cry" conies to our cars upon 
every passing breeze, 11 Come over and help 
us." Destitute churches are famishing — are 
perishing for lack of bread ; sinners are wend- 
ing their way down to helJ, unwarned, un- 
wept; and many, very many wasle places- 
have been as yet unrefreshed by the waters of 
th6 sanctuary. There is a great need of men 
to bear and unfold the Book of Life, anil scat- 
ter its leaves for the healing of the people. 
Do you say that iherc arc many pious men 
longing to enter the ministry ; but deterred by 
indigence, or a lack of necessary qualifica- 
tions? We reply promptly, let them step 
forward, and we will educate and help as 
many as we are able, if possessing the proper 
qualifications in piety and talent, and the rest 
spiay find a welcome home and a liberal heart 
in the American Education Society — that no- 
ble institution, which stands ready with open 
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| arms to rcccivo ibem into li«:r bosom and 
train them up as Lovitoa for (he service of the 
Lord. Her sympathies ami aid will be cor- 
dially extended. She is not only willing to 
display the munificence of ihe church in af- 
fording aid to pioua men, but she even in- 
vites them beneath her sheltering wings. The 

bleeding church calls for them. .Six hundred 
milliona of perishing heathen raise an inces- 
sant cry lor them. Now, let them come for- 
ward with true, glowing, deepened pitlu, 
and die camp of Israel will move onward 
with a steady and unfaltering step. And the 
Lord, whose compassion fails not, will beau- 
tify liis Xion, and cause us to become a holy na- 
tion. Then shall streams of salvation How 
forth from every part of our land to fertilize 
and bless ihe heathen world. Yea, as the 
Proplicl has said, " The righteousness thereof 
shall go forth as brightness, and the salvation 
thereof as a lamp that burnetii," and " ilie 
Gentilcs shall see ourrigliteousncss and kin** 
our glory." ° 

These remarks we make because we love 
our Zion, and feel desirous lo meliorate her 
condition. We do not dislike education— no, 
we love a liberal and thorough education; but 
we love our Zion more. The mind longing 
and thirsting for knowledge is pleasant, and 
cheerfully wilL we gratify it so long as con- 
science shall permit; but from the dying 
groans and broken sighs of a perishing world', 
we cax\ot turn away with indifference. Our 
reply toour bleeding church should be as Peter 
spake on a certain occasion, 41 What we have, 
we give unto thee: lathe name of Jesus 
Christ/' receive the messenger of truth and the 
bread of life. And like the lame man, we would 
see the church M walking, leaping, and prais- 
ing God." 0, for hearts to feel! for wisdom 
to act righteously, that the dews of heaven 
may come down upon our extended Zion, that 
pious men may be raised up for the gospel 
ministry, and that our church may be blessed 
with a host of revival mkn to roll on the 
car of salvation to the ends of the earth ! 



given to facilitate the operations of the Com- 
mittee. In the latter place, wc were parti- 
eularly struck and gratified at the "chaste 
demeanor, and taste refined/* The display 
of "beauty and sentiment/* heightened by the 
amilca of the many benevolent countenances, 
gave a lustre and attractiveness to the scene 
too powerful for us to attempt a description of. 

A meeting of the "Vigihmcc Committee 
was held at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, on 
the evening of October 30th, 1838. Mr. 

Jno. Coaltcr, President, Mr Johnson, 

Vice-President, and Messrs. J. Turner and 
C. Purnoll, Secretaries. 

Prayer having been olTcred, the secretary 
01 the Vigilance Committee staled the object 
ol the meeting, and read the Constitution of 
the Association. A collection was then taken 
up, and on motion, it was 

Resolved, That a Committee of Five be 
appointed to procure a place and call a public 
meeting, where the claims of the Committee 
might be set forth and more efficient means 
adopted to sustain their ellbrts. 

The Committee appointed, conformable to 
the foregoing resolution, were, J, J. G. Hias, 
J. Gihbing, J. Cornish, J. C. White, and 
Samuel Van Brackle. 

The meeting was appropriately addressed 
by several gentlemen, when, on motion, 

Adjourned. 

Jno. Coalter, President* \ • 
J. Turner, >*,.*'. 

C. PURNELL, S &CrC/4,riW - 



VIGILANCE COMMITTEE. 
Subjoined is a report of the proceedings of 
a meeting of the « Vigilance Committee/.' 
and their quarterly receipt of moneys. Wc 
attended a public meeting recently held in 
behalf of the objects of this Association, and 
we were glad to see a lively spirit manifested 
to promote their doings. We also looked into 
the room where the ladies are preparing for 
the fair, the proceeds of which are to be 
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RECEIPTS. 

The Vigilance Commitlee gratefully acknowledge the 
tallowing sums received by ihcm since their last report, 
ending August 1st, 1833. 

By n Friend, for h particular case, S 5 00 

A collection from Woodbury, N.J., by Jno. Free- 
man, 

A collection, August 5th, 
From C. Ilustil $1, R. Gordon, sr., SO cts. 
A collcrtioni in Bethel Church, 
Bj B. Nectllc^giSj by J, Hair, from 

Jacob Ovitcn, 00 ; M. h Uualii, '25 cla.i cul- 
li'Cliou, Jt.'i Utt., 

Hy Perry \V;uivn,fc2 08 i from Mr. .hrol.s,' 50 

cts; Mr. It ,25 an, j J. Turner, S3 els : 

Mr, Rocket, fc1 i D. iiusiii, so cis.. 
From Female Auxiliary, 

From Mrs, Newton, U eta,* Clayton Miller. 

'25 cts., J 

From K. Armstrong, 25 cU ; Mr. II ,-?5cls.; 

Clayton Miller, 50 da.; K. ArnwiroiiK, '-'5 cts. ; 
J. 1'. Johnson, 50 cts. ; collection in Fivsbytc- 
riau Church, 7lh street, gy. OS, . 
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ma THE NATIONAT, 

VVe arc requested to publish ihc following 
Corrcspomlen.ce : 

Philadelphia, Dec. 3d, 1838. 

Jlr. FUhcrt Purvis; 

Stiia — The undersigned, appointed by the 
Philadelphia Library Company," to select 
Ya suitable person to deliver before them their 
Annual Address, have selected you as the 
jppRaker for that occasion. Your compliance 
r\viil oblige the Committee. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servants, 

Jacob C. "White, 
James Neediiam, 
Wji. Douglass. 

Philadelphia, Dec. 5th, 1838. 

■ Mem*. C. White, James JVeetihum, mut William 

Dou&laut: 

Gentlkmkn, — Your letter of the 5th inst., 
I staling that 14 I was selected by you to deliver 

■ before the * Philadelphia Library Company* 
I their Annual Address," was duly received. 
I In complying with your invitation. I have 
} only to regre t that some one more abre than 
I myself* was not selected to discharge the 
I duties of so important an occasion. 

I have the honor, gentlemen, to be 

Your obedient servant, 

Robert Purvis. 



AMALGAMATION. 
J- The two-faced, double-tongued revilcrs of 
I abolitionists and colored men, arc always 
I ready to inflame the public mind with the 
I horrors of amalgamation in the North ; while 
they are equally ready lo sympathise with it 
in the South. They profess to be innocent 
souls, — they interfere with nobody's rights. 
Their God is ambition — their religion, in- 
terest — and their morals of the most pliable 
nature. They have a set of principles for 
every latitude, and never trouble themselves 
about universal rights. They can hale 
slavery in the North, and love it in the South, 
all in the same breath ; poor souls, how 
pliable, and yet how foolish ! Why vent 
their wicked spleen against the social inter- 
course of abolitionists with the free colored 
people, while they suffer the Southern na- 
bobs, the real amalgamators, to go unpunished. 
The truth is, they have always been so ig- 
norant and dumbi that they cannot discover 
the real difference between slavery and frce- 
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dom. They have so long looked upon the 
colored population as properly, that they 
Hcem lo imbibe the belief that the free and 
enslaved were alike subjected to the caprice, 
lust, and rapine of the while man. It is full 
time the charge of amalgamation was with- 
drawn! They will not be intimidated in 
their work of mercy by your false declama- 
tions. They could not amalgamate if they 
desired. There is a sufficient amount of 
prejudice retained in the breasts of the color- 
ed people lo forbid it. Besides, the virtue 
and intelligence of colored females here forms 
an impregnable barrier, over which no man 
of dishonorable motives dare cuter. 

AW^mUts have never advocated this 
doctrine, but, on the contrary, have opposed 
it by their atltempts to overthrow the accursed 
system of slavery that sustains it, so that due 
protection may be given to female virtue. It 
is a doctrine that belongs to none of the re- 
forms of this age. For our own part, wo 
deny that, strickly speaking, such a thing as 
amalgamation can take place with human 
beings, unless it arises from association with 
brutes. 

The Bible informs us of but one creation, 
and that we all have descended from the 
11 seed of Adam." And, until we are con- 
vinced that there have been two creations, we 
will continue to deny that there are different 
species and races in the human family. With 
regard lo marriage, we are willing lo bo 
governed entirely by the Scriptures on that 
suhjeel ; and we believe with Paul, that 
" marriage is honorable in all," and that the 
parties should be bound by 11 mutual cords of 
affection," and that it is not our business lo 
inquire from what country they come, or what 
complexion the Almighty chooses to clothe 
them with i The laws that govern the affec- 
tions of mankind towards each other, \v& 
believe to be-above human legislation. 

ECONOMY. 
As this subject is embraced in the cardinal 
principles of our society, we shall briefly no- 
tice the operation of economy on the interests 
of the human family. Economy may, by 
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many, be termed a rnrt/ioJ, rather than a prin- 
ciple. Its success and rewards depend much 
on tlie support to be derived from education 
and temperance. Economy collect* into one 
grand reservoir all v iat>le fruits for the good 
of society. Wc do not believe that any sub- 
stance was ever lost. Mutter changes both its 
appearance and form, while the elementary 
principles of its nature remain undisturbed. 
Water is capable of existing under three dis- 
tinct forms, viz. : solid, fluid and aeriform. By 
the power of chemical analization, the consti- 
tuent parts of all bodies may become separat- 
ed ; and although they may never again be- 
come re-uniied to the original, they are not 
wholly lost; they have only assumed a new 
form not adapted to our convenience, and are 
consequently lost to us. 

Bui to acquire the means for the elements 
of economy to exert its power, education and 
temperance must lead, as they are capable of 
directing us to the acquisition of useful proper- 
ties. If the old adage be true, "that econo- 
my is wealth," then time is man's most valu- 
able gift— knowledge hia greatest acquisition, 
and money hifl reward. Therefore, economy 
is the grand preservative of all these, and is* a 
necessary operative to make them valuable 
and useful. All these may be summed up 
•under the classification of wealth, from which 
we may enumerate all the advantages of civil- 
ized life. v 

An old age brings a wealth of days ; an ex- 
tensive education brings intellectual wealth; 
while a large amount of money makes pecu- 
niary wealth; and alt these should be so ap- 
plied to the various purposes of life, so that 
their valuable benefits will not be lost to indi- 
viduals and to society. Hence the necessity 
for that great operative, economy. 
• It is the business of education and temper- 
ance to leach us the just value of such com- 
modities as are adapted to our use. 

It is by these agents that we discover the 
difference between our natural and superficial 
wants. It is to the first of these that econo- 
my accommodates itself to, while it is arrayed 
against the lat'.cr. The great object of eco- 
nomy is to save what would be wholly lost to 



the world. For instance* as «oon as the sit- 
perjluoux wants of any people arise to the 
same height of their natural wants, then their 
difficulty to obtain the means of subsistence is 
just what they would be if there were twice 
the amount of population. 

It is those that frame and fashion the cus- 
toms of any people that lay the foundation of 
their happiness or misery. Those that invent 
systems for contacting our superficial wants 
and unnecessary expenditures, are the great- 
est producers of national and individual wealth. 
No people on earth can ever be free while 
luxury and fashion arc such tyrannical gods, 
that they not only claim their adoration, but 
elicit from them their vital substance. 

The God of nature has so regulated our 
wants, that in the production of the soil, and 
the prosecution of the arts and mechanical 
skill, a sufficient amount to gratify our natu- 
ral demands may always be obtained. There 
are difficulties to be met with in the acquisi* 
lion of knowledge and wealth, that calls into 
exertion our noblest faculties. This often 
arises from an increase of population, and that 
just spirit of competition that promotes enter- 
prise. This is as it should be, because it pro- 
motes virtuous emulation. But all the unne- 
cessary difficulties we have to contend with 
are of human origin, and are capable of being 
removed by human means- 
It therefore becomes every people to sur- 
vey their own condition, and discover what 
difficulties obstruct their elevation. Besides 
our illiterate condition, and the advantage a 
share in the government affords to the most 
humble and 11 lowly white man/ 1 we have to 
contend with au unholy prejudice against 
complexion, that militates much against our 
interests. i 

This evil, in connexion with others that 
are national, effect eaclr class without distinc- 
tion or complexion; viz. : ignorance, intemper- 
ance, luxury and slavery, and no people can 
relieve themselves from their influence with- 
out a united effort to perforin some great mo- 
ral good. Wc believe that an analization of 
this prejudice comes directly under our notice, 
that wc may form some provision against its 
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action, [f the question should be asked what 
is this prejudice ? we answer, that it is a cor- 
rupt public sentiment directing its foreo on 
the free colored population ! It Stands on 
guard like an honest sentinel, Bounding the 
alarm at our advancement, lest we should en- 
ter the profitable avenues of civilized life. It 
tends more to retard our onward progress 
than would a tripple amoCIut of population, 
all placed under equitable laws, and equal op- 
portunities of obtaining the necessaries of life. 
We mtust, therefore, practice a system of eco- 
nomy, in order thai we may make some pro- 
vision against this inequality of power, arising 
from the combined influence of national pow- 
er to prohibit our prosperity. For while this 
prejudice exists in its present form, we might 
as well attempt to M scale the throne of Hea- 
ven," as expect to keep pace with the white 
man in all the progressive improvement thai 
illustrates national character, and constitutes 
human greatness, while we imitate their vices, 
fashions, customs and habits. 

But should we establish customs of our 
own, correspondent to our own condition, we 
■shall be able to succeed against all the com- 
bined powers of opposition Although preju- 
dice has been described as a monster of such 
41 hideous mien," that the ministers of the 
everlasting- gospel, and a majority of the 
American church, sanction the doctrine that 
neither the battlements of truth, the appeals 
of humanity, or the power of religion, can 
remove it from its deep-rooted foundation, we 
still believe it to be vincible. 

It is of human origin ; and although backed 
by a nation'9 strength, can no more with- 
stand the omnipotent power of Him who 
holds the destiny of nations within his grasp, 
than puny and rebellious man can arrest the 
judgments of Heaven. We ask them no long- 
er to hold out to us .the menacing language 
tii3t prejudice is eternal, and that our situa- 
tion here is unchangeable. When a man as- 
serts that human reason is a sufficient guide 
to lead all men to happiness, he is scouted as 
an injitlelj yet his accusers .will, in the next 
breath, assert that prejudice, which is no other 
than human passion, and is so far inferior to 
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reason, Stands superior to religion itself. Let 
them beware lest the rcvilers and persecutors 
of religion use their own weapons to com- 
plete their overthrow. 

American prejudice has erected a wall for 
the protection of the white man's intcrrst t over 
which we arc forbidden to enter. We arc, 
therefore, deterred from receiving those bless- 
ings which Providence intended for all. All 
we ask of its supporters is, to remove this 
wall, take down this complexion tariff, and 
let us have a fair opportunity of rivalling you 
in the arts, sciences, and civilization, and we 
will give you as a bonus our support to go- 
vernment. To those that still cry out for this 
abominable tariff — the protective system — we 
say to them, most respectfully, you ought 
now to remain satisfied; for two centuries you 
have been sailing under its influence, and if 
you cannot now risk your future interests 
against the competition of *' African" intel- 
lect, boldly announce your inferiority. We 
desire to hear no more of your prating about 
superiority. You have already obscured the 
sun of intellectual light from our vision; im- 
mured us in darkness and debasement; chain- 
ed us to the car 6f degradation and ignorance, 
and yet you contemptuously ask, why arc we 
not elevated ? You might as well expect the 
laws of nature to annihilate, or that we were 
more than human j)rodigie.s ! 

In our next we shall continue this subject, 
and exhibit the power of a correct system of 
economy to counteract this evil. 



The following is an address from the Com- 
mittee appointed at the last Annual Meeting 
of the xVmerican Moral Reform Society, to the 
"freed men" in the British West India 
Islands, who, by legislative enactment, were 
enfranchised on the first day of August, 1838. 

For Uic National Reformer. 

ADDRESS. 
Brethren and Friends* — At the Annual 
Meeting of the American Moral Reform So- 
ciety, held in the city of Philadelphia, in the 
month of August last, we were appointed a 
Committee to address you. The reasons we 
would assign as the motives for addressing 
you at this time, is the very conspicuous 
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situation you now hold with regard to the! liberty* millions of souls rejoiced at the flori- 



great subject of human liberty, and the future 
interests of your brethren in other nations. 

In the commencement of our duly, we state 
explicitly that it is not our intention to aid in 
invigoraiiiig your hatred against that execra- 
ble ayetcra of commerce, the J* African Slave 
Trade," by which you, and our ancestors* 
Avere torn from all their endearing tics, and 
native home, to suffer in strange land?, (in 
themselves and their posterity,) ihrcc centuries 
of degrading and brutalizing oppression; with 
all the tortures^ pains, and penalties, incident 
to that soul-killing, impolitic, inhuman, ami 
unjust system of domestic slavery, that has 
spread its blighting influence over many of 
the most distinguished nations of the earth. 
It is sufficient for us to know that j'ou, too, 
have been subjects of ignoble and degrading 
servitude; and that you now constitute the 



ou3 new**, and millions more are only wailing 
to observe whether liberty will prove a bless- 
ing to you, before they ihorit hoe&nbas to 
the victory our friends have achieved. 

If our enemies ask, what abolitionists have 
done? our reply is, they have conquered that 
part of the slave territory on which you dwell, 
and that you arc both free and happy. All 
we ask of you is, that you will endeavor, by 
moral and upright deportment, to follow the 
noble example of our brethren in Antigua and 
Bermuda, and thus defeat the calumnies of 
our enemies, Wc know it will be your in- 
terest, and we trust it will be your pEeasure, 
to be foremost in every good work, for your 
own sakes, and the sake of your brethren that 
are pining in bondage. Let neither sectional 
interests, nor parly trammels draw you from 
the path of duty. Your.libertv was achieved 



integral part of a nation that lias set its le-iby the spirit of perseverance, and a rigid ad- 
gislaltve seal of condemnation on both, to bejherence to the cause of truth and righteous- 
assured that domestic slavery and the slave- ness. It cannot be preserved inviolate by any 
trade receives your hearty condemnation. oiher spirit or principle than those that pro- 
It is not, however, our intention to dilate jduced the present happy termination. Raise 
on' the past; our immediate business is with i neither party lines nor complexional banners 
the future. Nor would we draw a parallel to distinguish yourselves from the rest of your 



between the virtues of the respective nations 
to which wc belong. Our object is to solicit 
from you the adoption and execution of such 
means and measures, as will enable our 



countrymen. Let your interests be national, 
and your principles universal. Drown in the 
cup of oblivion all remembrance, of the past, 
for the hopes of the future. Show forth to 
country, like yours, to wipe from her statute ( the world that the oppressor and the oppress- 
books the last remnant of oppression and ed — the white man and the colored — the rich 
slavery. and the poor — the bond and the free, when 

We, therefore, address you as brethren of placed on the platform of our common nature 
a common nature,' and a common origin, — as and equal justice, can all, when equally pro- 
brethren allied to us by *' parentage, by snf- tected in their civil and religious rights, live 
feting, and by wrong," to exert whatever together as brethren, in harmony, peace, and 
means the unerring dictates of infinite wisdom 



and Christian principles may direct, for the 
overthrow of American slavery, and the dis- 



unity, and you will have rased to the ground 
the most powerful barrier against universal 
emancipation, 



enthralment of your brethren (in this country) j Despots and cowards are always jealous 
from the servile chains of debasing servitude, j of their security; while they hold the slave 
Do not suppose, for a moment, that your ex- as a chattel, they reason concerning Ji is con- 
ertions will prove fruitless, and that it is not j duct as if he were a /nan. Their conscious 
in your power to do much towards elevating ; guilt magnifies their fears, that as soon as he 
your brethren. Your help will* be of the is luosed he will take retribution in his own 
right kind; It is greatly needed. The friends hands. We hope you will learn them an tm- 
Qf liberty are watching your steps with anx- porlant lesion that ail the world should know 
ious solicitude, and the oppressor with not a j that as soon as they have repented, we are 
less vigilant eye. Therefore* let not the j prepared to forgive, and that " vengeance be- 
cause of suffering humanity find you sleeping longeth unto God," who will repay it in due 
at your post. season, with h is own good will and pleasure. 

Xour Lappy deliverance was hailed by trie The time was, but a few months a*o, when 
humane among all nations, as the most dlus- ■ your and our situations were analogous ; but 
tnous event of the nineteenth century. It ■ the illustrious philanthropy • of Brit-.in has 
has been trumpeted forth by the press of won for you the boon of liberty, fang may 
every country; and even in this country, jyou continue to enjoy iu 3 
where slavery lias nearly eclipsed the sun of} The same spirit is awake in our country. 
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that overthrew the slave trade mid domestic 
slavery in Britain, ami will by die br^sing of 
ProviuencQ achieve a speedy triumph. There 
are now hundreds of thousands of devoted 
laborers in the field, and the same God will 
pestOW oil their exertions an equal reward, 
play he give you the under.sianding, spirit, 
and energy to prosecute die great and import- 
anl duties that lie before you — by expanding 
your minds, and cultivating those hidden fa- 
culties which, but for the demoniac spirit of 
slavery, would now have been enriching the 
world with the power of your genius and the 
fruit of your industry; — and us an abiding 
faith, an untiring perseverance, a holy and 



in the human breast, and is cherished by us With 
mi ardor which bo unkuiJiiflSa, no outrage*! no per- 
secution, can extinguish 
And whereas, our great and gracious Creator 

has seen III, in his infinite* Wisdom, lo diversify 

the human race in size, snap a and complexion, 
(thodgh he Has 'made them nf ONE blood,') ami 
has therefore given us a skin not colored like that 
of a majority of our countrymen; — 

And whereas, a scheme has been devised and 
ia upheld by those who despiso us, who deny our 
natural equality and oneness with themselves, v* ho 
are brutal and licentious tyrants, to banish us from 
our native land to a continent which is involved in 
heathenish darkness ; — • . 

Ami whereas, eflforts are now making in various 
parts of t tie country, and particularly in this sec- 
tion, to increase the funds ami augment the .power 



determined resolution, to abide the issue of Qf t| iaI crue | and irrational sehernej-Therefore, 



the mortal contest now waging between 
•'liberty and slavery" on the one hand,, and 
complexions! distinctions, and " equal rights" 
on the other, until the triumph of truth, jus- 
tice, and righteousness shall be great, glori- 
ous, and complete, — when the very names of 
slavery and prejudice, shall be made to perish 
on the page of national infamy, and disappear 
from the language of the just — when man 
shall be proclaimed free and unlettered from 
the galling yoke, in every nation and clime 
under heaven, by the "irresistible power of 
the genius of universal emancipation." 

War. Whifpkr, ") 

Roar. Purvis, t Committee. 
"Andrew Harris, J 



In the plentitude of our heart, we thank our 
brethren of Boston, for the following energetic and 
masterly resolutions. We respond amen to every 
word therein contained. We hope, lor the future, 
that that prodigious humbug and man-hater, Elliott 
Cresson, will ceaso his whining — be "true to his 
cloth" — repent of his sins — and let us alone. 

great meeting of the colored 
Citizens of boston. 

Pursuant to public notice, given through the 
L' be rater, Dec. 7th, a large assemblage of the co- 
lored pilizens of Boston convened in the Infant 
School Room, on Wednesday evening, 12th iust., 
lo express their views relative to the late coloniza- 
tion movements in this city and vicinity. 

The .house was called to order by Mr. J. T. 
HUcotl, who explained, in a brief manner the ob- 
]«'<:■. and purposes of the call. On motion* Mr. 
John E. Scarlett -was called lo the chair, and .Mr. 
J. T. Hilton appointed Secretary. 

Mr. Hilton offered the following resolutions, 
vrbied were unanimously adopted 



Rcsplped % That we owe it to our self-resp'ecl, lo 
our enslaved brethren at the South, to bleeding 
Africa, to the cause of justice and humanity univer- 
sally, once more, in our united capacity, end in the 
most solemn manner, lo entnr our prutest against 
the American Colonization~Soeieiy, as purely sel- 
fish in its origin, basely decepiive in its pretences, 
utterly corrupt in its principles, and truly draboli- 
cal in its designs. 

JiesolvctI, That just in proportion as we fear, dn- 
precate, and abhor that Society, as our bitterest 
foe and the giant protector of the slave-system, 
is our regard for the American Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety and its auxiliaries, which make no compro- 
mise with slavery, denounce that prejudice which 
seeks our banishment lo Africa, and claim for us 
equal rights and privileges with others on this our 
native soil. * 

Jicsotvcd, That we recognise in the Rev. R. R. 
Curley, General Agent and Secretary of the Ame- 
rican Colonization Society, the most guilty and 
prominent of all our persecutors — the man who, as 
editor of the African Repository, and aS the writer 
of the annual reports of the Society, is responsible 
for all the apologies in behalf of slavery, all the 
slanders heaped upon us as free colored citizens, 
all the atrocious sentiments which justify our pro- 
scription while we remain in this country, which 
have disfigured the pages of those periodicals. 

ftrsotvetl. Thai we are constrained to regard him 
as double-tongued, two-faced, callous*heart« d; hos* 
tile to our continuance in the land of our nativity ; 
tht- friend and coadjator of those who trade in slaves 
and souls of men; a northern man with southern 
principles; and a wolf in sheep's clothing. 

Bttototdy That in Elliott Oresson, who is now 
in this region attempting to deceive the people, wo 
discern one who is unsurpassed in his contempt 
of the colored race, in his malignity toward our 
abolition friends, in his deceitfulness and cun- 
ning — one who has 'stolen the livery, of* the court 
of heaver* to servo the devil in' — one who wears a 
Quaker garb* in order that he may the more suc- 



Whereas, it has pleased Almighty Clod to eive cessfutly dupe the people into the support of a 

: t J i ' l i: i *>il ■ _.t „. L r_t lit* ■ i *j l. a 



rxt our birth in a professedly repuhlicun and Cbris 
tm land, having extraordinary means and facili- 
ties to teach the ignorant, elevate the degraded, 
ami succor tho oppressed 

A : whereas, ihe Lovt of country is inherent 



scheme, which, like the human heart a* described 
by our Saviour, is 1 deceitful above all things, and 
dcfrpttrate-li wicked.' 

Itttvltcai That the lawless man, who, as fore- 
man of the Grand Jury of Philadelphia, recently 



in us I MWMiwwt, rrprnbafr-d the Tree diacunaion 
ol the subject o Bluvery, libelled the characters of 
our [meat friends, j.»8iifl«d in effect rioi end arson, 
and preeenled Uio rebuilding of Pennsylvania Hall 
(•annul io • Virtue, Lii.cny, and Independence') 
M k wnwANot, Instead of being welcomed Into 
iN.-w Ivngland pulpiia as a f r j em j of Afn lh 

fMMw io be . put in close confiriemeMaa the 
enemy ur man kind. 

a?W '. l 1 "!.' ,,t H! 11 * 0rcS9,,n "ha* m»n. 
WW* I ll»t for LllOM men u, r/roleiid that 
rt»e» desire to euppresa the foreign alavcKrade, 
while tl.ny are in hnguo will, our domestic slavn- 
waj»r»; th«ulie»Bre, opposed to slavery, while 
nry court the gooietj and companionship of slave- 
ho ders ^ihat they deplore the condition of .he 
aatirea of Africa, whom they havn not seen, while 
limy calumniate and persecute Iho free colnred 
MUMN - OT the) United -Sums, whom .hey have 
but J,,r C not co-front, fault face, thai they 

.« the friend, of religion, while' thej Maintain 
ilwt it >s not in the power of religion to subdue 
American prejudice; all this is ama-Jina effronterv. 
SSfaT 1 !? '" suk ,0 ,he Dei, y» a,ld 10 lhe homan 

understanding. 

Raotvidi I'hat ihoso clergymen, who, notwith- 
Mandi n ff alt ihe light that l.as been ehed upon the 
'•Object, now countenance the false pretensions of 
Hie Colonization Society, are without excuse, 
berty 6 conJcmnalion of ovcr y hieud of Ji- 

■Jtoutwtdi ^hat the Rev. Messrs. Gannett -mid 
Maicom r .nta city, in advocating the claims of 
Has S.O'- .y at a recent moe liner in Hie Marlboro* 
Wi*' (aa well as in their former efforts to sus- 
lair ..latcrunl association.) have shown themselves 
to be the Inends of slaveholders, not of the slaves, 
and inimical to the best interests of the American 
colored population, whether bond or free. 

y^W t w, That the plan of Judge Wilkinsons 
wealthy slaveholder of Florida, to procure a ship 
to be owned and navigated by coloted men. for lhe 
exceedingly mean purpose of transporting us all to 
A nca.is ir.ily 'a step from (ho sublime to the 
ridiculous, end manifestly preposterous. 

ftesoked. That we are not to bo duped by any 
plan or device put forth by nolonizationisia for our 
expatriation ; but shall continue to oppose, as we 
have hitherto opposed, with all our might, soul, 
ami Strength, every such project. 

WWrfwrf, That our regard for the welfare of 
Airica, as well as for our own happiness, compels 

us to denounce and aseaiL the scheme of African 
colonization. 

Rmlvpt/t That we will never consent to bo ex- 
iled to the African coast, byt aro determined to 
remain in the land in which we wore born, and 

from which nothing shall bo able to seduce or se- 
parate us. 

These resolves were supported bribe mover 
ann ably sustained by Messrs. Thomas Cole' 
J ante! Hanson, S. R. Alexander, John Levi, D. 
I). Hue, William Lewis, 15. ami H, vVeodcn. 

Voted that the doings of this meeting be pub- 
I'shed.nihe Liberator, signed by she Chairman 
and secretary. 
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Ihfl United States, he requested to give those pro- 
ceedings an insertion. 
On motioni voie.l to adjonrn, $ine die. 

J. I. Milton, Sccrcrury. 



For tin* National rteftrmi., 
DIKD— On the morning of tlio 5th fort., sftor * prol 
t"»««l illneu, W* VViTuws^, brine in die 85th year 
« bn typ, Durtng a considerable portion of his i miction 
hl.turcrmg. were intently severe, but he bore the.n no. 
reirtiilngty, auuring those nronndfilm thst bo wished Ihera 
no less, at tliey were not *ortI,y to be compared with the 
Wory Uint jljould be revealed, The lamented subject c* 
IMsrtAiarj noiiee,theu K h he was dcstWl to move in 
J" bumhio splwre, "was aborning and a shining light* 
UW sterling rtituos maugre bti unobtrusive m»l retiring 
demeanor, attracted the gaze of n .mmerous sequence 
sad extorted froni them the cxelamsttoni « Murk the per* 
feet mm,, mid behold iho oprfeht," His uniform aweeK 
KM* temper, ami enrr.. spending amenity of manner* 
were eminently esleutated low1n.~whal the; did not faU 
to olj tn in for Mm,-the gomi will of «U u h knew hire, 
nm wspeet M v« paitf bim, and di* kind attentions 
ll» were bvislied epoo him bytmany in the higher walks 
of hfe, while they were agitable to their liberality of 
sentiment, abuntlmuly ileinonsiinie that an «n a ,.lli,d re'.m- 
Wwn.and alire of undeviaNng rectitude, in whnmsoever 
lonn.i cannot laU to proeere the esteem of all »ho snore* 
olnte wUtl. exeeHent in morali and uricetopremWeg in 
priiieiple Let the members of that braneh efUieM K 
Gburdi of which be has been for fifty years an exemplary' 
member-let the colored population of whom he i U a 
distinffushed ornament, tread in hi, GnH^m, and they 

will yet realize «• a people, that, " when a ,„„„•, wn> , 

ajease the Lord, he tnakeUi even his enemies to be at Mane 
with him.* 1 ' 

PREJUDICE* 
The following forcible antl beautiful deli- 
neation of prej.iilice is ascribeil by Hugh, 
Worlbington, a late English divine, to iho 
celebrated Dr. Price. 

••Prejudice mny be compnrcd to a misty 

morning in October, a man goes forth loan 

em.ncnce, and- he seca ill the mimn.il nf a 
neighboring lull a figure apparently of oi-:,,,- 
jc Btatare, for ench the imperfect medium, 
through which he. Is viewed, would make him 
appear: he goes forward a few steps, and the 
BgUre advances towarda bun; the size lessens 
M Ihcy approach; tbey draw Still nearer, and 
the extraordinary appearance is gradually but' 
sensibly d.mm.shcd, and at last they meel 
and perhaps the person whom be had laken.' 
or a> monster, proves to bo his own bro- 



in $$fk ' J ' tuU , ll ' 1 e P 0,i H cal religious journals The best throw upon Iho dico is to- ,1 irrt «, 
in this c.ty. and ihe var.ous anti-slevery papers in I them owny. ° - V 
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Religion (says .Sir II. Davy) has alwa) s 
the same beneficial influence on Lha mind. 
In youth, in health anil prosperity, it awakens 
feelings of gratitude and sublime, love, and 
purifies at the same time Unit il exalts; but 
it is in misfortune* in sicknefls, in ago, that 
its effects arc most truly and bonoficially felt, 
when submission in faith, and lunnlilo trust 
in tlic divine will, from duties become plea- 
sures — undecaying sources of consolation ; 
then it creates powers which were Sjclieved lo 
be extinct, and gives a freshness to the mind 
which was supposed to have passed away for 
ever. 
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rillNK OF Otilt COUNTRY'S GLORY! 
lir E. m. ciiANiu.i:n. 
Think of Our country's glory, 

All liim'cl with Afrir.'s tears \ 
Her broad flag sis in M and gory, 
With the hoarded guilt of years ! " 

Think of the frantio mother, 

Lamenting for her child. 
Till falling lashes smother 

Her cries of anguish wild ! 



Think of the prayers ascending, 

Yet shrieked, olns ! in vain ; 
When heart from heart is rending. 

Ne'er to be joined again. 

Shall wc behold, unhcetlinp, 

Life's holiest feelings crush W 
When woman's heart is bleeding, 

Shall woman's voice be liush'd ? 

Oh.no! by every blessing • 

That Heaven to lliee may lend — 
Remember their oppression, 

Forget not, sister, friend. 

For the National Ucformer. 
The following lines were suggested on seeing the paint- 
ing of "Christ stilling the Storm," in the scrap-book of 
Miss BKzabeth HE, Henly, 

CIIU1ST STILLING TIIK STORM. 

'Twas eve, 

And darkness threw her r.tblc veil over 

Nature's face. U was a veil of clouds ! Nor 

Moon, nor star, was seen. A stillness, as the 

Slumber of the tomb prevail'd awhile ; then, 

Like the dread echoes of the Archangel's 

'I rantp, the roaring thunders rent the frowning 

Sky ! And flaming lightning! flew like fiery 

Serpents through the air! The sen of Tiberias 

Iieav'd with dire emotions, as if the fear 

Of Nature's slurab'ring Prince had fillMhcr heart 



With [ritngfl severe! The wnvra in (Qmult Knp'd 

Toward heaven ! 

And dimh'd, and fonmM, and rnnrM! The Wind tClHpCsCoai 

tlurl'd the cracking ship in tan o'er (he 

Surface of the yawning deep. Death sat, terrific, 

On the foiiming billows! And did the storm 

Awakfl her thousand tongues, and howl sj lliough 

41 The crush of worlds' 1 had come ! Dismay 'tj, the Twelve 

Ran to their sleeping l-ord and cried, "Ob, 

Save, or we parish 
Christ rose, and to the wnrririg elements 
Smd, » IVnce, be Ml * " Thunder and Lightning, WW 
And Sen, obedient heard the Omniflc voice, 
UecoilM, and hush'd like silent infants in 
A mother's arms j What could they more r 

'Twas Nature's God who spake ! 

OBIGKtT, 



NO' I ICR. 

The F*in, to promote the objects of the "Viffilonco 
VsHiK-iation," w ill he njienetl on Mnmbty, 24th Ucecnv* 
her, at 3 o'clock, V. M. nt die lt«v, Peter Gardiner's 
Meeting House, Locust street, nearly opposite lo the 

Musical Fund I tall. Seasonable nnd useful articles, ns 
well us toys for children, in all their variety, will be otic-red, 
ul moderate prices- 

In behalf of the Managers. 

Mrs. Mi: (J it cm MiLXj 
Mis. Hiis, 
Mrs. Mkauk. 
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JWassachnxctts, A'cw Iti tl/ord — Nathan Johnson. 
J\yio Vork, Troy — Daniel A. Payne, Win. Rich. 

J\'ew Jersey , II wfJnirii— John I'l'eeniim. 

I J cnnxytvania t ll r.it Clu'ster — Abraham I). Sluul. 
44 Columbia — Stephen Smith. 

PROBPEC TU S~~0 F T 1 1 1 ,\ ATIO N A I* 
REPOIl MBit, 

Published in Phihtdelfthia hy the Hoard of *\I*tnttRrrg of 
the American Jtorttl Hcform Society, \\'m, WllirrJtRj 

Editor. 

Our object in Mtabliili'mc the National Tlrformrr, i*to dli- 
trmincite the principle* Sna mimnni of the slincritan Moral 
Hefwm Society. Yur laC want oTan oi'cun, dcvuicd t'Seluilvcly 
to itir % ii |«|»ort of (he doctrine* we mauitnin, our object i litivc 
been K ri " ,,l ) > im ^unticrMood . Wc tlo not lsy rlnim lo Ibri-iln- 

bliilimeiii ol oiiy new principle*, hut only advwesto the pnuti- 

cat fiilfilmi'iil nml universal npolicntiun of (hSSS llmt ore 

nln-n«ly nykuowledp <l bv the Irkudl vT equal lights nnd 
tinpurtiut jmlicc. W« do not enter the nr« im aVSItWt liny 
priimlicali WhCSC Principles of «nornt right pre tinud on repub- 
lican equality* We design to orcupy h ibhcifc In ihe moral 
ri fornintiun nf ibis nrr and country, Hun hsi hut nnrimlly 
C I III ii' 11 I the attention «i* those thai bare prvci ded n». So fiir an 
bur limit* will perm i I, we din II endeavor logire a Ylgoroui mp- 
port lo tbc cause ul" hniunn ri^bia* 

The size of the Nutinnnt Hefarmcr will be sixteen pugn, 
rojnl 0CtavO|Snd j > - 1 1 ■ ■ • S monlbly, nt yj 00 u year, in ud- 

ranee— tlx eupin fur y t f> oo. 

All coinnumicniioiii. See., rrlntinjr to the editorial depnrtnunt 
tbnuM Ik- sddrtllcd.^ paU, io KODRK I" PCHVIH, Nn. II 
JeflTerSOn How. Those that rclntc to stllMciiutitflU to ■ hi* 
ntiprr, rAUM be directed to J AMKS McCKUM.M ILL, 2u6 North 
Third Stn el. 

JOAN P. HflBEHTS hns b>rn oppntnN d Bjrn*rfll tiRrnt of 
tlic Socii-ty, and ii fully BUnHorixed to IcCtare and form nnsi- 
liariei, lo collect fundi lO nitl of Ibc Socuty'i opcrn(iun«, ond 
mbacrlptloni foi' UiSI * Iteformer.' 

LYDIA Willi K»S 

RECITED liABOH (JROCERY 

Ann 

DRY GOODS STORB. 

No. 219 North Second Stukkt^ Piiila, 
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RETROSPECTION* iscured by the doctrines of the " wi.se and 

% The close of the year 1838 Jikc those thai ( p rm i en t." The stern demand* of duty on 
- have preceded it, adds another link to the [the subject of human rights, have been com- 
■ chain of time. The events that have Iran- mantled to yield to the 14 will of the brother- 
, spired during this brief period of our nation's hood." The prejudice tlrat makes man 
history, will furnish a fruitful theme for ihe | hate his brother without a cause," has been 
' pencil of the painter — the eloquence of the j represented as being ingrafted on the human 
• orator — the pen of the historian, awl the I min d by Deity. 

\ philosophy of the "sage." During the past [p the civil government, revolutions have 
year the spirit of revolution has been ram- been more rapid and extraordinary. The 
part with vTgor — the great principles that 



Constitution of the U. Stales that was framed 
illuni ed the pathway of Justice in past by our republican Fathers, for the purpose of 
ages; iem to have congregated afresh to give , ?ccuring liberty to themselves, and transmil- 
battle * the combined forces of despotism— ling the same inestimable blessing to pos 
while \ \ latter have marshalled their insur- terity, tollers at freedom's call. The figh 



gent forces for the "n\orlal combat." 

In the great contest for power and do- 
minion, the religious as well as the moral and 
civil powers of this nation have been involv- 
ed. The church that was supposed to be as 
firm as a rock of adamant, has by one con- 
vulsive stroke been rent in twain. Ecclesias- 
tical bodies that have associated for the pro- 
motion of evangelical piety, and the adjust- while we practise the barbarian — we cultivate 
merit of vital questions for the present and j a wholesome science, and practice a false 
future happiness of man, have been the ihea- philosophy — we pay our adorations to the 
tres of polemical sarcasm, 'confusion, and goddess of liberty, while we worship at the 
disorder. shrine of slavery. 

The spirit of intolerance has become the But now we will reverse the picture — the 



hi 

of petition, and the privilege of being heard 
on the subject of American slavery, is in the 
keeping of despots. It may be truly said that 
while we profess to be republicans, we are 
destitute of ihe form, principles and practice. 
We have the shadow without the substance. 
As a nation our professions and practices are 
in juxtaposition. We profess to be civilized 



nursling of the church. It throws its sanc- 
timonious livery over the altar — communes 
in the sanctuary — associates with ihe multi- 
tude, and is the companion of the fireside. 
Yet amidst the fierce wrath of these contend- 
ing elements, the spirit of true Christianity, 
like the three *' Hebrew children," has re- 
mained unhurt. It is like the burning crater 
that never sleeps, but goes right onward, con- 
suming the bramble and stubble that some- 

o 

times hide its omnipotent power from infidel 
gaze, until its broad and illustrious blaze shall 
illumine the dcrk " caverns of the earth. " 
In morals, the light of nature has been ob- 



Hzht has broke forth — the darkness is reced- 
i n g — a ho*t has sprung up to the rescue — the 
deathly silence is supplanted by the nation's 
roaring thunder. Christians, too, are awak- 
ing and clothing themselves with the panoply 
of omnipotence — moral power is surveying 
ihe dominion of its author — the wounds of 
sin are heard in the howlings of the despot — 
the voice of God, more eloquent than thunder, 
more vivid than lightning, is calling thou- 
sands of thousands, to the noble work of 
implanting in the national mind just ideas of 
his power, goodurss, and love,— anil the duty 
man owes to hia fellow-man. 
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5The giant sins of this age, war, intem- 
perance, prejudice, and slavery, will be ba- 
nished from onr country. An important fielJ 
is already strewed with laborers, that for 
Christian zeal, and' unflinching fortitude, have 
never been e.xcellcd'since the u apostolic age." 
■ The press, tao } has began to perform its sa- 
cred office. The "Genius of Universal 
Emancipation," the first in the field, is now 
subduing the "spirit of the savage" in our 
western forest?, guided by that exalted pa- 
triot and friend of the slarc — I.r^DV. The 
11 Liberator" has risen in lite east, and like 
the sun in our firmament, has spread 
its refulgent rays over creation; grasping, 
■Conquering, and subduing, every opposing 
"clement, by the gigantic efforts of intellectual 
power, displayed by our American Luthor — 
Ba krison. 

The « Emancipator" is making an Incision 
in the southern conscience, while it is com- 
bining and directing the energies of the friends 
of freedom, by the untiring labors of a Lea- 
wm — the ".Philanthropist is shaking the 
fcestern prairies by the learning, zeal, and de- 
votion of a Gamaliel — the "Friend of Man" 
is undermining the philosophy on which the 
** peculiar institution" is based, by the logical 
powers of a Goodell — the "Pennsylvania 
Freeman" hss awakened the latent ire of the 
'•old Dominion" by the inspired effusions of 
the American poet, Whittier— the 4 * Herald 
of Freedom," that contained the disembodied 
spirit of the immortal Kimball, is ushering 
forth its volcanic fires from the pen of the 
inimitable Rogers. And the active zeal and 
[holy boldness with which many other whole 
and half pledged periodicals advocate the 
cause of the slave and the principles of uni- 
versal liberty, give us die proud assurance 
that the American press is awake, and that 
its earthquake voice will arouse the national 
mind from the "sleep of death," until its 
lead corpse shall stand, erect. The 
"Colored American," after passing through a 
eevcre and fiery ordeal, lis?, by the active zeal 
and vigilance of its worthy proprietors* and 
skilful editor, S. El Cuniiih, survived tin* 
storm, and completed its two years' pilgriin- 



age, and is prepared to enter the contest 
afresh with a broader front, and heavier ar- 
tillery. The " Mirror of Liberty" is a bea- 
con light, that will illumine the pathway of 
the slave from the land of shackles to the 
shores of freedom. And last and least our 
own little bark is thrown upon the waves Vo 
sink or swim. We are but infants in skill, 
and untaught in mathematical and nautical 
science, and undisciplined in 11 military tac- 
tics," yet wc have "enlisted for during the 
war," and, brethren, if you will but furnish 
the steam jmccr wc promise to bear the 
ship's company — we are willing to lake our 
statiou in the line where the shot -flies the 
thickest and the fire the hottest." Wc shall 
use the heaviest artillery at our command ; 
and shall endeavor to direct ou" "fire" so 
that we may be enabled to • ^netrate the 
strong holds of the enemy. A < as our anti- 
cipation of reward is cente" a in the pros- 
pect of a successful Victory, we trust our 
banners may remain unfurled until slavery 
and prejudice, man's worst enemies, are ex- 
tirpated from the face of American soil. 

Nor is the press alone in this work of mer- 
cy. The pulpit, too, is beginning to vindicate 
the cause of insulted humanity — and re-em- 
bellish the honor of her Christian name. The 
powerful appeals of her Welds, her Greens, 
Wrights, Mays, Slorrs, Beechers, Scotls, and 
Blanchards, are elevating the standard of the 
church in the sacred cause of human freedom. 
Every department of science is contributing 
to the extinction of slavery, while the over- 
whelming eloquence of more than Grecian, 
or Roman conquerors — the Smiths, the Stan- 
tons, the Uirncys, Tappans, Jays, Stewarts, 
and Durleighs are sounding its death-knell ; 
and the monthly concert prayer meetings of 
"civilized nations," are sending up 6olid 
columns of petitions to the court of Heaven, 
amidst the "assemblage of saints made per-^ 
feet," where their right will not he denied,' 
nqr tueir prayer REJECTED. In our na- 
tional Legislature, notwithstanding the base 
threats of disunion and assassination from (ho 
Prcstons, the Wises, ilic Khctts*, the PaltonsJ 
mi Thomson?, our Adams and Slades, and a 
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host of oilier noble spirits that have not bow- 
ed tlie 11 knee to Baal, 11 bulare inheriting from 
their ancient sires the free and unfettered 
spirit of the pilgrim fathers, are constantly 
ready to vindicate the right of petition — the 
freedom of speech and the liberty of man- 
Fear not, brethren, our cause is right onward. 
It is committed to the throne of Heaven, the 
Justice of earth, and our own humble exer- 
tions; if we labor, and are faithful, our triumph 
is as certain as that the God of nations con- 
trols the destinies of the universe. 



ECONOMY. 

In our last we commenced to exhibit the 
operation of prejudice against our interests, 
arising from tiie evil dispositions of the white 
man. In the present number we design to 
show that this prejudice is nourished by our 
own action. If we were constantly observed, 
by those who regard us as a distinct people, 
husbanding our lime and means for practical 
and useful purposes, our enemies would have 
to seek elsewhere for subjects on which they 
might engulph their personal arrows of malice 
and venom- If we were to make au econo- 
mical use of our time in improving our minds, 
it would be a happy means of dispelling pre- 
judice, for it vanishes before the collision of 
intellect like the morning cloud before the 
rising sun. Haughty and tyrannical disposi- 
tions may a fleet to spurn the society of those 
that are despised, while they covet their attain- 
ments, but the honest and virtuous will ever 
tenerate those qualities in others they are anxi- 
, ous to possess themselves. If we would rear 
up a breastwork against the fatal influence of 
this unholy prejudice against complexion, we 
must first become educated. U e must explore 
the fields of science, and drink deep at the 
fountains of irue philosophy. This we can 
never attain by revelling in luxury, and wor- 
shipping the goddess of fashion and folly- 
Education will impW *n us a just estimate 
of our own immortal \ -th ; and all the 
scorn and frowns of the world cannot remove 
it. Oue of the very fatal effects of the white 
- man's prejudice against us has been to implant 
the false idea, that we were his inferior* in 



the scale of human existence^ arid that we 
should receive his dictation with a tacit sub- 
mission — while on the other hand there have 
been a few that have rejected the dominant 
principle with disdain, and were at all times 
ready to revenge an in=ult by retaliation. We 
believe'both to be in error. A vjctuous and 
lofty mind sliQiild never seek contact with a 
lowbred, vulgar, and vicious enemy, and such 
we consider all to be that will insult an inno- 
cent being merely because his "akin is not 
colored like his own." There are many of 
us that can pass by an insult from one that is 
classed as a vagabond, while they will become 
much irritated at the same conduct from those 
that are honored by the world with some 
dignified station in society. This rule of 
reasoning we consider erroneous. 

To be consistent, we must be impartial in 
our decisions, and just in our condemnations. 
The transgressor is the same wicked and 
envious being whether he be clothed in the 
robe of state, or the habiliments of the beggar; 
they are fit subjects for our pity and commi- 
seration ; and if we possess Christian charily, 
we ought rather to forgive them for their 
wickedness and folly, than retaliate with a spirit 
of contempt. The'departraent of prejudice 
that we are noticing at present, is that which 
appears in the form of scorn, and derision, 
and we can never escape iis pestilential 
effluvia, unless we are actuated by a forgiving 
spirit. It belongs to that class of crimes that 
the spirit of retaliation nourishes. 

It is not unfrequently that our false notions 
of honor and rank may lead lis to aspire to the 
society of those that do not desire our asso- 
ciation, and in return we are brought to feel 
the force of blighting scorn, ridicule, and con* 
tempt. Prejudice against complexion is a 
source of inbred corruption to the heart in 
which it is seated, and is used by wicked men 
as a means to punish us for their implacable 
"hatred to colored skin." The more we 
acknowledge its force and power, the more it 
will affect us— and just 90 long as it performs 
the purpose for which it was directed, just so 
long will it be used. We sanction its eterni- 
zation by proclaiming its effect. 
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I J,el it bo fully shown that »* scorn, ridicule, 
ami 00111011101" can no more injure us than an 
impure atmosphere can " contaminate the 
skies, M ami it will lake its exit — its death 
knoll will he tolled — its funeral requiem sungi 
ant! its fragments blown lo ihc winds. Many 
of the difticulties we encounter from the force 
of prejudice, arises from what we will term a 
false estimate. The first impulses thai lead 
us lo those considerations, arises from a belief 
thai the society of those we aspire to are out 
superiors, without examining their just claims 
to such a standard. Whenever we fully 
recognise our own human nature, and the 
divinity of our origin, we shall never feel 
honored by the society of any individuals or 
people on earth, unless they are our superiors 
in knowledge and virtue. 

Such people will never insult us ; and those 
that do, ought always to be termed our 
inferiors. It is one of our most magnified 
errors, to award merit and greatness to persons 
merely because they have "white skins" 
TVe can never be true friends to ourselves, or 
place a just estimate on our own exertions, 
tmtil we abolish this remnant of" Babylonish 
superstition." 

It has been asserted by many, that in this 
country a white complexion is a badge of 
merit ; when this becomes truly so, when 
estimated by Gospel rules, we shall have no 
more persecutions to suffer from that class of 
the human family. But until then, if by a 
' *« royal decree" all the Bibles in the land were 
burned, American Christians would find in 
the physiognomy of the " colored population" 
the impress of divinity, and in their creed his 
•rights and privileges; and so long as we 
remain amongst them a separate and degraded 
- people, the complexion of each individual 
| will guide them lo their duty as men, Jlme- 
| ricans, and Christians, We have thus cnu- 
i xnerated some of the attendant evils of 
; prejudice, a portion of which we may relieve 
ourselves from by propriety of conduct, and 
by the pursuit of knowledge, the acquisition 
; of means, the promotion of temperance and 
economy. 

There is another department of prejudice 



that is arrayed against our interest,— that 
shuts us out from profitable employment, the 
rights and privileges of citizenship, and is 
above ou. control. This, too, must fall by 
the force of moral power, and certain intelli- 
gence. It has already received a fatal stab 
from the friends of justice and freedom. It 
may long survive the wound, but every effort, 
and struggle it makes, will be but the throes 
of death. 

Therefore, lei us no longer fear its influence, 
but boldly stand prepared lo meet it at the 
threshold. Our friends, the abolitionists, 
share with us the odium, or contempt of a 
perverse public sentiment. If their principles 
will not allow them to swerve from their 
position, let us never abandon a single inch 
of ground with respect to our rights on account 
of our complexion. In the view of our 
enemies, the men that advocate our cause 
have become a3 completely " negroized" as 
if they had been born on the coast of Guinea. 
Lclus therefore labor with them, not merely 
for a selfish triumph, for the promotion of our 
peculiar interests — but for the establishment 
of that undying principle, that u all mm are 
created equal" and that God " hath made 

OF ONE BLOOD ALL NATIONS OF MEN, Fl" TO 
DWELL OX ALL THE FACE OF THE EARTH." 



For the National Reformer. 

TO THE MEMBERS OF WISDOM'S 
INSTITUTE, AT TROY. 

EPISTLE I. 

Dear Sisters: — I now commence the se- 
ries of letters which I promised to write you, 
in relation lo the design and studies of your 
Institute. 

The design of your Institute is the acqui- 
sition of useful knowledge. This is good ; 
because your intellectual structure demands 
it. All the powers of your minds, which con- 
stitute your intellectual structure, such as per- 
ception, reflection, attention, memory, &c, 
were created for the express purpose of ac- 
quiring useful knowledge. If, therefore, you 
neglect the acquisition of useful knowledge, 
you will leave these powers in a state of indo- 
lence, which will result in mental debility and 
ignorance. But if you will spend a portion 
of every day in acquiring useful knowledge, 
you will give to these powers their natural 
and needful exercise, the result of which will 
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be mental vigor ami intelligence. Therefore, 
ihe acquisition of uaeful knowledge U good. 

his also good, because it in essential to 
your happiness. The very act of acquiring 
useful knowledge is a source of happiness;— 
the acquisition of useful knowledge is happi- 
ness. I speak of course in a restricted sense. 
But to illustrate : — The possession of pro- 
perty almost always affords a species of happi- 
ness to man ; and this happiness is in exact 
proportion with the value of the properly pos- 
sessed. Now the acquisition of useful know- 
ledge is properly possessed ; and what kind 
of properly can afford such real and perma- 
nent happiness, (a peaceful conscience ex- 
cepted.) as useful knowledge ? But when 

»this knowledge becomes sanctified and devot- 
ed to the glory of God, the happiness which 
it affords is' increased in a tenfold degree. 
^ The possessor of it is indeed happy in it, 
because "he receives the approbation of his 
conscience — the approbation of every wise 
and good man — the approbation of his God ! 

'It is also good, because it is essential to 
your usefulness. Can the blind lead the 
blind? Will not bolh fall into the ditch ? 
Can the ignorant instruct the ignorant? Will 
not both fall into error? Now, who are so 
blind as your benighted people ? Who more 
ignorant than they ? And can you enlighten 
their mental vision unless your own intellecl- 
. t ual eyes be open ? Can you instruct them 
unless you arc intelligent? Surely not. Ii 
is plain, therefore, that the acquisition of use- 
■ ful knowledge is essentia] to your usefulness- 
Think of their, immortality I How, as pa- 
rents, they neglect the duties which they owe 
to their children ; — and, as children, they ne- 
glect the duties which they owe their parents. 
Think how, as husbands, they neglect the 
duties which they owe their wives; — and, as 
wives, ihey neglect the duties which they 
owe their husbands ! Think how they ne- 
glect and despise the relations of neighbor to 
neighbor; — and above all, think, O -think, 
how they tramr 1 . unhallowed feel their 
relations to ^-unghly God! ! ! Think of the 
vice which abounds among them — ihe lies — 
the blasphemies and frauds. The debauch- 
eries, adulteries, and violations of the matri- 
monial vows I Think of the malice, and ha- 
tred, and anger, which rankle in their bosoms ! 
Then think of the deep, deplorable, and 
damning degrcdation into which they have 
been plunged by immorality and vice ! Then 
remember that the main, if not the whole of 
these evils, are attributable to their ignorance ; 
— that you are in duty bound to labor for 
their mental, moral, and civil elevation ; — that 



this elevation is to be effected by the power 
of truth — and that the truth is to be lodged 
in your own minds ; then will you readily 
perceive that the happiness of your race de- 
pends upon your intelligence, yea, demands 
it of you. 

The acquisition of useful knowledge, it 
good y bemuse God himself 'commands you to 
acquire it. That this assertion is true, you 
will not doubt, when you remember the para- 
ble of the talents recorded by .Matthew, chap- 
ter 25, verse 14 — 30, and the first ten chap- 
ters in Proverbs. But if there was neither 
an expressed or implied command in all the 
Bible, the troth of the last proposition could 
be inferred from the intellectual structure of 
your minds, which we have already hastily 
glanced at. But God has commanded you to 
"dq good,** and to do it in every possible 
way. Now to acquire useful knowledge is 
to do good; therefore God has commanded 
you to acquire it. Again God has commanded 
you to ** do good." To improve the mental, 
moral, and civil condition of your people is 
to "do good," and this is the command of 
God. But can you accomplish this without 
knowledge? We have already shown that 
you cannot. We repeat again, God has com- 
manded you to " do good" in the manner we 
have just pointed out. Iiut you say you 
have not the qualiiicaiions. What, then, is 
the implied will of Heaven in relation to this 
matter ? Why, that you seek the necessary 
qualifications ; and does not conscience echo 
back this command? You dare not say no. 
Further; that this is the implied will of 
Heaven concerning you, we argue from the 
circumstances of your people. These, in 
every respent that ihey may be viewed, call 
loudly upon you to prepare yourselves for 
usefulness. They call upon you to arm 
yourselves with the weapons of intellectual 
and moral warfare, and come up to their suc- 
cor ; even to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. 

It is good, therefore, to acquire useful know- 
ledge, because God, in his word and provi- 
dence, commands you to do it. 

From the above arguments, we justly infer 
that it in yOllT indispensable duty lo labor daily 
for ihe acquisition of useful knowledge. That 
it is a duty obligatory upon you, by every high 
and noble consideration in nature, reason, and 
Revelation. The design, therefore, of your 
Institute, is not only good in itself, npd in Us 
influence upon others, hut it is also, by ihe 
very virtue of its nature, your indispensable 
duty. 

I am thus particular, because there are 
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of the professed teachers of the people 
who would make you lo believe that this pur- 



tion. He must also have paid, within that 
time, a stale or county tax, or he is not cnti- 



Kuit is contrary to the religion of Jc'«u«! tied to the privilege of an elector. Here is 
They who maintain this position, arc blind another exception. But these exceptions ar.e 
lenders of the. blind, and not" scribes well in- pointed out in the article which prescribes 



slnieied into the kingdom of heaven. I con- 
clude this epistle by remarking, that in what- 
soever aspect the design of your Institute is 
viewed, whether in relation to your own hap- 
piness, the happiness of your fellow creatures, 
or the glory of 6od f it is a good design. — 
Wherefore, pursue it with diligence and de- 
light, having as your motto, 

"Knowledge to silver we prefix, 
Anl gold is tlust compared with her.' 1 

In haste, I am affectionately yours, 

Okigen. 

t Columbia, Pa.', Dec- 26th, 



From f The Friend." 
Remarks on the Opinion of the Supreme 

( Court on the Rights of Colored Persons 

4 in relation to Suffrage. 

.{Continued from page 50.) 
41 Except for the word citizen which stands 
in the context also as a qualification, the af- 
firmance of the proposition that every one 
not a slave is to be accounted an elector, 
vould extend the right of suffrage lo aliens ; 
and to admit of any exception to the argu- 
ment, its force being derived from the sup- 
posed universality of the term, would destroy 
it. Once concede that there may be a free- 
man in one sense of it, who is not so in 
Another, and the whole ground is surren- 
dered." But the word citizen is in the con- 
stitution, and therefore the constitution ex- 
plains its own limitations. The frceificn 

must be citizens, or they are not freemen in 
1 the sense wherein the term is there used. If 

this section of the constitution does not define 

the qualification of electors, why was it iutro- 



whp shall and who shall not be electors. It 
is nugatory to claim a greater extent for the 
terra freemen than the constitution assigns it. 
And to infer that because there are exceptions 
plainly set. down in the constitution to the 
universality of the term, there must be other 
exceptions to be supplied by construction, is 
not very logical. Indeed, the expression of 
these exceptions furnishes an argument of nrv 
trivial character, against the admission' of 
others, as it proves the care of the convention 
to mark lite limitations of the elective fran- 
chise, by unquestionable words, and not leave 
them to dubious construction. 

The important question, in what sense the 
convention of 1700 used the term freeman, 
might, I think, have been fairly answered by 
a reference to their own work. In the first 
article it is prescribed that an enumeration of 
the taxable inhabitants shall be made, anil 
the number of representatives and senators in 
the different districts be adjusted according to 
the number of the taxable inhabitants. No- 
thing is said in regard to the color of these 
taxable inhabitants. There can be no doubt 
but it was intended they should all be repre- 
sented. When the manner of choosing rep- 
resentatives was to be settled, the princif 1 - ~f 
taxation was particularly regarded. The 
electors must be payers of taxes. But they 
must also be citizens, not foreigners; of the 
age of twenty-one years, not minors ; free- 
men, not servants or slaves ; and men, not 
women. In all these things nothing appears 
to indicate a distinction ot rights dependent 
upon color. The sense jnust be inferred, 
according to Judge Gibson, from the meaning 
which the word had acquired by use in public 



Buced I To ascertain who are, and who are 

not, entitled to vote at elections, we have this [acts and legal proceedings, for the same rea- 
article of. the constitution for our guide. — son that a dubious statute is to be expounded 



What it grants is granted, and What it excepts 
I is constitutionally excepted. The elections 
are bv the citizens, therefore foreigners. 



by usage. "The meaning of things spoken 
and written must be as hath been constantly 
received.'* But where has it been proved 



| though freemen, are not entitled to the right [that the word freeman had, up to that, time, 
of suffrage. Here is an exception lo the unj- been constantly received as denoting a while 



JJversality of the term; but it is an exception 
which is in the constitution, and not supplied 
by doubtful construction. The electors must 
be of the age of twenty-one years. Though 
1 citizens and freemen, if under that age they 
are not entitled to vote. Here is another ex- 
• ception. The elector must have resided in 
the *tate two years next before the election. 



man, to the exclusion of the colored race? 
M On this principle it is difficult lo discover 
how the word freeman, as used in* previous 
public acts, could have been meant lo include 
a colored race." To make this .difficulty 
available, he ought to have shown that the 
word had been generally or frequently used 
in a sense wherein colored persons who were 



tiie Mate two years next ueiore tuc ticeuuu, in a suuse wueroui uuiuicu puisuu? muy 

I or he cannot vote. Here is another excep- 1 not slaves, could not be included; and that 
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free colored men were designated by a differ- 
ent term. Bui in the act of 1780 we find 
il declared that the offences and crimes of 
negroes and mulaltoes, as Well slaves and 
servants, as freemen, shall be inquired of, &c. 
Her*; the word is evidently used to designate 
negroes and mulaltoes, who were not slaves 
or servants. Again, in the same paragraph, it 
is provided thai a slave shall not be admitted 
to bear witness against a freeman. lias it 
ever been pretended that a slave can bear* wit- 
ness against a free colored, any more than 
against a free, white man, in Pennsylvania* 
"As well might it be supposed that the de- 
claration of universal and unalienable freedom 
in both our constitutions, was meant to com- 
prehend it. Nothing was ever more compre- 
hensively predicated, and a practical enforce- 
ment of it would have liberated every slave 
in the state, yet mitigated slavery long con- 
'tintied to exist among us, in otter derogation 
of it,'* Now what is the meaning of this 
passage? The declaration of rights, copied 
by the convention, substantially, but not ver- 
batim, from the celebrated declaration of in- 
dependence, proclaims the broad principle of 
the universal equality of man, and the inhe- 
rent right of all to the enjoy meat of liberty 
and life. This declaration was unquestiona- 
bly intended to stand as an indubitable and 
unchangeable truth, when the slavery of the 
colored race f that linirerioff relict of barbarism 



constitutions of Massachusetts, formed m auh 
laneously with our abolition acU cotiiai i a 
declaration of rights very similar to * ; 
and that ib the first action involving the right 
of a master, which came before the supreme 
judicial court, subsequent to the adoption of 
the constitution, the judges declared that by 
virtue of the first article of the declaration of 
rights, slavery no longer existed in the Ft.-ie. 
In Pennsylvania, about the year 1902, the 
' case of negro Flora against J. Graisbury, her 
master, was brought before the high-rourl of 
errors and appeals, and argued On constitu- 
tional grounds, i The judges, when the argu- 
ment was closed, gave their opinion, without 
assigning any reason for it, that Flora was a 
slave. Thus two legal tribunals, of high au- 
thority, having the same or similar constitu- 
tional articles to govern them, gave irrecon- 
cilable decisions. And this fact is easily ex- 
plained by another. The number of slaves 
in Massachusetts was small, and therefore 
the interests and prejudices of the community 
did not prevent the judges there from giving 
a fair and candid exposition of the constitu- 
tion. 

To infer from the continuance of mitigated 
slavery in Pcnnsylv lia, long after the adop- 



Will Judge Gibson risk the assertion, that 
our declaration of rights, or its precursor, the 
declaration of independence, was intended to 
apply only to while men ? What a contempt- 
ible document would the Congress of 177G 
have presented to the word, if they had ex- 
pressly limited their declaration respecting 
the inherent and unalienable rights of man, 
to those who were white. There was no 
such limitation expressed or implied in cither. 
The doctrine of inherent rights was fearlessly 
announced in both. But a selfish and tempo- 
rizing policy prevented the full and practical 
application of these principles. Slavery had 
gained a place among us, and il was thought 
more safe and expedient to abolish it gradu- 
ally, than to extirpate it at a blow. When 
our present constitution was formed, the sla- 
very of the colored race, that anomaly, of 
American legislation, was melting away under 
the operation of the law of ITSO : and if the 
convention did not pronounce its instantane- 
ous extinction! they laid down a principle 
which must preclude its revival in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

It is a remarkable, circumstance,, that the 



tion of our presen constitution, that the de- 
claration of rights M'as not designed to apply 
to the colored race, appears to me a strange 
aberration of legal penetration- We have in 



and rapine, should be swept from our land, this section a proposition which is simple and 



general- If true at all, its truth is as general 
as the proposition itself. It is a declaration 
of rights, not of powers. There was then 
probably no one who denied the right, but the 
few whom a cruel. system had stripped of 
their rights were still compelled to submit to 
the privation- Policy, not justice, demanded 
or was supposed to demand, their suspension. 
But were we even to admit an exception to 
the generality of its application, in order to 
establish the constitutionality of slavery, we 
certainly may limit the exception to those 
who were slaves. Now, there were, when 
this declaration was made, about six thousand 
five hundred free colored persons, anil three 
thousand seven hundred slaves in the state, 
Il is therefore apparent that the slavery of 
Pennsylvania, at that time, involved only 
about prie-thi;d of its colored population. 
The argument, that because one-third of the 
colored race in Pennsylvania were held in 
slavery, notwithstanding the general declara- 
tion of rights in favor of universal freedom, 
therefore the other two-thirds w ho wore ac- 
knowledged to be free, must not be allowed 
to vote, although t hey may possess the ijuali- 
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fixations of electors as luid down in the con- 
stitution, is ccruinly not very logical. But 
the practical inference that a colored man is 
not a freeman in llie sense of the convention, 
although he is u freeman in law and in fact, 
because other colored men were long held in 
slavery in utter derogation of the constitution, 
is worse than illogical. 

■The judge seems to lake it for granted that, 
in the constitution of 177G, the clause relative 
to electors was applicable to white men only ; 
and hence infers that the convention of 17D0, 
by adopting the language of the former con* 
mention, indicated a corresponding applica- 
tion. 11 Now, it* the word freeman were not 
potent enough to admit a free negro to suf- 
frage under the first constitution, it is difficult 
to discern a degree of magic in the intervening 
plan of emancipation, sufficient to give it ade- 
quate potency, in the apprehensioivof the 
convention under th r second." If he has 
produced any evidence that the word freeman 
was not potent enough to admit a free negro 



Lei us now look at a few well known facts, 
and try a supposition of our own. In the first 
place, it is well known that the contest with 
the mother country arose out of an attempt 
to tax the people of these then British colo- 
nies, by authority of a legislative assembly in 
which they were not represented. It was not 
the amount of the tax, which was objected to, 
but the authority by which it was laid. They 
claimed the right of being taxed by their own 
representatives only. In the preamble Lo the 
act of 17S0, the Legislature of Pennsylvania 
expressed the following sentiments: 44 We 
conceive that it is our duty, and we rejoice 
that it is in our power, to extend a portion of 
that freedom to others which has been ex- 
tended to us- Weaned by a long course of 
experience from those narrow prejudices 
and partialities we had imbibed, we find our 
hearts enlarged with kindness and benevo- 
lence towards men of all conditions and na- 
tions." By the provisions of that law, no 
slave could be added lo the number then in 



to suffrage under the constitution of 1776, it the state; and therefore it was obvious that 
is to be found, I suppose, in the disabilities slavery must in a few years become extinct 



to which the colored race were subjected by 
the law of 1720 ; which law he tells us was 
in force till repealed by the act of 1780. The 
magic would therefore appear lo have been 
in the law of 1726, and not in the plan of 
emancipation, Bui that law being repealed 

- in 1780, the disabilities resulting from it 
would cease of course. 

The fact that the word white was prefixed 
to freeman in the original draft, and expunged 
upon the motion of Albert Gallatin, furnishes 
bu argument which the judge appears at a 
loss to answer. The observation of Gallatin, 
to which he alludes, appears to have been 
rather a stroke of wit, intended to show the 
ridiculousness of the thing, than a serious 
argument. He is said to have observed that 
he was not PCru white himself, and he did 
Dot know on which side of the line the judges 
of the elections would place him. As the 
judge very justly observes, we must take the 
seiiae of the convention from the consum ma- 
lion of the act. Now as a majority of them 
voted -for expunging the word while, they 
must have thought it objectionable ; but it is 

■ diificult to conceive any rational objection to 
the word, if, in their opinion, the constitution 
would mean precisely the same thing without 
it as with it. If they intended that none but 
white men should, vote, the retention of the 



in Pennsylvania. 

Suppose now that the convention of 1700, 
having these facts before their eyes, expected 
die constitution to stand for ages, and were 
desirous to extend to the colored race the 
right of being taxed, in common with white 
citizens, by their own representatives ; what 
language can we, upon this supposition, ima- 
gine they would have used in fixing the cha- 
racter of electors ? Is not the expression as 
it now stands in the constitution perfectly 
consistent with such a supposition ? Would 
they not, on this supposition, have expunged 
the word white ? Would they not, in short, 
have made the constitution precisely as they 
did? But had they, on the other hand, de- 
signed to limit the right* of suffrage to while 
men, is it not probable that they would have 
left the word while in the constitution, so su 
to remove all obscurity from their meaning? 

If the word freeman has, in Pennsylvania, 
a legal definition, different from that assigned 
to it in common use, it must have acquired it 
b) the laws of 1082, which clearly explain 
what class of inhabitants should be deemed 
freemen in the province. That description 
plainly includes the class, whom the advo- 
cates of negro suffrage consider as constitu- 
tional electors. If any disabilities have, since 
that time, been fixed upon the negro race, 



word would at least have prevented an ambi- they must have been created by those laws, 
g»:ity. There was, therefore, upon that by- relative to that class of our population, which 
Eothesis, a reason for keeping it in, but none were repealed by the abolition law of 1780 



for rik i 



ing it out, 



Hence, according to a well established priuci- 



1* l(R NATION' AT. 11 1' FOTIM RR. 



57 



plv of Jaw, those disabilities :irc become ex- 
tinct, and ilie original right revived. 

11 I have thought it fair to Iroat the ques- 
lion as it stands affected by our own nntni- 
cipal regulations, without illustration from 
those <)( other mutes where the condition of 



that \vc hail no right to abolish slavery in 
this slate, without the consent of our sinter 
states. The (JailgCr to which person* and 
property in other states would be exposed by 

the ex am pic, Might have been urged upon its ; 

and the inhabitants of Pennsylvania ImVQ Il0ai1| 



the laco has been still less favored. Yet itjat litis day, staggering \uuh:r the burden of a 
19 proper to say that the second section of j slave population; and cherishing as a light 



the fourth article of the federal constitution 
presents an obstacle to the political freedom 
of the negro, which seems to be insuperable. 
It is to bo remembered that citizenship, as 
wrli as freedom* is a constitutional qualifica- 
tion ; and bow it could be conferred so as lo 
overhear the Jaws imposing couullesa disabili- 



what they, in their hearts, detested as amoral 
and political evil. 

For some time previous lo the war of 1812, 
it was commonly understood lint the British 
officcri) were in the practice of impressing 
native American seamen lo serve in their 
ships of war. Now, inasmuch as it was found 



■es on him in other states, is a problem of j nearly impracticable to prevent this encroach" 
HifTicult solution. In this aspect* the question merit upon the rights of American citizens, 
Becomes one, not of intention but of power, I what a pity it is that Congress, or the Cabinet 
•so doubtful as to forbid the exercise of it. 
The article alluded to is, The citizens of each 
sfutc shall be entitled to all privileges and 
immunities of citizens of the several stutef. 
* The argument of Judge Gibson, if I under- 
stand him, is ibis: The federal constitution 
guarantees to the citizens of each slate, the 



:U Washington, did not lake counsel of Judge 
Gibson, and loam that the question was not 
one of right but of power, so doubtful as to 
preclude i is exorcise. \\y gravely concluding 
that seamen, though white, born in the United 
Stales, and sailing under American protec- 
tions", were, nevertheless, not citizens of the 
privileges and immunities of citizens in all United States, because the British officers 
the slates; but the laws of several states have compelled some of them to serve against a 
imposed countless disabilities on the negro | nation with whom we were al peace, a very 
race, totally inconsistent with the rights ofi troublesome and exciting question might havo 
citizenship, and we have not the power of | been settled in a summary manner. The 
"securing the colored inhabitants of Pennsyl- 
vania, in case of their removing to other 
-strues, or travelling in tlicm, from the opera- 
tion of those unequal laws, therefore the co- 
lored inhabitants Of Pennsylvania, white they 
'remain in die state, cannot be considered as 
citizens. If 1 have done any injustice to the 
argument of iho learned judge, it was unin- 
tentional. And if any of my readers should 
be convinced by this reasoning, that negroes 
are not citizens, or cannot be. citizens, in thin 
state, it will be needless to disturb their be- 
"lief. It is, however, rather h' .nilialing lo a 
Pennsylvanian, 10 find it announced, from the 
bench of the supreme court, that we are not 
at liberty to adjust the rights of citizenship 
among ourselves without being' limited and 
Restrained by the slave-holding legislatures of 
the south ; that we cannot extend lo the free 
colored inhabitants of our Blate the rights 
winch our fathers demanded at the cannon's 
mouth of the British government, unless the 
people of the south shall choose so to -modify 
their laws, as lo secure the rights of humanity 
to all classes antl colors among tlx in. 

It is a fortunate circumstance for Pennsyl- 
vania, that the discovery of our subserviency 
to southern legislation was not made sixty 
years ago, or it anight perhaps have appeared 

8 * 



argument, it appears to me, would have been 
the same in principle as that advanced by 
Judge Gibson. The difference in the applica- 
tion would have been this. » The conduct of 
the aggressors in the case of the soamcu 
could not be effectually controlled without a 
resort to arms ; but the case of the colored 
citizens might probably be reached by the 
laws of the Union. 

The doctrine which is certainly implied, if 
not directly expressed, in the last quotation 
from Judge Gibson's opinion, is one of greater 
extent and importance than the question of 
suffrage! It is probably a matter of liltlo , 
practical moment lo the colored race in Penn- 
sylvania whether they are at liberty to vole at 
elections or not. But their rights of citizen- 
ship arc of great importance. And those 
rights are implicitly if not explicitly denied in 
the opinion before us. The momentous dis* 
covery that free colored persons arc not citi- 
zens, appears to be due lo Andrew T. Judson, 
Esq. of Connecticut. As iho people of Can- 
terbury were greatly alarmed at the prospect 
of having a boarding school established in 
their vicinity, for the education of colored 
girls, they procured a law, termed the Con- 
necticut black act, to prevent the evil ; a law 
which was obviously unconstitutional if the 
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buj. It w true ha J. dg< iDoggot p o Bh ip, which they enjoyed under theconfcdorn. 
official opinion h» they w«e o doctrine was advanced, as a kind 

But m Med not be » f ^Lrif forlorn hope/,., a dcspcraic case. n„t U« 

we consular ihc circun.HianccB ol Miecaae* 



he could have got through dm Uriah *« »»« 
judges of ihc high court of errors and appeals 
ore supposed to have done, without giving 
any reasons for his opinion, he would have 
acted prudently to withhold them ; for the 
world would thru have given him credit Tor 
some reason*, but having submitted his re* 
sona to the public, they turn out when ex- 
amined, to ho so weak, and to exhibit so little 
examination, as to excite surprise that nothing 
more plausible could he advanced on the sub- 
ject. And now Judge Gibson advocates the 
same doctrine, because we cannot compel the 
people of the south to accord to the free, peo- 
ple of color from the north the rights which 
citizenship confers. 

A brief historical notice or the clause in the 
constitution, which he thinks excludes the 



discovery has come loo late. The cotcmpo- 
rary exposition of the term citizen has fixed 
its application. . . 

The act Of Congress of 1702, for Organizing 
the militia, provides for the enrollment of 
free while male eilaetu. Implying of eourse 
that there were citizens who were not white, 
as well as citizens who were not male s. An 
act of Congress of 1803, prohibits masters and 
captains of vessels from bunging into any 
port, &C., where the laws of the state prohibit 
[\m importation, any negro, mulatto, or other 
person of color, not being a native, a citizen 
or registered seaman of the United States. &c. 

The consitulion of the state or New York 
denies the right of suffrage to men of color, 
unless they have been for three years Citizens 
of the state. And the laws of New York re- 



citizens, may probably illustrate the argument milled to 
of the learned judge. 13y the fourth ol the 
articles of con federation agreed upon in 17*8. 
it was provided that the I'ree inhabitants ol 
these states shall be entitled to all the privi- 
leges and immunities or free citizens in the 



several States. While these articles were 
under consideration, the delegates from bouili 
Carolina moved, in behalf of their state, to 
insert the word while, between free and in- 
habitants. The votes, being by stales, were 
ayes, two state* ; nays, eight slates, une 
state divided. At that lime all the state- 
tolerated slavery, yet the revolutionary con- 
gress decided, by an overwhelming majority, 
that free negroes should be entitled to all the 
privileges and immunities of rree citizen* in 
ihe several stales. The present constitution 
was adopted between nine and ten years aftei 
this decision, and the clause was copied into 
it with a few verbal alterations. It is lair to 
presume that the meaning of ibis clause was 
not changed by its transfer from the articles ol 
confederation to the new constitution, Its 
meaning in the former was settled by a vole 
of eigllt sUtOS against two. No words were 
introduced to exclude the free colored race 
and none were expunged by which they can 
be supposed to be excluded. No desire was 
manifested at the time to exclude them Irom 



affirm that he has been for three years a citi- 
zen or the state. In the convention of New 
York, in 18ai, Rums King closed an argu- 
ment on behalf of the people of color, with 
ihc declaration, that as certainly as the chll- ' 
dren of any white man are citizens, so certainly 
die children of the black man arc citizens. 

Impressed colored sailors have been claim- 
ed by the national government as citizens c ( f 
Ihe United Stales; and colored men, going 
• Europe, have received passports from the 
department of state, certifying that they were 
citizens or the United States. 

The proposed constitution or Missouri re- 
quired the legislature to pass such laws as 
might be necessary to prevent Tree negioes 
and mulaltoes from coming to settle in the 
slate, under any pretext whatever. 1 he legis- 
Utoie of New York in reference to this pro- 
vision, in iheautumn of 1820, "Resolved, if 
the provisions contained in any proposed con- 
stitution or a new stale deny to any citizen of 
the existing stales the.privilegcs and imii.tmi- 
tiee Of citizens of such new slate, that such 
proposed constitution should not be accepted 
or confirmed ; the same, in the opinion ol the 
legislature, being void by the constitution or 
the United Slates." The constitution being- 
submitted to congress, the article excluding 
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colored citizens was deemed, by the house 
of representatives, a violation of the national 
compact, and that body refused 10 receive 
M issouri into the Union. A com promise was 
at last agreed to, and Congress admitted Mis- 
souri on the express condition that the Offen- 
sive clause should never authorize any law by 
which any citizen of any of the stales should 
be excluded fiom the enjoyment of any of the 
privileges and immunities 10 which such eiU- 
zen'is entitled by the constitution of the United 
States; and iliat the legielntuxe of Missouri 
should, by a solemn act, declare their assent 
to this condition. The legislature passed Hie 
act required, and thereupon the state became 
a member of the Union. 

The attempt to divest the colored race ol 
their citizenship, is -the more alarming as it 
affects their title to real estate. By an esti 



We publish the coinnnmieauon of A 
Friend" with pleasure, and trust we may have 
others from the same source, on some impor- 
tant subject that will illustrate our principle*, 
The suggestions he makes did not escape our 
consideration, and a portion of them will be 
attended to a? soon as we can make the 
necessary arrangements. We solicit female 
aid in our undertaking, with the hope that our 
columns may be enriched by the valuable 
effusions of their minds. But we acknowledge 
we are unable to see the necessity of selecting 
for them a separate department. Their 
interests are inseparably connected with our 
own, in the eause of humanity. Our orgatw 
of sense, and reasoning powers, belong not to 



alTcc.ts their title to real esiaic. *v •« — u. o . * — 

mate recently made from authentic documents. ug peculiarly as males, or female*, DO* a* 

tin i ii.n orJnrpd inhabitants of . ■ - \v n hallmvi I hat their nu'rtta 



uiaic icvciim/ »■« — . . . 

it appears that the colored inhabitants ol 
Philadelphia possess real estate to the value 
of from five to six hundred thousand dollars. 
In the city of New York, real estate valued at 
fifty thousand dollars was not long ago devised 
to a free colored man. If they are now to 
be divested of citizenship, and rendered inca- 
pable of holding real property, may we not 
charge it UOOO their white oppressors it they 
should become as idle and worthless as their 
greatest enemies are accustomed to represent 

them ? . , 

The point adjudged, is that colored men 
are not entitled to the elective franchise. 
The opinion that they are not citizens is but 
obscurely expressed. It is. however, ex- 
pressed with sufficient clearness to enable a 
fudge of one of our inferior courts, when a 
question of property dependent upon citizen- 
ship shall come before him, to infer that in 
the opinion of the supreme court the people ol 
' color are not citizens, and therefore, how- 
ever it is to be regretted, he is not at liberty 
to decide that they are. This adjudication 
m y be considered as an evidence ol the dim- 
ness of vision produced by the murky atmos- «0UDKK REIGNS IN WARSAW, 
phere of slavery which spreads it logs and The sp * ir - u f anarchy is predominant— the 
vapors over those who are connected with it, ^ ^ O f ow * s t a t e has been besieged with a 
by commercial and political Ues rhere is j ' ' hi d :iy3 — the soldiery is dismis- 

yet one hope to console us, that the Unie Will U>f ^. kisscdeach other- 

come when the bench of the supreme court of ^P° llUca ^ me3 . 

both houses have been organized— the mes 
sage of the Governor is received, and the 
Legislature is in session. 

To tl.e Editor of the Ntolaod Reformer. 
fy af Sh\—l have received the/f«/, (and 
he fore I have had lime' to review that,) the 



human beings. We believe that their mental 
capacities are equal to, their brethren, and we 
have no disposition to gratify the vanity of 
either sex, by instituting a comparison. As 
the suggestion of " A Friend" is one in which 
the "females" are interested, we shall be 
pleased to hear from them on this subject in 
our next number* 

|Cj=» We publish in another column the 
prospectus of the "Colored American" for 
1839. We are pleased to find that the pro- 
prietors, Messrs. Uei.l, Ray, and 6tWcWEB, 
intend enlarging their sheet, and have secured 
the services of Dr. James M'CotfE Smith 
in the editorial department with our friend 
Cornish. We anticipate for its readers a 
valuable and interesting "paper, emanating 
from the combined exertions of its erudite 
conductors. 



Pennsylvania may be filled by men of more 
enlightened and liberal minds, who will per- 
ceive the injustice of this o^^-m, and stamp 
their veto upon it. E ' L ' 

In the first of this «wf, rtn^e 38 

thM column. 1 1 th line uZ bottom for " l»ih a sc^,, 
rca,l « Katli been a •CPVWrt,*' and m *™J 

^"U cm m r«m bottom, r« « * oni r " 
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number of the « Xatianul Hrformer." , proa^tua .s c. m.«l. 10 usfy any 1 . « 
The appearance of the tot number of your 'he an ; .f no., let then, ni on. II « ■ I - 
Bfirbdical is truly BratifviitB to one of the true long fall agon i heir own sword. 1 utsue H e 
&ffiffVSESi ina«iu.tlon, and atraVfo^ •«* "itTSjf-ja 
SSefbte Ju upon me for this humble erpres- W f /;« and addrcM, J ' 

—id to lent, and I have no doubt but you will succeeu 



sion of my opinion respecting it. an 
contribute to its columns this mark of my 
approbation. The name it bears is good . vcrjf 



good, notwilhst 



uuiiusr 



] should have been 



• pleased if the word 41 mor«r 1 could have been 

squeezed in somewhere in its title, as 'the 



your gWrioua object,— the dissemination 
Of principles of our invaluable society, the 
Cardinal points of whteh are Education, Tem- 
perance, Economy and Universal Liberty. 
These are the principles of the Bible, and 



ao^etin establishing it, is to disse- I will ^^^^ 
Eiinate the principle, of the American jftitff matter and the crush of *™!^g5 
Reform Society, and devoted exclusively (0 , forwarded my subscription to o mud ui , 
the support of its doctrines ; such an organ is I will say no more a present, but be > ... > 
needed, and therefore presents its claims to excuse the medley of 
every nun who comes under the principles 
and precepts of the liible. You have confi ned 
its title to the nation, doubtless because it is 
the most guilty ; be it so, but if the words, 
•« The Moral? were substituted for 11 jVtf* 
tional" would it not embrace the world, 



IMPORTANT NEWS PROM LIBERIA, 

To Lc*»T: (in K.», V.*y, New York, U. S. AlftWiet, fill 
Lumt'in. 

VtTV thar Sir,— in looking over some mc- 
morandunis of my correspondence with the 

upon whirl, its principles are designed to Colonization Societies to *«{^J : gJ » 
' „ . f .,, • _ J t„,.... „u, fllJBOI I Kv v-nit in nif». w hen n iNortn 



operate. But I will not cavil about a name ; 
I merely drop these suggestions fur your con- 
sideration ; as for myself, I am contented 
either way. Your motto is good, and mea- 
surably corresponds with its title; I would, 
however, be glau* if you would add the text 
recorded in the 7ih chapter of Matthew, 12th 
verse, viz.: "Therefore all things whatso- 
ever ye, would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them ; for this is the taw and the 
prophet3." I would also be glad if you would 
have a department for each of the four car- 
dinal principles of our society ; also, a Female, 
Children's, and Miscellaneous, department. 
I think it would advance the interest of the 
society and periodical. These are a few of 
the minor suggestions I would make at 
present; I hope they may at least claim your 

consideration. 

1 am, however, happy to sec from your 
prospectus, that you do not "design to enter 
the field against any other periodical whose 
principles of moral right are based upon repu- 
blican equality," as 1 trust this will satisfy 
the minds of all those of our brethren, who 
are so tenacious about a name, and have 
sworn upon the altar of prejudice, everlasting 
enmity against all those who would coun- 
tenance an organ for the American Moral 
Reform Society, on the ground that it was 
considered to be in opposition to a paper 
called the "Colored American," because 
some of the leading members of the said 
society differed upon some minor point — « 
name. — 



letter, addressed by you tome, when in North 
Carolina, the subject matter whereof having 
been replied to at that lime, the review at this 
date seems only to call up the remembrance 
of former kindnesses, an acknowledgement 
whereof I would on no proper occasion omit 
to make. This premised, I now set me to the 
task of making you acquainted, so far as my 
own knowledge, derived from observation and 
information, extend*, with the particulars of 
our Situation, and the prospects connected 
with these settlements of the Colony of Li- 
beria. I was sent here under the patronage 
of the Young Men's Colonization Society of 
Pennsylvania and New York, for the purpose 
of making developments of the resources of 
the soil in Africa, i accordingly arrived ou 
the 7th day of February, 1833, on board the 
barque Marine, but had no communication 
from the shore until the next day ; a note was 
sent to the Captain, Biiekmar, inquiring whe- 
ther his was the vessel containing the expe- 
dition looked for from the United Stales. 
We were then on the eve of starting for the 
shore, and, of course, did not wail to have any 
further correspondence on the subject, but 
pushed olT, and on the Sth day of February, 
my feet fust pressed the soil of wretched 
Africa, The situation of these two places, 
Edinaand Bassa Cove, is picturesque enough, 
and were the people and the government in- 
dustrious and efficient, something of the de- 
lightful might be made out of them; this, 
however, is altogether gratuitous on my part, 
for panegyric from me is the last thing looked 



If ihey are honest, the declaration in your forty eoloniMt'wniata ; and again, thechroate, 
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soil, and economy here forbid that anything 

of importance shall he acooinplwhcd, all«?Bl 

for some lime to come- 

I was, oti landing walked up to a tolerable 

looking house, and introduced to the &er> 
Governor J. J. Matthias. This governor had 
heard of me, my purpose; design, intention, 
&c, and every accommodation and assis- 
tance should be given me, as it had been par- 
ticularly requested by Governor Buchanan. 
Butlo! the sad discrepancy there oft times is 
betwixt our practices and our professions; 
pur accommodations were proposed in some 
half-a-dozen pens made or poles, about the size 
of such as a Southern white man, in his fury, 
would snatch up to heal a negro with ; anil 
these pens covered with thatch— do you know 
what that is?— the foliage of a shrub called 
bamboo, tied on, so as when dry to admit the 
water by the most easy and convenient means, 
next to leaving the roof uncovered. These I 
utterly refused to go into; and had to lure 
houses from the people of Edina, at a great 
expense, for the whole of our expedition, 70 

in number- . . ~ 

My next essay was to make provision tor 

such of our people as could get on shore, 
during that day, as nothing coulJ be landed 
from the vessel. I was very readily fur- 
nished by the Governor's store-keeper with a 
barrel of rotten corn meal, for which, owing 
to my having none to return in place of it, I 
had to pay the preity little trine of $3. My 
next application to his Excellency, was on the 
subject of land- I found that I was destined 
to a settlement up the St. Johns, six miles from 
the bar; and that on my taking the oath 
allegiance, I could have what quantity of land 
I wished- But now comes the tug ot war. — 
After delay of four weeks ,and so much valuable 
time lost. I was presented with the Constitu- 
tion of Basaa Cove, manufactured for the spe- 
cial use of llankerson or some other person's 
slaves- Su prise, indignation, end every other 
temper such an insult was calculated to in- 
spire, aroused me almost to a transport of 
fury, and I vowed, so help me God ! to die, 
rather than take an oath to support such a 
Constitution. I then told his governorship, 
that I had come from the United States to be 
freed from the tyranny of the white man, and 
* that I should not be easily brought again to 
submit to it; — but, my dear sir. His but a 
vain boast, for all the while that we are here 
we are subject to it._ Fancy to yourself an 
: establishment— call - ^"V, or plantation, 
or what you will— with bin single white 
man at the head of its affairs; the laws that 
govern il framed by him, or by his prede- 



cessor, which Is the same; himself tin: execu- 
tive, and so down to the veriest lackey in the 
concern, all of his appointment ; see this same 
white man in the possession of, and account- 
able to nobody that can bring him to account 
for all the funds contributed by the gulliCS of 
colonization ; see him without the amalJest 
degree of mercantile knowledge, laying on and 
charging enormous advances, say one to two 
hundred per cent, on the very necessaries pro- 
cured by voluntary contributions, gotten toge- 
ther under pretence of benefiting the colored 
man in Africa, and of which he receives not 
one iota beyond what he buys, and must pay 
for at the enormous advances charged on their 
original ensts in the United States. 

And for whose benefit are these charges 
made ? not the individual donors, not the 
managers of the society, not the colonists ;— 
who then? why just nobody, that lather of all 
mischiefs. But it is characteristic enough of 
any man, who would come here and satisfy 
himself with the blushing honors of being 
called governor, over a few crazy freed ne- 
groes and mulattoes- You may be disposed 
to smile at the application I make of the term 
crazy freed negroes. &C-, but, sir, listen lo 
facts, and then judge of its propriety. In the 
first place, they have aimed at producing cer- 
tain effects by unapt causes. Secondly, they 
have exerted reasoning, if such it can he 
called, without proper dan* to ground their 
opinions- on; and thirdly, they have striven 
to deduce certain consequences from illy 
founded premises. Now to explain this— 
some of the colonists, on their arrival in this 
country, were in the possession of some 
amount of money; and instead of remember- 
in" themselves to be no more than exiles from 
their native home, and husbanding their re- 
sources, they setup a kind of aristocracy, and, 
in order to maintain their dignity, spent more 
than all they had. A second class, are those 
who went upon the plan of living by their 
wits ; and of all the devil's inventions to keep 
people poor, this has most wonderfully suc- 
ceeded : for how can men thrive by such 
means, when there is not in their community 
subjects for their wits lo be exercised upon. 
And a third class, ashamed to beg ami too 
"proud to work, went upon- the trading scheme, 
for finding the gullibility of the natives and " 
the easy and cheap rate for which tbeir stuffs 
could be had, they chose rather to compound 
with their backs and stomachs until they could 



no lO|lge| be trusted, and so their revenues 
ceased; and finally, every one, until now, 
seems to have forgotten that we arc to obtain 
our bread in the- sweat of our face. You may 
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fancy this a distorted picture of affairs in 
Liberia; but, sir, I would rather my right hand 
Should perish from my body, th:ui il should 
pen a lie. For there is not an individual man 
who does not eat the beef and pork of some 
society, or who has not ate of it until he has 
"almost become choked therewith, but will tcllj 
you, if he ha J it to do again he would prefer 
to die rather than come here. I have con- 
versed with several, not only of these settle- 
ments, but many belonging to the old colony,] 
and have asked them why they have suffered 
Such lies favoring these colonies to be circu- 
lated and published in the United States. 

"Why, sir, say the more intelligent, misery, 
you know, likes company! and, sir, say 
another class, I did not like to become con- 
spicuous irfa'ny way, either for or against the 
Society. And, say a third class, we were 
afraid, as we were here, if we said any thing 
no more people would come, and we should 
be too weak to stand against the natives. And,[ 
say a fourth, which forms the great majority, 
we know nothing about what has been said, 
only this we know, that if we had the means 
of getting away we would not slay here. 
Now, sir, it is my being involved with such 
a wretched pack that gives acerbity to my 
temper. Would I not rather die, than do the' 
devil's work in thus deceiving people to their 
ruin? for it does seem to me, that with the 
one exception of Mr. Nobody making money 
out of the goods sent here, instead of giving 
them, as I always thought or understood was 
intended to be done, to the poor perishing 
colonists for their help and support, the rest 
is only a well schemed project of destruction. 
It has been said that the Colony at Monrovia 
was improving. No such thing, sir ; it is 
dying, but may not expire before its sisters 
Edina and Bassa Cove shall have taken its 
disease, (the slave trade,) and both go off 
together. 

It has been said that the slave trade had 
disappeared from this part of the coast. Il 
ever it was the case, there is now a fearful 
reaction; for the first vessel I saw near the 
shore, a few ruiles above, and in sight of 
Monrovia, was shown to me as a slaver ; and 
at Crew Town, a place in sight of our Gover- 
nor's seat, I have seen divers vessels, of 
whom it was said to me, they are slavers, sir. 
And so far from the slave trade being at all 
diminished, I am of opinion that it now is 
carried on around, about and amongst us to a 
fearfully alarming degree. Again, it has been 
said, that the establishment of Christian 
Colonies of free blacks on this coast, would 
t md to Christianize Africa. I always doubted ! 



the fact, and now I know it to be fulne. So 
very far from this being the case, I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that could a correct analysis be 
made of the progression of mind, and the 
weight of physical influence in the two castes, 
that the preponderance would be shown in 
favor of the colonist approximating nearest to 
the heathen's barbarity. True, there have 
been some very few converts of natives to 
Christianity; but for every one so converted, 
five Americans have pulled off their clothes 
and gone naked : and there 3s not a child now 
growing up in the colony who would not 
prefer speaking Ilebo or Bassa to common 
English, and not oidy using their jargon but 
also adopting their manners and customs; and 
such, to me, are fearful signs as regards 
colonization. 

The land on the sea coast, you in all pro- 
bability have been informed, is sandy, and in 
many places low and marshy, and hence 
it is very poor and good for nothing ; but as 
you go toward the anterior it is gently undulat- 
ing, with here and there a bluiT, making to the 
river, as thj mounts or capes do on the sea. 
This land is of a mixed quality, and some 
very good spots may be selected for farm 
settlements. Such an one is, I think, selected 
by our masters for our occupancy ; my having 
refused to become a citizen of this realm by 
swearing to be a white man's slave, threw me 
out of the pale of regal favor, and I had to 
take a lease of 600 acres, to enable me to 
carry out my verbal promise, made to the 
Society who sent me here. I think it probable 
we shall succeed, though I have already made 
myself sick; and as there is no alternative but 
pump or drown, 1 will work so long as I Can, 
and quit when I can do no more. I think it 
unnecessary to euter into a deuil of the 
peculiar barbarousness of this country, and its 
yet more barbarous natives; — though if there 
were to be seen nothing more than its roads 
and waters, it would, in the 11 tout ensemble," 
be a tolerable prospect: but oh ! the millions 
of millions of ants that every where cover the 
ground, and mounds of earth, yclep'd bug-a- 
bug hills, thrown up here, there, and every 
where, you know not how or why; and the 
chattering of monkeys, and the unearthly- 
sound of the whaw-whaw, enough in them- 
selves to drive civilization back to its original 
darkness, and make chaos come again. 

I believe I will weary you no longer with 
with this detail, but if you desire it, you can 
have an abundance more of the same relation. 

I know not that our experiment will make for 
or against the colonization scheme, as I am not 
yet prepared to say, whether people ought to 
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come here or not ; Ibis is one of the objects 1 
ha v e in view, anil to arrive legitimately at lhc.se 

conclusions,. will require further experimental 
tlmrt I have yet made. When my conolu 

viikia nr« formud cither w:ty f (nli*8 ftlfltfl to me, 
you shall have it; and, in the meantime, L beg 
you t«> send mo some American papers, as I 
should like to know what is going- on in the 
stales, not that I feel much interest in these 
mailers at the present, but that it would be 
agreeable to know the ascendency of parties 



be under great additional expense ; we, there- 
fore, hope our friends and subscribers will 
support us accordingly. Our expenses are 
now rising fifty do-Uarw per wooki how ami 
we have met them out acknowledgments will 
show. 

When wc commence the next volume, in 
addition to considerable outlay in purchasing 
new materials, &c. our weekly expenses will 
be near seventy dollars. Our subscribers anil 
agents will, therefore, see the necessity of all 



as they occur, forasmuch as wc expect them I the aid they can render us. 



to change. 
Accept my high' consideration, and 

am, yours most respectfully, . 

Louis Sheridan. 
Edina, Liberia, 1C/A July, 1838. 



we will 
Colored 



OUR NEXT VOLUME. 

On the 5th of January next, 
commence the 3d Volume of the 
American'. 

We have of late kept on 11 the even tenor 
of our way," without troubling our readers 
with our-privaie affairs ; — but on beginning 
a new volume, we will take the liberty to 
digress a little from our usual course, and lay 
before our patrons our prospects, and our 
future intentions ; — hoping they will cordially 
unite with us, in endeavoring to extend the 
circulation of our paper, and thereby increase 
its usefulness. The great amount of good 
which the Colored American has eflecicd 
during the two years of its existence, is known 
and acknowledged. It has been one of the 
most efficient organs in advancing the cause 
of the colored man, and it is by the influence 
of this, or a similar publication, that wc can 
ever expect to Vise j for who, like us, can so 
well plead our own cause [ and who, to use a 
homely adage, can so well tell where the shoe 
pinches, as he who wears it? 

We intend, with the new volume, to com- 
mence an entire new course. We will enlarge 
the paper, so as to give nearly one third more 
reading matter. We have engaged as assist- 
ant Editor, Dr. James M'CursE Smith, whose 
superior abilities, in connexion with the ex- 
perience of our present able Editor, will give 
additional interest to our publication. 

To make the 'Colored American more 
generally useful, we will give weekly v. price 
current, corrected and revised expressly for 
this paper. We will also give a greater 
amount of the news of the day, foreign ami 
domestic; in fact, wc will endeavor to make 
the Colored American!, a usefuL family paper. 



To our agents more directly we must 
appeal ; we require now more money, gr)d a 
larger number of subscribers than formerly, 
and wchopc they will, by the first of January, 
remit us the arrearages on all old subscribers, 
and send us several additional names, with the 

money in advance. 

Several of our country subscribers arc in 
arrears ; to such (where there are no agents) 
we will send the bills, and wc hope they will 
remit the amount due us forthwith; to them, 
individually, the sum is small, while to us the 
aggregate is considerable. 

We will also make our paper a good medium 
for advertising i we therefore solicit the 
patronage of our friends in that line. We 
propose publishing a few business cards 
(specimens of which we give this week) in a 
neat style, at four dollars per annum. Longer 
advertisements in proportion. ICJ* All adver- 
tisements must in future be paid for. 

The terms of our paper will still be the 
same, viz. Two Dollars per year, payable in 
all cases in advance — we cannot depart from 
this rule, as the life and existence of a news- 
paper is ready money. 

• As long as our subscribers send us their 
money, we will send them a paper worth the 
price wc ask. Wc are willing to devote our 
time, talents, and energies, to make the 
Colored American worthy the cause it advo- 
cates, but more wc cannot give ; money is 
required to carry on our operations, which we 
expect our patrons will be as prompt in send- 
ing, as we shall be in issuing our paper : they 
look for the paper weekly, and it is unjust, 
and ungenerous, to think dial we can fulfil 
our obligations, unless they honestly transmit 
what is due us. 

1\ A. Bell, for the Proprietors. 



HOLIDAYS. 
The annual return of 11 Christmas" and 
14 New-Year" are generally periods of re- 
joicing. Friend meets friend, and brothers 
ro effect these objects, we must necessarily and sisters greet each other with the usual 
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ppmplimenk of the season. Melancholy 
seems 10 have departed from every counte- 
nance, while a spirit of rejoicing ani males 
every bosom. Amidst ihc ravages of poverty, 

wo feel rich— laden wtih the ehaini of op- 
prwsion, wo feel free. We nrfl too apt to 
forgot that we arc exiled from the COnBtitU. 
tional rights and privileges of American free- 
men, and spend our lime and hard-earned 
maaOT in a way that destroys both our inte- 
rest and hnppinew. We worship our appe- 
tites and pleasures, at the expense of pain and 
dishonor. If ihe philanthropist appeals to 
our benevolence in the support of some noble 
scheme for the benefit of the human famdy, 
wc at once discover our real situation, and 
exclaim, we are a » poor, degraded people," 
without the means to support laudable enter- 
prises. Let us examine ourselves, and see if 
our contributions to unnecessary purposes 
corresponds with this • assertion. In the 
statistical report of the condition of the co- 
lored population of this city, we find the fol- 
lowing statements, viz. : — 

4 literary institutions, 
3 debating societies, 
C4 benevolent associations. 
The latter, every winter season, arc in the 
habit of celebrating their anniversaries by a 
Buhscription supper. Their numbers may be 
variously estimated from 40 to 200 members 
each. Suppose SO societies, with 40 mem- 
bers, at 51, nave * supper, and we havj; the 

i ...t, n r $2,000 00 

round sum oi .* 
Their population is 25.000. Now 
suppose there are 5,000 belong- . 
, ing to temperance societies, 
while the balance spend 25 els. 
for ardent spirits, 
We may safely set down the cx- 
■ i.ense of private luxury at 12* 
cents each for 25,000 persons, 
ami we have for this city alone, 
H would be underrating the public 
spirit of our sister city or New 
York, with all her licensed 
dramshop* at almost every cor- 
ucr, to set her down at less than 12,000 00 
To this we shall place to the ac- 

count of Boston, 2,000 00 

And to the city of lialt.morc. 



And if the same rule of economy were ap- 
plied to all the small towns and villages 
throughout the nominally free Rlalcs, it would 
swell the anm to •00,000, without affecting 
the circumstances of nny, while, if it were 
properly disposed of, it would tell upon the 
character and interests of our people, beyond 
all the other acts of their lives. A friend 
from the south, at our elbow, asserts, that if 
the same rule of economy was resorted to in 
South Carolina, New Orleans, and other 
places in the south, it would swell the sum 
over $100,000 annually. This is a monstrous 
sum to Wc expended foolishly by a people sit- 
uated under sucli peculiar circumstances. 
Tho moral reformation of any people, will 
make them both rich and happy. 



The original of all men ia the same, and 
yirtue is the only nobility. 
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3,125 00 



P a osph c tv s oF Q yrn national 

Ihc. hnerican Mural Urfurm S^culy. W*. W«T*M*, 

Editor. 

!° l it Wc do ».o. Iny M».m 10 the r.. n . 

been grout; ,n,,,,u k . ':..i,ii hut only mIinnnick theprwifc- 
WWhnWol ^l!^^^^^iS&%lt S*» flit .re 

P«rfoaiMl. *l«o»«R« n «fH" fc „ py n » pherB in the moral 

^^-sSife^^*' u 

iuhecriptiom for ihc • HiT«r«iiT.» 



LYD1A WHITE'S 
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DRY GOODS STORE. 
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And wc have the round sum of B30.125 00 1 No. 219 Noun. S^p ^r, Pmu*. 
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THE NKVY YKAR. 
Tin: opening of the new year presents 
to many a source of felicitous enjoyment; 1 
while olhers arc pouring forth their deep | 
lamentations ami hitler regrets over the scenes j 
of the past, and their foreboding prospects of : 
the future. Some are busily engaged in be- J 
seeching Almighty God to overthrow the wick- 
edness of this world, so that the " wrath of 
J&en shall be made to praise him/? Others 
are deeply sympathizing with the suffering 
poor; and are anxiously contemplating with 
profound hum Hi ty the prospect of coming 
events. Sucil is the weak and puerile power 
of man in h'rs most civilized slate; he is unable 
to divine the wisdom of Omnipotence, or con- 
template the object of his destiny. All those 
that from sincerity of principle have buckled 
on the armor of righteousness, to extend the 
principles of eternal justice, have, doubtless, 
dedicated their souls anew em the altar of our 
common Lord, firmly resolved to labor with 
•renewed vigor, for the' cause of suffering 
humanity. 

The present aspects of the times, through- 
' out our whole country, appears to be pregnant 
. with evil forebodings. Before the end of the 
. present year, the impending wrath of the 
wicked may send furth its 4,4 poisonous Java" 
over the fairest portions of society. The 
.hurricane violence of the storm may deafen 
the nation with its roaring thunder*, and make 
desolate the habitations ol those that arc now 
enjoying quietude and repose. The " red 
arm of war" may slain the soil with the blood 
of its votaries. Every stale in this Union 
■may be studded with the tombstones of those 
who, like the martyred Love-joy, died in de- 
I fence of their country's freedom. The tu- 
mults in the national Congress may. be suc- 
ceeded by a more dangerous and deadly con- 
fliel among the peoplc-thcmsclves. The terrific 
• flame* of the tf Pennsylvania II all.** may be 
»J 9 



but like the light of a candle, in comparison 
with the conflagration of some noble city, 
whose light will, in its imposing grandeur, 
illumine the heavens, and far outrival the 
" blazes of Moscow," The recent demon- 
strations of disorder and outlawry, at Harris- 
burgi may be followed up until the wheels of 
government become locked, and an iiifcrrcg* 
num in the civil affairs of this nation be the 
consequence. But, if all this should take 
place, we have but little to fear. Il is not in 
our power to avert these storms. Those that 
commit these depredations, have the keeping 
of their own liberties. As a. distinct people* 
the American government is not ours. We 
have no federal union to protect us in our in- 
gress and egress throughout the several slates. 
So, if those thai possess, the 44 civil power" 
overthrow their present system of government 
hy their suicidal attempts lo enforce a system 
of despotism, on their own heads must Hill the 
consequence. They will then only find them- 
selves where they have placed us from the 
beginning. . 

As far as we, who reside in Pennsylvania, 
are concerned, we are entering on the threshold 
of a new and untried epoch, in the history of 
our stale legislation. The republican doc- 
trines of equal rights, as set forth by the re- 
volutionary fathers, has been annihilated hy 
the imperial dictates of their Regenerate sous. 
••Taxation, without representation," is sound 
republican doctrine in the laud of Pcnn, and 
the home of Franklin. Tell il not in the land 
of the Czar, the dominions of the Sultan,- or 
the monarchies of Europe, lest the enemies 
of freedom rejoice. True it is, the enemies 
of free principles have succeeded in disfran- 
chising us, — bullet them not rejoice : — every 
act of injustice done us, wounds the cause of 
philanthropy, and will provo to be a dagger 
in the character of the institutions throughout 
tha Commonwealth. In the present condition 

.r 
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of things, it is but of little use to contemplate 
on the past. Let us fix our hopes on the 
future, adopting the language of our declara- 
tion of sentiment 

11 Let MR not lament, that under the present 
constituted powers of this government wc arc 
disfranchised ; belter far than lo lie partakers 
of its guilt. Let us refuse to be alluTcd by 
the glittering endowment of official stations, 
or enchanted with the robe of American citi- 
zenship. Hut let us choose, like true patriots, 
rather to be the victims of oppression than the 
administrators of injustice.'* 

It is our duty lo avoid giving offence to the 
laws, but our principles are loo republican in 
their nature to allow us to reverence the Con- 
stitution under which we live. Those that 
are deeply imbued with the 11 spirit of caste," 
and are opposed to all men enjoying equal 
rights and privileges, are alone capable of 
bestowingadmiration. upon it, and rendering it 
their homage. To us it is both monarchical 
and despotic. Monarchical, because it places 
the whole powers of the government, present 
and hereditary, in the hands of those of an 
opposite complexion. Despotic, because it 
robs us in the shape of taxes, after it lias de- 
nied us the rights and privileges of citizens 
under said government. And because it is an 
admitted principle in all republican govern- 
ments, 11 that all a man cams is his against 
the whole world, his government accepted;" 
and yet, in defiance of this principle, when 
we have virtually no government, we are 
called uyion to support the existing despotism 
that rules us. 



NEW ENGLAND NON-RESISTANCE 
SOCIETY. 

We publish in our columns to-day the 
declaration of sentiment and constitution of 
the New England Non-Resistance Society 
for the special benefit of our readers. It is a 
document of rare worth and infinite import- 
ance. It is written with ability and care, 
and combines great purity of motive with an 
exalted standard of Christian duty. The 
doctrines il maintains strike a blow against the 
foundation principles of all existing govern- 
ments; and if they, are maintained in the 



spirit they were adopted, ihey are calculated 
to produce the greatest revolution in the con- 
duct and character of men that the world ever 
witnessed* The moat of the arguments it 
maintains, appear lo Dfl to be irresistible. That 
part of them that relates to our moral and 
Christian duties with regard to civil govern- 
ment, wc frankly confess, we are not prepared 
to adopt. We want more light on this subject. 
The Liberator has always been precious in 
our sight, on account of its hold and manly 
advocacy of just principles ; but since il has 
opened its columns to the discussion of the 
peace question, it has been more valuable to 
us than ever. The course pursued by Mr. 
Garrison has ever been such as to put his 
enemies to flight, by practically living down 
the base and wicked calumnies of his enemies. 
If the colored population of this country were 
to follow his example, by joining the above- 
named society, every argument of the pro- 
slavery apologists about the " slaves cutting 
their masters' throats," would be dashed in 
pieces, and hurled to the four winds of heaven. 

Editor* 

DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS, 

JJdoptcd bji the Peace Convention, held in 
Boston,' September 18, 19, and 20, 1838. 

Assembled in Convention, from various 
sections of the American Union, for the pro- 
motion of peace on earth, and good will among 
men, we, the undersigned, regard it as due to 
ourselves, to the cause which we love, lo the 
country in which we live, and lo the world, 
lo publish a DECLARATION, expressive 
of the principles we cherish, the purposes we 
aim to accompl.sh, and the measures we shall 
adopt lo carry forward the work of peaceful, 
universal rcfocmation. 

We cannot acknowledge allegiance to any 
human government; neither can we oppose 
any euch government, by a resort to physical 
force. We recognise but one Kino and Law- 
giver, one Judge and Ruler of mankind. 
We are bound by the laws of a kingdom which 
is'not of this world ; the subjects of which 
are forbidden lo fight; in which Mercy and 
Truth are met together, and Rioiitkousnkss 
and Peace have kissed each other; which has 
no stale lines, no national partitions, no geo- 
graphical boundaries; in which there is no 
distinction of rank, or division ofeastej or in- 
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equality of sex; lUe officers of which are 
Peace, its exactors RichTEOGSNKAS, its walls 
Salvation, and its gales Praise; and which 
is destined to break in pieces and consume all 
other kingdoms. 

Our country is the world, our countrymen 
are all mankind. We love the land of our 
nativity, only as we love all other lands. The 
interests, rights, liberties of American citizens, 
are no more dear to us, than are ihosc of the 
whole human race. Hence* we can allow no 
appeal to patriotism, to revenge any national 
insult orinjury. The Prince of Peace, un- 
der whose stainless banner we rally, came not 
to destroy, but to save, even the worst of ene-" 
mies. He has left *s an example, that we 
should follow his steps. God commvndeth 
his love toward vs, in that while ice were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. 

We conceive, that if a nation lias no righl 
to defend itself against foreign enemies, or to 
punish iis- invaders, no individual possesses 
that right in his own case. The unit cannot 
be of greater importance than the aggregate. 
If one man may lake life, to obtain or defend 
his rights, the same license must necessarily 
be granted to communities, stales, and na- 
tions. If he may use a dagger or a pistol, /key 
may employ cannon, bomb-shells, land and 
naval forces. The means of self-preservation 
must be in proportion to the magnitude of in- 
terests at stake, and the number of lives ex- 
posed to destruction. But if a rapacious and 
blood-thirsty soldiery, thronging these shores 
from abroad, with intent to commit rapine and 
destroy life, may not be resisted by the peo- 
ple or magistracy, then ought no resistance to 
be offered to domestic troublers of the public 
peace, or of private security. No obligation 
cam rest upon Americans to regard foreigners 
as more sacred in their persons than them- 
selves, or to give them a monopoly of wrong- 
doing with impunity. 

The dogma, that all the governments of the 
world are approvingly ordained of God, and 
that the towers that HE in the United Stales, 
in Russia, in Turkey, are in accordance with 
His will, is not less absurd ftian impious. It 
makes the impartial Author of human freedom 
and equality, unequal and tyrannical- It can- 
not he affirmed, thai the powers that be, in 
any naiion, arc actuated by the spirit, or 
guided by the example of Christ, in the treat- 
ment of enemies thereof; they cannot be 
agreeable to the will of God : anil, therefore, 
their overthrow, by a spiritual regeneration of 
their subjects, is inevitable. 

We register our testimony , not only against 
all wars, whether oflHnrive or defensive, but 



to 

all preparations for war; against every ... 
ship, every arsenal, every fortification ; ■ : 
the militia system and a standing army; - : 
all military chieftains and soldiers; agaiuM ill 
monuments commemorative of victory OYfcl ft 
foreign foe, all trophies won in battle, a]] ee- 
lebralions in honor of military or navd £• 
ploils ; against all appropriations forth* r- 
fence of a nation by force and arms, or, . e 
part of any legislative body; against every 
edict of government, requiring of its subject* 
military service. Hence, we deem it unlaw- 
ful to bear arms, or to hold a military office. 

As every human government is upheld by 
physical strength, and its laws are enforced 
virtually at the point of the bayonet, we can- 
not hold any office which imposes upon ivs 
incumbent the obligation lo do right, on pain 
of imprisonment or death. We therefore vo- 
luntarily exclude ourselves from every legis- 
lative and judicial body, and repudiate 3II hu- 
man politics, worldly honors, and stations of 
authority. If wc cannot occupy a seat in the 
legislature, or on the bench, neither can we 
elect others to act as our substitutes in any 
such capacity. 

It follows, that we cannot sue any man at 
law, to compel him by force to restore any 
thing which he may have wrongfully taken 
from us or others ; but, if he has seiz.cd our 
coat, we shall surrender up our cloak, rather 
than subject him to punishment. 

We believe that the penal code of the old 
covenant, an eve for an kye, and a tooth 
for a tooth, has been abrogated by JESUS 
CHRIST; and that, under the new covenant, 
the forgiveness, instead of the punishment of 
enemies, has been enjoined upon all his disci- 
ples, in all cases whatsoever. To extorl mo- 
ney from enemies, or set them upon a pillory, 
or cast them into prison, or hang ihem upon 
a gallows, is obviously not to forgive, but to 
lake retribution. VekOEANCB is mine — I will 

REPAY, SA1T1I THE LORD. 

The history of mankind is crowded with 
evidences, proving that physical coercion is 
not adapted to moral regeneration ; that the 
sinful disposition of man can be subdued only - 
by love ; that evil can be exterminated from 
the earth only by goodness; thai it is not safe 
lo rely upon an arm of flesh, upon man whose 
breath is in his nostrils* to preserve us from 
harm; that there is great security in being 
gentle, harmless, long suffering, and abun- 
dant in mercy; that it is only the meek who 
shall inherit the earth; for the violent who re- 
sort to the sword, shall perish widi die sword. 
Hence, as a measure of sound policy, — of 
safety lo property, life, and liberty,— of pub- 
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lie- quietude, and private enjoy as well 

as on the ground of allegiance lo I11M. who 
js KHVG ok kisos, and fcntft of lords,— we 
cordially adopt the non-wwiatarice prfnoiple? 
being confident (bat it provides forall ppsej- 
hle consequences! will ensotiS ail things need- 
ful to us, is armed with omnipotent power, 



voluntary associations, enconrfegas us to com- 
bine our own means and efforts for the pro- 
motion of a still greater cause. Hence we 
shall employ lecturers, circulate tracts and 
publications, form societies, and petition out 
state and national govern ments in relation to. 
the subject of Umvkrsal Peace. It will be 



Si mS Slimalely triumph over every as- qur ItiSing objecVtd M £ • 

Wiling force. j. Effecting a "'heal c l.ange n 



We advocate no jncobinical doctrines. The 
spirit of jacobinism is the spirit of retaliation 1 ! 
violence and "murder. It neither fears God, 
nor regards man. H < would be fithffl with the 
spirit of CHRIST* If wc abide by our princi- 
ples, it is impossible for us to be disorderly, 
e r plot treason, or participate in any evil 
work:— we shall submit to every ordiyaoce 

of man, fou Tut Lord's sake; * ,l)L *>' "I l ? fl 
requirements of government, except such as 

we deem contrary to the commands of the 
gospel; and in no'case resist the operation ol 
law, except by meekly submitting to the pe- 
nalty of disobedience. 

Bat, while we shall adhere to the doctrine 
of non-resistance and passive submission to 
enemies, we purpose, in a moral and spiritual 
sense* to speak and act boldly in the cause of 
Cod; to assail iniquity in high places and in 
low places; to apply our principles to all ex- 
isting, civil, political, legal, and ecclesiastical 
institutions ; and to hasten the lime, when the 
kingdoms of this world will become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he 

shall reign for ever. 

Ji appears to us a self-evident truth, that, 
whatever the gospel is designed to destroy at 
any period of the world, being contrary to it, 
ought now lo be abandoned. If, tlicn, the 



feelings and practices of society, respecting 
the Btnfulness of war, and the treatment of 
enemies. 

In •entering -lipoii the great work before flr, 
we are not unmindful that, in its prosecution; 
wc may be called to teal our sincerity, even 
as in a fiery ordeal, l^nny subject us to in- 
sult, outrage, suffering yea, even death itself. 
Wc anticipate no small amount of misconcep- 
tion, misrepresentation, calumny. Tumult 
maV arise againts us. The ungodly mul_vio- 
lenU the proud anil pharisaical, the ambitious 
and tyrannical, principalities and powers, and 
spiritual wickedness in high places, may com- 
bine to crush us. So they treated the Mes- 
siah, wiiose example we are humbly striving 
to imitate. If we suffer with him, we know 
that we shall reign with him. We shall not 
be afraid -of their terror, neither be troubled. 
Our confidence is in the Lord Almighty, not 
in man. Having withdrawn Jrom human pro- 
tection, what can sustain us but that faith 
which overcomes the world? We shall not 
think it strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try US? as though some strange 
thing had happened unto us ; but rejoice, in- 
asmuch as we are partakers of Christ's suf- 
ferings. Wherefore, we commit the keeping 
of our souls lo God, in well-doing, as unto a 



oucht now to be anannoneu. n, mini, m .~ — — a- 

S£ is predicted, when ,««* .hall be beaten jUAft) Creator. For ever,, one ^of^U 
. , > /.,. hvrfhren. or ststcrs. or father, or 



into plough-shares, and spears into pruning- 
hookff, and men shall not learn the art of war 
any more, it follows that all who manufacture, 
sell, or wield those deadly weapons, do thus 
array themselves: against the peaceful domi- 
nion of ihe Son of God on earth. 

Having thus briefly, but frankly, stated our 



houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
Christ* s sake, shall receive <tn htfhd red fold, 
and shall inherit everlasting life. 

Firmlv, relying upon the certain and nn- 
Versal triumph of the sentiment? Contained in 
this DECI.AttA.TIONi however formidable 



P ri "ei| l"- 3 n«! pwpi* we proceed to .p* 

iti*.. 4 J .I- m adorn, n car- in kg rum testimony of our faith in their 



Cify the measures we propose to adopt, m car- 
rying our object into effect. 

We expect lo prevail through the foolish- 



in solemn testimony of our faith in their di- 
vine origin,— wc hereby affix our signatures 
to it ; commending it lo the reason and rnn- 



i throuen ic ooi-imi- , ,u • - — , . °, - • i « „ A 

Wr*tWi unto every fnart . eonteiene* .n ilie , W ■ m a|ld 



4)u\x\ of r,'on. From the press wc shall pro- 
muh'atc our sentiments as widely as pTaclica- 
We shall endeavor to "secure the co- 
operation ofall persons, of whatever name or 
Kftct The triutnpbant progress of the sanae 
of Tj MPKRAie< R snd of \uolition in norland, 
through the inflruinenlaliiy of benevolent and 1 science . 



in "ihe 8tren#h of the Loud Oo», calmly and 
meekly to abide the issue. 

Hoskstv.— Kveiy man is bound to be DUhonest 

mnn, bat all cannoi he grant njen!— ho that i« 
rrood is crnit. ami if die foolish rfleepi hioj not 
Jo, 1ft Iiim Maud tu the veullct v( Ilia own con- 
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For tlic Nation* I U< former. 

COHUBCTION OF CHILDREN. 

, _l/r. Editor,— you think well of 
these few lines, you will oblige, the writer by 
giving* to them a place in your valuable per 

nodical* 

It was my gooil fortune, a few evenings 
fince, lo attend ihe lecture, delivered by Mr. 
f >»On Corporeal Punishment of Chil- 
dren." 1 1 was both interesting and instruct- 
ing, and had a salutary effect* 1 have no doubt, 
upon all dial we're present. 1 have ever held 
the same opinion with the lei-mrer, on the 
subject of rearing- children, and have always 
believed that the vile practice of whipping 
was too frequently resorted to by parents. 
But lite object that has induced me to ask a 
place for these lines in the Reformer, is, to 
call the attention of those who may chance to 
see them, and were not present to hear the 
lecture, to two important points urged by the 
lecturer, which should receive the deep con- 
sideration of every parent. 

Tl^e first is, that parents ought to have a 
command over their own temper, and should 
never appear, when correcting a child, to be 
in anger, — at least so as to let the child per- 
ceive it. It is not unfrequenily the case, when 



deciding who is in the right; and therefore 
unable to know which they must obey. 

Finally, 1 would say to parents, that there 
is nothing whatsoever they should be more 
careful in, than the good bringing tip of their 
•children; give them a good education, and show 
them proper examples, and they will not, in 
the end, have to reproach themselves for the 
precepts that they have shown them. 

Let every parent learn this maxim, that 
no man ought to expect lo reap good wheat, 
if he hath not sown good seed; nor gather 
good fruit of his trees, if he had not care at 
the beginning" to dress them well, and to graft 
them with good scions afterwards." 

Amana. 

Philadelphia, Jan. 29, 1839. 



Flir the Xatioual Reformer. 

TO WISDOM'S INSTITUTE, AT TROY. 
EPISTLE H. , . 
Xfy Dear Sisters, — The topic discussed in 



m 



y first letter naturally produces this interro- 



gation 

o 



:k<Tge ? 



What is useful knou 

A very important one, indeed, which we shall 
make an effort to answer. It is not a simple, 
: fault has been committed, by a child, I but a compound thing, made up of different 
though ever so trifling, and the innocent child,; elements. And what are these? Are they 



unconscious of the impropriety of what it has 
done, for the parent to gel into a violent pas- 
sion; the voice is changed to an angry lone; 
the countenance becomes distorted with rage, 
and very often vilc.aud unbecoming language 
is used. Let anv one reflect on such con- 
duct in a parent, and they cannot but be con- 
vinced that has wrong. This most frequently 
has, instead of a good, an evil effect, — for 
children are 'more apt to imitate bad than good 
examples. That same rageful spirit and au- 
thoritative manner will be manifested by a 
child willi its loysT, and even towards its play- 
mates, when they do not exactly please, as it 
has learned from tlie manner and conduct of 
its parent towards itself. Such a disposition 
will grow with the growth of a child, unless 
counteracted by the right cultivation of the 



beautiful extracts of history, elegant scraps 
of poetry, and enchanting recolleclions of ro- 
mantic tales ? Ps'o, no. These may constitute 
some of the ornamental appendages of useful 
knowledge, but not the energetic, productive 
principle. What, then, is useful knowledge! 
It is that, which will qualify you to instruct 
the ignorant members of the community in 
which you live ; so as to make the in intelligent, 
virtuous, and respectable. Its constituent 
elements may or may not embrace every 
branch of science ; natural, physical, intel- 
lectual and moral. But do 1 mean by this 
definition to convey the idea, that you never 
will be in the possession of useful knowledge, - 
until you have attained unto every branch of 
science, embraced in these several departments 
of truth I .Nay, I do not mean to convey any 



mind. This then is a mailer that should be such idea. For you may acquire a large and 

well considered by parents. respectable amount of useful knowledge, with- 

The second point is, that* parents too frc- out knowing all to which I have alluded. Hut 

qUenlly disagree about the manner in which my object to giving such a general definition 

they should Correct their children, and each is lo raise an elevated standard, that your efforts 

pursues a contrary course. Reason ought lo may be in proportion to its height. For let it 

dictate to thetn, that this is wrong, and parti- be renumbered that if die standard unto which 

you would reach be high, your ell tuts will be 



eulaily wrong for their children to know ol 
sueli disagreement. It has an injurious effect 
upon children, because they are incapable of 



pxoporlioaably great, but if the standard be 
low your effort* will be comparatively small, 
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The tniih of ibis is exemplified in the daily 
'conduct of hundreds around voia ; many of 
whom desire no know lei* therefore .they 
make no efforts 10 acqtr ^ntfrnvledgc, and live 
ruore like brutes \' ^/vikt men, immortal 
men! F*»r these ore content u> sleep and' 
awake,*" lie down and lo rise up, to cat and 
drink. like brutes! The minds, the heaven- 
wrought deathless minds wilhin uhem, 3re lcfi ; 
to ignorance and concomitant vices, like a 
howling wilderness to every species of noxious ! 
reptiles. Others desire nothing but the cur- 
real fdoleriea which are published in the comic 
papers of the day, therefore they read no other | 
periodicals. And others desire no other kind 
of knowledge than the general news, there- 
fore they read nothing hut newspapers. But 
those who desire to, and will be a blessing to 
the world and an honor to the God who made 
them, labor to attain umo_great things, there- 
fore they lay hold of sciences and study ihem 
diligently, "rigidly, unceasingly, until their 
minds aie as rich with useful knowledge as 
are the mines of Peru with gold, or those of 
Guinea with diamouds. And thtas if it were 
in my power 1 would have yours, nor yours 
alone', hut also the minds of all ruy kinswomen 
according to the flesh. And as die magnani- 
mous Moses once said, he wished that all the 
Lord's people w ere prophets, so do I earnestly 
desire that all my brethren were scholars. But 
to return to the point under consideration, A 
combination of adverse circumstances will 
ever render it impossible for all of you to ac- 
quire all of the sciences alluded to; but there 
are many of them which you may and ought 
to acquire. And lo these 1 desire to call your 
immediate attention, because they are the most 
common and in your peculiar circumstance 
the most necessary. 

The first then, are Grammar, Composition, 
Geotfinphy, Geology and Arithmetic. After 
these have been acquired, you OSgfal to add 
Astronomy, Natural Philosophy, Chemistry, 
Logic, History, Sacred, Profane, and Natural 
I-OgiC, Intellectual Philosophy, Moral Philo- 
sophy, Natural and Revealed Theology. Now 
don't be startled at this array of sciences, and 
de< lare before hand that they are too difficult 
and. numerous to be learned ; for ihcy are all 
wilhin vour reach; you can learn them if you 
will. Only let your mono be: Whatever 
ur*n Las done, map can do." And do not 
believe those who tell you that you cannot 
learn these branches of useful knowledge, 
without spending )' t;irs '» ^ fg - Milliard's Se- 
minary or some other of equal note. 

It i* the h* lof of a sentiment like this, which 
lift paralyzed iheeflbrifl and thinned the minds 



of thousands of colored persons in this country. 
1 assure you if every colored man and woman 
waits until they can enter some College or 
Seminary before they will strive to acquire a 
knowledge of the above mentioned sciences, 
they will live and die ignorant of them. You 
know that the Seminary in your city is closed 
against you, and that your circumstances will 
not permit you to go lo (Minion or Oberlin, 
and you are also convinced by my first letter 
thai you ought to know the things mentioned 
in litis. What then is to be done? 

Will you do as thousands of our people 
have done and are still doing in every section 
of our country, fcfld* up your hands and sit 
down in ignorance, because you cannot get 
into a Seminary or a College ! O dash such 
an idea to the four winds of heaven ! Let the 
very thought perish even before it is born. 
Such an idea, such a thought, is loo mean for 
the bosom of a slave ! 

What, has the cruel, wicked, hellish pre- 
judice against you, destroyed the heaven- 
constrncted intellects of your minds ? Have 
the minds which were fashioned by the fingers 
of Jehovah, been paralyzed by the Spirit of 
Oppression ? 

No, no! you reply. Then awake their 
energies and set to work. Purchase the ne- 
cessary books ; and as Solomon did, do you ; 
pray to the God of Wisdom for the full 
developement of your mental powers ; mean- 
while seek all the aid you can. If you can 
find one generous,.educated spirit in your city, 
though it be the spirit of a child, seek its aid ; 
hut if not, don't despair. But study ihi ni 
yourselves diligently, rigidly, unceasingly, ai i 
your efforts will not he in vain. 

l ours, affectionately, Origkn. 
Carlisle, [fa.,) Jan. 23,1839. 

" ONWARD, RIGHT ONWARD." 
We are pleased to insert the Constitution 
of the Philadelphia Moral Reform Society. 
The principles it sets forth are invulnerable, 
and -ought to claim the admiration of every 
friend of republican equality. Let us labor to 
extinguish the spirit of caate that exists among 
us, and we shall soon be united and happy* 
We- also insert with pleasure the Constitution 
of the Cranberry Moral Reform Society. We 
regard ii not less pure in its object, even 
though it be more specific in its character. 
We copy it from the u Colored American, . 
the editors of which introduce it with a 
favorable comment, from which we extract 
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(he following, as il appears particularly design- 
fed for our notice. "Wc arc happy to find 
that our Cranberry brethren arc not afraid 
of being definite in the object of their associa- 
tion, (Article 2.) though they are auxiliary to 
the American Moral Reform Society. Wc 
go unhesitatingly with Augustine — 41 moral 
work for colored pen-" 

Wc are happy to inform you, gentlemen, 
that wc arc not afraid of being either definite 
in our ohject y or our action. What wc most 
fear is that we may violate moral principle by 
using language that will convey invidious and 
selfish distinctions ; and thus place ourselves 
on the side of the advorates of i4 caste." If 
you go xtnhrsilatingly with Augusiine — 
"moral works for colored men"— we go much 
farther; we go for 41 moral works for all men." 
And we as unhesitatingly tell you, that 
neither the doctrines of Augustine, nor those 
of any other man or body of men whose ob- 
ject is to bring the standard of " human 
responsibility" below the divine command, 
44 love your neighbour as yourself," can move 
us from our position. "Moral works for 
colored men" has already been the basis of 
limited private correspondence between* us 
and Augustine. Although it W3S conducted 
on our pari without the remotest intention of 
publication, wc are perfect willing for Augus- 
tine to lay the same before ihe readers of the 
41 Colored American." We have no disposi- 
tion to conceal our views from the public 
mind. We do not dread their scrutiny, and 
therefore we are 44 not afraid of being definite 
in the object" of our society. Nay, we Will 
"go still further ; standing on the firm grounds 
of moral principle, wc are opposed to the 
principle on which every existing institution 
is based, whether for the promotion religion, 
morality, or civil government, that makc9 
complexion a qualification of membership. No 
matter whether they have been formed by 
white or colored men, we assert that they are 
anli-chribtian, anti-moral, and anti-republican 
in their organization. And we call on our 
brethren throughout the country, if they desire 
to make a successful appeal for the abolition 
of complexional distinctions, to first throw up 



icir African Charters. Tear clown your 



complexional barrir-rs, and cast them from 
you, for thny are wicked and henious. Open 
your churches and schools to all that bring 
forth the requisite qualification**, and you will 
make an important step that Will place you 
far in the advance of your persecutors* For 
our own part we do not now belong to a 
single institution that is based on the pro- 
scriptivc title, and wc never intend to he con- 
nected with such an one. If we were, it should 
be our pride to be foremost in petitioning the 
legislature for an alteration of its Charter. 
We have now, in publishing five numbers of 
our periodical, set forth our principles. It was 
asserted in the beginning thai one of our ob 
jects was to oppose the interest of the **Color- 
ed American;" another to spend our efforts 
in promoting the interests of white men, and 
neglect those of our own complexion. How 
far these predictions have been fulfilled, we 
leave our readers 3nd friend Cornish to be 
the judges. Wc admit that our principles 
cover an infinity of space, but that proves no 
detriment to their local application. Il im- 
presses us the more strongly with the duty of 
first applying those principles, (among those 
with whom we are identified by complexion, 
by suffering and by wrong,) by which we hope 
to operate on the minds of those that oppress 
us. While in the exercise of our duty wo 
often expect to bring down the maledictions 
of our brethren upon us ; but that will not 
deter us from our purpose. If offences ariyc, 
they shall flow from the rnaintai nance of the 
principles we support. As we have no per- 
sonal ambition to gratify, we shall strike no 
personal blows ; nor reply to personal al- 
lusions. Our course shall be right onward, 
Wc repeal, let the following questions he tl is* 
cussed in every lyceum, debating society, 
social circle, family and fireside. Frrsl, 44 Is 
it morally right for either white or colored 
men to organize institutions for the promotion 
of religion, morality, or civil government, 
founded on complexional distinction ? Se- 
cond, Ought those in existence to be main- 
tained in their* present form, or altered." On 
the decision of these questions hang the future 
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berehip, and slinll be disposed ttf ftccdnling to 
Ihc derision of a majority qf the OMfflb^l pre- 
Renft at ita quarterly nieetingi ybion enaU i>c 
held on lite second Tuesday of March, June, 
September, ami December. • . 

Art. 7. The for thoiucpfthiB Socmly 
r nlifl.ll bektirt with it* ntenitarv; ami the Oonf 
This Sflciflly WM funnel for Oil purpose of JJJ" .™ J I bfl allcrcd Uy a volc f a ma j rity 

in the aftCOmphsJiment of a moral re mcin ,; rrs prcwnl. at he annual mestiltgr 

form of the colored people of thifl neighbor- ( J ™ » F wiUl the great object of 

001 |. II iacludce all <„,r,nost respectable , - - * J 



operations of oui people. Will die editors of 
the •« Colored American" copy this article? 

From ihc Colore*! AmorU-iin. 

CUANnKWilY MoUAh REFORM SO- 
CIKTY. 



aiding 



and intelligent citizens ; and it is hoped, with 
tho blessing of Divine .Providence, it will 
prove a powerful auxiliary to the moral eleva- 
tion of our race, lis first annual meeting was 
held in the village of Cranberry, on the second 
Tuesday in March. 1837; al which lime the 
following Board of Officers were elected for 

the ensuing year: , 

Francis StrVKER, President. 

Edward Ditmus, £ Vicc p res idcnls. 

R IC iiAnp Valentine, Cor. Secretary. 
Lewis F. Ditmus, Uec. Secretary 
George Tindfx, Treasurer. 



For tli« 2*»ii©n«! Ktformcr, 
PHILADELPHIA CITY MORAL REFORM 
SOGIKTY. 
At a special meeting of the Philadelphia 
City Moral Inform Society, held ftt 4 *Saliera 
Rooms," Fob, 12th, 183D,— Thomas Butler, 
Vice President, in the chair— it was, on mo- 

°Xt8Qtv$d t That i he report of ihe^ComniitlcG - 
noon the (Constitution he adopted. 

And it was also voted, That committees ol 
three persons he appointed, conformable to 



George Tindel, Treasurer. , ;} of { \ xc Constitution, to carry out the 
Committee.— Joseph Hawkins, John Hong- , prinr j p t C 3 f irie Society; whereupon 
ass. Aaron B. Beard, Peter Mer nl I, J?™**" ! M ^ rs . ]{ cv . Chas. Gardiner, Thps, Butler, 
'us, Joseph Ilandley, Uezekiah Lloyd, Kicli. { K 0UPr t Purvis, were appointed on Tcm- 
rv ■ w «»u. \>. .,...;«. nalnh Smith. 



las? 

jfus 

Ohquee^ 

CONS riTUTIOX. 

Article 1. This Society shall be styled ihc 
" Moral Reform Society of Cranberry, and 
shall be auxiliary to the American Moral lie- 
form Sociciy. ".-•«. l ii i 

Art. 2. The object of tins Society shall he, 

the moral reformation of the people of color 
of Cranberry ; first, by giving, so far os lies 
in our power, the rising generation a good 
education, and instructing them in some use- 
ful occupation ; second, by the general UlHui 
sion of useful knowledge among all classes ol 
adult persons ; third, by promoting among us 
the moral virtues of the Christian graces, and 
the refinements of civilized life. 

Art. 3. All persons who will pledge them- 
selves to practice and sustain the general prin- 
ciples of moral reform, as contained in this 
-Constitution, and advocated in our country, 
.may become members of this. Society. 

Art. 4. The Officora of this Sociciy shall 
*bc, a President, two Vicc Presidents, Corres- 
ponding Secretary, Treasurer, and seven ma- 
nagers. , . . . _ . 

An. 5. Tho annual meeting of this Society 
shall be held on the second Tuesday in March, 
when the Annual Report shall be made, and 
Officer* elected, and there shall be elected, 
also, a standing committee of twelve females. 



pcrancc ; Messrs. Robt. Purvis, Ralph Smith, v 
and Jas. M. While, on Economy ; Messrs. 
LftQfin ML Peck, E. II- Coales. and Daniel 
Colley, on Education; and Messrs. J. tj. 
White, J. P. Burr, and N. B. Depee.on yn> 

verbal Liberty. ' f . 

Resolved, That the proffered pcrweea or 

Mr. L. M. Peck, to deliver an address nt IM 
coming anuiveraary of the Sociciy, be, ac- 

^jlsolvcd, That ihc proceedings of this 
meeting be published in the National Ke- 

former. 
Adjourned. 

• . N. 13. DbfSBi Secretary. 



I'm- Otc National Hrfeirmcr. 

THE PHILADELPHIA CITY MORAL RE- 
FORM SOCIETY,, 

l'RKAMBl-E. 

Whereas God " haih made of one blood rH 
nations of men, for to dwell on all the fapft.of 
the earth," and haih commanded them w live 
together in Hie " spirit of unity/' and a com- 
mon brotherhood— and whereas the present 
constituted stale of sociciy exhibits a falal de- 
parture from first principles, a degeneracy ol 
morals, "and a disregard of ihc principles ol 
right and, justice, im^^SS 



;o, a standing committee of twelve i_e.ma.es. n«» j«= ^. ^ 
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pliia, deeply lamenting iho 
which we are subjected to, as an Integral por- 
tion of the community; ant! being desirous to 
•aid in promoting both public and private vir- 
tue, the cause of sound morals. And healthful 
public sentiment, for the promotion Of our ge- 
neral welfare, do agree lo form ourselves into 
a Society, to be governed by the declaration 
of sentiment of the American Moral Reform 
Society, and the following 

I i * CONSTITUTION". 

ARTICLE U 

This Society shall be called the Philadcl- 
| pbia Moral Reform Society. 
I Sec/ion I. This Society shall be auxiliary 
i to the American Moral Reform Society, 

ARTICLE II. - 

Any person, male or female, may become a 
I member of this Society, who shall pledge 
j themselves to practice and sustain the general 
} principles or moral reform* especially those of 
i education, temperance* economy, and univer- 

I sal liberty, by contributing lo its objects. 
-Section 1- This Society is based on the 
principles of republican equality, and will no- 
I v6r countenance the 41 spirit of caste," by the 
I preferment of honors on accounLof complex- 
I ional variations. 

ARTICLE III. 

The officers of this Society shall consist of 
] one president, three vice-presidents, a eorres- 
I ponding and recording secretary, a treasurer, 
j and a board of managers, consisting of seven 
I persons. 

Section L A committee, consisting of three 
[ persons, may be appointed whenever the So- 
I ciety may deem proper, lo carry out each of 
I the cardinal principles of this Socieu*. 

ARTICLE IV. 

; This Society shall hold its annual meeting 
on the first Monday in April. 

Section 1. This Society shall hold quarler- 
|-ly meetings on the first. Monday of February, 
I May, August, and November. 

article v. . 
The Treasurer shall, for the faithful per- 
formance of the trust reposed in him, give a 
bond with sureties to the board of managers, 
in the name of the Society, in such a sum as 
they shall from lime to time require; he shall 
pay all orders of the Society, and of the board 
of managers, when signed by the president of 
j the Society, and chairr*- in of the board of ma- 
| nagers ; and annually, or ofiener if required, 
lay before the board 'of managers a true state- 
ment of the funds, which, after being examin- 
ed by them, shall "be produced to the Society, 
| at their stated meeting. 

10 



ARTICLE VI. 

The prertident shall call a Special meeting 
of the Society, when five members concur ia 
requesting it. 

ARTICLE VII. 

No alteration or amendment shall be made 
to ibis Constitution, unless the same he pro- 
posed at a previous meeting, and be adopter! 
by a coned rrence of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present. 

CAUTION. 
We entreat our brethren throughout the 
country not to rejoice over the seeming seve- 
rity that we have treated our city friends in 
the present number. Let us rather lament 
that there was a necessity for such a theme. 
Our opponents have charged us with being 
destitute of die 41 organ of locality," because 
we were not more definite in our limits. We 
hope they will now withdraw their accusa- 
tion. If the cords of friendship and social 
intercourse will not deter us from expressing 
our disapprobation of measures, thai are dia- 
metrical ly opposed to the principle* of right 
and justice, surely our more distant friends 
have a just right to expect that, in the dis- 
charge of ouc duties, we shall be impartial. 

We assert it as our belief, that the course 
pursued by the vestry of *'St. Thomas's 
Church, " would be practised by one-half the 
Colored Churches throughout the free States, 
if an anti-slavery lecturer was to apply for the 
use of them, lo plead the cause of the slave. 
Nor is it because they * r hate slavery the 
less," but because they are more imbued with 
a spirit of selfishness, " that they love them- 
selves the more/* They do not look upon 
their 1 ' brethren in bonds, as being bound with 
them." The fear of mobs is their fatal ex- 
cuse, u e. their governing principle. It has 
dethroned iheir reason, and palsied their 
energy in promoting righteousness and jus- 
tice. Il has added to their " bodily coeds," 
mental enslavement. Their fear of God has 
yielded lo the will of man, yea, even to the 
worst dictates of a perverse public sentiment. 
The spirit of monocracy has accomplished iu 
purpose, when it has hushed the voice of the 
friends of freedom into silence. Show us the 
man that is afraid to publicly assert his senti- 
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r ^ I ^o7ihr^>Tect"oniumau freedom, arid I "PHILADELPHIA LIBRARY. COMPANY OP 
we will point you to a efeue We ought to COLOKUD PERSONS." 



rejoice to have the privilege of opening our 
houses of public worship far the advocates of 
freedom to detail the wrongs and sufferings of 
ihe slave. Their eloquent pleadings cannot 
contaminate those "sacred walls." Butsays 
one, those 41 demons incarnate " that stand 
without, will break the windows, and proba- 
bly ilemolish^thc building. Grant it, and what 
then ? Is it not far better that a few bricks 
and mortar shall be displaced, than that Chris- 
tians should desert the cause of the slave? 
Suppose the " rnoboc^ats ,, were to raze our 



This institution 1ms been established for 
several years, and is generally known by 
strangers that visit our city. Tlie library con- 
tains several hand reds of books, many of 
which are of rare and valuable worth. There 
is a debating society in connexion with it, 
where in the fall and winter season of the 
year the members assemble once a week for 
public discussion. The debates have general- 
ly been interesting, the audience large and 
intelligent. The debates have been conducted 
with order and decorum. Wc have often been 



churches and public buildings to the ground, delighted with the talent displayed on those 
they will then have accomplished but little in occasions— the historical research, the wit, 



comparison to their awing us into silence. Let 
us, if we have the means, erect other? on their 
ruins, not less worthy of the object for which 
they were destroyed. If we are unable to 
do this, we still have a remedy, " the same in 
all limes, anil all ages." We can all appeal 
to one common Father, the righteous Judge of 
all the earth, and beseech Him to check the 
onward progress of the wicked, and give us 
an abiding faith, willing hands, and clean 
hearts, wherever we may erect living temples 
that cannot bo invaded by mobs, stunned by 
persecution or overthrown by the storms of 
time, but stand forth as monuments unawed 
by the "wreck of matter and the crush of 
worlds." We assert that those churches that 
are shut from the pleadings and sympathies 
of ihe slave, are unworthy the patronage of 
the Christian public, and are alike unfit, as 
earthly tenements, to have the gospel of £ftm 
proclaimed therein, who declared he was "no 
respecter of persons." If we desire to be a 
free people, we must have free churches. 
Spiritual enslavement is the highest summit of 
human despotism. We are aware, that many 
of our friends may regret that we feel it to be 
our duty lo attack the popular prejudices of 
the community, anil assert that our paper 
cannot survive the storm that may direct its 
force against us. Our reply is lhat if the 
National JRefortncT cannot live in the affec- 
tions of freemen, it shall not expire in the 
folds of slavery. 



eloquence and polemic tact of the disputants. 
The company was incorporated about two 
years since. On the first inst. they held their 
fifth anniversary in the second African Pres- 
byterian church in St. Mary street. The 
annual address was delivered by a member of 
the society, iwo extracts from which we in- 
sert in the present number. VJTe were anxious 
to publish it entire but we could not obtain 
the author's consent The company have 
passed a resolution to publish it. We have 
perused its pages with delight. It is thorough 
on the subject of moral reform, truly eloquent 
and high toned throughout. The author strikes 
a deadly blow against - colonization, slavery 
and sectarianism. If the nation's voice could 
be once brought lo re-echo the sentiments of 
the author, colonization and slavery could not 
survive a single hour. If there be those that 
feel that he has dealt too severely with the 
Episcopal church, let the following explana- 
tion suffice. 

The " Company 41 on all former occasions 
have obtained *»S.L Thomas Episcopal church 1 * 
for the delivery of theirSmuiversary address, 
and in pursuance of their former custom the 
committee of arrangements applied to the 
vestry of said church for the use of the 'house 
on the present occasion, and received the 
following answer. We copy the resolution 
verbatim* " At a meeting of St. Thomas 
church vestry, held on Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
1833, on motion, it was resolved: That the 
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church be granted to the "Library Company 
on January 1st, 1830, to deliver their annual 
address, provided the speaker docs not involve 



while the latter would have been rendered a 
voluntary slave, " filled only for the galling 
yoke." That the reader may correctly undcr- 



and farther, that the granting of the church is 
obtained by the rector.' 

Such.gentle reader, is the true history of this 
dictatorial assault on the freedom of speech by 
the "vestry of Si. Thomas' African church." 
Ponder -over it. If your indignation has been 
aroused at the conduct of ifie "northern slave, 
\therlon," in Congress, open your bowels of 



the question of Molitioa nr Col onizal ion— how far the speaker was prepared to 

yield lo the despotic commands of the vestry, 
we ask you lo carefully peruse the eloquent 
extracts we have published from his address. 
The " Company M was obliged to seek else- 
where for the liberty they were denied in St. 
Thomas' church. And the speaker was per- 
fectly correct in directing the attention of the 
audience to the new difficulties they had to 
encounter. We owe it to the pubblie to slate, 
that the minority of the 11 vestry " that oppos- 
ed the resolution, and the majority of the con- 
gregation, unequivocally condemn the pro- 
ceedings of the vestry, and that active measures 
will be used at the n&xt election for " vestry- 
men" to supplant them with men that will not 
"basely bow the knee to either the spirit of 
slavery or colonization." In making these 
remarks we have been governed by no ilL 
will. We believe them all to be our personal 
friends, whom we have long acted with in 
public affairs. We feel as much attached lo 
you now though residing at a distance of 
eighty-two miles, as when we resided among* 
you. Neither time nor distance has erased a 
single bright spot from our memory. We 
know our interests lo be inseparable. In tins 
last fatal public act we charge you with having 
violated the principles of your former faith 
and practice, and struck a serious blow against 
the cause we all profess to love and admire. 
We do not question your right to deny the use 
of the church when you see proper, but we 
solemnly protest against your inserting the 
conditions you have specified in the resolution. 
Its tendency is to crush the freedom of speech 
on two subjects the most deeply connected 
with our welfare ; while its spirit ejects forth 
an effluvia that smells from the stench of des- 
potism. If we have done you injustice, (which 
tleaven forbid,) our columns are open for your 
defence. 

"One of the greatest foes to liberty and 
the rights of man in this country, is that spi- 
rit engendered by the influence of those abom. 
inable principles, which the American Colonic 
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compassion for thai deluded victim ofavarice 
and slaveholding cupidity ; and extend your 
condemnation to the act of the more guilty 
vzslrij. The former only threw the manile of 
protection over the institution ofslavery, while 
ihelailerspreads its panoply overboilr* slavery 
and colonization" The former is, by con- 
stitutional rights and citizenship, one of the 
lords of the soil, and by principle and com- 
plexions! affinity in league with the " robbers 
of God's poor," while the latter are,iu the sight 
of colonizationists, a guilty excrescence, a 
" perfect nuisance," unfit to possess an abid- 
ing place in this land, and are by oppression, 
complexion, and degradation, identified with 
the tattered and downtrodden slave. The 
object of the former, while acting under a con- 
stitution that tolerated slavery, was lo keep 
the discussion of the " delicate quesllou" out 
of the Halls of Congress, while the latter, pro- 
fessing to abhor both slavery and colonization, 
and for the most purl claiming to be actuated 
by the principles of right and justice, as 
11 written by the finger of God on the hearts 
of all men," decide that neither colonization 
or slavery shall be incidentally, discussed in 
St. Thomas' church. We are glad lo a stale 
that the deci&ion of the " vestry " forms no 
part of the Eclesiaslical proceeding of the 
church. But we shall not fail to state, that we 
have been informed, that church members in 
good standing both sanctioned and vindicated 
the adoption of said resolution. Such is the 
predicatnentin which the "Library Company" 
■ and the speaker were placed by the resolution 
of the vesiry. To have acceded to their pro- 



posal, would have degraded them as freemen, 1 zation Society has adopted ; and by its unpriu^ 
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cipleJ hirelings unceasingly pro legated ill nil 
its varied and hellish adaptations to Northerni 
Southern, Eastern and Western morbidity 



in the lull dignity and RUilwreof a man, prove 
their intellectual ™d moral ciiualily with the 
proudest of our oppressors ; hut so long as 



S , 8 am! gluttony. It is the Spirit Kii direful influence b permitted to overawe 
Of ue^deep and Lilly hate towards mir- and crush the spirit of our people-nay to 
Sllei as well as loom less favored brethren entrench himself in the very^ullars of Olir 
in the South ; and never may we expect to ob- churches and lis" hit portentous g«SpAtPon 
tain and enjoy thai full freedom and equality her portals just so lon| .^W^^ 
of rights, so long as there remains a hope in grope m dajkncasr, rJegradat»on and ru n , and, 
tfieheaf ofdespoiismihul we will, either by oh! Ik™, shall it thna for ever be! SI 
san.'timonious bribes or by threats or violent we in tin, age of light tamely subnut and 
expulMon, consent to seir-expairiaiion ; or so bow our nodes in slavish snpphancy I BDlfH 
Was we evidence in the smallest degree, of 1917, we invoke thy presence amo:-g these 

1 thy degenerate sons. Methmks that thai man 
who now sleeps among the rllusirdus dead, 
were he again permitted to visit till* world — 
that man "whose nervous pen placed in the 
niche *>f immortality those noble, soul-inspir- 
ing sentiments, in the declaration of thai ever 
memorable and eventful period, he would, in 
the indignant emotions of his heart, denounce 
in thunder tones the monster, as being the 
'child of Heir— the very fountain head of 



either individually or collectively,, by vestry 
enactments or otherwise, a iae;m, Wincing, 
cowardly fear of discussing the principles of 
that institution,' and setting our seal of remon- 
strance and reprehension on its unhallowed 
and nefarious designs; or so Ion-; as we betray 
a disposition 

« To fly from those i'.ls we liave 
To those we know not of,* 

whether it be to the Haytian, Canadian or 



ina( lan orj ( - — a m iWle\vand curse to the land — 

Liberian colonies. It is true, ,n lhc destruction of immortal mind, 

the latter place, never was unanimity more I 



complete, or hate more holy % than ours in pro- 
claiming our sentiments against it, yet there 
are those who look with a favorable eye 



deathless soul, human bones and blood. Me- 
thinks f too, with the finger of contempt he 
wbald point to those recreant spirits who have 



are those who k>pK witli a !<Tfind out the' bowed the knee at the altar oi~our common 
towards Canada, an some few to find ou am , w|lh ficrce ^prehension and 

extent or ardor of the.r ' amor pulrm, ha e enen , ^ 



tried it for a season on the shores of Haytian 
despotism. These longings, experiments, 
Ac, whether they please or disappoint, be- 
tray at least an unfixedncss and ineonsjancy 
on our part, and lend very much to keep up 
the idea in the brain of colonization men, that 
some plan might yet be devised, in which our 
whole people would nnite, ami ihe 'Heaven- 
born scheme* of banishment and slavery-per- 
petuating will be effected. But to return.— 
Colonization, in the obstacles it presents for 
the spreading of free principles, is evident as 
-beTng one of the most inveterate opponents to 
liberty. 4 Conceived in sin and brought forth 
in wickedness/ his slavery crest shines re- 
splendent in the regions of chains and prcju- 



scorching rebuke, (which, falling like hot h-ad 
upon their guiliy consciences,) \vou!d make 
them hide in shame and confusion their dimin- 
ished heads. 

"Lastly. That darkness which obscures 
the sun of science and strews the path of lit- 
erature among us with stumbling blocks, is 
occasioned by that more powerful than all 
other influences upon the destinies oT man in 
a civilized country. It is the mighty influ- 
ence of the church, which when properly and 
appropriately directed tends to establish every 
thing favorahle to the principles find lawful 
vindication of the rights of man. But unlur- 
tunatt'ly the mantle of the church is thrown 
over the corruptions and guilt of this nation, 

a* ' " L t_ _ _ • i 1 ** • m t . i I . < . ■ . ■ iiiil 



<*n »-m enl in l ie re" m is oi ci a > auu on iu- - ■ -- _ * -y w . . 

SBr^sfiS Se foulest whelp Of Sib/ ^ring i u her bosom t he.n.mo f cas e and 
. t! . - e^,u reconciling slavcholdms and Christianity as 
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dwells on his lips to trumpet forth, and cause 
the vials of mobocralio wrath to be poured on 
the heads of those whose 

_ *'Hue tnakca a brrjtlicr hate 
A brother mortal hcrCy' 

or on that fearless hand of patriot;; and lovers 
of liberty who jointly ami undauntedly advo- 
cate our rinhls. When that mousicr shall 
have Keen covered in the shades of oblivion, 
and none so poor as to do him reverence, 
then may the oppressed American, standing 



reconciling- slaveholding and Christianity as 
being consistent with the letter and spirit of 
the Gospel. 'Sabbath breaking, intemperance, 
licentiousness and other abominations, find 
their successive order in pulpit eloquence; 
but human slavery, prince of them all, is in- 
terdicted to clerical touch.' Synods and pres- 
byteries, conferences and conven lions, are all 
concerned in this matter — all have their 

1 Wolves in fituthiiigjp of the l*mV 

Awl oh tlicbloOil W wiuK, wl.'ult tl»«?y 
UiJ Mil, grew feU" 



TUB NATIONAL RHFUlOIKn- 



77 



•< Uut I believe that in lite Episcopal chur«h 
(here is more pride, prejudice and hatred 
towards the confessedly expressed, than (fan 
be found among any oilier denomination ol 
professing Chriatiaaa in ihiecouiiiry ; tlic rea- 
son may be found in their untlw proportion 
or ministerial robbers of -Sod's poor 5 »• *> 
slaveholders. It id lime we should throw oil 
the intolerance of clergy domination—- respect- 
ing man but for his virtues, and notfotili? 
rohes he wears— not for the » pomp and cir- 
cumstance" of ecclesiastical dignity. And 
while we hold no allegiance to men or things 
in contravention lo ilie spirit of liberty or 
genius of republicanism— while we admit ol 
no divisibility of the human family, bat be- 
lieving all men to be of one common parent- 
age, we shall never cease to raise our voice 
in remonstrance against any invasion of those 
sacred rights, inherent in our nature and ce- 
lestial in their origin. What! shall we hesi- 
tate or pause when liberty is struck down in 
our very temples? No! never. fc Oar doubts 
are traitors, and make us lose the ^ good we 
oft might win, by fearing to attempt.' 
- "In conclusion, gentlemen, I ihank you 
for your attention. Circumstances recently 
transpired impressed upon my mind the be- 
lief that the address which 1 have made would 
not be unacceptable, connected as it is 
with the well being of our society. To-mor- 
row, jtagtaw and restrictions may be imposed 
upon us°atSandiford Hall, (such is the dan- 
ger of bad precedents,.) and we be deprived ol 
those blessed advantages which never lail to 
accrue from mind coming in contact with 
mind. If we would irradiate the road to 1 sci- 
ence, the torch of liberty must burn brightly. 
If we would improve our intellectual condi- 
tion, the mind must be free and untrammelled. 
Despair, ■ black as the pall of death 1 seems 
resting over our destiny, but • hope springs 
eternal in the human mind, 1 and 1 trust that 
our'sun (by the recent outrage of our lights) 
is only obscured for a season, to burst forth 
in more luminous and glorious effulgence, — 
Tyrants m?y enslave the body, and lesser ones 
'dressed in a little brief authority,' by their 
petty enactments 4 play such fantastic tricks 
before high Heaven as to make angels weep.^ 
butthey cannot fetter the soulor mind ol man. 



By request we publish the following ad- 
dress—it appeared some time ago in the 
National Enquirer. . 
MelrcsH to the Colored Churches in the free 
* states. 
Fathers, "Bretu REN and Friends.— In 
pursuance of the duly imposed on us by the 



following resolution, adopted at a special meet- 
ing of the American Moral Reform Society, 
held in the city of Philadelphia, in June last, 
we proceed to address you." t 

" Jtetotral, Thai there be a committee or 
three appointed to draft an Address to the 
Colored Churches, requesting them lo lake 
measures *> admonish their members against 
aiding the system of American slavery, by 
usin" the products of slave labor." 

The substance on which said resolution is 
based, may be found in the pledge we have 
already Mffefl, in our address lo the American 
people »* that we shall persuade our brethren 
airainst u?ing the products of slave labor, both 
as a moral and Christian duty, and as a means 
by which the slave system may be success- 
fully abrogated; and ihat we will appeal to 
die colored churches, lo take decisive mea- 
sures to rid themselves of the sin of slavery 
and immorality." The predication on which 
this dutv is founded is, that domestic slavery, 
as il exi'sts in our country, is opposed to both 
moral and Christian duty— the well being of 
man— the moral attributes of Jehovah, and 
consequently obstructs the progress of the 
Redeemers ' kingdom throughout the universe. 
And we do aver, that the criminality attend- 
ant on the existence of American slavery is 
national— and that all who aid or abel this 
«i accursed traffic" in the bodies and souh ol 
men, OV purchase, sale, or barter, in either 
their p'ersons, or the products thereof— are 
guilty of producing all ihenpme, blood, mur- 
der and cruelties, in which the system itselt 
so much abounds. Therefore, it is boih a 
moral and Christian duty lo aid in its over- 
throw. 1 r 

We are certainly not inuiiTerenl to the lact, 
dial in the present organization of society, the 
colored people, in the free slates, are deeply 
engaged In supporting litis unrighteous corn- 
Qterce against the rights and liberties of their 
! brethren^ the Soullu — a commerce that shuts 
[out the Ughl of the gospel, and brulaliscs^ 
I their fellow beings — a commerce freighted 
with such inhumanity, ought not to receive 
I the natrOOSSge of the Christian UtOftd. 

We are ftfcd well aware, that the colored 
churches are common participants in die 
crime, and that their ministers 1 , deacons', and 
elders* voices are bound in deathly silence on 
a subject, Ihat aims not only at the subjuga- 
tion of millions of 11 immortal touts," but at 
the overthrow of the Christian- church. 

How lOflgi we ask you as Christians, will 
you remain silent and inactive, when the 
voice of Europe, and thousands of Christians 
ill America) are crying, onward! Is it a mat- 
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irr of BO scrums consideration to you, as indi- 
viduals, anil as members of ihc Christian 
church, that you arc supporting, day by day, 
in your daily repast, a system of piracy and 
loul-rrturder, which Jehovah abhors, and over 
which "humanity weeps?" Can you lay 
your bands on your hearts, ami appeal to the 
Father of Mcrctea to bless your basket and 
your store, while you are rewarding llie op- 
pressor for robbing " God's poor V' 

Will ye longer continue to ask God, who 
looks upon sin without the least allowance, 
to bless such portions of your table necessaries 
as may have been derived from the produc- 
tion of iniquity ! „We hope not. Is the giant 
Bin of slavery to be winked at in the face of 
the commaiul, "be ye not partakers of other 
men's sins ?" 

In making this appeal to you, we are not 
indifferent to the fact, that ihere are many 
difficulties to be met with, in attempting the 
overthrow of a system that had well nigh 
paralyzed the virtue of Che world — spread its 
hideous mantle around the whole organization 
of society — and consequently became inter- 
woven in all the customs, habits, systems, 
veins and arteries of the body politic. 

But, let not these difficulties, nor the mag- 
nitude of the monster slavery intimidate us. 
Though he spread himself like a " green bay 
tree" over the whole forest of nature, and 
usher forth his effluvia lo the clouds — while 
there is a God in heaven to rebuke, or zeal- 
ous Christians on earth to confront him with 
the swoid of truth anil justice, we have nothing 
to fear, — for he must fall prostrate before the 
Omnipotence of " Divine Tower." 

To be successful) we must prosecute our 
labors with holiness of purpose, and with a 
willingness of sacrifice, commensurate with 
the undertaking. We only ask the sacrifice 
of evil practices. Slavery is chiefly upheld 
by 44 avarice and luxury." If these only be 
Buffered lo fall, they will carry the monster 
with them. But it is not our intention at this 
time to give you a dissertation on the subject 
of slavery ; our duty is of less magnitude ; and 
will be fulfilled, by simply submitting the 
doctrines contained in the resolution, for your 
prayerful consideration and strict examina- 
tion. 

We desire that the Christian church shall 
take cognizance of the resoluti. n, and setile 
the question — not whether slavery is siufvl, 
for that is already acknowledged — but whe- 
ther a voluntary use of the products of slave 
laburis sinful, when tried by gospel rules. 
If so, we hope ministers, elders, church and 



their noblest energies to impress its docUmes 
on their congregations, so that a practical ab- 
stinence may be effected. If not, Id the reso- 
lution fall to" the ground. Therefore we leave 
the resolution with the Christian and his con- 
science, with the hope that truth and righte- 
ousness will triumph. 

It may not be inappropriate, before closing 
ibis address, to give you a few of the reasons 
which lead us to believe, that the doctrines 
contained in the resolution are founded in 
truth, and are consequently binding on every 
friend of religion, morality, and human right*. 

I. We maintain that slavery is a sin ; and 
thai liberty is the inalienable birth-right of 
every man, given him by his Creator, — and 
that he who deprives a human being of this 
liberty, usurps the "prerogative of Jeho- 



vah. 



2. Slavery is a transgression of the Divine 
law, "render unto Caesar the things that are 
Crcsar's, &c. &c— and being of itself sinful, 
it is incapable of producing 14 any good thing." 
Hence, the labor of the slave having been 
wrested from him by injustice, we deny the 
light of the "Master," to transfer the pro- 
duct of thai labor , or any one to purchase it, 
except the slave himself. "The system 
being wrong in the beginning, cannot of itself 
change its nature." llence we maintain, that 
every individual who purchases the products 
of such labor from the master, becomes acces- 
sory to the -guil t of robbing the slave of his 
just right. And it docs not alter the case,— 
no matter how many transfers have been 
made of said products, — no more than right 
to enjoy liberty becomes alienated by the fre- 
quent transfer of the slaves through many 
oenerattons. Hence we assert, that both the 
planter, and consumer, are maintaining a 
piracy on the rights of their fellow men ; and 
each are guilty of the sin consequent on his 
degradation, Awake! awake then to righte- 
ousness ; pray let this sin no longer be laid 
to your charge. You have so long stood back 
in the cause of temperance, that the voice of 
those dial were once ready to perish by the 
intoxicating draught, are now found ushering 
forth their anthemas against you. And if you 
will longer, by your inactivity, silence, and 
guilty acquiescence in the sin of American 
slavery, be found protracting the period of joy- 
ful deliverance to the slaves, — the prayers of 
the oppressed will ascend up to Jehovah's 
throne, and then invoke upon you the wrath 
of an avenging God! If you would reclaim 
the abandoned— check the guilty— instruct 
the ignorant— warn the unwary — give light 



people, will recognise it as such, and exercise!. to the blind— stop the progress ol unqmiy in 
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all its various channels— encourage the de- 
spondent — increase the faith of the doubting 
— enlarge the views of all who prflfe&S lo 
know and to love the Lord — and, finally, if 
you desire to cce tlic people of this world be- 
come the people of our Lord and his Christ, 
you must not only keep pace with all the 
moral and Christian enterprises of this age — 
but you must raise your banner as high as 
God's truth, and as broad as Ins love. 

We arc aware that there May be many 
existing apologies, with regard to the action 
of colored churches on the subject of slavery ; 
but wc deny that they have any rightful being. 
It may be said that they are for ihc most part, 
but subordinate bodies, and should necessarily 
wait for the action of the great bodies, willi 
whom they are connected, and thdn follow in 
the train. This we deny ; because it is im- 
possible to find scriptural authority for a mo- 
ment's delay in 14 doing good." And besides, 
while they are guided by the truths of divine 
revelation, they have as good a right to lead 
as to be led. When the voice of God com- 
mands us to 11 remember those that are in 
bonds, as bound with them," we should do it 
now, without waiting the approval of Ecclesi- 
astical Conventions, General Assemblies, 
Presbyteries, Synods, Conferences, or any 
body of men on earth, no matter how en- 
lightened. Besides, the American church is 
so polluted with the spirit of slavery, that the 
colored churches are already enslaved; and 
are either denied the rights and privileges of 
church members, or the social privileges of 
Christian fellowship. And the sooner some 
exertions are made to extirpate this evil spirit 
from the Christian churches, the sooner we 
may expect to see those that profess to be 
born of God, practising the command, 11 love 
one another." There may be those that de- 
sire to be excused, because they say that co- 
lored people can do nothing to bring about an 
emancipation of the slaves, as they have no 
voice in government. Well, but slavery is a 
spiritual, and moral, as well as a political evil. 
Cannot we pray and preach against oppres- 
sion ? — Cannot we join the many thousands 
of our fellow citizens, who are sending up 
petitions to Heaven for their deliverance I 
Can we not aid in overthrowing the immorali- 
ties that uphold slavery, Without which it 
would have long since fallen? Surely you 
have both a moral, and religious influence. 
Then why not exert it? The poor slave needs 
all our aid. These moral and Christian du- 
ties will be required from all; and it will be 
of little use, when we appear before Jeho- 



vah's throne, to plead in palliation of our 
neeligcnce that wc are colored. 

Though the church, the world, and the 
government under which you live, may ex- 
cuso you, God, (who^makes no distinction in 
complexion,) bids you 14 cry aloud and spare 
not." 

What! have the free colored people nothing 
to do with slavery, while 2,500,000 of their 
brethren are writhing under its galling chains ? 
Nothing to do with slavery, when there arc at 
this time about 400,000 free people of color 
in these United States, ninety-nine hundrelhs 
of whom are upholding the system every 
day, by purchasing the products thereof? Of 
these about 150,000 live in the free states; 
which, to use the lowest average term, spend 
ten dollars a year, in the purchase of slave 
cotton, tobacco, rice, sugar and molasses,— 
which amounts to $1,500,000 annually, — and 
at a rate of ten per cent, would place in the 
cotTers of the slaveholders a nett profit of 
6150,000 anaally. And is this doing nothing 
for the support of slavery ? Can the colored 
churches wink at this ? Is it nothing to 
that the system of slavery has so corrupted 
the commerce of the country, that the whole 
free colored population are made by its opera- 
tions to contribute near hall" a million annually 
lo its support. Nothing to do with slavery ! 
while there are free colored men that are such 
" devils incarnate' 1 as to betray and sell their 
brethren into slavery who have escaped from 
their cruel oppressors ! 

There have been many illustrious instances 
of sacrifices by the advocates of liberty, in 
past ages, that were altogether unconnected 
with religious principles, and that have been 
nobly sustained, although they required much 
greater deprivations of the comforts of life 
than any wc are called upon to sustain. In 
support of this remark, we have only to look 
back to the memorable history of the tea tax, 
that ended in establishing the independence of 
this country. 

We might go on, and multiply facts upon 
facts, arguments upon arguments, and success- 
fully prove that we all are verily guilty — 
" that our brother's b]oud is upon Us" — that 
it is our duty lo hasten to a speedy repent- 
ance i "live unto righteousness; cease to do 
evil and learn to do well;"" and lake imme- 
diate measures to abstain, as far as possible, 
from the use of such products as are pur- 
chased with the tears, blood, and sweat of the 
unrewarded eoil of the poor slave, lest the 
visitation of an Almighty hand bring; down 
upon us the retribution of divine Justice. 
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WO must first make war on those infected 
districts. Let public opinion frown on them, 
until they rclreat backwards, until they be- 
come wholly annihilated. Will not some of 
our friends that reside in the city furnish our 
paper with some useful statistics on this sub- 
ject ? 



"PHILADELPHIA RKAD1NG ROOM." 
We were pleased when we discovered that 
our enterprising friend, S. II. Gloucester, had 
opened this useful and commodious establish- 
ment in a part of the city where it was con- 
venient for our people to attend. It was 
tolerably patronized at first, but have discover- 
ed of late that it is almost deserted. This we 
feared from the first. As every people foster 
best the institutions they love,\ve fell determin- 
ed to find out in what direction the patronage 
of the young men were directed. In the com- 
pany of a friend we proceeded up Lombard 
street to Seventh, there we found two or three 
eating-houses (groceries for aught we know) 
in full bloom, in the higheststate of prosperity, 
filled with young* men. We pay but casual 
visits to the city, and may doubtless be some- 
what dissnppoiiited in our estimate. But from 
appearances our conclusion ^s, that vice is on 
its onward march into the interior of the city. 
.The corner of Sevenh and Lombard streets 
have quite been altered in the last few years. 
Those public Halls that have been purchased 
by beneficial societies for the purpose of accom- 
modating their own interests and the public 
luxury, have contributed much lo render that 
part of the city a nuisance. They have already 
been the means of inflicting more poverty and 
*ice than they can cure. Better far the money 
had have been thrown in the Delaware. Where 
the people generally collect, there public 
houses bost thrive, and where they ilirire, the 
happjneTi of the community is destroyed. 
We are iMe thus to account for the decline 
of pair _ ' i .Mr. Gloucester's reading room 
on ac t of the success that has attended 
thos< tints of corruption. If we would 
«?*. . and perpetuate useful institutions, 



HUMANOLOGY. 
The science of phrenology appears to be, ac- 
quiring strength, and winning for itself nume- 
rous advocates and admirers. We are in- 
formed that some of the distinguished lecturers 
are busily engaged in discussing national 
peculiarities, anil pretend to tell the superiori- 
ty of the one over the other. This will doubt- 
less overturn Thomas Jefferson's 11 rhetorical 
flourish " about natural equality. We desire 
to call the attention of some of the learned 
phrenologists to the heading of this article, so 
they may be able to cultivate a new science, 
and tell us what organs a man ought to have 
to render him a slave. We are^ anxious to 
understand what agency the ^lmighty had in 
forming American slavery. 



TO AUXILIARIES. 
Friends, we desire that you will send on 
your constitutions so that they may be insert- 
ed in our columns. There are many places 
where there are societies that we should be 



glad to hear from. 
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CONVENTION. 
The subject of a 14 general Convention" has 
claimed the attention of many of our most re- 
flecting minds. Several writers in the "Color* 
• ed American," during the past year.hnve dilat- 
ed on this subject. Numerous have been the 
propositions, as to the lime and place it 
should be held, as well, as the subjects that 
should embrace its attention. There is one 
point in which nearly all agree, 'that it ought 
lo meet rfext- summer. Now, if it will not 
be considered as an intrusion on the public 
mind, we shall endeavor lo state our views 
upon it. It has been our privilege lo be a 
member of all our former con venliojis ; and 
we have also met our brethren in annual meet- 
ings every year since 1829. We deem it one 
ofour highest privileges, and we hope to con- 
tinue the practice. There is always a refresh- 
ing draught to be obtained from the collision 
of mind with mind, that lasts the whole year. 
The peculiarity of our situation leads the cur- 
rent of our thoughts into many channels, with 
the hope that we may devise some new 
method to procure our elevation. When wc 
meet in convention wc severally bring with 
us our peculiar habits of life, our different de- 
grees of education, our prejudices in favor of 
this or that measure, so thai often our dialects 
are so different we can scarcely understand 
each other. And it would appear to an observ- 
ing mind that if any valuable object was to 
be attained, it would bo necessary for the con- 
vention to be in session for three* or four 
months. This cannot be done, for the circum- 
elanccs of our people forbid it. What then 1 
Shall we not meet annually lo sustain some 
measures for the improvement of our condi- 
tion t reply, most certainly ! The man 
that desires to study the character ofour peo- 
ple ought to be careful not to suffer a single 
year to pass without attending an annual meet- 
ing where our people arc represented from 

.... lh - . 



different portions of- our country. If he 
neglects this golden opportunity, he can never 
keep pace with public sentiment. He should 
observe the movements of such a body with 
the same solicitude that the shipwrecked ma- 
riner contemplates the appearance of adistant 
shore.' It is the great sundial* that directs us 
as true as a clock marks the progress of time ; 
the onward march of our people in knowledge 
and virtue. 

Now the great bussiness appears to be to 
prepare for said meeting so that much may bo 
done in a short period. In order that we may 
succeed in this, we must maintain some ge- 
neral principles, and circulate them through the 
medium of the press ; so that we may begin 
first lo think alike at home, and then when 
we meet abroad, we will soon be able to agree 
on some general measures to promote those . 
principles. 

■ We perfectly agree with the " Colored 
American 1 ' iiUhc following extract: that "such 
is our condition, such the slake ihat hangs on 
our conduct. The general rule which we 
must follow in every attempt to improve our 
prospects is, that as we are struggling for 
principle, so wc must act on principle. AIL 
sectional jealousy, complcxional prejudices, 
and vindictive feelings must yield to the one 
great object, the progress of truth and the 
triumph of liberty/' Now we will inform 
our readers that BOOT a convention will be 
held in tltc city of Philadelphia on the second 
week in August next, where you are most 
respectfully invited to attend. It is no more 
nor less than the annual meeting of the "Ame- 
rican Moral Reform Society." The great : 
cardinal principles it sets forth are the promo- 
lion of Education, Temperance, Economy, 
and Universal liberty. Wo presume these 
subjects are of sufficient magnitude and im- 
portance to enlist your attention and claim 
your support. If there should be those whose 
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prolific minds leads them to maintain a more 
exalted Standard of duly and action, wc doubt 
hot but their gruufiealiou will be enhanced by 
tbc association of kindred spirits, that will 
stand ready lo second- every righteous effort 
fur our spccily elevation. We hope this sub- 
ject will claim the attention of our whole peo- 
ple. It would form a delightful theme for the 
eloquence of our II inlons, "Wrights, Smiths, 
Cornishes, Raymonds, and Au»usuncs, We 
■ feel a holy reverence for the past labors of 
those that are now enrolled amongst the 
* mighty dead" for their continued efforts to 
promote our condition- The names of Ha- 
milton, a SipktnS, and a Parrot are indelibly 
printed on our memories. Will posterity ex- 
pect a less legacy from us, than that which 
we have received from our fathers — the rich 
bequest of a noble example ? 



THE INFLUENCE OF EARLY 
EDUCATIOiN. • 

An *' ancient sage" once remarked, 16 bring 
up a child in th© way he should walk, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it." 
We have been led to notice this subject from 
ahte perusal of a book enliilcu 1 "The history 
of the New York. African Free Schools," 
hy CuarlksC. Andrews, teacher of the male 
school. We there observe that the earliest 
impulse of the juvenile minds of the pupils 
were directed to the condition of the 11 African 
race.' 1 In their public add resses, they were par- 
ticularly careful to introduce themselves as 
the " descendants of Africa. " They solicited 
the public sympathy on account of their de- 
graded condition, (not as out-cast and oppres- 
sed Americans,) but as M descendants of the 
African race." It is not our intention to cast 
censure on the early efforts of their aspiring 
genius — nor to subtract a single iota from the 
character of those liberal and benevolent phi- 
lanthropists that founded and fostered said in- 
stitution. Their object was truly noble, 
gratifying, and important,- and the result has 
proved it to be an undertaking of the highest 



the pupils, many of whom are now on the 
active theatre of manhood, adorning society 
with their private and public virtues, ami arc 
constantly gMttg energy, tone, and feeling to 
the religious and moral enterprises of the age, 
while a few may be justly ranked with the 
distinguished American scholars. But wc 
regret to observe that many of these already , 
distinguished men, carry with them those. . 
distinctive characteristics into every field of 
labor, that formed the fatal bias of their early 
Impressions. They were educated in distinc- 
lion, and constantly keep the "banner of 
distinction" waving over their heads. Wo 
do not desire them lo abate their sympathy 
for "poor, bleeding Africa;" we would ncH 
extract a single drop of sympathetic blood from 
their veins. But while we bestow on Africa 
all the honor which is justly due to her past 
and present character, let us not forget to 
11 render unto Cfcsar the things that arc Csc- 
sar's, &c." We have been born and reared in 
America, — lo her wc owo every thing. Hero 
is the field of our earliest affections — here our 
infantile minds grasped the first rudiments of 
knowledge — hero arc all our general and local 
interests implanted — here let us cherish and 
sustain them, as the seeds of national honor, 
until they bud» blossom, and bring forth fruit 
that will make our country renowned in the 
eyes of civilized nations, and render the name 
of America imperishable. 

Wc here enter our Rumble protest against 
this educational bias on the minds of youth. 
It ought not to be permitted in any of our 
schools. Il is a kind of instruction that ought 
never to have been inculcated. It forms the 
very basis of the national prejudice that is so 
inimical lo our interests and happiness. 

Il is hard to be extracted when once im- 
planted. Wc have been swayed by its "iron 
sceptre," and now we are' truly thankful we 
have become 41 emancipated " from its baneful 
influence. Wc can now look upon 11 man as 
man," independent of all complcxional con- 
siderations. We believe that the above re- 
marks will be found equally applicable to the 

The effect 



magnitude and most exalted philanthropy. 

Their brightest anticipations have been more term "colored" as "African 
than realized in the character and conduct of 'of both is to render a divisibility in the inter- 
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estfl of native horn American** that ought noi 
to exist. How appropriate is thci language 
of the late "Win. Hamilton on tin* Bubjeet : 

" How lamentable, bow very lamentable it is 
that llicro should be, any where on earth a 

community $f Mfliesi WitH Mpftrolt itHcmtsi 

Tfhat society must be the most happy, where i 
the good of the one is the common good of 
the whole. Civilization is not perfect, nor 
Ins 'reason full eway, until the community 
shall see thai a wrong done- to one i3 a wrong 
done to the whole; that tho interest of one is, 
or ought to be, tho common interest of the 
whole. Surely that must be a happy statu of 
society, where the sympathies of nil are to all 
alike." 



MIRROR OF LIBERTY* 
We have now before us the January No. 
of this interesting periodical. On almost every 
page we observe ** David directing his sling 
against the great Goliath of slavery. It is 
impossible for a candid and unprejudiced rcatler 
16 arise from a perusal of it3 pages, and not 
feel electrified with sympathy for the man 
that has encountered so many dangers anil 
difficulties to redeem Ins fellow beings from 
the jaws of slavery. If he finds no oilier 
earthly reward, he ought at least to receive 
the gratitude of the friends of freedom, ami 
the grateful benedictions of all whom he has 
been instrumental in rescuing from bondage. 

After passing a favorable enlogium on the 
National Reformer, he says, "while* we go for 
moral reform in theory and practice, we hope 
that the word moral witf .be abrogated from 
the society of which this Journal is the organ, 
that the society and convention may he here- 
after' known as the Reform Convention." 
Friend David you have missed it for once. 
•'Reform Convention 1 ' is a very unpopular 
name in this stale. It committed suicide on 
our rights, during the past year, by disfranchis- 
ing us. The rcasou of this was that it was 
destitute of moral principle, or at least moral 
principle and humanity were in the minority. 
We much need this moral term, as. a land- 
mark, not only to direct us forward, but to 
keep us from trampling on the rights of others. 
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It is the very salvation of our Cnterpriffl, the 
corner alone of the temple of universal free- 
dom and eternal justice. Withdraw it. and 
we shall fall at once into the labyrinth* of thai 
government, the corner stone of which, BCCOrd* 

ing to George MoDitJBc, is 14 nogro slavery. n 

Wc mu.it hold to our present moral position', 
if wo hope for a successful conflict with our 
physical enemies. 



THE PRESS. 

The necessity of sustaining the press for 
the promotion of any combined system of 
action, cannot be too highly appreciated, It 
is the most powerful auxiliary in awakening 
the public, mind to a just sense of the objects 
and principles wc maintain. It is by its power 
(more than any other) wc can defend ourselves 
from the infuriated assaults of enemies, and 
the intrigues of false friends. The power of 
the press is so universally felt and acknow- 
ledged, that it needs from us no feeble eulogy. 
If we would accelerate the cause of moral re- 
form, wc must all do our duty. Uoth agents 
and presses must be active, or our exertions 
will never be crowned with success. The 
world must know what is going on among us, 
■and what we arc doing. It is as much our 
duly to soften the asperity that as grinding 
us to powder," (practised by our fairer breth- 
ren,) as it is to elevate our present condition. 

It may be said by some that this can belter 
be done by those presses that are already en- 
gaged in promoting our cause. To this asser- 
tion we reply in the negative : The cause they 
maintain is virtually oar cause, no less (bail 
their own — the cause of truth — of justice — of 
American liberty, and blcediog hunjanity. 
But the part that we can most successfully 
perforin they cannot fill. The national pre- 
judice has so complcxionally separated the 
interests of the people of this nation, that 
when those of opposite complexions meet each 
other, it is for the most part under a mask* 
(like courtiers,) so that it is next loimpossiblc, 
generally speaking, to divine their real mean- 
ing and intent. Therefore, they know neither 
the extent of our virtues, or vices ; and con- 
sequently they cannot reward unknown merit, 
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or rebuke unknot crime. VbtjZH know j tracts. We expect They wOl be published i« 
OA extent of our pritatiom, Mb** and op- patophl* form and JJJjg 
M «» they are constant^ .aboxin, to *• ■ * 



ardently and abundantly to remove. And if 
they actually understood our whole position, 
thev might actually be in dread to speak or 
write with thai liberality thatj«8tfce requires, 
lest we should only consider them as a new- 
class of enemies. Besides, they are already 
actively engaged in a cause that employs their 
w hole energies' and fills their entire sheets. 
And further, their representation of us will 



Servility W shareholding interest and. feeling, 
hU yet lo be excelled. True it is, the Ken- 
lucky orator has taken no new posit.on, but 
has with his peculiar-force of talent endeavor- 
ed to consolidate the common pro-slavery 
doctrines in a single speech, and thus lend 
(hem the influence of his name and the 
Character of the body in which they were 
delivered. He was perfectly aware that the 



ncil vc hjumu i j : mm<ll p ma tin nation. Or he 



operate upon as our own. 



We can furnish 



matters of fact and argument for them to 
combat the friends of despotism, and thus 
render very essential service to the cause of 
human freedom. It is our duty to give their 
periodicals an efficient support; we owe it 
both to them and the cause they advocate. 
We can never watch the progress or OLr cause 
without we attentively peruse the anti-slavery 
papers of the day. 

From any thing that we have written, we 
would not be understood as setting forth claims 
for public patronage on the score of mental 
ability, or compltxionul affinity. In the 
former our fairer brethren are infinitely our 
superiors, and occupy the vantage ground. 
But from the consideration that the constitu- 
tional divisions of society, that has resulted 
from a perverse public sentiment, our lot has 
been cast among that portion of the oppressed 
Americans that will not disguise from us their 
feelings, affections, or sympathies— nor hide 
from us their follies and vices. Therefore, 
from our very situation, we are more intimate- 
ly acquainted with their sentiments, habits, 
manners, and customs, than our anti-slavery 
friends. 



IIENR* CLAY AND THOMAS MORRIS, 
We have read attentively the speeches of 
these two diptinguished Senators. They are 
on the subject of American slavery. They 
are so much in juxtaposition to each oil.er, 
that our genius h too poor to draw the parallel. 
They are loo long for our column* probably 
>ve nwy at mnc future time make a few ex- 



subject of immediate emancipation, or he 
never would have risked his haid earned re- 
putation by asserting so many gross errors. 
Errors that many of the despised race that he 
is attempting to injure could correct, that are 
yettooyoungtobetaken from the free schools. 
He, of course, goes the whole for "African 
Colonization^ It is one of those elTorls that 
is designed to perish. If it be quoted in after 
times, it will only be done to degrade Mm. 
The speech of the latter is a triumphant reply 
to the former. It is bold, manly, and in- 
dependent- It is founded on the principles 
of liberty, right, and justice. The matter is 
rich and abundant, -filled with innate f.re 
and glitters with living light/! He boldly 
repudiates every anti-republican doctrine, and 
maintains the doctrine of Jefferson in its 
fullest terms. The speech itself will be rever- 
ed in coining years; and will go down to 
posterity along with that matchless instrument 
the "Declaration of Independence," there lo 
live in the hearts of freemen to the latest 
generations; " because it carries wiih it its 
own elements of duration." It is decidedly 
the greatest speech on the subject of human' 
liberty that was ever delivered in the American 
Senate.' Its effect in the South will be fell as 
powerful as the rays of the meridian sun on 
out "snow capped mountains. 



PETITIONS! PETITIONS ! 
This is the season for legislation ; let us 
send our petitions to Ilarrisburg praying for 
"trial by jury" lo be extended lo all persons, 
where life 01 liberty in involved. The amend- 
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cd Constitution specifics two distinct classes j savages who cart converge, make contracts. 

r i a t„i, 1c ncL-n.tr and tralTic by means of their features and 

of citizens, white nxiQ rtW' ileitis atK our j / . , n . =, ■ _ 

' . . , , ■ r ! gestures, but since the world organ it lias 

lawgivers what arc the right and privileges ofj * wf been known ^ incn cmi ij communi- 



thc latter. Probably they will not deny us c;Ue t | 3e knowledge of science through such 
the " rigid of petition " in this " demoemtic 
Commonwealth," a right that is freely enjoyed 



by the serfs of an eastern monarch- 
TO WISDOM'S INSTITUTE AT TROY. 

EP1STEL ill. 

Grammar and Composition. 

M]f dear Sisters,— As all of you have paid 
more or less attention to English grammar, 
perhaps it is not necessary to write concern- 
ing it; notwithstanding, in order that the 
symmetry of these letters may not be marred, 
I will make some remarks relative to its ne- 



cessity and utility. 

1 introduce my remarks with the following 
proposition, that A familiar acquaintance 

with the grammar of our vernacular lan- known and admitted by every educated person, 



means- . 

Now, as language is the only medium 
through which we may teach or learn a. 
science, the accurate knowledge of the science 
to be taught or learned is dependent upon the 
accuracy of the language which is employed. 
So also in our ordinary cntercourse with men; 
if we wish to speak about the most common 
things or occurrences of life, the perfect know- 
ledge of the thing or occurrence spoken of 
depend, almost entirely, upon the accuracy of 
the language which is used, and if tiie atten- 
tion is fixed upon the subject, and the mind in 
a healthy slate, a perfect knowledge of it de- 
pends entirely upon accurate language. And 
accurate language hangs upon grammar just 
as the fruit hangs upon the tree. This is 



guagc is essential to our respectability and 
usefulness. That it is essential to our re- 
spectability is manifest in the fact that we are 
continually coming in contact with our educat- 
ed and fairer neighbors, who do not only re- 
gard correct language as a mark of gentility, 
but also allege our ignorance of it as an ex- 
cuse for their prejudice. There is consider- 
able force in this excuse, for few if any educat- 
ed persons desire to associate with those from 
whose lips are ever heard the sounds" of un- 
' polished language; and if they make the use 
of correct language a rule of association, then 
the only exception which I can see would or 
ought to be made in favor of elevated morals 
and exemplary piety. Unpolished language 
is always disgusting to the refined ear, and if 
we wish to be agreeable to such we must use 
pleasing language. 

Agnin, correct language is pleasing and 
respectable in the mouth of any person; and 
those who can employ it have one obstacle 
removed out of the way of their elevation, and 
will be respected in this particular by every 
man and woman. For correct and polished 
language is like the notes of a well-tuned in- 
strument, ll fills sweetly upon the listening 
car. And this was the first point to be proved. 
That it is essential to our usefulness, is 
evinced in the fact that it lies at the founda- 
tion of all science. For what is practical 
grammar but the adjustment of language ? 
And how can any science be taught or learned 
but through the medium o." nguagc cither 



and to assert that an individual can in every 
case use correct language without a familiar- 
acquaintance with the grammar of it, is to 
assert that an apple can grow upon a tree 
without hanging to it. But you say you have 
heard persons speak correctly who never 
studied grammar ; true, but they only spoke 
correctly when they spoke of little things, and 
when those things required but little to be 
said about lliein; They speak from habit, not 
from rulCt And they speak thus because they 
have been reared in the midst of persons who 
never, used incorrect language. But were you 
lo set such persons to the study of science and 
philosophy s they would soon find themselves 
where the waggoner found Ids team when he 
cried to Hercules for help. To illustrate 
ihcse remarks, suppose you were reading a 
book, and coming to the word adjust, through 
ignorance, forget fulness, or some oilier cause 
3-0U did not knoyv it its : import, or had but a con- 
fused idea of it. Turning lo a dictionary you 
might find adjust, v. a., to set in order; still 
you would wish lo know what does verb active 
mean, and would not be able lo-draw forth the 
marrow of the word iu its different forms, 
adjust, adjusting, adjusted, wfjustmcnt^ ad- 
justable J for it is grammar alone that can 
enable you to understand its different shades 
of meaning in every change of form. In a 
word, the intrinsic force of every word in a 
language, with its various shades of meaning 
iu its different positions and change of Cum, 
can be determined Olllj by a familiar acouaint- 



Orhl tir Written 1 If there be ati ther medium auce wish the grammar of tli.it language, so 
it is beyond my research. Wi .'.avc read of I that those who will extend their researches 
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hcvond the- limits of newspapers, biographical, 
and historical readine*mxist learn the grammar 
of the language which they speak. 

And he who can be extensively useful in 
this enlightened age and country — he who can 
operate upon the minds of the learned as well 



lobe interesting to the community. A request 
was made for a copy for publication, which 
was kindly and promptly complied with. 

The care and labor manifested in collating 
and weighing the testimony, reflects much 
credit ufou the Judge, and his example in 



operate upon \nv iun»« vi »..«ni*« »- -r . . ° . - . r «■ 

as the ignorant, without a monticd know- preparing an opinion winch so folly embraces 



ledge of his language, must be taller than the 

sons of men ! 

For to reach the minds of all classes of per- 
sons vou must be acquainted with the intrinsic 



tlie circumstances of the case, as well as the 
reasons upon which his decision is founded, is 
worthy of imitation. 

During this investigation the Court room 



cower ofihc language spoken by Hum, and to! was filled io overflowing, and the molt was 
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be acquainted with the intrinsic power of it. 
you must become acquainted with the grammar 
of it, which was the last point to be proved. 
Composition. 



received with shoutsof rejoicing and applause. 

Counsel for the claimant, E. D. Ingraham, 
Esq. 

For the respondent, Charles Gilpin and 



Composition. . h R0W x ( Esqrs., Counsellors of 

By tins mean the practical -PgMMMtf iSfJSUSi Stfe ety, for promoting the 

the rules ol grammar in the expression of ) our V *^.r„ I.r *J 
thoughts by means of written language. This 



exercise is very profitable to the mind. The 
habU of writing our ihoojghts enables ualo think 
and speak with increasing clearness. '1 he 
simplest subjects are the best for beginners, 
therefore the visible objects of nature should 
first claim your attention ; and the location of 
your city is very favorable to iliis. '1 he 
beautiful stream of the Hudson ;— its banks 
crowned with villagesand cities — its villages 
and cities breathing with industrious and in- 
telligent citizens ;— its highlands robed in 
winter with garments of spotless snow, and in 
summer overspread with the green cirpet of 
nature, are all objects worthy of your thoughts 
and pens* 

When you have exercised your rmnds with 
these earthly scenes, lift up your eyes to 
heaven and behold the sun shedding a flood of 
light over earth and sky ; see the moon walk- 
ing in brightness, and the starry host scattered 
in shining clusters over the boundless expanse, 
and while you are surveying the scene sub- 
lime you will find your hearts and pens prais- 
ing the God who made it 

From these subjects you can proceed to 
the moral and religious, and thus rise from 
subject to subject until you find your minds 
glowing w ith the light of truth, and your 
pens recording with elegance and perspicuity 
the works of nature and the praise of nature's 
God I 

Affectionately vours 

Okigkn. 

Carlisle, (Pa.) March 22. 



Abolition of Slavery, &c. 

OPINION DELIVERED, MARCH Sth, 1839, 

hi'thc cose of 11 Isaac" or 41 William Stans- 
burt) claimed as a fugitive from (he ser- 
vice of Kuth tPitiiamSt of Prince George 
county* in the State of Maryland. 

OPINION OF JUDGE HOPKINSOtf. 
The hearing of this rase commenced on the 
3 1st day of January last, and has been attend- 
ed throughout the several sittings with an in- 
creasing excitement and interest. There are 
questions and circumstances involved in it 
calculated to give it more importance than or- 
dinarily belongs to examinations of this de- 
scription. 

On the one side we have a citizenof a sister 
state, coming here under the protection and 
authority of that State, claiming to have restor- 
ed to her certain properly, of which she al- 
leges she has been unlawfully deprived; and 
insisting upon her right to my order to have 
this property delivered to her by the injunc- 
tions of the Constitution of the United Stales, 
which lam bound to obey. In the other party, 
who denies and resists this claim, we have an 
individual who has lived among us for more 
than twenty-three years — has a wife and fami- 
ly of children depending upon hi m v arid a 
home, from all which he must be separated, if 
the claimant has made good her right. These 
arc considerations that make it peculiarly in- 
cumbent on the Judge, who is to decide the 
question, and to decide il by the evidence 
that has been brought before him, to weigh 
that evidence carefully and scrupulously, with- 
out prejudice or influence from any other 
quarter. He is to yield nothing, on the one 
side to the power and patriotism of the state 
of Maryland, wbirh have been strongly inrok- 



TV.m (fie Ur.itoil Slate* Gazette 
IMPORTANT SLAVE CA5I5. 
The CMC which is stated in the following 
opinion of JlJDOK HopkinkoS, delivered on the - - . 

8U| bistanu is of a character that cannot Ml led for the caute of the claimant , nor, on the 
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oilier, to any feeling for llie consequence of 
liis judgment lo the respondent and his fami- 
ly — much less In any opinions of his own on 

the question of slay cry. 

Nobody recognises more fully and firmly 
than myself the complete legal and constitu- 
tional right of the owner of a slave in and lo 
Itis person and services — no one is more deep- 
ly impressed than I am by Iju solemn guaran- 
ty, which those stales of our Union, whose 
laws permit slavery to exist in them, have re- 
ceived and have a right to exact from every 
oilier stale; thai tins right shall he faithfully 
regarded, and that if a person held lo labor or 
service in one state by the laws thereof shall 
escape into another, he shall be delivered up 
to the party lo whom such service or labor 
shall be due. This right it is my duly and 
desire to respect and secure, not only as a 
Judge, sworn lo respect and secure it, but as 
a citizen of the United Stains ; firmly believ- 
ing the union of these slates to be our first 
and greatest blessing, and to maintain it, our 
highest duty; and knowing that it cannot be 
maintained but by a faithful performance of 
all its* obligations and provisions by all the 
parlies to it. In my view, the happiness of 
black and white, of the freeman and the slave, 
is intimately, I may say in our present cir- 
cumstances, inseparably connected wilh the 
maintenance of that government* under which, 
ami by which, we have attained an unexam- 
pled prosperity, and have secured lo us every 
right. which a national people can wish for or 
enjoy- I make these remarks, because the 
topics to which they allude- found no incon- 
siderable place in the argument of this case. 
I lake the occasion, too, to observe, that the 
experience of this cafce, as well as many others, 
lias shown that this mode of trial, directed by 
the act of Congress, is better for both parlies, 
especially for ihe person claimed as a slave, 
than atrial by Jury could be. This hearing 
began on the hut day °i* January — the claimant 
of course came prepared with the ordinary 
prima facie proof, sufficient, if uncontradicted, 
io entitle her to Ihe possession of the respon- 
dent. He was taken suddenly in the street, 
without any notice or expectation of any such 
design or danger. He could not, therefore, 
be ready with his proofs and witnesses lo re- 
pel Ihe claim. It might be necessary to seek 
lor them at a distance, and time was necessary 
for this purpose. After reading the documen- 
tary testimony of the claimant, and examining 
two of her witnesses, by which the respondent 
was fully apprized of ihe nature of the claim, 
the hearing- was postponed, on his application, 
Until ihe lGth of February. It was then re- 
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sinned, and the claimant examined another 
witness, and dosed her cave. The defence 
was then entered upon and several witnesses 
were examined lo support it. Another post- 
ponement was granted to the 23d of February, 
to enable the respondent to obtain other wit- 
nesses — and again to the 2d of March, when 
the respondent examined additional witnesses, 
and the claimant also produced another. It is 
obvious that a jury could not have been kept 
together for this length of lime, anil that much 
important evidence would have been excluded 
by a more hasty conclusion. 

1 will now proceed to an examination of the 
case, as it appears on the evidence that the 
parlies have respectively offered ; for it is 
only by that evidence, and not on any surmises 
or conjectures, conclusions or belief, not found- 
ed upon it, that 1 must raise my opinion. Judi- 
cially I can have no belief or opinion about 
it, but such as I can justify by the evidence. 

In the power of attorney, given by Ruth 
Williams, the claimant, to her grandson, Wil- 
liam W. Hall, to prosecute this claim, she 
states that her negro man "Isaac," who calls 
himself William Stansbury, absconded from 
her service on, or about the 10th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1S1G. We have here an important 
date ascertained, which wc must carry with 
us throughout the inquiry* which turns so 
much on the accuracy of elates, The whole 
question settles down into the question, 
whether the person now brought before me, 
and who calls himself William Stansbury, is, 
or is not the man Isaac, who was the slave of 1 
William Williams, in his life time, and after- 
wards came into the possession of his widow, 
Rath Williams, and who escaped from the 
service of Ruth Williams in the month of' 
February ,4810. In short, it is a question of 
identity of person. This power of attorney 
bears dale on the 19th day of January last, 
and was executed in consequence of a letter 
written lo Mrs. Williams from George F. 
Alberti, dated at Philadelphia, on the 29th' 
December, 1838. 

In that letter Mr. Alberti informed her, that 
he understood she had a slave named Isaac, 
alias William Stansbury, who absconded from 
her about the year 1815. He gives Lhe name 
of Isaac's mother, and tells her, that his fea- 
tures are just the same as usual, and advises 
her how to-proccod to have him arrested and 
delivered to her. Ii is no pari of my business 
Lo inquire how Mr. Alberti got his informa- 
tion of a transaction which took place nearly 
twenty-three years before; I mention the letter 
only as being ihe commencement of this pro- 
ceeding. Mr. Hall came to this city wilh his 
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power of attorney and some witnesses lo id<Mi- 
lify Iho person of Isaac, He was arrested in 
the street, and brought beforo me — I have 
given every opportunity lobolh parties to settle 
this qiiesltotl of identity, by their evidence, 
and will now, briefly as I can, compare Uie 
testimony offered, and endeavor to come to a 
BntisfactOt'y conclusion from the whole. Iden- 
lily can be proved only by inspection of Lhe 
person, and, when such proof has been given, 
it may be disproved or discredited by the proof 
of circumstances, absolutely incompatible with 
ii. But such circumstances must be clearly 
proved ; and ihcy must be absolutely irrecon- 
cilable with the direct proof of ideality, for, 
if the counter proof is doubtful, or, at least, 
not brought lo a reasonable certainly — or may 
be consistent with the evidence of identity, the 
direct and positive proof must prevail — sub- 
ject, however, lo the general and just rule of 
law which throws the burden of proof on the 
party who claims the recovery of that which 
is in'lhc possession of another, If, therefore, 
the circumstances themselves, and the proof 
of them be such as to bring the tcsiimonv for 
lhe claimant into so much uncertainty and 
doubt, that the mind cannot be satisfied to rely 
upon it, the legal consequence is thai ii must 
fad. In short, the proof of identity by in- 
spection will be suflicient, unless it be wholly 
discredited or so impeached by contradictory 
evidence that the judgment cannot be satisfied 
to depend upon it. The proof of ownership, 
says the act of Congress, must be ''to the" 
satisfaction of lhe judge." A conscientious 
witness will be cautious in his testimony of 
identity, and take care not to be too absolute 
and positive in his knowledge of it, for as- 
suredly strange mistakes have been made upon 
this subject by witnesses, wbose honest inteu- 
tions'couUI Dot bo questioned. 

By a certificate from lhe Register's office of 
Pritice George county, Maryland, it appears 
that letters of administration were granted lo 
Ruth Williams and James Heck on the per- 
sonal estale of William Williams, deceased, on 
the 7th day of October, L800, and in the in- 
ventory of the estate, we find a 4i boy named 
Isaac," about ten years old, appraised at 
$V0O. The respondent is claimed lo be this 
boy Isaac — anil the question is, whether be is 
or is not. 

The first witness examined on the part of 
the claimant, was JJcale Duval, whose manner 
of testifying and deportment throughout his 
examination was such as to impress us with 
the enure sincerity of his testimony. This 
•witness now resides a few miles from the city 
of Baltimore, but in 1800 ho resided in Prince 



George county, and did ho until about two 
years past, about two or three miles from lhe 
house of William Williams — knows Mrs. 
Williams — was frequently at her house — there 
was a considerable family intimacy between 
tlicni — knew all her servants for many years — 
he lias seen the respondent a vast many 
lime* — has seen him at the house of her master 
and mistress, annual his (the witness) bouse — » 
he went by the name of Isaac — and was claim- 
ed by Mr. Williams as his slave to bis death— 
aflor his death, Mrs. Williams always had 
him in possession — he was born on i\Ir. Wil- 
liams's place — witness knew his mother — die 
ha(| a brother, still in the family when wit- 
ness left the county — don't recollect precisely 
when he ran away — he has been gone twenty 
years and upwards — witness said that he had 
no doubt that die respondent is the boy Isaac — 
he recognised him as soon as lie saw him — 
he has a mark on Ins forehead, occasioned by 
a burn when young. 

The cross examination related to the lime 
when the witness heard of the claim now de- 
pending — and from whom he heard ol it — at 
whose instance he camo here — of seeing ihe 
respondent first in the street — when he knew 
him directly — that he was told by a young man 
that respondent was in the street, detailing the 
place — bad not seen him, until then, for up- 
wards of 4 20 years — thinks that when he went 
away be was between 15 and 17 years of 
age — he repealed, that he never saw a person 
he could recognise more certainly — he is nol 
much changed — has-a beard now — but had not 
then — yesterday witness asked him if he knew ' 
him — he would not acknowledge it — would 
not commit himself, or own any of the trans- 
actions of which he spoke to him. 

William Williams was the next witness, 
lie said — 1 reside in Prince George county — 
was born there — ai fourteen years old weal lo 
Baltimore, for seven years, and then relumed 
lo Prince George — knows Mrs. Ruth Williams 
— knew Mr. Williams in his life lime — Mr. 
Williams raised me until I was 14 years old 
- — am now 40 — he died in 1805 or 1HO0— 
knew the boy Isaac from his infancy — he was 

or 10 years old when Mr. Williams died — 
lefi him at lhe house of Mr. Williams when I 
went to Baltimore, and found him there when 

1 returned — he ran away in 181 1> or '16 — his 
mother and two brothers lived there al the same 
time — witness gave an account of lhe brother 
and mother of Isaac— his boy (Isaac) was al- 
ways claimed by Mrs. Williams as her slave 
after the death of Mr. Williams — he had a 
mark on his forehead, occasioned by a buln — 
I recognised him as soon as I saw him — I un- 
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dersland he had an uncle named Xasfu (Igna- j recollect exactly the year he went away, hut 
tius) Beck, who belonged to Joseph Heck — a thought ii was between 1817 and 1SU0 — the 
brother of Mrs. Williams. • fact was known in the neighborhood — he was 

On a cross examination the witness said that advertised — I have no doubt that-he is the 

Mr. Williams was his uncle and raised him — boy. 

that he lived about four males from Mrs. Wil- The cross examination related to the qucs- 
liams — was at her house two or three limes a ■ lion of his relationship to Mrs. Williams, and 
week— on my return from Baltimore, I saw j Beaii Duval— he wad related to neither, and 
Isaac at my store and at his mistress's — I spoke • the witness said, ho was to have come here as 
to Isaac yesterday — he said he did not know a witness some weeks ago, but was sick — 
his master or mistress, mother or brother, or ' thai he came at the request of Mrs. Williams, 
the state or county — that he did not know' he had no conversation with heir on the sub- 
where he was horn, net where he came from, jeci — she never showed him the letter, (Alber- 
John Riddle was sworn — he said he resides ' ti's,) received from this quarter aboul the 
in Prince George* county, Maryland — is .49 claim, nor did .she speak of any — she told me 



years old — has known him (the respondent 
ever since he knew himself — lives three 
quarters of a mile from Mrs. Williams — in 



that her servant.was here in prison, and asked 
me if I did not think I should know him — 
thinks the sear on the forehead was on the left 



Innate in her family — knew her people— knew side, but that it does not form any part of my 
the boy named "Isaac," a yellow boy — we ' recollection of him— his face is familiar to 
were raised together — I was 8 or 10 years! me — he had heard Mr. Williams ( t he wit- 
older than he — he was hired out — he was , ness) after his return home, say that Isaac had 
claimed by Mr. Williams in his life timeasia mark — probably I might have asked Wik 
his slave, and by Mrs. Williams after his death Ijaras if he had a scar — I first saw him where 
— I always understood she took him as her , he is now — nobody pointed fiim out to me as 
part — I knew the mother of the boy — she was the person on trial — the witness said he had 
a slave to Mr. Williams — she bought her free- been with M r. Albert! and Mr. Hall the even- 
dom, and now lives in Washington — the re- ' ing before, and the conversation was about the 
spondent is the same man— is not changed— ] boy — he does not recollect what he said nor 
saw his brother a few weeks 3go at Sirs' I that he told them what he could prove — the 
Hall's, a daughter of Mrs. Williams — there ] witness said that on coming into the court 



is a strong resemblance between the brothers ; 
I have no doubt tliat this is the man — he 



room, Mr. Hall pointed out the man to him — 
he now says, Mr. Hall, "Williams and myself 



had a scar over one of his eyes — the witness came in the court room this morning, and I 



points to the scar. 

Cross examined — I saw him a month or two 
before he went away— it is 20 odd years ago; 
about the lime the war was ended. 

With this evidence and the certificate of the 
letters Of administration, and inventory of the 
personal estate of Mr. Williams, the counsel 
for the claimant closed his case, — but at a sub- 
sequent hearing produced Dennis Duval as a 
Witness, whose testimony I shall stale here, 
that the whole of the claimants evidence may 
be brought together. lie was examined after 
several of the respondent's witnesses. • 

lie said — that he resides in Prince George 
county, and has done so all his life — is i9 
years old — lives aboul 1 j miles from Mrs. 
Ruth Williams — always intimate in the family, 
visiting, there constantly — knew all her people 
— knows the boy (the respondent) — knew him 
at Mrs. Williams's house — I recollect his run- 



said, \* there sits the man M — and on a ques- 
tion, he added, 14 Mr. Hall did not point him 
out to me, or point his hand towards him — on 
a question put by the Judge, who reminded 
him that he had said that Mr. Hall did point 
but Isaac to him, and showed the manner m 
which it was done, the witness replied — that 
he was satisfied that he was mistaken, when 
he said that Mr. Hail pointed out the man to 
him when they -came into the court this morn-" 
ing. 

f cannot but observe here the confusion and 
errors which this witness fell into in the course 
of his examination, not with any intention, lo ' 
impute any improper design to him — I do 
not believe he had any, but to claim some in- 
dulgence for other witnesses who have been 
treated, for similar mistakes, with great sever- 
ity- — In the first place, as to time, this wit- 
ness thought that Isaac went away between 



rung away — 1 think he was something like 20 the years, 1817 and 1620, when this event 

years old — a stout youth — think he had a little happened in February, 1816 yet I do not 

mark oil his forehead, occasioned by a burn — doubt that Mr. Duval Spoke to the best of his 
scalded — have not seen him since until to- 1 recollection. In the second place he stated as 
day — I recognised him immediately— can't a fact thai base was advertised, and afterwards 
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lhal be only heard so— that Mrs. William* 
was liic person who had told him so— now, a* 
a very- superior degree of intelligence has been 
claimed for ihe witnesses of the claimant, and 
been the subject of high eulogy, one would 
suppose that they knew the difference between 
hearsay, and a fact within their own know- 
ledge, to which only they should testify. Out 
a more remarkable instance of confusion or 
inadv$rtencv in thifl witness is, that he said 
distinctly, thai on coming imo the court room, 
Mr. Hall pointed out the respondent to hint— 
he afterwards said he did not, but that he im- 
mediately said " there sits the man,"— and on 



nas been well established, and it would be 
hardly necessary to give any attention to the 
testimony produced on the part of the respon- 
dent. No one. however, of professional ex- 
perience in trials at law, who has had oppor- 
lunitie&of observing the errors which witnes- 
ses, of the best character, innocently fall into 
in delivering their testimony, not only of long 
past, but of recent transaction?, will be willing 
to Bay that any evidence, from whatever wit- 
ness it may come, may not be founded in 
some mistake. On the subject of the identity 
of persons, instances have occured of the roost 
surprising description. They have occurred 



iSE iTw StoTqS S to brute M*» welcome,,, 
he said Mr. llan"|Toinicd hiin out. I rceolled j Con.rovcr.ies have an.rn ahoutjhc property . 



no mistake so extraordinary as this in any 
other witness in the whole course of .bis 
examination— a fact Was distinctly stated to 
have happened but two or three hours before 
it was given in evidence, and then it ts w ith- 
drawn, the witness saying: he was mistaken 
when he stated it. Again (his witness was in 
a conversation, the evening before lie gave Ins 
evident*, with Mr. Hall and Albcrti, and he 
did not recollect what he said in this conver- 
sation— nor that he tedd them what he could 

prove. „ . , 

I most truly and seriously acquit this gentle- 
man of any improper motives or intention to 
state a falsehood, or conceal the truth ; he 
was evidently hurried and confused. But if 
this may happen to one of hi? standing and 
intelligence, it should not be visited too harsh- 
ly upon those who are his inferiors it. both, 
and whose inferiority has been pressed as a 
reason why their testimony should not be con- 
sidered of equal or of any weight. 

1 have ihus taken an ample review of the 
evidence by which Mrs. Ruth "Williams has 
supported her claim to the labor or service ol 
the person she has arretted and brought . before 
me, under the name of Isaac, or William 
Stansbury. If that evidence cannot be dis- 
proved, it cannot be denied that it is sufficient 
to overflowing, to establish her right. It is 
clear, positive and unhesitating, from witnesses 
of an undoubted character and intelligence, 
who cannot be suspected of any wilful misre- 
presentation, or any careless and culpable in- 
difference to the consequences of their testi- 
mony, to themselves and toothers. They 
have' spoken confidently, what they truly be- 
lieve, if ihtir testimony and if the fad, that is, 
of the identity Ct William Stansbury with Lbe 
boy Isaac, who ran away from Mrs. Yi ilhams 



of a horse* and numerous w itnesses, of unex- 
ceptionable character, have tei-lifird for the 
one" side and the oilier with equal positiveness. 
On one occasion, 1 think it was in Chester 
county — the horse was brought into the court 
room— was standing in the presence of the 
witnesses for their examination, when they 
crave their evidence, without producing ^ the 
feast change of belief in any one of thern. The 
counsel for the claimant, adverting to the re- 
spondent's witnesses reminded us, how often 
highwaymen have escaped by havinj their 
confederates ready to prove an atibi % by an 
arful narration of circumstances, all true ex- 
cept as to the time. On the other hand, we 
should also remember thelamentahle instances^ 
in which innocent persons have been convict-' 
ed and executed as highwaymen, on proof of 
identitv as positive as that we have in this 
case; not, I agree, with equal opportunities 
of knowledge, but with equal good faith in the 
witnesses. 

I well remember a remarkable case, tried in 
June, 1804, in New York, in which the un- 
certainly of evidence of identity was wonder- 
fully exemplified; I have since obtained a re- 
port of the trial. It was an indictment for 
bigamy against one Thomas Uoag, alias Joseph 
Parker. The question was whether the pri- 
soner was the person who, under the name of 
Thoims Uoag, had married one Cathanne 
Secor, four years before, having another wife," 
then dead. . He denied that he was the man, 
or that Thomas Uoag was his name — and in- 
sisted that lie was in name and fact. Joseph 
Pnrkcr— «hd that he was never married to 
Cathanne Secor. Numerous respectable wit- 
nesses, wholly disinterested, testified that the 
prisoner had lived and worked with them — 
that they knew him well— and that he was 
Thomas Uoag? Among the circumstances by 
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head, which the prisoner had. Benjamin Coe, 
one of ihe Judges of the county court, testified 
lli at I Jong had lived and worked wilh him, 
that lie had married hitin to Catharine Secor, 
and he was as much satisfied thai lie was 
ThoTnas Hoag, as thai lie (tlie witness) was 
Benjamin Coe. — Other witnesses swore lo his 
identity with equal positiveness. But, what 

13 more strange, Catharine Secor, the woman 
who W'as said to be his second wife, swore 
that she became acquainted with him in Sep- 
tember, 1800 — that he married her in Decem- 
ber 25th, of the same year; and lived wilh 
her (ill the latter end of March, 1801, when 
he left her. She said, "1 am as wpII con- 
vinced as I can he of any thing in the world, 
that the defendant now here, is the person 
who married me, by the name of Thomas 
Hoag." On the other side, witnesses equally 
respectable, swore with equal certainty, that 
the person was Joseph Parker — and they trac- 
er! their knowledge of him living in the city 
of New York from lime to time in the years 
1709, 1800, 1801, wilh circumstances that 
made it impossible that he could have been in 
the county of Rockland, where the marriage 
with Catharine Secor was solemnized, al the 
period of that marriage. So the question 
stood, and was thus finally decided, two of 
the witnesses, for the prosecution, testified, 
-that Thomas Hong had a scar under his foot, 
occasioned by his treading on a drawing knife, 
that the scar was easy to be seen. His feet 
were exposed to the Court and Jury, and no 
scar was ihe re — and there was an end of the 
question. The prisoner was really Joseph 
Parker, and was not Thomas Hoag. 

Bui does any body think of imputing the 
crime of perjury to the witnesses who swore 
positively as well ns circumstantially, without 
reservation, that he was Thomas Ilong. — By 
no means. Ii is then a mistake in the argu- 
ment to say that if upon the whole evidence 
of this ease the true or most probable conclu- 
sion should be, that the respondent is really 
William Stansbury, and not Mrs. Williams's 

14 Isaac," an imputation of perjury, or of any 
other legal or moral offence, will rest upon 
her witnesses. We may therefore go lo the 
examination of the evidence given on the part 
ot the respondent, without any frnr of talcing 
any thing, even bv suspicion, from the respec- 
table characters of the opposing witnesses. 

In order to overthrow or disprove the evi- 
dence of the claimant, it is necessary that the 
respondent's evidence should he more certain, 
more satisfactory, less liable lo mistakes that! 
Iters. If ihey are incompatible, as assuredly 
thr-y arr*. if they cannot both be true, then we 



must take that which can be most safely relit 5 
upon. — The object is lo reach the truilrof the 
case, through and by the evidence, and not 
to take any thing to be truth fiom any pre- 
judice or preconceived opinions ; nor from 
surmises and suspicions however strong they 
may be, and whatever disposition we nuy 
have to adopt the in. For every fact, lo which 
I give my belief, I must be able to say, here 
is ihe proof of it. 

As a preliminary remark to a review of the 
respondent's testimony, I will observe, that I 
have no faiih in any one's recollection of dates 
and time, if he has nothing by which he can. 
ascertain them, but I lie inert act of fits memory. 
On the other hand, if memory arts not upon 
the insulated point of lime, but upon certaia 
circumstances of a character to fix themselves 
on the memory, and the time of these circum- 
stances, are either of public and unquestion- 
able notoriety, or can be proved by credible 
written documents, then it is obvious that the 
evidence is not to limr but lo facts, and the 
lime is ascertained by the facts thus proved. 

Justice to the respondent requires of me, al- 
though at the expense of considerable labor, 
to give the same careful examination of his 
testimony that I have given lo that of the 
claimant. 

The first witness was William Butler^ 'He 
says he knew Stansbury about the year 1815; 
was in his company in New York. This is 
of little importance, for he mentions nothing 
by which this date is remembered, unless \% 
can be connected with the testimony of Capt. 
Whippey, so as to be corroborated by it. 

George Mel burn, swears that he knows 
Stansbury; has known him ever since the 
war, and knew him during the continuance of 
the war. This witness here refers to a cir- 
cumstance of public notoriety to fix the time 
of his acquaintance wilh Stansbury. He 
speaks of the building of the batteries on the 
west side of the Schuylkill fur defence against 
an expected attack by the British* He eaye 
lhat he and Stansbury went out together wilh 
the colored people to assist in thai work. He 
is certain they went together, and he knew 
him a year before thai — now it is a facl of 
general notoriety that the colored people did 
go out to work at these batlerics, and that this 
took place in the fall of ISM. If then it be 
true that the witness and the respondent went 
out together to this work, putting aside his 
declaration that he knew Sfanshury a year he- 
fore, ii is undeniable that he cannot be Mrs. 
Williams's boy Isaac, who did not leave her 
service until February, 181f»; that is, about 
thirteen months after the work alluded lo. 
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The witnessed* HuuUeissausluidSlansbury 'rcceiM m a book dated Dec. ... 1810 , ^ 
U ihcman : he was intimate uilll him S that ; inonlli'* rent ; another in June 18 . o he™ 
i s that he ditl noi Only »ce him on that area- , we re turned to ; he sa.J he moved there in he 
lipu, bU! knew Kin, peforeand after ; he says Ml of 1810, before the rece.pt ^^""^ 
he thinks that ho knew him to be employed he could not read ; he aaya that his sister 
in'£:i ns w ood o". ofboaw in 1811 oVb; Amy. the mother 

SSSfffi SSLRt* S? SBS^ &.Lry., unCe , he ..id Jo* f yjW 
,,:,v,.d no ottearinWof feelirtffi he gave a .he res pert the coo red people had for him, 
iimpte acconni of bis own history. |ihey were m the hab.t of calling htm soine- 

AbrahamDutton— -KoewStaiwhi>Ty25yfiar8 times "uncle Beck," ami smntM lines "father 



b«] ; he, the witness, Wot going in a sloop 



Beck ;" he is 65 or G6 years old. 



bfionng wood W the euy,and Staasbury was On cross examination he gave a particular 
ai The drawbridge throwing the wood out? he account of vhe family of his old master, Joseph 
filCB vhe lime lo be 2o year** because he lived Beck, of his own manumission and history ; 
at Mount Holly ; it is 27 years since he went] he eaid lie understood Stansbury lo eay that 
there, and he lived there seven yMi*, and aaw he came from the northward ; somewhere 
Stum-bury two years after he went there; he 'about New Bedford ; this may be connected 
knows from his marriage the Lime he went to with Cant. Whippoy's evidence ; he stated a 
Mount Holly. It will be 27 years next He- fact of much importance ; inat is, that during 
ermber since he was married." This is not the visit of his sister Amy here ten years ago, 
von' satisfactory as to the time of his first; a visit which continued for 1) or 10 months ; 
knowledge of Stao*bury»aUho\igh his wlcula- 1 he never saw her and Stansbury together; 
lions are pretty accurate, but the defect ie in this is incredible if she wns the mother of 
fixing by any circumstances ih-'t he did know Stansbury and Beck his uncle. 
SianaburV while he lived at .Mount Molly. — ; Unless this old man, to respectable in his 
If he is uul mistaken in that, all the rest proves appearance and demeanor, and unimpeached 
that he did know respondent seven years be-! by a whisper against Ins veracity or general 
fore Isaac left the service of .Airs. Williams. character, and contradicted by no one in the 
Ignatius Deck. This is a very important! particular facts he has narrated; unless the 
witness, and his testimony should be closely whole of his story is a false and foul fabrica- 
examined, for if he has not uttered the most linn, a series of corrupt perjuries, it is not 
broad and unsheltered falsehoods, Stansbury possible that William Stansbury is the run- 
cannot be the claimant's man Isaac. The away boy Isaac. • 
appearance of Beck, now fur advanced in life, | Jonathan Judas. lie also speaks of the 
with the proof of ii on his gray hairs, was building of the batteries over Schuylkill — he 
without exception becoming; nor did a very was active in gelling the colored people to go 
severe cross examination betray htm into any out and work — begot the names of those who 
impropriety or app'earance of feeling. lie is' agreed to go — among litem was that of Win. 
the brother of the mother of Isaac u ho ah- Siamcfeury — the witness wrote his name down 
pconded from Mrs. Williams J he bass worn] — this he says is the same person — he has been 
distinctly that he knew Stansbury in 1810 or acquainted with him from .that day to this — 
thereabouts; knew him before the war began; Stansbury went out with him— witness says 
is satisfied of it. He then mentions the cir-j he had the honor of being Captain that day — 
cumstances by which he fixes the lime of his. they met. 300 in number, in the State House 
knowledge; lie say* he moved out of 7ib ' Yard— Stansbury then appeared to be from 20 
street into St. Mary's street, which was in 1 to 22 years old— never talked with hhn about 
1810 ; that Stansbury, whom lie had seen be- the place he come from — witness was horn in 
fore, came end helped him lo unload his, 178 1. Is this all a fabrication? By what 
furniture, and he fiat known him ever since ; ! testimony, either to the fact* themselves or 
that is the man ; he had got him to haul wood; the credibility of the witness, is it proved to 
for him ; lie was away 2 or 3 years after he be so ? - 
got acquainted with him, but in 1827 he was] Henrietta fading— Knows Stansbury and 
here working along the wharves ; still wc have fir*t knew him i,<i 1812, as she believes, from 
nothing hut his memory* to fix the time of his a circumstance ihat occurred, which was the 
moving into St. Mary's street; he put this , wedding of Richard Paxson— which was in 
beyond a doubt by producing the receipts of April, 1813, end of his tiistcr which was on 
hiv landlord, Kuberl. Mercer, for real; Ihefir^t' the 1st of May following— she became ac- 
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qu aimed with Sia'nsbury the fall before these] lightish cast.^ The witness then mentioned 
weddings — has known him ever since. I do circumstances which was satisfactory toshotr 
not lay much stress on this witness, for al- that this Voyage was performed in the winter 
though it was proved by the records of the of 1S10. lie also said thai he had menliou- 
mccting that she was accurate as to the lime ed these circumstances to no one hi the prison* 
of the weddings — she has mentioned no cir- . Stansbury mentioned to him the year, tlie 
cumstance which has enabled her lo say that season of the year, and the name of the sloop 
it was the fall before these events that she and her master, all correctly. This is very 
knew Slansbury — it is mere memory of time ( powerful evidence, unless we may account 
unassisted by circumstances, or nearly so. for it by the supposition of the claimant's 
Amy Curry was brought here on my sng- counsel, that is*, that there is a colored man 
gestion — she is the mother of Isaac who ab- in the prison lo whom all this happened, and 
scorided from Mrs. Williams. I shall say that Ac made the^ commit mentions to Stanley, 
but little of her testimony, as she stood in a, to use them for himself. This is an ingenious 



must difficult situation, i f if lis is her son. She 
however clearly and distinctly asserted thai 
he is not. She' said, pointing to the respon- 
dent — /his is not Isaac, he is none of mine. 
She spoke of the mark as being on Isaac's 
S from those who said it was on 



check diflenn 



surmise, but where is the proof of it I If such 
was the belief of the counsel, it might have 
been at once verified by sending to the prison, 
or asking the question of the keeper of the 
prison, who was here in Court with his pri- 
soner. Why did he trust so important a mat- 
his forehead, ascitis man's is. Ii will be re-] ter to an argument,' w hen it was susceptible 
membercd that I asked this witness if she he- 1 of proof* 

longed to any religious society — she replied! One circumstance remains to be noticed, which 
she did — lo the Methodist. I then made a j has b*en vehemently pressed by ihe counsel for 
serious appeal lo her conscience and fears if the claimant. His certainly not without its lm- 
she -aid any thing untrue — reminding her parlance, although it is claiming too much for it 



that it v ould be no excuse for her that she 
did it to save her child ; she said she knew 
all this, and persisted in her story. If she 
has deceived us, she has deceived herself 
more fatally. 

On her cross examination she certainly fell 
into some contradictions, which may have 
their effect on her credit; but they were not 
more striking than those of Mr. Dennis Duval. 
I would shelter them both by the same man- 
tle of charily — she too was somewhat hurried 
and confused on her cross-examination. She 
also says that she did not see this man (Slans- 
bury) during her visit to her brother, J. 
Beck, ten years'ago. 



to say it is conclusive on the whole case. It is 
alleged lhat the respondent has not either at this 
hearing or to any of the witnesses, his friends and 
intimates, ever told who he is or where he came 
from. This is not strictly correct. Ignatius Beck 
testifies that he understood from Stansbury lhat he 
came from the northward, somewhere about New 
Bedford ; arid if he is the boy Capt. Whippey 
spoke of, Ihis is not improbable. It would have 
been more satisfactory to have had a belter ac- 
count of him; but his habitual silence on this 
Subject and the want of more proof in reUiion to 
it, is but a circumstance of suspicion, that he has 
or may have some reason for saying nothina about 
it; — still it is but a circumstance of suspicion. It 
cannot prevail against Hie mass of positive evi- 
dence he has brought to prove lhat whoever or 
whatever he may be, he is not the slave of Mrs. 



TheOttly refining wi.ncss is Capt, Whip- w^lS,^ iTS^ 



pey. He is confined in the debtor's apart 



cause he does not show* where lie comes from. 



meat, (from whence he was brought lo tesli- therefor? he ran away from Mrs. Williams ;— that 
fy) "where the respondent has also been kept, because he does not show who he is, therefore he 
After respondent had been there a day or 13 her boy Isaac. Unless we carry this circum- 



more, he asked me (says the witness) if I had 
any recollection of coming from Nantucket, 
in 1810 — his naming the sloop and the mas- 
ter's name, brought it to my recollection, that 
I was a passenger in her. lie told me he 
was a boy at the lime on board of her — I don't 
recollect any thing of this man — but there 
was a colored boy on hoard, who ran away 
from the vessel on otir arrival al New York — 
1 asked how he came to know inc — he said 



stance out to this conclusion, it cannot avail the 
claimant, whatever suspicion ii may throw on the 
respondent, What reasons he has for Ihis con- 
cealment I do not know; but I cannot say that 
ihey have any reference to the claim or ri^ht of 
Mrs. Williams. On the contrary they certainly 
cannot have any such reference, unless her wit- 
nesses have one and all sworn 'falsely. 

1 will put a familiar case: X man is charged 
With having stolen property — say a horse — in Ida 
possession. On the irial the prosecutor swears 
positively thai the horse is his anj was taken from 



lhat hearing my name mentioned in the pri- j him on a certain day. If the defendant proves by 
son, had led him to ask mnthe question — the j numerous witnesses, to the satisfaction of the 
boy, as far as I can recollect, w:is rather of a i^ourt, that he had ihe horse in his possession one 
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god him era tlnce.1* It any answer to *uch u - ^3 an d can only deliver an opinion cou- 



col tins tioml Is it not enough to show ihftlfl 
cannot bfc that w hich belonged lo (he prosecutor^ 
Td ihe witnesses of the claimant I can Freely 
MT-r--you have done no wrong— y©0 have honestly 
unified to an opinion— for it is only lo an opinion, 
which you truly and consciei.tiously believed; but 
you have been mistaken in a matter, on a ques- 
tion, as lo which many honest m< n have been 
mUttfeen before you; and if you should now be 
taupfied that you were mistaken, yon will rejoice 
hat it has done no wrong, Bui if I wtfi* t* qia* 



Burning it, they can only testify to reooHoctfon-- 
,o Memory-after a long lapse of tune; while the 
others speak of one they have seen constantly 
from time to time, for a longer period—who has 
never been out of their view foT any great length 
of lime: and of facts and circumstances, which 
jtuiBl he true or false. H would he a strange 
principle for a Court of Justice to adopt, In 
trials of this son, that no black witness is to bo 
h^liovrd— thai perjury must be presumed oi an 
of th. m. The whole examination then is a mere 



v mi are hrandi d and .. 

tWcre » nd " ,an - voionteewd by you in Mfl 
most unnecessary and wanton manner. ) ou were 
not railed upon to speak at all. H you knew no- 
ihinff of the case ; but if yon did speak, you were 
bound io tell ihe truth and th* whole truth by the 
most solemn obligation?. Dare J pronounce such 
a condemnation upon ihese people, umm peached 
by any attempt upon thtir general good character 
and veracity, or hy anything apparent in their 
conduct here io bring suspicion upon their evi- 
dence. In such a case, can I turn thero all oil as 



and I do not. If they have done so, be n on theu 
own consciences. T liave done my duty in gum? 
the weight to their testimony to which, in nYf 
iudement, it is entitled. I pretend not to look 
into ihe hearts of men— todiscover the deceit that 
may be hidden there nor do 1 incur any responsi- 
bility if 1 aru so deceived. m m 

| confess lhat during the examination and dis- 
cussion of the case, I have had, occasionally, 
doubts and misgivings aboui the truth ol it. J 
am not even now entirely without them. 



D I turn i tem all on as am noi even " " e rfi n e BM A 

confederates and conspirators with ^e respond^ | J^^^TM BTRettS 
to defraud the claimant of her p^WTtY, J I , Wfg%g tt whole evidence, and by 

am unable to lay my finger on_ a partjeft of J*- duty *j eslimale of il$ as lUe rules 

of evidence have prescribed for cases of contradic- . 
lory testimony ; and not to yield my Judgment* 
surmises and suspicions thai I cannot defend by 
iust conclusions from the whole testimony. 

In this case I must refuse the certificate applied 
for, and order William Stansburj to be discharged 
from the arrest. 



Hill UII4U1C IV i«J ">J ~-- — ~ ■ ., a f J 

deuce or Single circumstance to justify or defend 
such a course toward them. It may be well lor 
counsel— for 1 presume it was truly his opinion— 
lo dispose of all the testimony given for the re- 
spondent, by Charging it in mass, to be falsehood 
and penury-to have been fabricated .by confede- 
latere and conspirators. He may be satisfied with 
his opinion, that the object of Hit counsel of ihe 
respondent is not the truih; but to encourage the 
poor wretches, (as he designates the witnesses or 
the respondent,) who have come here in their per- 
juries: but as I have no such knowledge or 
opinion. I cannot f-nnd a decree upon ihem, nor in 
any. manner adopt them. Nor can I agree with 
the counsel, that it is enough to discredit Beck 
thai he is of the same race and color with the re- 
spondent. This would put Ihese people m a 
Strange and perilous condition. It would he 
enough to have a whi-e witness, however connect- 
ed With .he claimant by the lies of neighborhood, 

r,i«dsMp.o, biood; ^«^!tz:*Jz!:. 

a common fc 



For the National Reformer. 
TEMPERANCE EAT17 HOUSES. 

I have ever been at a loss distinguish the 
difference between temperi.nee eating houses 
an.l grog shops, at least in the manner they 
are kepi in this city, though anient spirits is 
not, or may not he sold in them. They are 
places of resort for many, as they say, to 
spend their evenings pleasantly, but in my 
ard interest to*** claims. |/ lim i,l e opinion of no advantage in the end. 
■ of this state, which lam bound to U | oc ,k vipon them as the openings through 
.1 • i ih,; hlnrk witnesses i? t \nm\ inln ill** TV.tUlS 01 



II v the law i 

a/minitler, in this respect, the black stresses which inan lU ] 13 nre lead ,„io the paths of 
tia,.d here as entirely competent « the while, end 
Iheir credit is lo be tried by Ihe same rales and 



1 am no more aulborwed to say. nor 
Disposed 10 say. .hat any witness for the retprm- 
de.'t is to he discredited because he is «r the same 
race ai:d color with the respondent, than I would 
be to discredit for the same reason a wimese for 
the tlelmant. Neither ihe law nor any sense of 
justice will warrant af.y ftich dlBCiimlnaUon. 
There i one broad line Of discrimination between 
lfa« wftnessea oY the claimant and the respondent. 



idleness and dissipation. Some may cay that 
th'r.y are not intemperate because they drink 
no ardent spirits ; to them I would reply, men 
can be intemperate, and at the same time not 
partake of thai soul -destroying poison; they 
ma y Suffer thrmselres lo he overtaken by 
vices, which at fiml appear to be nothmg^nore 
than innocent amusement, but in the end lead 
wholly to abandon themselves to the vile 
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affections, and pleasures of the heart. !t was 
said by Plato that temperance* was thr pillar 
of fortitude, the helmet and shield against 
Iuxuriousncss \ the keeper and guide of the 
eyes, the preserver of good will, the rasure of 
evil thought, tiff corrector of untamed desires, 
and an enemy to the disordered will of the soul; 
thai it shunnelh natural desires, Iiindereth dis- 
honest actions, hreedcth continency, mollifielh 
men's Iiearis, and givcth reason for a rule in 
all things. Il is a lamentable fact that many of 
onr most respectable young men, spend much 
of their valuable lime iiTsuch places as temper- 
ance eating houses, and too often in grog 
shops, would that they could be persuaded to 
abandon eucli a course, and he found more fre- 
quently in reading rooms, or :tl their own 
homes, employing their leisure hours in stor- 
ing the mind with useful knowledge, obtain- 
ing that food which will imbue the heart with 
honorable sentiments and virtuous resolves. 
Young men remember thai much depends on 
you, if you ever wish lo ascend a level with 
your fellow men, loose no time in idleness. 

Amana. 



For Ihc National RtToimer. 
THE PAINTER OF SEVILLE.* 

EV 51"$ AN WILSON. 

Twai morning in Seville ; nml brightly binm'd 
The early sunbeam in one chamber there, V 

Show ing where e"cr its glowing radiance gleam'd, 
htich, varied beauty. Twas die study where 

Murillo, the famed painter, came to share 

With young aspirants Ins long chcmhM art, — 

To prove how vain must be the teacher's care, 
Who strives his uuliouglit knowledge tn impart. 

The language of the soul, ihe feelings of the heart! 

The pupils came, ami glancing round, 
Menrlcz upon his c;tnvass found 
Not liis own work of j esterdaj*, 
Hut, gloving in the morning ray, 
A sketch so rich, so pure so bright. 
It ftlmou secmM that there were given 

To glow before bis sight, 

Tints -and expression uarm from heaven. 

Twas bait a skelch— the Virgin's head, — 
Vet « as unearthly beauty shed 
Upon the mildly beaming faces 

The Up, the eye. the flowing hair • 
Had separate, yet blended grace,— 

A poet's brightest dream was there ! 

Murillo cnier'd, and amazed, 
On the mysterious painting guard ; 
<* Whose work is this! — speak, tell me! — he 
Who lo his aid such power can call," 



' * «* Sebusimn Comcz, bitter known by the name of the 
Mulatto of Murillo, «U one or the most celebrated 
painters in Spain. There may yet be lecll in the churches' 
of Seville, the celchra'.ed jiicUirc uhiih he was found 
painting hy his Master j a St. Anne, and a holy .Inst-ph, 
which are eUromrlj* beautiful, and Others of the highest 
merit,*' The "incident related above, wcinTtd about the 
)carlG30. 



KxcImiuM the teacher eagerly, 

" Will yet be router of us all; 
" Would I had iloiie il !— Ferdinand ! 

Hturirz! Mendel! — say uhosehand 
Among ye all" — with half breath 'd R%hj 
Each pupil aiibwer'd — *• "Twas not l!"* 

*« I low ramc H IF ten r impatiently * 
Murillo tried, u but we shall see 
Y.rv lung inter this mystery, 
Sebastian!" 

At the summons came 
A bright eyed slave,- . 

Who trembled at the stern rebuke, 

- His master ga"ve. 

For, ordcrM in that room to sleep. 

And faithful guard oVr all lo keep, 

Murillo bade him now declare 
What rasli intruder had been there. 
And ilicraien'd (if he did not tell 
The truth at once,) the dungeon celt 

? Thmi answer st not!''' Murillo"said, 
(The boy had stood in speechless fear, J 

SjHhk, or"'— m last lir raised his head. 

And mnnnur'ii, « No one bus been here/* 

" Tis falbe Scbiutmn b«nt his knee, * 
And rl;<5p'd his bands imploringly 

And Said « 1 swear il! none but nve!"- 

'* Lists* said his master, " I would know 
"Who enters here, — there Iuitc In en found 
"Before, rotish sketches RtrtWE around. 

By whose bold hand, 'tis jours to show ; 

See that io-night strict watch j ou keep, 

Nor dare to close jour ej es in sleep. 
If on to-morrow morn you fail 
To answer what J ask, 
The lash shall force you — do you hear? 
Hence ! to your da'ily task. 
• ♦ • # * 

'Tu ns midnight in Seville ; and faintly shone 

From one small lump, a dim ut«cer'ain ray 
Within Murillo's study : — all were gone 

\V ho (here, in pleasant tasks, or converse gay, 
Passed cheerfully the morning hours awny. * 

Twas shadowy gloorn, and breathless silence, save- 
That to snd thoughts, and torturing fear a i>rey a 
One bright-eyed boy was there, — Murillo*s little slave. 

Almost a child, that boy had seen - 

Not thrice five summers yet f 
Bui genius markM the lofty brow, 

O'er which his locks of jet 
Profusely curled -, his cheek's dark hur, 
Proclaini'd the warm-blood flow inp through 
F.ach throbbing \ tin, a mingled tide. 
To Africa and Spain allied. 

" Alas ! what falc is mine ! M he Baid, 

"The lash, if 1 refuse to id] 
Who ftketch'il those fi»m es 3 -!_if I do, 

Perhaps c\n more, tin-dungeon rell!" 
He breathed a prayer to Heaven for aid, % 
It came! — for soon in slumber laid, 
He slept until the dawning day. 
Shed On his bumble couch its n*y. 

sleep no more," he cried, "and now, 
Three ElOura of freedom I may gain,. 

Before my master cOmes, for then 
I shall he hut n slave :■ ■ .in. 

Throe, Messed hours of frcedoun ! how 

Shall 1 cn»plov I hem — ah! eVn now 

The figure nti that c:tnvnss traced 

Must be, — yea, it mutt lietflaced." ' 



1 
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He seized a brush— the mowing lighl 
Ghvc to llie he»«l a soften M rIow j 

Gazing enrapture*] ™ Iheaight, 
I u- eri* d, *" SIvnH I efface ii ?— No • 

Thai breathing Bp *• lM beauimg 

EfTae* them f-l aouhl rather dte-lw 

The terror of the humble slave 

Gyve place 10 ihe oVrpo» 'ring flow 
Of ilw high feeling* Suture gave,— 

Which only ertcd spirit* Wnow ; 
He eoucVd ii»e bro« — the tip— l! 6f * cffl d 

Hi* pf.idt b iilvimc magic power, 
The »itlt .l-<-j-cr iVdin- U-amM,— 

SehiiMian ior~«n the hnarl 
Fn'iiui hw Bawjef jthc ibrc*^ 

Oi ntinWuuent Mill Imaging .o or pom* 
foe uuh mcli touch ne* beauties rael 

And mingled Ui ifc* f»cc before row. 

M length 'tw^s finished ;—i*ptnrou»lr 
J,,, p,^— CoVjiriOUglrt ninw! beauteous be - 
A*li»c absorbed, cMi-anced 
Then started ; — l^rror tUaVa lui Wood - 
]1U master, ami the pupils all • 

.Were there e'en »t bis side* 
The terror stricken slave *'as mute, — * 

MercV would bo denied, 
E'en could lie a*fc it ;— m he nVemrt, 
Attd Uie|iour boy ball" lileless seemd. 

Speechless, beivililer'd,— for a space, 
Thev gazed upon U*l if rieet 

Each * iih hii artist's joy ; 
At )eri£lh Murillo silence broke. 
And uitli lifiected sternness apuke 
*« Who \s\onr mflster, boy f * 
"You, senior!" said ihe trembling slave, 
« K*V. WbOj I mean, instruction gave 

Before thai Virgin's head >ou drew f — 

Again lie aw» ered, ••only you. 

"fcave *ou not* !" Murillo cued,— 
*But 1 have beWtV l«« boy replied, 

*» Whit vou to others said." 
« And more than heard," in kinder tone, 

The painter ttid* " 6,,0 * a 
Thai you have profiled. 

«» What," (to bis pupW) " U n ' s mced ? 

Kc*ard or punishment?" 

u Be«*«rd« regard !»" they warmly ened, 

(Sebasliar/s ear was lent 
Tocatdl the sounds he scarce behaved, 
But » Ml imploring loot received.) 

«• What shall it be ?" u\ey *poke of gold, ' 

Anil of a splendid drew, 
Dot s^ill unnioved Sebastian stood, 

Silent and raotioulcsa. 

" Spes.k l 1 " nld Murillo. kindly, <■ chooac 
f \o«ir own reward, ul.^t shall it be i 
Kame whm you with, I'll i-ot refuse, 
ITwii »prtk «l once, ind IvarU-ssi). 

"OUT if 1 Si baMtuii knelt 

And fi ' jingi I"' conhl not coi.tiol, 

f Bui f'/ar'd to ulter fftU ,, » "») 

With ttiong emotion shook Ins soul. 

!» hit master M $ fnd ewh 
FxMfU in kind, half wfcfeper d ificccbp 
To uwth h'rt oetrpdw'Htig dread. 
He acareely hetira, 'till some one laid 
" Sebaainin a»k t \ou ba*« ; our ri.oke, 

Atk for ) mr fntdm /' — At the »ord 
Hie luppfiaiit ttrove lo raise U\i voieey-- 



At first hut stifled nbi Were heard* 
And then liis prayer —brraiheil fervently ,- 
« Oft ! master, make my father fret ! 1 



"Him and tltysejf! roy noble hoy,' 

Warmly tfte painter Cried,-- 
liaising Sebustiati from his feel, 

lie nrett'd him to his side. * 
« Thy laleuts rare, and filial k>ve» 

K en more hn<"e fwrly won; 
Still be tlwu minebv other boirfls. 

My p«pU»aiid my aou." 

Murillo knew, e'en »h*-n ihe »orna 
Of p-it'ro">» le» Iins gaaaM his lips, 

Sefctsliaii'i Dilntts kwhi must lea<J 
To fame ll»l would t>U o»n eclipse. 

And couatanttO h"» purpoae still. 

He joy M t? se^ h'* pjupli p«*' n 
Hi n. alb hi* care such nuichtesaskffl, _ 
As inndc liis naiue the pride of Spain. 



ST. DOMINGO. 

We copy Ihe following statement from the 
weighmasicr of ihe Tort of Philadelphia ; — 
"There have been imported into ihe city 
during the year 1838, twelve thousand five 
hundred and seventy eight bags of coffee from 
Si. Domingo.' 1 — Why nol recognise the in- 
dependence "of Hayli T 
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TO OUK CITY READERS. 
A sense of duty compels us to undeceive 
our readers, respecting the misreprcscnta lions 
that have been circulated throughout the city 
concerning our remarks in the 5th number, 
under the head of "Philadelphia Library Com- 
pany," ic, where we incidentally discussed 
the merits of a resolution passed by the "vestry 
of St. Thomas Church." A very prominent 
member of said church expressed his reluc- 
tance to extend to us the hand of friendship, 
because, to use his own language, " we had 
become such a tool as a against a church. 

We denied the assertion thai we had written 
a single line against St. Thomas Church, and 
told him plainly, if wc had made a single false 
statement, respecting the M act of the vestry M 
our columns were open for correction. To 
this he replied in substance "that they con- 
sidered the remarks beneath their notice." 
Therefore, according to his representation, they 
did not feel sufficient interest for the church 
protect it from misrepresentation. We 
ixpress no opinion as to the motives, and in- 
ntions, of those that have given this crronc- 
us interpretation of our views, but we do not 
hesitate to state that they well knew their 
effect would be to direct an influence against 
the circulation of our paper. We will explode 
every "false issue" that may be brought 
against us, and when wc cannot withstand the 
"battlements of error" wcwill "cast anchor, 
and furl our banners." AVe therefore defy 
any candid and intelligent reader to point out 
a single sentence in those remarks where wc 
have assailed St. Thomas Church. It was 
the act of the M vestry " that we repudiated. 
We distinctly slated that the minority of the 
vestry, and a majority of the congregation 
were opposed to the proceedings of the vestry, 
and that their decision formed no part of the 
ecclesiastical proceedings of the church. The 

press can never be faithful to its office while it 
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is awed by power, and sundy wc have a right 
to cxprrss our opinions of the arts of corpo- 
rate bodies without being charged with an 
attempt to ivjvre. the church. 

Let the fact be once established that public 
men are to remain secure from public censure* 
and their constitutions and charters will be 
but safeguards to obstruct the progress of 
knowledge and the spirit of freedom. 



CONTROVERSIES. 

There is, we consider, a very improper deli- 
cacy manifested by many of our most gifted 
writers, concerning the propriety of being en- 
gaged in controversy with persons of their 
"own complexion." The reason that is often 
assigned against such a course is " that the 
peculiar situation of our people forbid it, and 
dial it is impolitic that we should be divided 
in sentiment with regard to the means of our 
elevation, while we are so oppressed." From 
this doctrine wc wholly dissent. Our silence' 
on vital subjects relating to our welfare, will 
tiot create in us an unity of sentiment. The* 
noble attributes of mind that wc have received 
from our Creator, though immured in silence, 
will be constantly pressing forward and in- 
vestigating the subject of our condition, in 
order that some new pathway may be discov- 
ered to procure our final deliverance ? Then, 
why not put our thoughts into action, so that 
by comparing our ideas, we may assist each 
other in arriving at the desired object. If our 
VK5W8 are irreconcilable with the views of 
others, let them come forward and correct 
them. In the conflict of mind with mibd, 
much valuable light may be disseminated, and 
truth be established. If controversies arise 
on important subjects connected with our com- 
mon welfare, and arc conducted on honora- 
ble principles, wo can never bo degraded by 
their operation. The true means, or method 
that will lead unerringly lo our elevation, is 
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a subject of eullicicnl magnitude to fire the 
bosom or the most exalted patriot,— employ 
the loftiest intellect, ami inspire the noblest 



(domestic slavery,) been pierced by free #** 
emotion, until like Protcm it has assumed all 
forms, and like the chnmrlcmu nil colors. 



K o„iu«,- a& d it is a suhjoet that embraees a is a mooter of hideous «, and 
Ley about Which the mo* ho,,est ^Unj*. 



may differ. 

■\Ye asscrl thai llie principle is wrong that 
asserts that colored men may not bo engaged 
in conlrovcrsy with each other, without injur- 
ing their cause. So for as it fixes any thing, 
it asserts that we should remain silent and 
dumb in our present degradation. 

If we may not be disputants about theo- 
ries, then while men may also remain si- 
lent from the operation of the same princi- 
ple. 

What has kindled into a blaze that thirst lor 
human improvement that has been the pride 
-and glory of the last century, but free dis- 
cussion ? 

What has produced the great revolution in 
"the republic of letters and moral science, that 
are spreading their sunbeams through every 
valley, and illumining every continent, but 
free discussion 1 

And what has set in motion the mighty 
torrent of internal improvement thai is now 
displacing the " organic structure ol nature,' 
by uprooting our mountains, and filling our 
vallies, until by the application of steam, the 
iooi-prinu of the ancients appear to have de- 
parted,— time received a new impetus, and 
space overcome.-while continents seem to 
be but peninsulas, and oceans but rivers, but 
free and unfettered discussion? Nor has 
its enervating influence been less effective in 
the moral than the physical world. Free 
discussion is the grand lever of tins ege-lho 
great moral engine, that is conveying mes- 
sages of light into the mountains of error, ig- 
norance and vice, throughout the globe, while 
tyranny and despotism shrink from its ap- 
proach as from the glance of destiny. And 
has not free discussion conducted the moral 
reformation in our own country until Ae 
tyrani Intemperance has already bowed his 
haughty head in submission to the supreme 
Will of a virtuous public sentiment? And 
lastly, has not the dragon heart of the beast 



valley, ami watered from every brook, and 
contains in ils veins the blood of nalions! yet 
those veins have been pricked, and blood- 
sprinkled garments arc to be found throughout » 
the land. 

It bas a heart in proportion to its size, and 
it is m made of flesh," and independent of its 
huge ribs, its body is enveloped in a coal of 
f $ (legislative enactments,) to render it im- 
rcetrable. Yet the beast bas been wounded 
m ils own stable,— i\xe sword of truth pene- 
trated through the outer network and scraped 
the heart,— the beast sickened, and madesueh 
convulsive throes, that it shook this nation to 
the centre. And if yon will suffer us, what 
ruthless hand aimed at his destruction 1 We 
wi'l tell you that it was/rec discussion. He 
was taken and tried for the commission of the 
deed, by the popular House of the American 
Congress, and condemned to eternal silence. 

Now, Wfm discussion is capable of effect- 
ing so much good, why not let us use it, that 
we may transform our condition? Can we 
expect to achieve our improvement by silence 
with regard to the means of our elevation? 
Certainly not! It is absurd and foolish to 
indulge in such a vain hope. Let us use those 
formidable weapons that are conquering all 
other obstacles to human advancement, and 
uprooting every despotism 1 Let us freely 
discuss the measures and duty that should 
command our attention, and press them for- 
ward to perfection. Let us never be deterred 
by the complexion of an opponent. If we 
have a Tope, lei us have a Galileo. The great 
contests between the intellectual giants in the 
American Senate never detracted from the 
nation's character at home, nor injured her 
fame abroad. Neither will our character or in- 
terests suffer from our freely canvassing such 
topics as relate to our future welfare. With 
us the complexion of an opponent becomes 
absorbed in the dignity of his nature. It is 
the sentiments he utters that should engage 



tllR national r.KFon^ir.n. 



00 



^attention, not the livery in ivhieh nature tip their «r«h^^^ 

their pestilential atmosphere, while pod*, ora- 



has clothed him. 

We hone that ghostly, silly, sickly excuse tors, andstatcsmenhnve re-cehocdlhe.houl.nna 
about color will be repudiated, and that those the very hilt* anddales ring with their deafening 
that have thoughts to give will bestow them applaudits of the heaven-daring scheme, *or 

are these all; time would fail us to enumerate 
the medley group of spirits that have been 
baptized in the pool of colonization. Some 
have threatened us with the scourge, while 
others have applied persecution. Some have 
predicted our extermination, while others have 
sung our funeral requiem. We hearJ it all 



to the public for our general good. Every 
noble effort to establish a grand principle, wilt 
not only enlist the attention of the commu- 
nity, but will elevate our general character^ 
• . . . 

AFRICAN COLONIZATION. 
This is a subject that awakens in our bosom 
eych feelings 



duvm lovisiiga of abhorrence that we are and lamented over it. But it has not eradnrat- 
B«!dom prepared cither lo speak or write upon ed a single cord or our attachment lo our native 
U with that dignified calmness that sober! land. Every muscle and fibre inhales fresh 
reason inculcates. If the recent remonstrances vigor, like the cloud before the impending 
of our brethren in Boston, New York, and storm. There is no human power that can 
Philadelphia have not religiously, morally, destroy it. Light from heaven illuminates, 
and politically annihilated its professed claims animates, and quickens it. It was implanted 
on the benevolence and philanthropy of the in our hearts by our Creator, and became m- 
Amcrican people, it is because language has tecwoven in our affections, in the construe- 
been too feeble to perform its legitimate office, | lion of our natures, and can only become 
while truth has been crucified on the mountain extinct by the termination of our earthly 
of error, "amid ".e splendor its magnificence existence. We have appealed again and again, 
had attracted." Therefore we b but little from the decision of the friends of African 
to add. As a people we have prat,*, ed the 1 Colonization, and they have not hearkened. 



spirit of forbearance until it has ceased to be 
a virtue. The spirit of African Colonization 
is the spirit of aggression; directed against the 
foundation principle on which rests all our 
natural and inherent rights. We, therefore, 
ought to resisi it boldly, not only in its in 
: cipienl stage, but throughout its various trans- 
formations, with all the powers we have re- 
1 ceived from nature's God* Our birthright 
claims on American soil lower above the laws 
of naturalization. Its supporters have resort- 
I ed lo every subterfuge to decoy the univanj, 
' and iutrap the thoughtless. Every code, 
i human and divine, has been ransacked to 
' prove that we are aliens, to no purpose. 
; The authority or principle that could rescind 
our native claims would depopulate our coun- 
try, transplant our native hills — eject the solid 
rocks, and disinherit our « cloud-capt moun- 
tains." A glossary religion — amoral perfidy, 
I and a chimerical philosophy have mingled 
their not less hateful emotions, with pity and 



We have protested, limes without number, in 
private and public, and in our primary assem- 
blies, and they have been deaf to our remon- 
strance. We now address you once more, 
and make known to you that our purposes 

are fixed, that our determinations that were 

formed from the beginning are strengthened by 
lime, and will remain unalterable. It is this, 
thai "come what may 10 our persons," we 
feel bound under a solemn sense of duty to 
our God,— to' ourselves, and to our suffering 
brethren in bonds to abide the issue, in our 
native land. We know you propose to banish 
us only " with our consent/' We, therefore, 
feel bound to inform you, that that "consent" 
cannot be obtained. In«oHcitingrour»con*cni M 
you ask for the sacrifice of a boon that ought 
never to be granted. It is no less than the 
sacrifice of our natural, national, and endear- 
ing attachments,— the sacrifice of a whole 
people on the altar of a hateful and » doubt- 
ful policy," to gratify your own ambition; 



coniempiforoiirprcsenicondition.andhavesct land administer a balm to your sinful and in- 
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veto rate prejudices. Therefore, whatever wo I the machinations of our enemies with con- 
may have to bestow, shall he given wilh. tcm I >l ! *«n too, our influence will be fell; 

and will tin more towards breaking down pre 



grateful hearts, a free oblation on llie attar of 
patriotism, for our country's good, the na- 
tion^ honor, and the people's! welfare. We 
kindly beseech you once more, if you love 
the spirit of liberty, and the free enjoyment 
of opinion for yourselves, leave us, free, to the 
possession of the same inestimable blessing. 



THE SPIRIT of COLONIZATION IN OHIO. 

We copy from the 14 Colored American" 
an extract from an address published ill the 
" Cleveland Observer," said to have emanated 
from our brethren in Ohio. We will not 
vouch for its authenticity. The general tenor 
of the address is such, as might enlist the feel- 
ings of the unguarded. Wilh Lis general im- 
port we doubt not but many of our people 
would be highly pleased. If we judge from 
the closing paragraph, we believe the object 
of its author was deception. There may be 
some fretful minds among us that would be 
ready to yield to a system of domestic colo- 
nization, but wchope they arc few. We have 
read in the various effusions of the Pittsburgh 
Correspondent of the 14 Colored American" 
similar sentiments. And we arc much disap- 
pointed if even the obnoxious sentiments con- 
tained in the following paragraph docs not 
meet with a hearty response in his own bosom. 

M Now then, it devolves upon us to make 
every effort in our power to obtain education; 
H is a duly wc owe unto the memory of our 
ancestors, a duty wc owe unto ourselves*, lo 
our posterity, and lo our God ; and to dis- 
charge this duly we must act wilh union, 
energy and perseverance, we most concentrate 
ourselves together as much as possible. There- 
fore we would propose to the colored people 
of the United Stales to form themselves into 
a settlement in the United Stales, or on its 
borders, for these reasons: Tn our present 
condition, scattered around as we are through 
the country, we arc incapable of acting either 
with union or energy ; we are considered as 
an inferior race, our influence is not felt, and 
from present appearances we haveevery reason 



judiee in ten years, than the united efforts of 

all the philanthropists in the United States 

would in one hundred years." 

The following article is from the work on 
the Condition of Slaves/' now being pub- 
lished by the American Anti-Slavery Society, 
14 Oh ! slavery thou art a bitter, oilier pill." 

Narrative and testimony of 
Sarah m. gimmick. 

Miss Grimke was a daughter of the late 
Judge Grimke*, of the Supreme Court of South 
Carolina, and sister of the late lion. Thomas 
S. Critnkc*. 

As I left my native state on account of sla- 
very, and deserted the home of my fathers to 
escape the sound of the lash and the shrieks 
of tortured victims, I would gladly bury in 
oblivion tiie recollection of those scenes wilh 
which I have been familiar ; but this may not r 
cannot be ; they come over my memory like 
gory spectres, And implore me with resistless 
power, in the name of a God of mercy, in the 
name of a crucified Saviour, in the name of 
humanity ; for the sake of llie slaveholder, as 
well as the slaves, to bear witness lo the hor- 
rors of the southern prison house. I feel im- 
pelled by a sacred sense of duty, by my obli- 
gations to my country, by sympathy for the 
bleeding victims of tyranny and lust, lo give 
my testimony respecting the system of Ameri- 
can slavery, — lo detail a few facts, most of 
which came under my personal observation. 
And here I may premise, that the actors in 
these tragedies were all men and women of 
the highest respectability, and of the first 
families of South Carolina, and. wilh one ex- 
ception, citizens of Charleston; and that 
their cruellies did not in the slightest degree 



affect (heir standing in society. 

A handsome mulatto woman, about IS or 
20 years of age, whose independent spirit 
could not brook the degradation of slavery, 
was in the habit of running away; for this 
offence she had been repeatedly sent by her 
master and mistress lo be whipped by the 
keeper of the Charleston workhouse. This 
had been done wilh such inhuman severity, 
as to lacerate her back in the most shocking 
manner; a finger could not bo laid between 
the cuts. But the love of liberty was too 
to believe that wc shall be forced ofl to Atrica; strong lo be annihilated by torture ; and, as a 



and in our present condition, we are unable 
to make any resistance; but let us all be unit- 
ed in one body, and then we may look upon 



last resort, she was whipped at several dif- 
ferent limes, and kept a close prisoner. A 
heavy iron collar, with three long prongs pro- 
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jeeting from it, was placed round her neck, 
{ strong and sound front tooth wns extracted 
„> serve as a mark to describe h. r, ... ruac of 
escape. Her suffering* tt tbw time wc . 
L.nizin"; alio Wttkl He ... no position but 
on her back, which was sore from scourgmg*. 
as I can testify, from personal inspection, anil 
her only pi ace of rest was ll.e floor. M l 
blanket. These outrages were committed in 
a family where ll.c mistress daily read t'"- 
scriptures, and assembled her children Tor 
family worship. She was accounted, and was 
really, so far as alms-giving was concerned, a 
charitable woman, and tender hearted to Hie 
poor; and yet this suffering slave, who vu 
the seamstress of the family, wus coiil.nmdly 
in her presence, sitting in her chamber to sew, 
or enured in her oilier household work, with 
her Uceraled and bleeding back, her mutilat- 
ed mouth, and heavy iron collar, without, so 
far as appeared, exciting any feelings of coni- 

paS ^'u^ h iy intelligent slave, who panted after 
freedom will, ceaseless longings, made many 
attempts to get possession ol h.ms.-ir. l or 
every offence he was punished with extreme 
severity. At one time he was t.ed up by ins 
hands to a tree, and whipped until his back 
was one gore of blood. To this terr.bb in- 
fliction he was subjected at in'. . for seve- 
ral weeks, and kept heavily irone,. while at 
his work. His master one day aceused him 
of a fault, in the usual terms dictated by pas- 
sion and arbitrary power ; the man protested 
I his innocence, but was not credited. IK- 
again repelled the charge with honest indigna- 
tion. His master's temper rose almost to 
frenzy ; and seizing a fork, he made a deadly 
plunge at the breast of the slave. The man 
bein- far superior in strength, caug .this. arm. 
and dashed the weapon on the floor. 

• * * .1. J t . . ■ I I . j i 111 1 ! 



hair, nam rally ihick and black, bad become 
red and scanty; an SofalliWe sigo^f/bng.con- 
tiuued living on bad and insufficient Food. 
Stripe*, imprisonment, and tlic knawings of 
hunaen had broken hia lofty spirit for a sea- 
son ; and. to use hia master's own exulting 
expression, ho was "a* humble as a dog. 
After a time he made another attempt loea- 
capc, andwan.ahbcnl so Ion-, that a reward 
was offered for him, dead or uhve. He 
eluded every attempt to take him. and his 
master, despairing of ever getting him again, 
offered to pardon him if he WOU.W return home. 
It is always understood thai such intelligence 
will reach the runaway; and accordingly, at 
the entreaties of his wile and mother, the 
fugitive once more consented to roturn to his 
bitter bondage. I believe this was the last 
effort to obtain his liberty. His heart became 
touched with the power of the gospel j and 
the spirit which no infliction could subdue, 
bowed at die cross of Jesus, and with the Ian- 
gaacre on his lips—" the cup that my Father 
hath given me, shall I not drink it? 1 submit- 
ted to the yoke of the oppressor, and wore hie 
chains in unmurmuring patience till death re- 
leased him. The master who perpetrated 
these wrongs upon his slave, was one of the 
most influential and honored citizens of South 
Carolina, and to his equals was bland, and 
courteous, and benevolent even to a proverb. 

A slave who had been separated from his 
wife, because il best suited the convenience 
of his owner, ran away. He was taken up 
on the plantation where his wife, 1? whom he 
was tenderly attached, then lived. His only 
object in running away was lo return to h*r— 
„o other fault was attributed to him. For 
this Offence lie was confined in the siock* stx 
weeks* in a miserable hovel, not weathcr-u^ht. 
He received fifty lashes weekly during that 



,„d dashed the , eapon o n c Moor, r » ^ ^ ^ ^ 

master grasped at hl» •^ft^£"Jg" lZ^i a him. and when rclo.ised from confine, 
engaged himself, and rushed from he a par • illeil ,„ { , unn l0 hl8flife . 

meat. Having made hi, escape, he t ed o a |£ough himself a husband and a 

the woods; and ><«<™^ b ^ a „d ' LT, -3 n.unoved by the touching appeal, 

many months. ^m^^SSSi - ' of he .lave, who entreated that he might only 
enduring e very harfcl I jn as . , ^ whh Wg wlfe , promLsin , r lo discharge 

manner, and confined in a eel so loathsome. r , , membership will, the 

that when his master visited him. lie said t ie jQ^ftgHSS^ 0ceB £ed when 
.tench was enough to knock a jhWJfc ^ ^ ^ ^ ilurjng his 

The filth had never been removed lr ° 111 1 . ,j ne , 3 

apartment since the poor en^M Jeep unisiiiiienl dreaded more by the slaves 

in.mi.red in it. Although a Mack , , v hipnin", unless it is unusually severe, 

had been the f^^Stl^SSSSi ' to**W3*«! invented by a female nc- 
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her say so with much satisfaction . It is 
standing on one fool and holding the otticr in 
the hand. Afterwards it was improved apon, 
ami a strap was contrived to fasten around the 
ancle, and pass around the neck ; so lhat the 
least weight of the fool resting on the strap 
would choke the person. The pain occasion- 
cd by this unnatural position was great; and 
when continued, as it sometimes was, for an 
hour or more, produced intense agony. 1 
beard this same woman say, lhat she had t lie 



1 was Visiting, I happened one day, in my 
' rambles, to step into a ne^ro cabin ; my com- 
passion was instantly called forth by the ob- 
ject which presented itself. A slave, whose 
head was white' with ago, was iVing in one 
corner of the hovel ; he had under his head 
a few filthy rags, but the boards were hi--* only 
bed ; it was the depth of winter, and the wind 
wliis lied through every part of the dilapidated 
building — he opened his languid eyes when I 
spoke, and in reply to my question; *' What 



ears of her wailing maid *IH for some petty is the matter ?" he said, 11 1 am dying of a 
theft. This she told me in the prescnee of cancer in my side."— As he removed the rags 
the girl, who was standing in the room. She which covered the sore, I found that u extend- 
often had the helpless victims of her cruelty 
severely whipped, not scrupling herself to 
wield the instrument of torture, and with Iter 
own baud inflict severe chastisement. Her 



cd hnlf-roumMhc body, and was shockingly 
neglected. I inquired if he had any nurse. 
»« No, liussey," was his answer, " butde peo- 
ple (the slaves) very kind to me, dey oftea 
husband was less inhuman than his wife, but [ steal time to run and see me and fetch me some 
he was often goaded on by her to acts of great ting to eat ; if they did not, I might starve, 
severity. In his last illness I was sent for, ' The master and mistress of this man, who had 
and watched beside his death couch. The ' been worn out in their setyice, were remarka- 
girl on whom he had so often inflicted punish- hie for their intelligence, and their hospitality 
ment, haunted his dying hours ; and when at knew no bounds towards those who were of 
length the king of terrors approached, he ; their own grade in society: the master had 
shrieked in utter agony of spirit, " oh, the j for some lime held the highest military office 
blackness of darkness, the black imps, I can in North Carolina, and not long previous to 

the time of which I speak, was the Governor 
of the State. 

On a plantation in South Carolina, I wit- 
nessed a similar case of suffering— an aged 
woman suffering under an incurable disease in 



see them all around me — take them away ! 
and amid such exclamations he expired. 
These persons were of one of the Crsl families 

in Charleston. 

A friend of mine, in whose veracity I have 



entire confidence, told me that about two the same miserably neglected situation. The 
years a>'o, a woman in Charleston with whom 14 owner" of this slave was proverbially kind 



I was WfM Acquainted, had starved a female' to her negroes ; so much so, that the planters 
slave to death. She was confined in a solitary ' in the neighborhood said she spoiled them, 
apartment, kepi constantly tied and condemn- 
ed to the slow and horrible death of starva- 
tion. This woman was Notoriously cruel. 
To those who have read the narrative of 
~~ lames Williams I need only say, that the 
character of young Larrimore's wife is an 
exact description of this female tyrant, whose 
countenance was ever dressed in smiles when 
in live presence of strangers, but whose heart 
was as the nether millstone toward her slaves. 

As 1 was travelling in the lower country in 
South Carolina, a number of years since, my 
attention was suddenly arrested by an excla- 
mation of horror from the coachman, who 
called out, 11 look there, Miss Sarah, don't you 



and set a bait example which might produce 
discontent among the surrounding slaves ; yet 
I have seen this woman tremble with rage, 
when her slaves displeased her, and heard 
her use language to them which could only be 
expected from an inmate of Bridewell; ami 
have known her in a gust of passion send a 
favorite slave lo the workhouse to be severely 
whipped. 

Another fact occurs to me. A young woman 
about eighteen, stated some circumstances 
relative to her young master, which were 
thought derogatory to his character ; whether 
true°or false, I am unable to say; she was 
threatened with punishment, but persisted in 
aflirming that she had only spoken the truth. 
Findin-e her incorrigible, it was concluded to 



see," — I looked in the direction he pointed, 
and saw a human head stuck up on a high 
pole. On inquiry, I found lhat a runaway send her to the Charleston workhouse and 
slave, who was outlawed, had been shot there,' have her whipt; she pleaded in vain for a 
his head severed from his body, and -put upon commutation of her sentence, nolso much be- 
the public highway, as a terror to deter slaves cause she dreaded the actual suffering, as 



from running awav. 



because her delicate mink shrunk from the 



Oa a plantation in North Carolina, where shocking exposure of her person to the eyes 
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of brutal ami licentious men ; she declared to 
mo that dcatli would be preferable ; but bee 
entreaties were vain, and as there was no 
means of escaping but by running a way, she 
resorted to it ns a desperate remedy, f<ir her 
timid nature never could have braved the pe- 
rils necessarily encountered by fugitive slaves, 
had not her mind been thrown into a stall of 
despair. — She was apprehended after a few 
weeks, by two slave-cutchers, in a deserted 
house, and as it was late in the evening tlicy 
concluded to spend the night there. What 
inhuman treatment she received from them 
has never been revealed. They lied her with 
cords to their bodies, and supposing tbey had 
secured their victim, soon Tell into a deep 
sleep, probably rendered more profound by 
intoxication and fatigue ; but the miserable 
captive slumbered not; by some means she 
disengaged herself from her bonds, and again 
lied through the lone wilderness. After a few 
days she was discovered in a wretched hut, 
which seemed to have been long uninhabited ; 
she was speechless; a raging fever consumed 
her vitals, and when a physician saw her, he 
said she was dying of a disease brought on 
by over fatigue ; her mother was permitted to 
visit her, but ere she readied her, the damps 
of death stood upon Iter brow, and she had 
only the sad consolation of looking on the 
death-struck form and convulsive agonies of 
her child. 

A beloved friend in South Carolina, the 
wife of a slaveholder, with whom I often 
mingled my tears, when helpless and hopeless 
we deplored together the horrors of slavery, 
related to nic some years siHce the following 
circumstance. 

On the plantation adjoining her husband's, 
there was a slave of pre-eminent piety. His 
master was not a professor of religion, but the 
superior execllcnee of this disciple of Christ 
was not unmarked by him, and I believe he 
was so sensible of the good influence of hip 
piety that he did not deprive him of the few 
religious privileges within his reach. A plant- 
er was one day dining with the owner of this 
slave, and in the course of conversation ob- 
served, that all profession of religion among 
slaves was mere hypocrisy. The other as- 
serted a contrary opinion, adding, I have a 
slave who I believe would rather die than deny 
his Saviour. This was ridiculed, and the mas- 
ter urged to prove the assertion. lie accord- 
ingly sent for this man of God, and perempto- 
rily ordered him to deny his belief in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, The elave pleaded to be excus- 
ed, constantly ailirming that he would rather 
die than deny the Redeemer, whose blood 



was shed l*<>r him. His master, after vainly 
trying <o induce obedience by threats, had him 
terribly whipped. The fottilnde of the suf- 
ferer was not to be .shaken ; he nobly rejected 
the oll'er of exemption from further chastise- 
ment at the expense of destroying bin soul, 
and this blessed martyr died hi conaerjutnet 
of iliitt severe infliction. Oh, how bright a 
gem will this victim of irresponsible power 
be, irt that crown which sparkles on the Ue- 
dceiner's brow ; and thai many euch will clus- 
ter there, 1 have not the shadow of a doubt. 
Fort Lee, Bergen Co., (jV. J.,) Third mo. 26//*. 

Sarah M. Gpjmke. 

Wc i immrml the following communica- 
tion to iiiQ attention of our readers, both for 
its enlarged spirit, and pacific character. We 
have been accustomed to hear objections stat- 
ed against our 11 banner, 1 ' because it was too 
broad, but our^ correspondent not only un- 
braces it as a whole, but requests that wo 
append to il the " Heaven derived cause of 
peace." We will append a few notes by 
way of explanation as respects the action of 
our society. We hope TV S. C. will often 
contribute to our columns, and also feel the 
nccesssity of joining our society, so that he 
may be able to further the cause he has so 
much at heart. 

For Ifcfl Vationftl Tlcfurmcr. 

Being somewhat interested in the cause 
of truth and humanity, and connected with 
two of those societies whose object is the de- 
liverance of them M that are in bonds" out of 
the hands of the oppressor of men, f feel a 
liberty in addressing to you a few lines on a 
subject, which has for some time past claimed 
my attentive consideration. 

On receiving (he first number of your paper 
I ascertained officially the ohjecls of your pa- 
per, — to promote " Education, Temperance, 
Economy; and Universal Liberty." Why 
is » Peace'W not included in the number? 
Surely it is as important as either of the oth- 
ers. Education ! 

One man there "as, who never had a dozen thnn^hW 
In itii his life, The word Philosophy lie never heard, 
Or Sc'lOriM— ne»W heard Of Liberty, Necessity, 
Or taws of gravitation. • 1 * • 
Beyond Ins native vnle ho never looked : 

Itut thought the visual line that rlrt him round, 
The world's extreme, lie lived — 
Lived where hi? lather lived — died where he died — 
Lived happy— and died happy— and wni saved. 

Temperance !< 2 > a man may be temperate, 
and yet commit sin of almost every kind- 
chain and task his brother because " guilty of 
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skin not-colored like his own,"— and may 
never enter ilie kingdom of Heaven, fcevno- 
my! it maybe possessed with the e;une re 



BUll; ami Liberty may be the blessing of the 
man who is the slave of vice. 

But lei me nol be understood as being op- 
posed to your objects, as expressed, in your 
opening address. No! far from it. I only 
wish to BllOW iha »lhcrs arc equally desira- 
ble. 1 liopc the j ■ is not far distant when 
ull may enjoy a . f«l education, thai the 
colored man may rise to lliat station in society 
and in the world, which he was destined to 
fill. Noihirrg worldly will lend as much to 
raise him up from that degradation into which 
he has been placed by the ruthlo-s hand 
of "the spoiler." When the question was 
brought before one of the Societies ol which 
I an a member— » The Junior Anti-Slavery 
Society"— whether it was expedient for co- 
lored persons to join Anti-Slavery Societies, 1 
recorded my vote in the affirmative, because 1 
believed it would be one of the best means 
of promoting their moral and intellectual im- 
provement. 1 have always been a friend and 
supporter of the lectures instituted by that so- 
ciety for the benefit of jhe colored people— 
the first delivered in this city, I believe, during 
the present contest. I wish that you may 
succeed in your determination of promoting 
Education among your brethren. 

I hope thai they may be temperate " m 
all things nol only in regard to iheirdririk- 
iaa but also in respect to their eating, and III 
every thing which they do. 15c temperate in 
iov and in sorrow, ever remembering that LI 
is belter to go to the house of mourning than 
go to the house of feasting, for by the sadness 
of the countenance the heart is made better. 

I hope that Economy may be among their 
other virtues— that ihey may remember from 
whence all their gifts come— and that they 
may not, like the prodigal son, spend their 
Stance "in riotous living;" and thai they 
may lay tip treasures in the world to come. 
And lastly, I hope that the lime is not far dis- 
tant when the •« (far* spot" 'upon my coun- 
try's banner may be wiped olT— that my coun- 
try may be truly free, and that ^^ut 
btrhl may be proclaimed " throughout all the 
land, unto all the inhabitants thereof. 

But with all these there is •• one thing 
wanting." They must adopt the principles 
of the •« Prince of Peace,"® when they are 
tempted, they must answer not the tempter— 
when they are reviled they musl revile not 
aafttn— when they are smitten on one cheek 



day's communication, ihey should be of a 
peaceable disposition : resisting not evil, but 
trusting to thai power which is Infinite, to 
lea!) them through every trial, ond preserve 
then through every difficulty. Lveriemem- , 
bering that they will not lie forsaken, if they 
walk in lite paths of the beloved or Sol). 

Uy cultivating ibis peaceful disposition, 
they will be preserved from all the snares of 
the wicked. The spirit of war is the com- 
mencemcnt of almost every crime. Cain s ow 
his brother, and became an outcast on ihe lace 
„f the earth. And he who in this, day ol 
light shall refuse to obey the laws of Jehovah, 
will be cosi into " outer darkness." If peace 
was ihe inmate of every bosom, there would 
be no slavery. It is ihe beginning of "all 
righteousness." It is the pathway of many 
virtues. U will lead to the overthrow of all 
uncleanncss" and the" world's lusts." 
Oh ! my brethren, crush the many headed 
monster which destroys all peace in the minds 
of its votary. Overthrow this monstrous evil, 
and greal will be your reward. 
" Heed not the voice of men. Popular opin- 
ion may have a great inlliience : popular will 
may have a great effect : but neither will have 
the least influence or effect upon him who 
has an eye to the imm mutable, decrees of Jus- 
tice, and who wishes that Truth may have 
her righteous sway. Oh I let that be your 
guide, and be not ashamed to follow the Ke- 
decmer's example. Hut pursue the even tenor 
of your way. until at length you may enter 
that kingdom prepared for the righteous in 
every age of Hie world— that kingdom into 
which sorrow and misery never enter— that 
kingdom which is the home of the spirits ot 
just" men made perfect, and whose solo king 
and judge is Him whose power is infinite, and 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain. 

And I would ask, in conclusion, cannot 
the agentW of the A. M. R- 8. be instructed to 
advocate " Peace, Education, Temperance, 



Economy, and Universal Liberty." ^ ^ 

Notes.— (1) The reason why V Peace" was 
not included, was that the Society could not 
agree upon the principles on which .1 should 
be based, and the doctrines that should be 
maintained in its support. They all agreed 
as lo the necessity of promoting the princi- 
ples of peace, anil have made provision for 
its future adoption, as one of the eardibal 
principles of our society j as .soon as they can 



again— when they are nmiunrw » ™~ r-.---- • ■ le8 of our society ; as .soon u wwj 
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which will be seen by a reference to the 7ih 
article of the constitution : "The funds of 
this society shall be appropriated lo ihe diffu- 
sion of light on the subjects advocated, and 
its constitution maybe altered from time to 
time so as to keep pare with the great object 
of moral reform." So impressed were the 
board of the necessity of promoting this great 
principle, among our brethren, that in their 
circular of invitatto , the first annual meet- 
ing, in August 18- - they used the following 
language : " We wish you to come prepared «o 
support the cause of Education, Temperance, 
Economy, Peace, and Universal Liberty." 
One of the addresses at said anniversary was 
en the subject of peace, from the following 
resolution : 44 Resolved, that non-resistance to 
the spirit of physical aggression is consistent 
with reason." The society has at every an- 
nual meeting adopted resolutions on the sub- 
ject of peace. The following we take from 
the last minutes, on account of its being very 
definite. " Resolved* that the practice of the 
principles of peace, as exemplified by our 
blessed Redeemer while on earth, is the most 
proper example for our people lo follow." 

(2) IfT. S. C. will read the following ex- 
tract from our address 'to the " American peo- 
ple,* 1 he will discover that the cardinal princi- 
ples of our society are founded on Christian 
principles, and capable of a very different in- 
terpretation from the one he has given them, 
viz : 

11 We shall advocate the cause of peace, be- 
lieving that whatever tends to the destruction 
of human life, is at variance with the precepts 
of the Gospel, and at enmity with the well 
being of individuals as well as of society. 
We shall endeavor to promote education, with 
sound morality, not that we shall become 
.•learned and mighty but 1 great and good.' 
We shall advocate temperance in all things, 
and total abstinence from all alcoholic liquors. 
We shall advocate a system of economy, not 
only because luxury is injurious lo individuals, 
but because its practice exercises an influence 
On society, which in its very nature is sinful. 
We shall advocate universal liberty, as the 
inalienable right of every individual born .in 
the world, and a right which cannot be taken 
away by government itself, without an unjust 
exercise of power." 

14 
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And for a further illustration of our princi- 
ples, we refer T. S. C. to the articles under 
the headri of Universal Liberty and Economy, 
published in the 3d and 4 th numbers of ill is 
paper, pages 34, 5 and 0—42, 3 and 4—51 
and 2. lie will there observe that we have 
maintained those principles in the manner ho 
so much desires, 

(3) We believe that the peace principles 
maintained by our correspondent are strictly 
correct, because they are in accordance with 
the scriptures, and that it is the bounden duly 
of all that profess to have adopted the " spirit 
of the meek and lowly Redeemer," and to 
walk in his steps, to maintain them in both 
Jetter and spirit. We also believe that those 
principles strike at the root of all evil, and 
are capable of effecting not only the moral? 
hut the spiri/iral regeneration of man. They 
occupy a loftier summit, and are calculated to 
exert a nobler, holier, and happier influence 
on ihe present, and eternal destiny of the hu- 
man family than our society ever aimed lo 
promote. Yet learned and pious divines dif- 
fer on this subject, The specific object of 
our society ia moral action. We profess lo 
be governed by the admitted .doctrines of 
Christianity, so far as regards man's duty to 
man. We have left the adjustment of ques- 
tions of theology willi the church ; hence, in 
our prospectus we assert, that " we do not 
lay claim to the establishment of any new 
principles, but only advocate the practical ful- 
filment, and universal application of those 
that are already acknowledged by the friends 
of equal rights and impartial justice." The 
cause of peace ia interwoven, in every effort 
to promote our happiness ; though it was not 
fixed as a cardinal doctrine in the constitution 
of our society, yet we have endeavored to 
make it keep pace with the others. We have 
left this subject just where the Franckeau 
Synod of the evangelical Lutheran church of 
Onondaga county, N. Y., has lefl it, a report 
of which will be found in No. 2, page 25. 
We copy the preamble : 14 That whereas, this 
subject has only for a few years past occupied 
the public attention, yet your committee feel 
I deeply impressed with its importance, and ihe 
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necessity of its consideration. However, 
tliey are constrained lo acknowledge thai they 
have not been able to give it that investiga- 
tion which H tom&ndi i buldo nothwitow to 

recommend it to the Christian public, and es- 
pecially to our ministers and members, for 
wc feci sensible that the millcnial day cannot 
come in whilst wars and commotions are fill- 
ing our land/' 

(4 J T. S. C. asks " Cannot \he agent of 
the A. M. R. S. be instructed to advocate 
Peace." Wc think that such a course would 
not be advisable, until the society settles more 
definitely the principles that ought to he main- 
tained. If he were lo deliver lectures on the 
subject of peace on his own responsibility, he 
might do great good, and leave the society 
free from the responsibility of the doctrines 
• he maintained. These are our own views, 
for which the society is not responsible. 

- . ITEMS. 
* The synod of ihc Presbyterian Church has 
adjourned from West Chester, to meet in the 
2d African Presbyterian Church, Philadel- 
phia. They have also appointed a committee 
to examine into the condition of the colored 
members of the Presbyterian Church in the 
city and its vicinity. 

Tub "Colored American'-' has suspend- 
ed its publication for two or three weeks to 
make new arrangements for printing. The 
proprietors intend getting a new press, so that 
they can employ colored apprentices. 



would have cleared 25 per cent, on every co- 
lored man that travelled. Wc have not a 
doubt but that the proprietors of those lines 

were loacri to tho amount of ¥1000 each, by 

prejudice and slavery. 

A new idea.— The American Congress in 
the recent law for inking a new census, allows 
no distinction to he made between the free co- 
lored and slave population. The nation is 
doubtless getting ashamed of her slatislical re- 
cords of human chattels." Aivan Stewart, in 
his speech at the anniversary of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, said, lcl us but succeed 
and make out a COtt from legislative records 
and get the same endorsed by Congress, and 
j-slavciy will be destroyed. Probably some 
•'northern dough-facc M with 11 southern feel- 
ings," fearing the result of that case , has made 
a motion for the present law, that one of ihe 
great legalized items might be destroyed. 



Anniversaries.— The season for anniver- 
saries draws nigh, and wc hope the cause of 
humanity will rercive a fresh impulse. As 
many of our friends will be travelling to anil 
from these great meetings, we would respect- 
fully sviggesl the propriety of taking statistics 
of the force of prejudice on their routes. Last 
year prejudice from Philadelphia to New 
York, was just the value of slavery from ihere 
to Baltimore. Colored men were charged for 
fare S2 25, and white men $3. The former 
had the privilege of licking the crumbs at half 
price, after all the boat hands were done. If 
equality had been established, the proprietors 



CORRESPONDENTS, 
Wc return our thanks lo Miss Susan Wil- 
son, for the very spirited effusions in the po- 
etical department of our last numbers.— Also 
to Arnana : we hope they will continue to fur- 
nish our paper with contributions on the im- 
portant subject of moral reform. 

CORRECTION. 
The Emancipator is in error as to the gifted 
author of those beautifully descriptive lines 
on the » Painter of Seville :" they were no* 
written by a pupil of Miss CrandalPs Semi- 
nary, but by a distinguished philanthropist of 
this slate. 



DELEGATES. 
The following named persons were appoint- 
ed by the 1 American Moral Reform Board* 
delegates to attend the sixth annual meet- 
ing of the American Anii-Slavcry Society, 
viz : Rev. Chas. W. Gardner, Rev, Daniel 
A. Payne, William Whipper, Robert Purvis. 

We are indebted to our friend John F. 
Cooke, of Washington city, for. the following 
address and constitution, and which we with 
much pleasure inserf in our columns : — 



given, win iiu tvyay mm 



a in. 
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The Additto and CoMlUvttion "f the Union 
Benevolent Association of ffiff Ptoplt of 
Color of the City of Washington* 

AiMMtKSS. 

Whereas, it is one of the groat and funda- 
mental principles of our holy religion to do 
unto nil men as wc would that ihey should do 
unto us, by loving our neighbor a* ourselves, 
and thus manifest our confidence ia the ^real 
author uf our existence and our religion. 
The principles of charity, benevolence, and 
brotherly kindness being some of the great 
principles thereof — principles which How 
from love to God, and extending to all man- 
kind. If these are our principles and the pre- 
cepts of our religion, lot us exemplify the 
same by our exertions in aiding the poor, the 
sick, the fatherless, the widow and the (lis- 



and all, then, embrace, and go on in this work 
of charity, and labor of love, and " l>o not 
get weary in well-doing, for in due season wc 
tfliall roup 'f W(i feint not." We need never 
be afraid of doing too much in this good cause, 
for it is " The liberal soul that fdiall be made 
fat." It ia 11 ho who «oweth bountifully, that 
shall reap alio bountifully." It is 41 he thai 
wale re th i that tfwdl be water/ ' also himself." 
Wc must make some sac-' .6 in doing good, 
if we wisli to please Go . Let us then put 
our shouders to the wheels ; let us help our- 
selves ; then will our friend* be willing to 
help us ; then will we elevate our character, 
even in the estimation of our eneu ics. As 
the cause of charity and benevolence com- 
mends itself to all mankind, wc trust there are 
none who will draw back, or decline to do all 



believing that we cannot exert ourselves in a 
belter cause than to contribute our mites in 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, re- 
lieving the distressed, and thus carrying out 



tressed, especially those of our own people; they can in thifl good cause. Faith, Hope 

and Charily are the three great principles or 
our religion; but the greatest is Charity. We 
therefore cull upon all our fellow-citizens lo- 
co-operate with us in this good cause ; as in 
i • [union therein strength. Let us sacrifice our 

religion of Jesus, which is comprehended in principles of sectarian bigotry upon the altar 
this. "Thou shall love thy neighbor as thy- rfcfcrlfe and let us come together and lorm 
.elf," for love is the fulfilling of the law of one great and united avalanche in the cause 
God ; for if we say that we love God. and do of benevolence, to aid the poor and destitute 

in our community. We therefore invite all, 
as they love God and their fellow men, to 
unite with us in this work, and sustain an as- 
sociation for so laudable a purpose as benevo- 
lence. Union and order beiuir 'essential in the 
prosecution of every good cause, we therefore 
subscribe, and invite all our fellow-citizens to 
subscribe to, and sustain the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1. 

This Society shall be known by the name 
of the Union Benevolent Association, for the 
relief of the poor people of color of the City 
of Washington, D. C. 

Article 2. 



not manifest the same towards our brethren, 
our religion is vain. As poor as wc all are, 
many of us are able to contribute a mite to 
help a. poor and deserving fellow-creature. 
Let us then, as far as in our power lies, en- 
deavor to do good unto all men, especially 
those of our race, for if we u have this world's" 
goods and seetli our brother have need, and] 
shut up our bowels of compassion from him, 
how dvvellelh the love of God in him ? M Let 
us then not love in word and tongue only, but 
in deed and in truth. It is not enough for us 
to say we are sorry, and pity the poor and 
destitute, unless wc manifest our sympathy 
by contributing to their alleviation. M If a 
brother or sister be naked, or destitute of daily 
food, and one of you say unto them, depart 
in peace, be ye warmed and filled, notwith- 
standing you give them not those things which 
are needful for the body, what doth it pro- 
Si !** Ii profitcth nothingi Let us then con- 
tribute our mites, and by so doing, manifest 
our faith by our works. Lei us, moreover, 
not turn a deaf ear to the cries of the poor, 
for they are numerous and deserving; bearing 
in mind this admonition, 11 whoso Btoppelh his 



Any respectable person may become a 
member, by subscribing to this Constitution, 
and paying the sum of twenty-five ceuis on 
joining, and a further sum of twenty-five cents 
per quarter, so long as they continue mem- 
bers. 

Article 3. 

The object of tins Society shall be to aid 
in relieving or contributing to the necessities 



ears at the cries of the poor, !To also shall cry I of Ito £Hmaf pjwro our mwfa 
himself, and .hall BOt I 'e head/' B«t on the 1 especially dun.* the cold and 
othcr hand, " He that hath pity on the DOM MM. .uch » manner » the Bo r.l of Mm .8- 
lendethto.he Lord, and thai which be hath 'gcrt may heat determine, ami Ihe funds Ol 
given, will he repay him again." Let u* one j the Association Will admit. 
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Article 4. 

Section 1. The officers of ibis Society shall 
be a President, six Vice Presidents, (one for 
each Ward,) two Secretaries, and- a Treasur- 
er, also a committee of two persona for each 
Ward in the city, all of whom, or as many 
as thjy themselves shall designate, shall con- 
stitute a Hoard of Managers, lo transact the 
business of the Association during the recess 
of its regular quarterly meetings, to be elect- 
ed annually, on, or from the first Monday in 
March, in each year. 

Section 2. The President, Vice Presidents, 
Secretaries and Treasurer, shall do the re- 
spective duties usually assigned such officers 
iu such institutions. And the committees for 
each Ward, with their respective Vice Presi- 
dents* shall in conjunction with their duties as 
a general committee or Board of Managers, be 
special committees for their respective Wards, 
who shall solicit donations, and make their 
returns to the^Treasurer ; seek out and report 
the condition of the poor of color, in their 
respective Wards, to the Board of Managers, 
who shall have power to contribute to their 
relief in proportion and as far as the funds of 
the Association wilt admit. 

Section 3. The Committee or Board of 
Managers shall have power to purchase such 
necessjry things as the poor may need, and 
cause the same lo be distributed to the best 
possible advantage, among the necessitated and 
deserving of the people of color in this city. 

Section i. They shall also have power to 
cause to be collected monies or goods, by re- 
ceiving donations from benevolent individuals, 
churches, fairs or societies, and depositc the 
same into the Treasury for the furtherance of 
the objects of this Association. 

Section 5. The General Committee or 
Board of Managers shall have power lo till 
any vacancy that may occur in their body. 
Section 0. The assistance afforded by the 



solicit donations, ami make their returns to 
the Treasurer promptly. 

Section 8. The Board of Managers shall 
render a report of their doings to the Asso- 
ciation quarterly ; also, cause to be published, 
an annual report for the satisfaction of the pub- 
lic. 

Article 5. 

Section I. The annual meeting shall be 
on the first Monday in March, in each year. 
And the regular quarterly meetings of the As- 
sociation shall be on the first Mondays in 
March, June, September and December, in 
each year, at such time and place as the mana- 
gers may appoint, due notice being given in 
all the colored churches, and the public be 
respectfully invited to attend. 

Section 2. At which meetings the quarter- 



ly reports will be read, contributions received, 
and such other exercises as may be deemed 
expedient for the promotion of the objects of 
this Association. 

Article G. 

The Board of Managers shall have power 
to make such By-Laws as they may deem ex- 
pedient and proper, from time to time, for 
their belter government, not repugnant to the 
principles and objects of this Constitution. 

Article 7. 

This Constitution may be altered or amend- 
ed at any regular quarterly meeting of the 
society, a majority of two-thirds being in fa- 
vor of such alteration or amendment. 



GOOD NEWS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 

The Baptist missionaries, 15 in number, 
in their annual convention^ held in Montego 
Bay, Feb. 1, adopted and signed an address 
to the Governor, praying him not to resign 
his office until the bcnevoUnunientions of 
parliament are accomplished. They say: 

the declaration which has been made 

ULUtVM V. ■ 11V WWW W IMIIVV nny.--- — j * . - , 

Ward Committees, shall be in necessary arti- to your Excellency by the people oi our charge 
cles, and never in money, except when relief of willingness to labor whenever treated witn 

the consideration due to human beings, and 
for just and reasonable wages, we also most 



cannot be otherwise effected. They shall use 
their" utmost endeavors to ascertain the real 
character and true situation of every person 
ihey visit, and report thereof to the managers. 
They should lirst visit every person whom 
they design to aid, and shall relieve all per- 
sons with the strictest impartiality, and with- 
out any reference to their religious opinions. 

Section 7. The Board of Managers shall 
have power to appoint female committees for 
each Ward, whose duty it shall be lo visit 
^lick and necessitated females, and ascertain 



cordially unite. We assure your Excellency 
that we have scarcely met with a single in- 
stance among the thousands under our pasto- 
ral care, the diseased and infirm excepted, 
in which an indisposition to industry has been 
the result of the great gift of entire freedom. 
On the contrary, we state it as our decided 
opinion from extensive personal observation 
and experience, that at no former period of 
ilic history of the colony were the peasantry 



their circumstances, and report their condition J so much disposed to labor, or in the absence 
to ihe managers for relief.— They shall also I of petty annoyances and ill treatment, ever 
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halfeo cheerful, contented, and happy. So 
far from having manifested any disposition to 
take any advantage of the laW change in their 
social condition to revenge llie injuries of the 
past, or even to justify the leant suspicion of 
hostility as the effect of more recent injuries 
and oppressions, and which in some districts 
have assumed all the aspects of a conspiracy 
to goad the multitude into acts ofinsubordina- 
tion, they have manifested, both in expres- 
sion and conduct, a degree of submission and 
forbearance which nothing hut the benign in 



•Perfect tranquillity has taught us that justice 
is politically siife — that there is no danger in 
doing right.* The great increase in foreign 
trade, and in the number of vessels entering 
Table Bay* had given occasion for a 'Com- 
mercial Wharf Company, 1 for landing and 
shipping goods." 



For tlie National Id-former. 
At a meeting of the man?' of the City 
Moral Reform Society, .V .r, 1939, held at 
the house of John D. 0..ver ( Wagner's al- 
uSS^ ,C >V ^^H??* a PP° inled Chairman, 



ed. 

(Signed) 
James M. Phillipo 
Joshua Tinson 
Thomas Burchell 
William Knibb 
Thomas F. Abbot 
Walter Dcndy 



Samuel Oughton 
John Clark 
David Day 
Jonas BailrotI 
James Heed 
John Clarke 



Benjamin B. Dexter Henry C. Taylor 
John Hutchins." 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

We have, at length obtained definite ac- 
counts of the entire abolition of Slavery 3nd 
the apprenticeship in the British colony of 
South Africa. The Commercial Advertiser 
ofFriday t gives a summary of news from the 
Grahamslown Journal of December 13ih. 

••The final emancipation of the slaves, or 
apprentices, took place in the colony on the 
2d of December; and the Journal says that it 
passed otT quietly and with comparatively lit- 
tle notice. Most of the apprentices in the 
neighborhood of Graham's Town, assembled 
on the night of the 1st, in the Wesleyan cha- 
pel, and employed the last remaining hours of 
tujfx servitude in religious exercises. As the 
hour of midnight approached ihey all went on 
their knees to prayers, and when the clock 
struck twelve, arose and sung the hymn, 
'Praise God from whom all blessings flow/ 

On the afternoon of ihe 2d, they again as- 
sembled at the chapel, where an abundant re- 
past was provided for them by their late mas- 
ters, after partaking of which ihey were ad- 
dressed by the Rev. Mr. Shaw ; and by one 
of their own number." 

The Essex Register has the Cape Town 
Commercial Advertiser to Jan. 26th, which 



says: 
it 



Sir George Napier, the new Governor, had 
happily begun his administration, and it \V33 
expected that the colony would grow more 
and more prosperous. In reference to the fi- 
nal emancipation of the slaves in the colony, 
during the past year, the Advertiser says, — 



and Rajph Smith, Secretary. 

John D. Oliver, Daniel Colley, and Ed- 
win H. Coales were appointed a committee 
to make arrangements for holding the annual 
meeting in April next. 

Abraham Morion and Hetty Burr were 
elected members of the Society. 

Bcsolvtd, That the committee of arrange- 
ment call a meeting of the Board at such time 
and place as they deem expedient. 

Adjourned. Ralph Smith, Secretary. 

April V2th. 
The Board met at the house of Daniel 
Colley, Blackberry Alley :— present, John P. 
Burr, Daniel Colley, James M. White, and 

Ralph Smith. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were 
read, and approved; Daniel Colley in tho- 
Chair- 

The Board proceeded to the consideration 
of the several reports made by the committees 
on Temperance, Education, and Economy; it 
was resolved that the same be referred to ihe 
respective committees, wiiha request that ihe 
same be revised, and he by them submitted 
to ihe ensuing quarterly meeting of the So- 
ciety- t . 

llpsolved, That the committee on Econo- 
my be requested to add to their report a state- 
ment of facts, setting forth the practicability of 
establishing an Institution wherein might be 
(Might the useful branches of industry in con- 
junction with ihe rudiments of a common edu- 
cation. , . * j- 

Resotvef, That in apaiUOO to the reading 
of the reports of the committees at the en- 
suing meeting of the Society, and the address 
of Jo*hua Coffin on Universal Liberty, An- 
drew Harris be requested to address the au- 
dience on such subject connected with moral 
reform as he may select. 

fiesolued. That the Recording Secretary be 
authorised to procure suitable -books for re- 
cording ihe minutes and other transactions of 
the Society. 
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'AmM. Thai »be -tmr be directed! produce, by honest W'^^jJ^P^ 
tofn or o a oUligation in ^ritihgi biding of their annual «^^[^ 

SSSSKt ^S/ft reco^end,,. to the ,& Ju. f«U of prying », gr,at amount 



association lo compensaiW the recording Se- 
cretary for his services. 

Adjourned to meet again at fliW place on 
the first day of May next, at 8 o'clock in the 
evening. 

- Ralph Smith, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, May Ut% 1839. 
A meeting of the Managers of the City 
Moral Reform Society was held at the house 
of Daniel Colley, Blackberry alley. Daniel 
Colley in the Chair. Present, John D. Olive 



of good. 

Those who claim your sympathies are stir; 
rounded by circumstances, which lend, as it 
were, to crush then* menially and physically 



lo the earlh, from the power of which, ihey 
cannotexuicaie themselves without your aid. 

What ought to bo done, fellow-reformers, 
in a case such as this ? 

For their benefit, you have made great ex- 
ertions ; you have had addresses delivered, 
ell you have had competent persons engaged to 
r. deliver Lectures, wherein has been explained 



Bu 



Daniel Colley, and Ralph ihe properties and affects of light and heat o 
Smith electricity. The admirable arrangement and 

The minutes of" the previous meeting hav- adaptation of man's material system, the inl- 
ine been read, and approved, it was reported, man frame illustrated, the advantage and^luiy 
lo the meeting that the Treasurer had execut- f temperance advocated, associations for mu- 



ed the obligation required of him by the reso- 
lution of last meeting. 

Bills were presented for rent of room and 



Vi »«•"-■[- — - T . . 

tual improvement and moral instruction re- 
commended, the beauty and harmonious eco- 
nomy of the heavenly bodies, which, under 



nitis were presenter iui icm ui tuuui uuiuv »■ . v » . 

purchase of books, amounting together lo two the direction of the divine hand, run Uieir 
dollars and seventy-live cents, and having' course rejoicing-, imparling health ana me io 
been found correct, payment was authorized. i| ie whole creation, have been set ^^^J! 1 ® 
and the Chairman directed to draw an order 
on the Treasurer for the amount due on the 



1 of your brethren and sisters have listened wild 
admiration and wonder to these great truths ; 



same. ; 

The report on Economy was received, and 
directed to be revised and prepared for publi- 
cation. 

The Chairman was requested lo prepare 
the proper notices, and make ihe necessary 
arrangements for the next quarterly meeting 
of ihe society- 
Adjourned. 

Ralph Smith, Secretary. 

To the President and Members of the City 
Moral Reform Society. ' 
and Gestlt.men, — Your Commit- 
tee, to whom was referred ihe subject of Eco- 
nomy, in presenting their Report requesllcave 
lo claim your attention, whilst they point out 
what they believe to be the ground-work or 
ba?e, on which to rest the system, where may 
- be taught that Economy which promotes Vir- 
tue, Liberty.'and Independence. 

You are aware, fellow-members, thai ihe 
greater portion of those who are the objects 
of your solicitude, are of that class who de- 
fipehd for their support on productive labor, 
and, therefore, any measures adopted for their 
benefit, which furnishes nOUllC mCanS Where- 



in llllianvii •»•••* » . w ~ «-» 

yet daily experience taught them thai but a 
small portion of the ravs of the sun of true 
benevolence had reached ihcm; common sense 
instructed their understandings that ihe early 
and the latter rain, were no great blessing lo 
them who possessed no part of ihe soil, and 
lh-jt though the hand of the diligent maketh 
rich, still in order to realize to advantage ihe 
suggestion, the diligent man must be furnish- 
ed a means for the employment of his hands 
a liftlfl nearer than the nearest planet. 

A.1I of us must acknowledge, fellow-mem- 
bers, that though great have been the sacri- 
fices of lime and pecuniary means in the cause 
of reform, degradation, ignorance, and their 
inseparable companions, sin and suffering. 

Still abound. _ J , V. 

Why. you may inquire, should this be the 
case f The answer is at hand. The business 
has been commenced at the wrong end; an 
attempt is made to raise and put up the roof 
of ihe building, but the foundation is not laid. 
Labor, the material of which to make the cor- 
ner stone, is not furnished to the workmen by 
the master builders. Labor, the material of 
which contains the principles which lorm* thfl 
base on which rests ihe true wealth of inch* 



in 



lefr. winch lurnisnes noiuic means wnere- nuc wi 1 . . , 

their industry can be exercised, so as to 1 viduals or communities, has been overlooued, 
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forgetting ihai u> compel men to Bland all day 
idle in the market place, is not much less an 
evil than to withhold from the laborer Ins hire. 
How can we mentally improve,— how can we 
induce the person lo be moral, to keep within 
llie pale of law, who, from want, is driven 
in 10 lh&| state of necessity which knows no 
law. With whom, through untoward circum- 
stances, nature's first principle, Relf preserva- 
tion, is the paramount object. It never can 
be the case, in the views of your committee, 
that ,t happy stale of society, or wise system 
of economy, should exist, until the proper 
means are applied- ' These arc embraced in 
*viscly explained theories, on all moral and 
useful subjects, and- the means furnished for 
the procurement of subsistence by honest em- 
ployment; the first has and should be done, 
but we should not have left the other undone. 
Siill your committee are cheered with thepros- 
peel that the whole power of moral reformers 
will be combined, eventually, to produce the 
greatest amount of good to the greatest number. 

Come forth then, fellow-members of the 
City Moral Reform Society; reflect on ihc 
thousands of the objects of your solicitude, 
without the opportunity of being instructed in 
the trades, or various branches of die arts, 
without eVen a portion of earth's surface where- 
on to toil for bread. Many of you stand as it 
were, on an eminence. Look, then, on the 
living, moving, multitude. The waves of the 
sea of prejudice ready to overwhelm them, 
their feci clogged, and their course impeded. 
They are your brethren and sisters ; in their 
breast is the latent seed, which, if counte- 
nanced and encouraged, will spring forth, and 
(under the blessing of Him who, of one blood, 
made all his rational creatures) produce , fruit, 
to manifest that they arc regenerated and re- 
stored. Reach forth then your hand, you that 
enjoy privileges to which they are as yet stran- 
gers. Fear not nor be discouraged, because 
your numbers are few, compared with the ma- 
ny who need your help. Remember, thai 
each one redeemed, as they ascend the bank 
of safety, will arrange themselves in your 
ranks, and swell the army of deliverance, un- 
til your increased numbers will enable you to 
accomplish almost all yon desire, and put you 
' in possession o fan approving conscience, man's, 
best companion. 

Robert Purvis, ") 
James M. White, V Committee. 
Ralfu Smith, J 

At the annual meeting of the Philadelphia 
City Moral Reform Society, held at the 
Lecture Room of the Second Presbyterian 



Church. April 1st, I the Meeting was or- 
(poized by an appropriate prayer by the Rev, 
(Jhas. W. Gardners the President, after which 
the Constitution was read by the Secretary, 
and persons invited to come forward and join 
the Society. The standing committees then 
severally reported upon the cardinal princi- 
ples of the Society, viz: Temperance* Edu- 
cation, Economy* and Universal Libert}/, 
which wan referred to the Hoard of Managers 
for such disposition as in their judgment would 
beet lend to promote the objects of the asso- 
ciation. The President delivered an address, 
intended as an opening address. Mr. Peek 
then recited a Poem, which was referred to 
the Board ; when, on motion, it was 

Resolved, Thai the thanks of this meeting 
be tendered to Mr. Gardner and Mr. Peck 
for their very able and valuable productions. 

Resolved, That the present officers remain 
in otlice-lhe following year. 

A member of the Society gave $5 00 as a 
donation. 

Collection for defraying the e pensee of the 
meeting 82 30, N. W. Dkfee, Sec 



Philadelphia, May 6/A, 1830. 
At a Quarterly meeting of the City Moral 
Reform Society, held at the Session room of 
the Second Presbyterian Church, in St. Mary 
Street, in absence of the President, one of 
(he Vice Presidents look the Chair. Prayer 
was offered by the Rev. Mr. Rhodes, when 
the Secretary read the minutes of the preced- 
ing meeting and the Constitution. 

The Chairman then invited persons friend- 
ly to the principles of the Society to become 
members, when a number came forward and 
subscribed to the Constitution. 
On motion, 

Resolved* That the orator proceed lo de- 
liver his address, which was done. 

The Committee on Economy then present- 
ed a report, which was read and adopted; af- 
ter which it was 

Resolved, That the thanks of the meeting 
be tendered James P. Clay for lite able ad- 
dress delivered on Temperance, and lhat lie 
be requested to hand over to the Board of 
Managers a copy for publication. 

A collection was then taken up, and the 
meeting adjourned. 

N. W. Depee, Sec. 



Sixth Annual Meeting of the N. England 
. Jlnti-Slauery Convention. 
The New England Anti-Slavery Conven- 
tion will hold its aijcth annual meeting, in the 
city of Boston, on TUESDAY, the 28th of 
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Ma /ext. and will continue, probably, three 
da} ' The objects of this Convention* and 

jis" advantages in giving an impulse lo the 
cause of emancipation, are well known. Die- 
linguwhcd advocates of llic cause, from oilier 
sections of the country, are expected to be 
present, lo aid in the deliberations. And aa 
it was never more desirable or important llinn 
now, that the Convention should be well at- 
tended, it is earnestly hoped that local societies 
throughout New England will see that they 
are represented on the occasion by large dele- 
gations. 

Signed in behalf of their respective socie- 
ties :. 

Maine. 

William Smyth, Cor. Secretary. 

New Hampshire. 
E. E. Cuinmincs, President. 
N. P. Rogers, Cor. Secretary. 

Vermont. 
E. D. Barber, Cor. Secretary. 

Massachusetts. 
Francis Jackson, President. 
- Wm. L. Garrison, Cor. Secretary. 
Rhode Island. 
Peleg Clarke, President. 
ESias Smith, Pec. Secretary. t 
Connecticut. 
* John T. Norton, President. 
P. Canfield, Cor. Secretary. 

Sixth Anniversary of the American Anti- 
Slavery Sociciy. 
The sixth anniversary will be held, with 
Divine permission, in the city of New York, 
on Tuesday, the 7ih day of May next. The 
public exercises will be in Broadway Ta- 
bernacle, and commence at ten o'clock, and 
several addresses delivered by brethren from 
different parts of the Union. A meeting for 
business will he held in the Lecture Room of 
the Tabernacle, in the afternoon, after the 
public meeting, and be continued, probably, 
for one or two subsequent days- 
All the auxiliaries are requested to send 
delegates, and members of Anti-Slavery So- 
cieties, throughout the country, are invited lo 
attend the anniversary. 

Joshua Lf.avitt, 
Lewis Tappan, 
La Hoy Sunderland, 
Committee of Arrangements, 



ncsthy, April tOth, the following resoluilon 



was passed. 

Hcsolvcd, That we pledge lo the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, (for the ensuing year.) 
$1,000; to the Infant* School for Colored 
Children $100 ; lo the Samaritan Asylum for 
Colored Orphans, $100, 

The meeting was unusually large, and the 
above resolution, after eliciting much discus- 
sion, was passed by a large majority. 

A vole was likewise passed, that this So- 
ciety appoint four delegates lo attend the Con- 
vention of American Women, to be held in 
Philadelphia, in May. 

I t is hoped that all our sister Societies in the 
State will be prompfm sending delegates* to 
represent them at this Meeting. 

L. GoutD, Rec. Sec'ry. 



Connecticut Anti-Slavery Society. 
The Second Annual Mcetin" jf the Con- 
necticut Anti-Slavery Society will be holden 
in this city on Wednesday, the LSlh of May 
next, at 10 o^lock, A. M., and will be con- 
tinued two days. An abstract of the Annual 
Report will be read, and addresses delivered 
by distinguished gentlemen frani different 
parts of the Union. 

An Anti-Slavery meeting will he holden in 
this city on Tuesday evening previous to the 
anniversary, at which an address may l>e ex- 
pected. 

We earnestly desire that every town in the 
Stale mey be fully represented. 

John T. Norton, 
D. Buroess, 
S. S. Cowlks,. 
P. Canfik.ld, 
Committee of Arrangements. 
Hartford, April 10, 183u\ 



Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society. 
The annual meeting of this Society will be 
held at the Baptist meeting house, in the 
village of Norrislown, on llio 20tb of Filth 
month, (May) at 10 o'clock, A. M- Auxiliary 
Societies throughout Eastern Pennsylvania 
arc earnestly requested to appoint delegates, 
and see that they are in attendance. 



Boston Female Anti-Slavery Society. 

I At the Quarterly Meeting of the Boston 
Female Anti-Slavery Society, held on Wed- 
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"Till!: FREE COLORED POPULATION OF 
THESE UNITED STATES," 

The legalized distinction, that separates 
this class of citizens from the rights, privi- 
leges, and enjoyments of the majority of our 
American population, both native and adopt- 
ed, is contrary to the spirit of free govern- 
ment, and republican principles, and lias left 
the " fatal impress" on our 11 statute books" 
(so far as legislation is concerned) that the 
spirit of the declaration of American indepen- 
dence was born to die. 

As a "class of American citizens" they 
occupy a middle ground between the highest 
state of human liberty, and the lowest state 
of human despotism. They are deprived, on 
the one hand, by the spirit of our laws, from 
the exercise of political enfranchisement, and 
those functions that' constitute entire citizen- 
ship as men and Americans ; while on the 
other, they are measurably protected from 
iuvolunlary servitude as '•chattels." They 
have legally been termed a "natural excres- 
cence;" the legitimate offspring of a government 
where liberty and slavery is bound together. 
Their existence and continued increase ex- 
hibits the continued ascendency of the former 
over the latter. That the spirit of humanity 
in its conflicts with the spirit of despotism,.) 
will yet achieve moTc glorious results, we 
have indisputable evidences luminously im- 
printed on the spirit of the age. -As a dis- 
tinct 11 population, their future situation ap- 
pears to have escaped the vigilant framcrs of 
the Constitution. Their arduous labors were 
devoted to the formation of a government 
whose basis and principles were sufficiently 
broad to protect the liberties of men, but the 
erudite expounders of that instrument have, 
for the most part, assigned them a situation 
on the map of humanity a little below the 
order of M£N, and a little above thai of " chat- 
tels," 
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Thus the peculiarity of their situation has 
awakened the attention of some of the wisest 
and best men in our country. Every enlight- 
ened and reflecting mind, that has examined 
the subject, has arrived at the conclusion, 
that their condition must be changed. The 
nature, form, and principles of republican go- 
vernment, are opposed to the existence of 
three distinct classes of inhabitants, with se- 
parate rights and interests, under the same 
government. The two distinguished mea- 
sures that are in operation, for the purpose of 
altering their condition, are colonization and 
abolition. Th« former proposes to extract 
them from the soii, and transplant them in 
the sandy deserts of Africa, under the in- 
fluence of a H burning sun." The latter ad* 
vocales their incorporation into the body po- 
litic, with the investment of all the civil 
rights that constitutes American citizenship 
in their naftueland and genial climate. 

With tho measures that are in operation 
for our improvement, wo have every earthly 
interest involved for the security and protec- 
tion of our happiness in this life and that 
which is to come. And as no human being " 
can innocently remain indifferent about his 
present or eternal destiny, he should be 
equally concerned about the prospect of com- 
ing events. Let us fully inform ourselves of 
what is doing for our improvement, and lend 
our hands and hearts cheerfully to the noble . 
work. We shall continue our remarks in the 
next number. 



"ABOLITIONISM." 

We hope our brethren, and friends 
throughout the country, will weigh well the 
important questions at issue, between the 
friends of the slave in the east, so that they 
may avoid making improper decisions, on 
the motived of tho contending parties. The 
great principle that gave birth to. the doctrine 
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of immediate emancipation, was, lhat slavery 
wofl a sin against God, and ought to be im- 
mediately abandoned. The doctrme " thai 
man could not justly hold properly in man," 
was embraced as a legitimate deduction from 
this grand principle. The measures to- be 
used to procure tlic final overthrow of Ameri- 
can slavery were to be such as arc sanctioned 
by scri|)turc, justice, reason, and humanity. 
The divine precept, 41 that we have no right 
to do evil that good may come," received a 
fresh baptism, and was adopted as the govern- 
ing principle of tho ^anti-slavery enterprise. 
These principles were ushered forth with 
holy boldness at a period of our country's 
history, when the "church, the government, 
the learning, tho wisdom and humanity of 
this nation was arrayed against them. Plant 
ed firmly on the rock of truth, and with the 
upc of such " weapons as were mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds/ 1 they met every opposing clement 
with a dignified calmness, and breathed on 
them the spirit of conquerors, until thousands 
became awakened, and, from a conviction 
arising from the doctrines they proclaimed, 
joined their ranks in aid of the suffering 
slave. 

Lt was the representatives from this noble 
band that, in 1 833, formed the American Anti- 
Slavery Society. Whether we regard the 
object for which they assembled, the princi- 
ples tiiey aimed to establish, the measures 
they labored to promote, the personal dangers 
they were ready to brave, the difficulties they 
were prepared to encounter — a more zealous, 
pure, self-sacrificing, and patriotic assembly 
the world has never witnessed. They adopted a 
declaration of sentiment embracing all the car- 
dinal principles they had previously maintain- 
ed, which emanated from the pen of Wm- 
Lloyd Garrison, that as far surpasses our na- 
tion's Declaration of Independciicc,[penncd by 
the illustrious Jeflerson, for purity of motive, 
aa moral truth does 41 physical force." They 
then formed a constitution to carry out those 
principles by appropriate.measu res. Both these 
documents recognise moral and political action 
as the measures and means of operation. But 



neither have strictly defined any limited boun- 
dary, or definite standard, for cither moral or 
political action, thus fur shall thou go and no 
farther, with thcsinglc'cxcnption that they have 
[pledged themselves not to aid the slaves in a 
physical attempt to obtain their freedom. It 
is natural to suppose lhat men that were will- 
ing to labor for the freedom of others, were not 
willing to be bound themselves. 

The anti-slavery enterprise came into exist- 
ence in despite of human creeds, and ceremo- 
nies, and often was assailed by them with 
contempt. Il soared in a moral ele- 
ment above them, viewing them but as- 
hills and mountains that were obstructing the 
progress of the principles of civil and reli- 
gious liberty i It is not to be expected that 
the many noble minds that were then engaged 
in promoting the cause of abolition, would 
have been willing to raise a barrier against 
the progress of their future action, on tho 
great principles they had then adopted. To 
have done so would have added anti-slavery 
to the list of human crccda. No person on 
joining the Society was required to subscribe 
to any principles but those contained in the 
constitution. On the subject of pcacc t he 
pledged himself to avoid physical resistance 
in aid of the slave, but he was not bound to 
adopt the principle of non-resistance in all 
cases — nor was he prohibited from defending 
his country in the case of foreign invasion, 
or domestic insurrection. The great difficul- 
ty that appears to be among abolitionists, is 
that there are many that desire to have the 
moral and political duties of anti-slavery de- 
fined, so that all may be able to act in unison, 
while "others claim the freedom of thought, 
and action over all subjects relating to human 
happiness. We should never deny any man 
or set of men the appellation of abolitionists 
lhat are at all limes ready to labor for the re- 
demption of tho slave ? With their different 
views on other questions, we have nothing 
more to do than we have with their complex- 
ions and occupations- We believe that those 
lhat maintain that it is religiously wrong for 
the slaves to aid themselves by a physical ef- 
fort to obtain their freedom, have acknow- 
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ledged a great principle that will lead them 
to the doctrine of non-resistance in all cases. 
There are doubtless a majority of anti-slavery 
bl en that have subscribed lo the pledge, be- 
cause they felt bound la do so by their alle- 
giance to their government, and it is naturally 
to be supposed that such persons haying no 
conscientious scruples about the basis of go- 
vernments, will exert every means in their 
power for the purification of that govern- 
ment from an evil that aims at its annihila- 
tion. 



NEW AUSPICES. 

*' We issue our paper, this day, under new 
auspices. The colored American conies forth 
conceived of, written, and printed by colored 
men, on the type of colored men, and 
designed, more especially, for the benefit of 
colored men." 

We have copied the above from a leading 
editorial article of the "Colored American," of 
May Hth. The reader will not be at a loss 
to discover that the paper is really what it 
purports to be, a " colored paper. 11 To those 
credulous and doubling republican hypocrites, 
that assert that the colored people are an in- 
ferior order of creation, u between men and 
monkeys,'* the appearance of such an article 
or paper may excite surprise and astonish- 
ment, and be considered a strange phenomena 
in the literary world. — With us it is entirely 
different; we have never doubled the ability 
of colore J men to perform any duty equally 
with white men under the same opportunities. 
We have no coraplcxional pride or prejudices 
to excite. The "conceptions'* of colored men 
are to us as those of other men ; we place a 
▼alue on them according to our estimate of 
their worth. We cannot see why "colored 
men" may not purchase a press as well as 
any other species of property. 

And as the paper is •'designed more 
especially for the benefit of colored men," it 
ought to receive their support, but not because 
it is either "conceived of, written, and printed 
by colored men, ox the type of colored 
mex," but because its object is the elevation 
of colored men to an equal standing with other 
American citizens. 



As for the title of said paper, we have no 
more sympathy than we should have for a 
reunion of those fiendish spirits that gave birth 
to the "Anti-Abolitionist," and "\ "onal 
Union," under the title of "Wilms A-Mfizti f." 
This may arise from our "mistiness" of mfod, 
as friend Cornish says. But there is one 
thing of which we are morally certain, the 
complcxional demarkation that lie has set up, 
is either right or wrong. If the former, he 
possesses sufficient mental ability to explain 
the principles by which he is governed — if 
the latter, he ought to abandon it. If it is 
our moral duty to rally under a complcxional 
(lag, we ought to carry our principles to the 
utmost extent. The white man's complexion 
is equally imbued with the divine nature as 
our own — and he is certainly bound by the 
same moral obligations to labor especially for 
the benefit of those whose complex tonal shade 
is in unison with his own. 

We considered Henry Clay, in his last 
great speech on the subject of slavery, as 
having forfeited every just claim to "the title 
of a patriot and philanthropist, because, as a 
Senator arid statesman he boldly denied the 
right of one-sixth part of this nation to enjoy 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, un- 
der the Constitution of the United Slates be- 
cause their skin was not the color of his own. 
He maintained that the while man's liberty 
could only be perpetuated by extending the 
black man's slavery. 

Such is the doctrine maintained by the ad- 
vocates of caste. For ourselves we solicit 
neither favor nor patronage on the ground of 
coroplexiooal merit. We are unable to dis- 
cover why the different shades of the human 
form should inculcate in us feelings of glory 
or shame. 

We publish in this number the memorial 
and bill of the Rev. S. S. Schmueker, D-D., 
Prof, of Theology in Gettysburg College, to 
the Legislature of this state, relative to the 
minor colored population of this common- 
wealth. It was read and printed by order of 
the House. We believe the object of its au- 
thor, is to remedy an admitted evil, that ex- 
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ifltfl with regard to the negligence of parents 
towards their children. We hope that il 
rnay bo extensively read by every colored 
family. We difler wholly from the Dr. as 
lo the means first to be used, that the object 
may be happily attained. Therefore we .re- 
cord our dissent and disapprobation of the 
bill as proposed, iu all its parts, and not only 
of the present bill, but of every attempt in 
future to create laws whose legislative boun- 
dary is limited lo coinple_xional lines. 

Give us equal laws, and equal opportunities 
of " the advantages of civilized life, and if we 
do not attain a desirable eminence, let us 
sink into degradation. AVe zre equally un- 
willing that our friends should by the force 
of legislative enactments attempt to elevate 
ua to the skies, as that they should attempt 
to- crush us beneath their feet. Separate and 
distinct laws for one portion of citizens of 
this commonwealth, would militate against 
the principles of genuine democracy, and be 
at war with the dictates of justice' If there 
should be a probability that the same shall 
be enacted into a law, we will in a future 
number trace some of its features through the 
present state of public sentiment; and as far 
as possible pourtray its genc/al effect on that 
class of the population it is designed to 
benefiU 



CHURCH ACTION. 
The conference of the 11 African Methodist 
Episcopal Church" has just adjourned, and 
■we understand that large delegations were 
in attendance. Their whole deliberations 
were conducted in a spirit of brotherly kind- 
ness, and Christian charity. Among the ex- 
ternal improvements contemplated, is the re- 
building of Bethel Church. - 

The subjects of Temperance and Abolition 
were freely discussed, without arriving" at 
any very definite points of action. 

A resolution was adopted on the subject of 
Temperance, making it incumbent on all the 
ministers in their diHerent circuits to aid in 
promoting that cause. A resolution on the 
object of Abolition was ofTered, but was ne- 
gatived by a large majority, viz : 



" JtcsokcJ, That we approve of.tho course 
pursued by Hue abolitionists, with .regard to 
the subject of slavery." 

The arguments that were used by those 
that opposed its adoption, wcro those that 
have governed many other ecclesiastical bo- 
dies. "They were as much opposed to 
slavery as any body," "but they wished to 
keep the question of slavery out of the church, 
owing to their peculiar condition." Much as 
we regret this decision, and the prevalence of 
those opinions that led to its adoption, we 
are gratified that an effort was made to intro- 
duce the subject. 

The spirit of liberty is aroused, and" the 
deathlike slumber of the church is broken. 
It will be vain for the colored people, in their 
ecclesiastical bodies, to attempt to hush up 
this subject, that now is awakening the 
Christian conscience in every nation, and 
agitating every religious sect in our land. 
Let every church member awaken to his duty 
on this subject. Every effort to withhold 
our approval of the acts of those that are 
righteously laboring for the benefit of those of 
ourbTClhren that are bound in chains, ought 
to be repudiated by every Christian mind. 

So far as their efTorls have been directed to 
the Christian and moral welfare of our peo- 
ple, we are bound to bestow on their labors 
a just meed of praise ; but w(f should be re- 
creant 'to the cause of injured humanity and 
to the position we occupy, if we did not tell 
them that with regard to the cause of abolition 
they have acted the part of Ananias and 
Sapphira, by keeping back their approbation 
from the cause of God, and the suffering 
slave. Let them henceforward never be in- 
duced lo believe their silence on this subject 
will be considered a virtue. The sickly ex- 
cuse about color will not shield them from 
the scorn and indignation of freemen, nor 
palliate the crime in the eyes of the Christian 
world. Men and Christians are called upon 
to "consecrate their noblest powers for the pro- 
motion of this just, righteous, and holy cause. 

The great influence the u Conference" is 
capable of exerting, both morally and rel- 
giousiy, over the "-colored ' people" can 
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scarcely be computed. Thai influence will al- 
ways be felt fur good or evil. If tlioir labors are 
rightly directed, the whole character of our 
people will become remoddled, and the 
"moral wilderness will be made to blossom 
as the rose." 



MEMORIAL 
Of Professor S. $, Schmuckcr, relative to 
binding out Minor Colored Children. — 
Read in the House of Representatives, 
March 7/A, 1839. 

To the Honorable Senate ami House of Representatives 

of the Commonwealth of I'cnnsyhauin, 
The memorial of S- Schmucker, citizen 
of Adams county, in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, respectfully represents: — 

That your memorialist in common Willi 
multitudes of his fellow citizens, has long 
contemplated with regret the depressed and 
unprofitable condition of the great mass of the 
colored population of our state. It is well 
known to your houorable body, that the major 
part of them fail lo make a comfortable sup- 
port for themselves, or lo prove useful to those 
around them, whilst not a few are found in 
almost every town, who pursue no visible 
means of making an honest living, but subsist 
in part at least.by petty depredations on the 
rights and property of others. There is doubt- 
less a combination of causes lo which the 
deplorable condition of this portion of our popu- 
lation may be traced by the accurate observer, 
a condition which no philanthropist or true 
friend of Lis country can contemplate with 
indifference ; yet, after much attention to this 
subject, your memorialist is persuaded that 
there is one cause more operative than all the 
rest combined, the removal of which is entire- 
ly within the power of your honorable body. 
When we reflect on the powerful influence 
which early habits exert on all men through- 
out life, and remember that, whilst nineteen 
twentieths of our fellow citizens, train up their 
children to some regular business or callinjr 
83 a means of future subsistence, not one in 
twenty of our colored population is brought 
up to regular labor and business of any kind, 
it appears obvious, that the want of early 
training in industry and business, is the gram! 
cause of indolence and unihrifiiness of so large 
a portion of them. Who among us. when we 
occasionally see one of our citizens raising 
his children in idleness, without teaching 
them any regular business, does not confident- 
ly, predict, that they will prove worthless ?: 
Since, then, the cause of the evil complained 
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of, has been mainly, in the neglect of colored 
parents to bind out their children at a proper 
age, lo some regular art, trade or colling, and 
in their incapacity to teach thern such art or 
trade themselves, it seems evident that (he 
remedy must be sought in legislative provi- 
sions to obviate this neglect. Your memo- 
rialist* therefore, presents a sketch of such 
provision, to which he respectfully invites 
your attention. It was at first his design to 
bring this matter before you by petitions, with 
numerous signatures, of which it 3s beli ■'d, 
tens of thousands could easily be procu 1; 
but the facts in the case, and the feeling >f 
our fellow citizens are so well known to all 
the members of your honorable body, that it 
was deemed unnecessary to occupy your time 
by an attempt to prove them by numerous 
petitions. i 

It cannot justly be objected to the annexed 
bill, that it infringes, the rights of colored 
parents^ since it only requires them to do 
what, as good parents, they ought not to 
neglect, and what other parents generally per- 
form from choice. It is, moreover, only an 
exercise of the right of any community lo 
protect themselves from the depredations of 
others, by legislative enactment, designed to 
to prevent crime rather than punish it; and 
of the ri<*ht of the commonwealth to improve 
the condition of her own population; a right, 
the justice of which cannot be denied, if ihe 
legislative action based on it, require only per- 
formance, of what all acknowledge to be a 
duly, and what the residue of the community 
have greatly done without legislative con- 
straint. The principle of this bill seems, 
moreover, to be sanctioned by the rUiona 
of our courts, in which it is held, and "tf the 
parent of a child lives at a distance, and long 
relinquishes the protection of the child, a 
next friend Id the child may bind it, and the 
act be valid." (I S. & R. 360.) Those 
colored parents who neglect to either teach 
or have their children taught any mode of sub* 
sistence, have certainly failed,. however un- 
designedly it may have been, in the proper 
"protection" of their children, and the law 
may very properly step in as a "next friend" 
to supply die neglect. And it is also in their 
power to supercede the action of (he law by 
voluntarily performing the requisitions, before 
the age of their children brings them within 
its provisions. 

The age Is fixed late, in order that lime 
may be left for the children to reap the benefit 
of our noble free school system, before they are 
indentured. 

1 It is the opinion of numerous persons whom 
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Lumtrtated number of minora wtatihj law ™„ oj *M W^Jgg^ cinployed in 
will find unptotided lor, shall hate been dis ne ia regur y bran > ne 8 ©f education, is 
posed otyil.ere will be no difficulty m finding pursuing he ,g ^'JWg,^ he mea ne 
places for all, especially among ouxagnoul- of good mora^ciiaracltr, 
turalists and others, io whom they would prove 
tery useful assistants; and it is probable that 
in most places no difficulty ' ill occur even in 
the first instance. Thus this population in- 
stead of being crowded into our cities, towns, 
and villages, where many spend their time 
in idleness, intemperance and wretchedness, 
■would be distributed especially through the 

country, and grow up with habits of industry 

and capacity for self support and usefulness . Lt 

is not unworthy of remark, that the execution 

of the law would not cost the commonwealth 

a dollar, whilst it would secure most important 

benefits to the community, and especially to 



of honest support. 

3 In the case of females, when it shall be 
made to appear that they are needed for the 
conduct of the family, and are kept employ cd, 
and that their parents can comfortably support 
them, and teach iIi.mii domestic scrv.ee. 

Sect. II. U shall be the duty of the com- 
missioners of the several counties or this corn- 
mon wealth annually, to issue their precept to 
the assessors of every township, ward or 
district within the county, requiring them, 
when making out the list of taxable*, to enter 
in a separate column, and return a complete 
and accurate list of all colored minors, spect- 



benelits to the community, and especially to "^^T^ of each residing with- 
the unhappy and neglected portion of our , yingt he nam and agUQl e , 6 
raC e, whose improvement it immediately con- » tl e.r tow r.sh 1 , an d thirteen, if 
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templates. For these reasons your memorialist 
very respectfully solicits your body to con- 
sider the annexed bill, and if in your judg- 
ment it is calculated to advance the public 
good, to avail it into a law, with such correc- 
tions as your wisdom may suggest. 

S. S. ScHMUCKER, 

Citizen of Adams county, Pa. 
Gettysburg, March 2,183?. 



Jin Act concerning the Minor Colored Popu- 
lation of this Commonwealth. 
Whereas, A large portion of the colored 
population of this commonwealth has, hereto- 
fore not been brought «p lo any regular trade, 
art, occupation or calling; in NMm^ 
which they have labored under peculiar flU- 
faculties in making an honest support ; ami 
pot having acquired habits of industry in 
youth, have failed to prove as useful lo them- 
selves and others, as they otherwise would 

have done. , - 

Sect I Therefore be enacted, that Irom 
and after the passage of this act, all colored 
minors in this commonwealth, who are above 
the a*e of fourteen, if males, and thirteen, if 
females, who have not been bound by their 
parents or other legal authority, by regular 
indenture, to serve as apprentices to some art, 
trade, calling or service, shall be bound as 
apprentices in the manner hereafter specified j 
except in the following cases, viz: 

|. When the father himself is of temperate 
industrious habits, follows some regular art, 
trade or calling, keeps his son or sons regular- 
ly employed, and is able to support, and capa- 



the age of . fourteen, if males, and thirteen f 
females, who have not been regularly bound 
by indenture as apprentices to some art, trade, 
calling or service ; which return the said com. 
missioned shall deliver to the clerk of qua ler 
sessions, to be filed for the use of said court. 

Sect III. It shall be the duty of the court 
aforesaid, at the session next ensuing, to ap- 
point two justices of the peace in each tow i- 
shir, ward or district, who, after giving ten 
day 4 notice to the parent, guard urns or friend" 
of all the minors reported ill their township, 
ward or district, shall meet at the time and 
place of Which the notice aforesaid shall have _ 
been given to the parent, guardians or menus 
of the minors, and decide upon the cases ot 
exception according lo the provisions ol this 
act, and within thirty days thereafter bind all 
the minors embraced in the provisions of this 
act to persons of good character | provided 
that an anneal shall be from their decision to 
the court aforesaid, if prosecuted at the court 



next ensuing; the said justice, to revive 
each one dollar for every minor legally bound, 
to be paid by the masier at the MM of laden- 

IU Sect. IV. All persons embraced in the 
exceptions specified in section one of this act, 
shall nevertheless be annually reported by the 
assessors, and returned by the court to the 
justices of the peace aforesa.d, and shall be 
continued as exceptions, only so long a* the 
grounds of such exception in the judgment 01 

said justices continued. ... „ mmnn . 

Sect. V. All die laws of this common 
wealth, for the regulation and Protection of 



lv employed, and is able to support, ana capa- wcaun, w u» ^ 6 , „ I" " de d to all color 
catling. 
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|n~s of this act: and by colored 
in this act are meant negroes, and also, 
Oes of every grade. 
I VI. Any justice of the peace he- 

to attend to t!ie duties assigned him 
this act, shall, on information to the 
foresaid, l>e fined twenty dollars, for 

|tse, one-half to go to the informer, and 
ier half to the county treasury, for the 
of the common schools in the district 
ich said justice resides. 
pr. VII. And any pcTson desirous of 

1 one of said minors indented to him, 
inply to one of the justices aforesaid, 

said applicant be temperate and of good 
|tter, shall give him a certificate, which 
gv present to the parent or guardian of 
Bnor, and invite him to bring his or her 
d or ward before the justice. And if 
prent, guardian or minor refuses to go, 
e lawful for the justice to cause them 
nr in the manner provided, in the case 
[conding apprentices, in the act of Sep- 
J 29, 1770,' for the regulation of np- 
ccs, the expense of said process to be 
id by the person to whom said minor 
e indented. And if there be several 
ants of temperate habits and good 
ter, the minor shall have the privilege 
tenon. 

frr. VIIJ. This act shall continue in 
pfteen years and no longer. 



C*LL FOR THE NATIONAL CON- 
VENTION, 

At the lasl anniversary" of the American 
Anti-Slavery Society, it was Voted to hold a 
National Convention at Albany, on the 3lst 
day (»f July next. The undersigned were 
appointed a committee to issue a CALL, and 
make the necessary arrangements for the pro- 
posed Convention, t. 

In executing the wishes of the Society, 
thev accordingly most cordially invite all such 
FREEMEN OF THE tlNITED STATES 
AS ADOPT THE PRINCIPLES EMBO- 
DIED IN THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SO- 
CIETY to meet in Convention at Albany, on 
the last Wednesday of July next, in the 4th 
Presbyterian meeting house, at ten o'clock 

A. M; * . ' 

■ The object of the Convention is the 
thorough discussion of those great principles 
which" lie at the foundation of the abolition 
Enterprise throughout the civilized world; 
and of the measures which are suited to its 
accomplishment in the United States, and 
especially those which relate to the proper 
exercise of the right of suffrage by* citizens 
of the free states. All questions and matters 
foreign to this object will be cautiously avoid- 
ed in the deliberations of the occasion. 



a meeting of the Tlgilant rfssociafion, 
the 3 1st of May, the following officers 
Unanimously elected : 
Iobert Purtvis, President. 
dwirt Hi Coats, JHce President, 
amcs Needham, Treasurer, 
tobertB. Ayres, Secretary. 
[scob C. White, Jlgenl. 
{standing committee of twelve. 

i special meeting, held on the 10th of 
iobert Pin vis, Edward Needles, Joseph 
fr, and Samuel Levick were chosen as 
gal committee, and they, together with 
Int, Jacob C. White, were empowered 
pive and collect donations, and those 
el an interest hi the objects of the 
patiort are earnestly desired to leave 
lotions with cither or any of the above 
B persons. 
[Jacob C. White, Secretary, pro. tcm. 

fi are requested to state that the funds 
t foregoing Association are very low — 
Jiioncy just now would do essential 
Cc < A 11 word to the wise is sufficient." 



w. l. chaphni > Utica< 

ELL, > 



ew York. 



Wm. Goodeix, 
Joshua Leavitt, ? *r 
II. B.Stanton, $ 
Gurdon Grant, Troy. 
N. Safford, 

A. G. Alder, I Albany . 
Hiram Fanning, f ' 
Nathan Colburn,J 



For the National Reformer. 

"Agapelns, a man of great skill, writing to 
the emperor Justinian, amongst other things 
had this saying: we say that thou art truly 
and rightly both emperor and king, so long 
as thou canst command and master thy desires 
and pleasure*, and art beset and decked with 
the crown of temperance, and clothed with 
the purple robe of justice." 

If we were to consider well of the worthy 
effects rnd fruits of temperance, take a more 
extensive view of the all important subject, 
we would perceive, that while it has been 
zealously advocated from the pulpit, in the 
legislative halls, and through the jpreas, the 
true principles of temperance have not yet 
been learned by the many ; though some may 
be ••decked with the crown of temperance/' 
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Ihcre arc but few that have put on the "robe 
of justice.'* — To be temperate is not only to 
abstain from the use of all intoxicating drinks, 
but to be temperate in all thing;*; it is that 
virtue which governs the wise and prudent 
man through life, an if leaches Eiim how to 
abstain from all the follies and vires of a sin- 
ful world, to love mercy and l» do j u8 "J : 
there is nothing so good and excellent as 
temperance, it is the guide and governor of 
the soid, which because of her exceeding 
gn at light cannot be bid in darkless; it com- 
pelled) man to follow reason, and brings peace 
10 his mind; serves as it were, a h" d > 
restrain all pleasures, and makes mar. id the 
midst of litem good and virMoM. It senes 
for a knife lo cut off all superfluous, yam, ana 
unnecessary desires of both the soul and the 
faodtf,— while at the same time it leaches how 
to appreciate and enjoy all the comforts of 
this world bestowed upon us by an allw.se 
Providence, with 'hat moderation as be- 
comedi the virtuous and wise. This is Hie 
kind of temperance that should be adopted 
and practised by all; it ought to meet the 
consideration or the down-trodden, and op- 
pressed "colored Americans." Io throw 
off that great load of oppression, under which 
they have so long labored, they roust abandon 
all the vices of their more favored b,re l.ren, 
and as one body adopt the Hue principles Ot 
temperance and economy; they must no 
longer imitate the follies of their oppressors, 
with vain show and parade, club parties and 
nightly festivals. But let all their efforts he 
dir C ected to the promotion of ^e Christian 
religion, morality, and the universal diffusion 
of knowledge. , AstAWA. 

PhUadtlphia, A% 22, 1839. 



tHE BLACK LAWS OF OHIO. 
We copy rrom the Emancipator "the servile 
bill " that has passed the Ohio Legislature, 
will, the editor's comment. It forms the very 
Ml of injustice, and like slavery itself "stands 
alone on its own detestable pre-eminence. It 
exhibits the slaveholding power not only as 
\ -mpling under foot every natural and in- 
h _ni right, but stretching itt detestable 
••mandate over the consciences of others." It 
exhibits the pliant subserviency of the Legis- 
lature of a free stale bowing to the dictations 
of Southern tyrants. 

If the citizens of Ohio do not exert them- 
selves to have Ibis degrading bill removed 



rrom their statute book, tkeir doom is scaled. 
The very spirit of those laws that denies them 
the right lo " feed the hungry and clothe the 
naked," will yet forge new fetters, that will 
be still more galling. It will require but an- 
other stretch or power to make it a penal 
offence to pray for the prosperity of God's 

suffering poor. 

Let not the advocates and abetters or this . 
bill deceive themselves by supposing that it 
will be capable ■ of effecting the object they 
desire. No, no, far from it. Christianity is 
not yet so far annihilated, as to allow the 
demon of oppression to revel in his glory. 
There are tens of thousands, that will yield to 
the voice of conscience, and the laws of God, 
in defiance or every "despotic code" through-, 
out Christendom. So let the friends of sla- 
very multiply their penalties, enforce iheir 
fines, and enlarge their prisons, and they will 
soon discover that there are those that if they 
are denied the poor privilege of aiding their 
suffering brethren (for fear of their being 
slaves.) will glory in suffering themselves, so 
that ihey can feel their "brethren s bonds as 

being bound with them." 

This has already been styled ihe "martyr 
w in the United States." and if we judge 
from past history the sufferings that mankind 
have endured for conscience sake, we may 
anticipate future events with some degree or 
certainly. If slavcholding Kentucky can ar- 
rogate to herself the power of governing the 
consciences or the free citizens of Ohio, then 
Maryland may as easily make a like demand 
of Pennsylvania, and the General Govern- 
ment by her lordling power may yet attempt 
to subjugate the people of the free stales to 
the dominations of Southern slavery. 

This can, no doubt, all be acted upon by 
the interpretation "that it is the deliberate 
conviction of this General Assembly that the. 
Constitution can only be sustained as it was 
framed by a spirit of just compromise. M 
the Union of these stales can only be support- 
ed by making the people of the '-free states 
swear eternal allegiance lo the Southern sla- 
very, ils epitaph may as well be written, Tor 

die it must. . 

The spiiit of the Ohio "servile bill is ar- 
Yaycd against the freedom of conscience, and 
Ihe natural laws of the human mind ; and 
will be condemned by all who breathe tho 
spirit of freemen. It strikes a blow against 
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and humanity, and usurps llie divine 
ive, "help tlic poor ami needy.* 1 The 
resident of tlie United Slate?, Col. 
L a citizen of Kentucky and a slave- 
says in his famous Sunday mail report 
their revolutionary fathers asked was 
lion! toleration J" and to achieve 
V braved all ihe dangers through which 
dependence was achieved. The Con- 
expresses the object of iis framera in 
iwing language," which was "to obtain 
Vor themselves ami their posterity," 
lai* Gov. Mr. Dnlfic, of South Caro- 
ls speech on the -J ih - of July at Charles- 
ertcd that 14 he loved the Union' as 
any man living, but God forbid, said 
t it should exist a single day after it 
to promote the object* for which it 
ated." If the Legislatures of the other 
tcs of tliis confederacy do but follow 
niple of Ohio, ihe people of the North 
St will need neither % ywfnO9)e* % W00lfa 
pr black complexions" to distinguish 
run the slaves of the South, for ^jc 
1 be indelibly recorded in their code 
and remain in their archives, a stand- 
am en I of their dishonor, degradation 
my. It is altogether creditable to the 
justs of Ohio, that the streams of 
w flowed so freely for their enslaved 
•men, that the slaveholders of Kentucky 
tier the necessity of imploring their 
litre to enact laws 10 check llie full tide 
r benevolence. Go on, good friends, 
y Henry Clay will say at the next 
of Congress, ynu have put back cman- 
three centuries. Well, let Northern 
Is utter their stereotyped taunts of 
£ back emancipation. If they will 
Us alone, we will go on putting it back 
brin& slavery to judgment, and then 
ion will be free. 

IE SERVILE DILL OF OHIO." 
the polite attention of H f> S. Gillett, 
Homey at Law, of Columbia, Ohio, 
at length received a copy of the Ohio 
Bill, as it was finally passed, and bc- 
o far as the will of the Legislature, in 
of dm Constitution of the state and 
mi make it so, the law of the com- 
lih. We give the whole bill below, 
Moment that ought to be preserved 
the archives, of anti-slavery • Let it 
sa monument of the extent to which 
liatl subjugated the free statcn, in die 
our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
ty-nine. Let it -stand, as the turning 
this grand declension. Let it stand, 
10 



as the lowest depth vf the deep degradation in 
which Ohio Ins been plunged by her venal 
editors and corrupt politicians; Let it stand, 
as the point of ascension, whence she shall 
soon emerge above t lie waves of infamy. Let 
ihe history of ihe Connecticut Black Act pre- 
figure the destiny of llie Ohio Servile II tH ; 
and let the friends of Andrews and Goddard 
pray, that, like Sherman and Pearl, they may 
live to undo with their own hands the deed 
of darkness to which they have so unworthily 
lent themselves. 

In regurd to the law itself, our opinion is, 
that it will prove n very harmless affair, in 
practice; fur the difficulty of proving to the 
satisfaction of a Jury of Ohio freemen, that 
the person who gave bread to the hungry, or 
clothing to the naked, knew him lo be a slave', 
will allow of very few convictions. Let us, 
after all, be duly thankful for magnanimous 
Kentucky, that she was so cheaply satisfied, 
and that our glorious Union is so easily pre- 
served." 

LAWS OF OHIO. 

PASSED AT THE SESSION OF 1838-39. 

(No. 19.) 

.•7/1 .7c/ relating lo Fugitives front Labor Or 
Strrirp.frum other States, 

Whereas, The second section of the fourth 
article of the Constitution of the United States 
declares that "no person held lo service, or 
labor in one stale under the laws thereof, 
escaping into another, shall inconsequence of 
any law or regulation therein be discharged 
from such service or labor, but shall be de- 
livered up on claim of the parly to whom 
such service or labor may be due;" And 
whereas, the laws now in force within the 
state of Ohio are wholly inadequate to the 
protection pledged by this provision of the 
Constitution of the Southern states of this 
Union : And whereas, it is the duty of those 
who reap the largest measure of benefits con- 
ferred by the Constitution, to recognise to 
their full extent the obligations which that 
instrument imposes: Ami whereas, Jt is the 
deliberate conviction of this General Assembly, 
that the Constitution can only be sustained 
as it was framed, by a spirit of just compro- 
mise ; — Therefore, 

Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the General 
Jlstmibly of ihe Stale of Ohio, That when 
any person held to labor or service in any of 
the United St.ilcs under the laws thereof. 
Shall escape into this slate, the poison to 
whom such labor of service is due, his or her 
agent and attorney is hereby authorized to 
apply to any judge of any court uf record in 
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this slate, or to any justice of the peace, or 
Jo the mayor of any city 
who, ob such application supported by the 
oath or affirmation of such claimant, his or 
her agent or attorney, that Hid fugitive llM 
escaped from his or her service, or from the 
service of the person Tor whom he i> agent or 

attorney, and rbich oath or ^<«»** M « be attested by the officer 

1 ... . . ta Aua nni 



such arrest may be made, to be dealt with as 

the law directs. 

•Jo which warrant shall be annexed a copy 
of the oath or affirmation- hereinbefore speci- 
licci: Provided, That no such arrest shall be 
made by any sheriff or constable r tins slate 
without the limits of his own proper county ; 
bv virtue of which warrant the said fugitive 



state. 



name aim uuu-c vi v.,*- .~- - -- m - 

to whom such labor or scrv.ee W due and 
also the name and supposed age of such fugl- 
tive. w iih a pertinent descriptioq of hi» or l er 
person, shall issue his warrant 
hand and seal, and d-rcctcd to the sheriff or 
ronMahle of any county in misstate, author- 
ing and directing sails1.er.rT or constable to 
■eL and arrest .he said fugitive who shall be 
named in the said warrant : and 10 case he 
said fugitive shall be arrested m the county .n 
which "said warrant may be ; .s«.ed .to h «nj 
him or her before some judge of a court ol 
SoorTof 5.1. SU> raiding -rittj such co^ 
,v. or in rase the said fug.tm *h.J ««JJ 
in any other county than the county £ which 
the warrant may be issued, then to take mm 
?lJ?S8. some judge Of a coun recor 

i„ th« stain, w^»5^S^ w iS 

neb arrest is made; Provided, S«MWVTW 
„o SU ch warrant shall be returned before any 
officer residing out of the county in wmeh IM 
«n ^ may hafe been issued, unless the official 
SSrf the judge or justice Jjgf t *jl*£ w ; 
« ame -hall be duly authenticated by the seal 
d c Sca, of the clerk of the supreme 

court of common |te«i M i( Z r t \*c 
mayoi of any city or town 
official character of sa.d mayor shall be onrj 
f, enticated under the seal of sa. d c.ty or 
town corporate; which said warrant shall be 
in the form and to the effect following, that 
is to say : 



Sect- 2. The said person so claimed as 
a fogiure, when so arrested, shall be brought 
before the officer as directed in the Bret Mo- 
tion of this act; and the said claimant, hi* or 
her agent or attorney, having first given 
-rcuriiy for the costs, ami having proved to 
U,c BatWacliOn of such officer, that .he person 
„ eeteed and a.res.ed doth, law. 
" the state from which he or she fled owe 
"vice or labor to the person claiming him or 
her t shall be the duly of such judge to give 
1 certificate thereof to such .la.mant, his or 
L ""cntor attorney, which shall be sufficient 
authority for removing the saic I fugitive to the 
state from which he or she fled ; but no such 
certificate shall be deemed a sufficient aulhon- 
iy for the removal of such fugitive, under the 
provisions of this act. unless the official 
character of the officer giving the same be 
duly authenticated according to the provisions 
of this act, in relation to the issuing of war- 



Tbb State of Ohio. county, sa 

To anu sheriff or constable of till *f«fr of 

J Ohio, Greeting; 

This is to authorise and require you to seize 

and arrest the body of - erV ant 
sworn or affirmed to be the slave or servant 

Vg the case may be) of 

,y. to bring such person so arrested for h v, I h 
before abme judge of a court of record of this 
residing within this county; or in case 
■ uch arrest be made in at.y other county n 
Xylite, *en to take .aid f%*»%^ 
before some judge of a court of record of us 
state, residing within the county in which 



3. If any person or persons shall 
knowingly and wilfully prevent such sheriff 
or constable from arresting such fugitive from 
labor or service as aforesaid, or shall know- 
ingly and wilfuliy obstruct or hinder such 
sheriff or constable in making such arrest; or 
shall knowingly and wilfully hinder or ob- 
struct any claimant, his or her agent or at- 
torney, having the certificate provided for in 
second the section of this act, ,n the removal 
„f such fugitive to the state from which be or 
she fled; or shall rescue, or a.d and abet in 
Se rescue 8t such fugitive from such sheriff, 
constable, claimant, agent or attorney ; or i it 
two or more persons shall assemble, together 
with intent to obstruct, hinder or interrupt 
such sheriff or constable in arresting such 
fugitive, or with intent to obstruct, hinder or 
interrupt such claimant, agent or attorney 
having the certificate aforesaid, in 
of sud. fugitive to the state horn which he or 
she fled, and shall make any 
preparation therefor, every person so MUM 
U shall, upon conviction thereof. by i»01Cl. 
men., be fined in any sum """fS^S 
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned in the jail 
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of the county not exceeding sixty days, at ibe i such fugitive, if committed to jail, shall b« 

brought before said juilge, or in case of his 
absence, sickness, or inability to attend, before 
some other judge of a court of record of this 
stale residing within such county, by live 
Written order of such judge directed to the 
sheriff or jailor of the proper county, for 
final hearing and adjudication J and in \ 
there shall be a breach of the condition 
either of said bonds the claimant shall havt 
a right of action thereon, and recover as in 
other cases; and on said trial either party 
shall be entitled to be heard by counsel, and 
shall have compulsory process to compel the 
attendance of witnesses. 

Sect. 5- It shall be the duty of the said 
judge, at the time to which the ca«e is post- 
poned as aforesaid, lo proceed to hear the 
parties, and if it shall he proven 10 his satis- 
faction that the party arrested does owe labor 
or service to the claimant, he shall give such 
claimant, his or her agent or attorney, a certi- 
ficate of that fact which shall be a sufficient 
authority far such claimant, his or her agent 
or attorney to remove such fugitive from '.lie 
state ; but BO such certificate shall be deemed 
a sufficient authority for the removal of such 
fugitive unless the official character of the 
officer .giving the same be duly authenticated 
according to the provisions of this act in rela- 
tion to the issuing of warrants; and if the 
party thus arrested shall not appear according 
to the conditions of his" or her bond, it shall 
be the duty of the said judge to deliver die same 
io the claimant, his or her agent or attorney, 
to enable liiiti or her to bring suit thereon. 

Sect. 6. If any person or persons in this 
state shall counsel, advise, or entice any other 
person who by the laws of another slate shall 
owe labor <*r service to any other person or 
persons, to Leave, abandon, abscond or escape 
from the person or persons to whom such 
labor or service according to the laws of such 
other state ts or may be due, or shall furnish 
money or conveyance of any kind, or any 
other facililj , with intent and for the purpose 
of enabling" such person owing labor or ser- 
vice as aforesaid to escape from or elude the 
claimant of sach person owing labor or service 
as aloresaid,. knowing such person or persons 
to owe la.6or- or service as aforesaid, every 
person so offending shall, upon conviction 
thereof by indictment, be fined in any sum not 
exceeding fi>e hundred dollars, or be im- 
prisoned in ifhc jail of the county not exceed- 
ing witty day*, at the discretion of die court; 
and shall moreover be liable in an action at 
the suit of tlte party injured. 

SECT. 7. If a»y person cr persons shall 



discretion of the court; and shall moreover, 
bo liable in an action at the suit of the person 
claiming such labor or service. 
- Sect. 4. That w hen said fugitive shall be 
brought before the judge agreeably to the pro- 
visions of this act, on the return of the war- 
rant, if the claimant, his or her agent or at- 
torney, shall not be prepared for trial, and 
shall make oath or affirmation that he or she 
does verily believe that the person so arrested 
is a fugitive from labor or tcrvioe in another 
stale, and that if allowed lime he or she will 
be able to produce satisfactory evidence that 
the person so arrested does owe such labor or 
service, it shall be the duty of such judge to 
postpone the trial lo such lime as he may 
deem reasonable, not exceeding sixty days ; 
and in case of such postponement, it shall and 
may be lawful for such judge, unless the per- 
son so arrested shall enter into bond, with one 
or more sufficient securities to be approved 
of by such judge, in the penal sum of one 
thousand dollars lo the person claiming the 
person so arrested aforesaid, conditioned lor 
his or her appearance on the day to which 
the trial shall be postponed, and that he or she 
will then and there abide the decision of the 
judge who shall try the case, to commit the 
parly arrested to the jail of the county where 
the trial is pending there to be detained at the 
expense of ihe claimant, his agent or attorney, 
until the day set for trial by said judge ; and 
in case the party arrested shall be com- 
mitted t0 the jail of the county, the claimant, 
his or her agent or attorney shall pay down 
to said judge, for the use ol" tFie person en- 
titled (Tierelo, the amount of the jail fees and 
the sheriffs fees for keeping and providing 
for such person during the period that he or 
she shall be imprisoned as aforesaid ; and the 
said judge shall in like manner give lime not 
exceeding sixty days for the production of 
evidence on behalf of the party arrested* if he 
or she shall rile an affidavit, Chat he or she 
does not owe labor or service to the claimant, 
and thai affiant verily believes that he or she 
•will be able to produce evidence to that effect; 
Provided, That the person so arrestedi shall 
give bond and security as aforesaid, in the 
penally of one thousand dollars* and condi- 
tioned for his or her personal appearance at 
the time and place of trial, and that he or she 
will abide the decision of the judge who shall 
trv the case ; and on failure to give such bond 
and security, the party arrested shall be corn- 
milted to the jail of ihe county, there to be 
detained until the time fixed for trial, as afore- 
said ; and on the day appointed for the trial | 
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falsely, fraudulently , and without proper au- 
thority, give to any other person, who by the 
laws of any other state shall owe labor or 
Service to any person or persons, any certifi- 
cate or other testimonial (if emancipation, 
with the intent to defraud the person or per- 
sons to whom sucll labor or service may be 
due, knowing such person to owe labor or 
service as aforesaid, or shall harbor or conceal 
any such person owing labor or service as 
aforesaid, who may come into this state with- 
out the consent of the person or persons to 
Whom such labor or service may be due, 
knowing such person to owe labor or service 
as aforesaid, every person so offending shall, 
upon conviction thereof by indictment, be 
fined in any sum not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, or be imprisoned in the jail of the 
county not exceeding sixty days, at the dis- 
cretion of the court; and shall moreover be 
liable in an action at the suit of the parly in- 
jured. 

Sect. 8. Any sheriff, or constable, who 
shall execute any process directed and deliver- 
ed to him under the provisions of this act, or 
any clerk of a court, or mayor, who shall au- 
thenticate any certificate or warrant under the 
provisions of this act, shall receive the same 
fees as are now allowed by law for similar 
services in other cases. 

Sect. 9. It shall be the duty of all officers 
proceeding under this act to recognise, with- 
out proof, the existence of slavery or involun- 
tary servitude, in the several stales of this 
Union in which the same may exist or be re- 
cognised by law. 

Sect. 10. If any person in any deposi- 
tion or affidavit, or other oath of affirmation) 
taken pursuant to the provisions of this act, 
shall wilfully and corruptly depose, affirm, or 
declare, any matter to be fact, knowing the 
same to be false, or shall in like manner deny 
any matter to be fact, knowing the same to 
be true, every person so offending shall be 
deemed guilty of perjury, and upon convic- 
tion thereof shall be imprisoned in the peni- 
tentiary, and kept at hard labor not more 
than seven, nor less than three years. 

Sect- 1 1. If any person or persons shall 
in any manner attempt to carry out of this 
*ute. or knowingly be aiding in carrying out 
of this stale, any person, without first obtain- 
ing sufficient legal authority for so doing:, ac- 
cording to the laws of this state or of the 
United States, every person so offending shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof shall be imprisoned in the 
petiteritiary and kept at hard labor, not less 
three, qor more than seven years. 



Sect- 12, . That the fourth section of an 
ac\ to regulate black and mulatto persons, 
passed January 5th, 180-1, nnd so much of the 
second section of the act to prevent kidnap- 
ping, passed February 1 5th, 1831, as ia in- 
consistent with the provisionsofihisact.be 
nnd the same is hereby repealed. 

Skct. 13. That a trial and judgment 
under the act of Congress, entitled an act 
respecting fugitives . from justice and persons 
escaping from the service of their masters, 
approved February 12lh, 1793. or a trial and 
judgment under the provisions of this act, 
shall be adjudged a final bar to any sub- 
sequent proceeding against such fugitive un- 
der the provisions of this act. 

Sect. 14. This act to .lake effect from and 
after the first day of .May next. 

Jas. J. Far an, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

William Hawkins, 

• Speaker of the Senate. 

February 26, 1839. 



UPPER CANADA. 

One of the devoted brethren who are labor- 
ing a* teachers among the colored fugitives 
from Republicanism in Canada, called at the 
office lately, on his way to visit his parents in 
Massachusetts. He represents the wants of 
this people, and the claims of the little bond 
of volunteers who are trying to elevate them, 
in a very interesting point of view. Our 
friends in fJreat Britain ought to take the case 
of this growing and important body of British 
subjects into deep consideration. By every 
case of self-emancipation, America loses and 
Britain gains k M.V-N. On the latter, there- 
fore, justly fulls the responsibility of providing 
the means of their improvement. Vte recom- 
mend that a deputation should be sent out 
from England to inquire as to the best method 
of accomplishing lh« object. Our own im- 
pression is, that no better way can be devised 
than just to help brother Wilson nnd his as- 
sociates. 

The "Colored English," as they are de- 
signated in Canada, have resolved on the es- 
tablishment of a newspaper at Toronto, called 
the " British American Journal of Liberty . M 
Messrs. Peter Callego and E. L. De St. Rcmy 
are the conductors. We have received a copy 
of the prospectus, and feel that we cannot 
more advantageously introduce this new en- 
terprise than by copying it entire. It would 
do honor to the manhood of any editor, any 
where. ■ • •. 
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PKOPECTl'S OF TIIF: 

BRITISH AMERICAN JOURNAL OF LI- 
BERTY. 

Very litilc attention, to w'..at is going on 
around us, will show thai every party is up 
and doing. Nothing is left unalienated, 
which can by any means forward the interests 
of these bodies, — Societies, meetings, peti- 
tions, a thousand devices, too well understood 
by every one to need description, are put in 
action ; and more powerful than all oilier in- 
struments, the press, that giaNT lkver. of the 
modern world, is laid under all superincumbent 
obstactes, for their overthrow. 

Amidst this stirring generation, where the 
very Ministers of a meek master fuel it neces- 
sary to enter the ardent arena, and in the front 
of battle wage war for their respective tenets, 
character and interests, in this Parent Land of 
Liberty, where man's voice is free from gag- 
laws, as his limbs from chains, our colored 
fellow-subjects alone remain in a fatal and un- 
accountable torpor. 

Let us awake. Long enough, loo long for 
our reputation and our safety, we have left it 
lo others to fight our battles! The colored 
man alone can triumphantly avenge insulted 
human nature. He, the new-born Son of 
Freedom, his Soul strengthened by its re- 
generating spirit, must dispel, with the breath 
of irrefragable truth, the dense fog, which now 
obscures the native lustre of just- and equal 
laws. 

Vfe, whom birth and principle have made 
yours, call on you lo rouse your dormant ener- 
gies ; to come forward in your own canst* as 
men and freemen; to support /his your own 
mouth piece, the proposed vindicator of your 
character and rights. You must not, you 
will not refuse any sacrifice in your power, 
nor will we claim any beyond, that this publi- 
cation may lake rank among the most efficient 
and respectable. 

When the numerous and growing colored 
population of Upper Canada, complying with 
the customs prevalent in their adopted coun- 
try, will establish a Newspaper specially con- 
secrated lo their interests, no enlightened and 
liberal mind wilt view with surprise, or blame, 
a natural constitutional and English course of 
procedure. 

We are fully aware of the many very serious 
difficulties we shall have lo encounter. Her 
Majesty's colored subjects in Upper Canada, 
labor under some great disadvantages, the 
consequences of our recent passage from the 
mock Liberty, granted by heartless Republi- 
cans, to the perfect freedom of a constitutional 



monarchy. Though here wc are evidently 
doin" well, having abundance of employment, 
nevertheless we are as yel, and possibly will 
be for a few years to conic, only laborers in 
comfortable circumstances and small traders. 
Very few of us are wealthy land owners ; this 
can easily be accounted for. The gene* 
of colored emigrants- bring with ihem little «* 
nothing, beyond the hearts of freemen, and a 
resolution to work their way lo respectable 
standing in the community. This we have 
gained. Every person free from prejudice 
and parly feeling, acknowledges that as a 
Ooify, in this Province, none surpasses us in 
temperance, industry, integrity, and sell-re- 
spect. Still, having been brutally denied, by 
trembling tyrants, all liberty of mental im- 
provements, even when mocked with the 
name of free citizens, we have brought with 
us the ungratified ihirst of knowledge. Ad- 
vanced in life, with nothing bui our own exer- 
tions to rely on, for the support of ourselves and 
families, we have tittle opportunity in towns, 
and less in the fields, for any kind of study. 
Prejudice against color, though gradually dis- 
appearing, has yet hold enough, even in this 
British province, not to live, but to languish 
out a few years ; and meanwhile annoy us, with 
its silly' boasts, and foolish taunts. These 
prejudices, have, however, in our opinion, 
been greatly exaggerated ; and thereby the 
more wealthy and educated of our brethren in 
the United States have been deterred from 
fixing their residence in Upper Canada, where 
their presence, If in sufficient numbers, would 
so materially tend lo our benefit and counte- 
nance, and serve more than any tiling else, 10 
give the last blow to expiring prejudice. 

Our paper will be divided into the following 
heads : 

1st. Discussion of all legal enactments of 
the Home or Canadian Legislatures referring 
to our constitutional rights, or liable to influ- 
ence our condition of naturalized or native 
British subjects. 

2d. Comparative exposition of ihe existing' 
legislations of the different Governments in 
the United Slates ; their past and proposed 
variations, whether for better or worse; ihe 
principal police regulations of the Executive 
in these republics. 

3d. Laws and regulations in oilier British 
colonics, principally the West Indies. Oc- 
casionally we will endeavor to procure some 
account of the jurisprudence of the French 
colonies and other foreign countries. 

4th. State of opinion in. Upper Canada, as 
to color. 
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1st. Among ihe different denominations of 
clergy. 

2d. Among the educated and opulent class- 
es. 

3d. Among the laboring classes. 
4ih. Among the principal political parties. 
1st. As evinced by lite respect paid to per- 
sons and property. 2d. By ilic free exercise 
of all civil and political rights. 3d. Treatment 
in suits at law between white and colored in- 
dividuals, and total absence of Lynch Law. 
4ih. Common admission to government schools 
and Literary Societies. 5th. To all churches 
without the infamous distinction of separate 
seals. 6th. To rank in the mililia proportion- 
ate to the actual rauk in society- Lastly, we 
will not conceal any of the few unfortunate 
proofs of prejudice individuals occasionally 
give, to short they have the name but not the 
spirit of Englishmen. 

We cannot promise to 3oil our p3ges with 
the heart-sickening description of the iniquities 
perpetrated in the neighboring republic. 'The 
fact speaks loudly enough to ihe victims, and 
we doubt our power to make the English peo- 
ple tolerate even a simple recital of such enor- 
mities so frequently occurring. 

Moral and intellectual character of the co- 
lored English; their success as farmers, mer- 
chants, professional men, &c 

Discussion of all the measures likely to ad- 
vance our welfare under ihesc and all other 
heads ; with occasional glances at the progress 
of our fellow subjects in the West Indies. . 

Whatever space the foregoing all engrossing 
questions may leave us, we will devote to his- 
torical inquiries and Biographical Sketches, 
referring to our past glory and future prospects ; 
3nd we may even as a relaxation, indulge our- 
selves occasionally by introducing subjects 
quite unconnected with politics. 

Having staled the subjects we intend to treat 
of, it only remains to explain the spirit in 
which our paper will be conducted. 

As regards our colored fellow subjects, it 
is needless to say, that their character, rights 
and welfare, in every application of the word, 
here and every where else, Witt be always our 

tauta object* 

Knowing that public opinion in England is 

more enlightened than in any other country, 
or even than in her own colonies, we will on 
that account, as well as from a grateful sense 
of her great measures of national justice to- 
wards us, and from many other cogent rea- 
sons, (the interest of this colony, in general, 
being by no means the least,) support and de- 
fend with all honorable means, with all our 
for :e and might, the connection of the Canadas 



with the mother country. We will by our 
words and writings, as well as sworiU, fight 
the battles of that just and free Monarchy, 
whenever called on; and no consideration, 
however specious or plausible, shall ever make 
us pause or hesitate. 

With regard to local reforms, which do not 
compromise the safety of the connection* we 
will not pledge ourselves to any man or party. 
We remain free to take which ever side ap- 
pears to us the most just and beneficial to the 
province, without considering the parties or 
persons who propose them- Let not the pub- 
lic, however, forget that we, who have had the 
experience of uncontrolled popular govern- 
ment, and Who know what real grievances are, 
will not be easily duped into the belief that 
we are under oppression, whilst we feci no 

such thing. 

Private life will always be respected by us. 
The PUBLIC acts nlopc of political characters 
can, with propriety, be brought before the tri- 
bunal of public opinion. In general we will 
deal more with measures than men; and, when 
driven to the latter ungrateful task, hope to 
avoid the common error of descanting on hid- 
den motives, instead of obvious actions- In 
fine, we promise never to sacrifice, to any 
consideration of color or party, truth and 

PRINCIPLE. 

Peter Gam.ego and E. L. de St. Re my. 
In the private letter of the editors, accom- 
panying the prospectus, a strong confidence is 
expressed that Canada is the place for a move- 
ment of colored men in furtherance of the 
«rreat cause to which abolitionists are devoted. 
Another object of the publication is to put in a 
•'continued claim" in behalf of Her Majesty's 
colored subjects, to an equal participation in 
all civil rights and immunities in proportion to 
to their qualifications, to a seat iu the jury box, ' 
the Common Council and ihe Provincial Par- 
liament. 

The paper will be published weekly, at 
$"2.50 a year, payable in advance, in bills 
\vhieh are current in Canada. 

Our Colonization friends, whoare so-anxious 
to see black men expatriated "with their own 
consent," and placed where they can enjoy 
the prerogatives of '•freemen," and become 
"elevated," ought to take a special interest in 
the enterprise. Why should nhey not feel as 
proud of a colony in Canada as of one in 
Africa? We venture to offer a guaranty, that, 
if they will furnish us with the sum of^G t 0O0, 
equal to what the New York Colonization So- 
ciety expended last year, we will colonize in 
Canada ten times as many slaves as they have 
colonized in Bassa Cove, and furnish them. 
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With ai least double the advantage* and means 
of .improvement. Who will take u»upT 

We commend to the attentive perusal of our 
readers, the following graphic and eloquent 
speech: 

THE DIGNITY OF THE ABOLITION 

CAUSE, 1 

A9 COMPARKD WITH Til K POLITICAL' SCHEMES OF 

THE PAY. 

Speech of John Jay, of New Bedford* N. F. 
at the Fourth Anniversary of the Nerv 
York City A. S. Society, May Sth, 1830. 
In rising, sir, to move the adoption of tlic 
Annual Report, ihe pleaeirrgduty assigned me 
by the Committee of Arrangements, I am 
happy in an opportunity of offering some re- 
marks, with which 1 had intended to sustain a 
resolution, to the effect, that our Society, al- 
though it has entered the arena of politics, re- 
tains to the full extent the Christian character 
which has marked it from the beginning; that 
our cause is not to be confounded with the, po- 
litical 4chemes of the day, inasmuch as it dif- 
fers widely from them, in the fixedness and 
purity of Ue principles, its high-toned patriot- 
ism, flowing philanthropy and glorious aims; 
and that whether immediate success crowns 
our labors, or disappointments await our hopes, 
we can rejoice in the assurance of Heaven's 
favor, in the sympathies of all Christian peo- 
ple, and the voice of approving conscience. 

The recent adoption by the American Anti- 
Slavery Society, and numerous of its' auxilia- 
ries, of new measures, has led many who look 
only at the surface of things, to imagine that 
they have adopted new principles. It is un- 
necessary for me to expend many moments in 
refuting a supposition which you all know to 
be groundless, or to show that when the sup- 
porters of anti-slavery advocate POLITICAL 
ACTION, they are but carrying; out the first 
objects of our association, distinctly staled in 
the Constitution; that they are endeavoring, 
•*in a constitutional way" 1 io quote the lan- 
guage of that instrument, to fill the halls of our 
national legislature with the champions of free- 
dom, who shall hasten the day for the abolition 
of slavery and the slave trade wherever they 
exist under the sanction of Congress, That 
the founders of the Society did not advise its 
members to seek the accomplishment of these 
ends through the medium of the ballot box 
when their number was sn small that the attempt 
must inevitably have failed, and instead of 
arousing the interest or exciting the fears of 
their opponents, would only h'ave moved con- 
tempt, is not surprising. With a far-sighted 



wisdom, however, thai well became men who 
were laying the corner stone nfan institution, 

before whose principles slavery inusi fall, they 
did not restrict themselves or their successors, 
when the Society should be rejoicing \\\ jig 
strength, to the plans thru adopted, when the 
newly organized association was struggling 
with weakness; hut they provided'for the use 
of this and every other means that might there- 
after be deemed expedient, only premising 
that they must be constitutional. Those gen- 
tlemen, therefore, who, by some, arc regard- 
ed as innovators, for inculcating this doctrine 
of political action, which is only furnishing 
another outlet for the profitable employment 
of new power ; which is only adding to the 
great engine of abolition, additional wheels of 
incalculable force, to meet the increasing tide 
of anti-slavery sentiment; arc in Tactless in- 
novators than those who, regardless. of the en- 
largement of our numbers, and the increase of 
our strength, would pertinaciously restrict us 
to measures Adopted in years gone by, and 
who thus destroy the due proportion which 
then existed, and which ought to be preserved, 
between the power that we possess, and llio 
means for its exercise. 

The danger apprehended by some minds, 
from connecting this religious question with 
politics, arises from a misapprehension of 
their relation. No new end is sought to bo 
effected; no new principle is introduced; no 
new character is actually imparted to the So- x 
ciety. The political action of the abolitionists, 
far from being opposed to their moral influence, 
is only the embodiment of that influence in a 
tangible anil effective form. I will not stop 
to enlarge upon the necessity of this course for 
the preservation of freedom, of speech and of 
the press, so essential to the carrying out every 
other of our measures, for it must be evident 
to all, that if wc neglect to use the elective 
franchise, our opponents, although in a minori- 
ty, may deprive us of these rights at pleasure 
— nor will I delay you with an exposition of 
the absurdity of refusing to exercise in behalf 
of the liberty of the slave, that right of ballot 
which is the basis of our own freedom ; nor 
of the extreme folly, after having revolution- 
ized to a great degree, the public sentiment of 
the North, on I lie subject of slavery, to neglect 
to render it effective by that most constitution- 
al of all means, the exercise of suffrage. 

Many abolitionists having fallen into this er- 
ror, of mistaking the adoption of a new mea- 
sure for the adoption of a new principle, it is 
not surprising that our opponents have im- 
bibed the same opinion, or at all events have 
found it convenient to express it; and all 
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Ihough it is frequently very diiTieult to distin- 
guish hypocrisy Froth truth, 1 am Inclined to 
believe from the fact, that previously io one 
of our elections, both democrats ami whiffB 
ehi]eav«ore(lj by flattering speeches, more odi- 
ous by far than their abuse, lo court our favor ; 
that they did in reality regard us as on a par 
With themselves; and were we very sensitive 
to the opinions entertained of us by our pro- 
slavery friends, il would be a little mortifying 
to remember that, by many who arc unable in- 
discriminate between a means and an end, a 
measure and a principle, we are looked upon 
in a similar light with the political parlies of 
the day. 

( To be continued.) 



Ifor the National Rvffwnieri 

*' Wc desire to mil the attention of some of tllO lenmed 

phrenologists to the heading of this nriicle, [Humanniogy ,] 
so thev may hv able to cuUivalc anew science, and lell us 
what Organ* a man ought to have 10 render him n slave. " 

National firfarmer. 

" Wlml organs ?" we must seek among the skulls 
Ot some »ho walk the earth unblush 'mgly, 

With head erect, bat with the will (alas! 
Sometimes the paver) to trample in the i!u»t 
The energies of never dying souls. 
They should possess such organs, they are slaves 
To man's worst passion*, willing, shameless slaves ! 
H What organs, 1 * they who speculate in signs 
Of character may ask,— but oh! wlial souls ? 
It is a fearful question, wliat mny be 
The fate of unrepenling souls like theirs. 

We turn from them lo those whom they oppress, v 
To those (what e'er their organs) who have hearts 
"Warm witli the purest human feelings* who 

Have spirits guided by the light of heaven. % 
Oh • wluticVr earthly shadows cross their paths, 
That blotted ray is beaming from above; 
J\nd if they follow it, they'll gain at last 
A world of perfect, never ending bliss. E. 
March 5lh f 1S39. 



For the tfaitansl Reformer* 
A. CALL AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR. 

' " Why stand ye lie re all the clay idle ?— Mat. x\,6. 

DT SOSAH WILSON. * 

. Halh no man hired yo», to lend 
Succour lo the distress'*), who bend 

Beneath oppression's hand r* 
To you has no command been given, 
To heed the still small voice from Heaven { 
Why do >c idly stand f 

Prize yc the calm around your home! 
Ob, list! on southern breezes come 

The sound of whips and chains, 
Turn from the false the worn-out story, 
Of" Freedom fi « Independence" « Ghry" 

Sec, slavery's curso remains ! 



\\ lint e'er nur country 'a impious l»oasl f 
Of high, firm llfllldinp;, (long since lost,; 

Know ye not while we bear 
Tim I "firrihm'iJJ'trr in *»Vr us waring-*' 

tic MI* a of blood our slums arc laving i 
Why ye idle hero f* 

Hon SO, muse ye ! while our hour remains, 
Oh lend your aid to lunik the chains 

That fi tter soul nnd hand '. 
On,— onward in Ihestrrn^lh lint's Riven, 
The I'^ld m ound you in from Heaven, 
Nu longer idle smnd I 
Fifth ino. 1<J. 



Prom the Cfcrftihui Witncssi 
MOR AL It K V O 11 M KIIS. 
If to tbo heroes of the olden lime 

"Who fought ami suffered, I-iSeriy ! for thco, 

Daring to the lo make a people free, 
Honors belong and triumph-hymns sublime, 
Making their names the waleli-wortl of n elime — 

What meed of purest glory shall be Riven 

To lum who stands, sustained alone by heaven. 

Battling with single arm a Nation's crime? 
Unmoved, unswerving in the thickest fight, 

Though scoffs, and jeers, ami nurses from I lie vile, 
And bate he pnureil upon his head the while, 
Tllfl fearless champion of the True and Right? 
What meetl for him } PrOfftne not wilh your lays 
His name — for Earth no language bnth lo speak his praise! 



NOTICE. 

The third Annual Meeting of the American 
Moral Reform Society will be held in this 
ciiy on ihe second Tuesday (I3ih) of August 
next. We hope our brethren without respect 
to creed or color, will assemble in large dele- 
gations. Papers friendly to llic cause of 
Moral Reform are requested to. publish this 
notiec. John P. Ilimr., 

Chairman of Iht Board of Managers, 



T Kit MS OK PUBLICATION, he. The size of 
the J\'alional Reformer will be sixteen pages, roy al oc- 
tavo, and published monthly, at $1, 00 a year, in advance- 
six copies lor $5.00. 

All communications, See., relating to the editorial de- 
partment should be addressed, post paid, to ROBKRT 
PURVIS, No. II JoffCMOO Kow. Those that relate to 
subscriptions to this paper must be directed to JOHN l\ 
tiUltlt, 1 13 S. Filth street. 

JOHN B. ROBERTS has been appointed cenrral 
■sent of the Society, anil is fully authorized to lecture and 
form auxiliaries, to collect funds in aid of the Society's 
operations, and suucriplions for the 1 Reformer.' 
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ANNIVERSARY MEETING. 
The third annual meeting of the Jimttican 
Moral Reform Society, was held on the 13th,, 
14th, L&lh, and lGih inst., in the basement 
story of the 11 Second African Presbyterian 
Church" in this city. The venerable Presi- 
dent, James Forth?*, though in feeble health 
and laden with years, presided throughout* 
with thai dignity and urbanity bo pecu- 
liarly characteristic in his general character, 
though there were but a few persons in 
attendance from a distance,* yet the So- 
ciety was not less ably represented, in to- 
lent and numbers, than on any previous 
occasion. The business meetings were con- 
ducted with the highest order and decorum, 
and the debates were truly interesting. The 
honest zeal and devotion that animated the 
different speakers on subjects where a dif- 
ference of opinion existed, was alike credi- 
table to their "heads and hearts." These 
conflicts of mind with mind drew forth 
some of the most admirable strains of sublime 
oratory and impassioned eloquence we have 
ever listened to, 

Ji would be invidious to mention the names 
of those possessing such rare and invaluable 
gifts, in order to distinguish them from those 
less fortunate, were it not that the parting re- 
solution to the Rev. D. A. Payne welcoming 
him to the gratitude and affection of the good 
people of the British West Indies forms such 
an exception, and elicited from him one ol 
those spontaneous bursts of fervid eloquence 
that for a lime wholly enchained the attention 
of the enlightened assemblage, while the 
speaker won for himself their atfection, esteem, 
and admiration for his Christian devotion, as 
as well as their prayers for his future wel- 
fare. 

It was a meeting no less noble in lis design, 



'This was probalily owing in part to our notice not 
having been copied by our exchange papers. 

17 



than practicable in its effect. It was SUCtl a 
meeting as our faithful and untiring friends 
would have rejoiced to witness. Its object 
was the propagation of truth, and the triumph 
of correct principles. No- rainbow of expe- 
diency darkened its counsels. There was no 
colonization fever, or Canadian song, to allure 
our patriotism — no fire-brand badge of com* 
plejcion, like a blazing meteor, to explode in 
our midst, and coneume order in one general 
conflagration — no parlnerKhip with oppres- 
sion to shield "the church and the govern- 
ment under which we live from the 'blood- 
stained guiltiness of trafficking in the bodies 
and souls of men' — no 'timid time-serving 
priests,' to warn us of the danger of awaken- 
ing the ' wrath of man,' " and the re-action 
of public sentiment, and to coax us into ihc- 
lullaby mood of adopting correct principles 
when the world was prepared to receive 
them. 

These were our old enemies; and in the 
language of Perry, wc met them, and they 
were ours." They battled with truth, and they 
had no weapons fit for the encounter. W hero- 
are they fled to? Let the roll book of our 
former meetings point to their homes! 
Where are they, with all that patriotism, hu- 
manity, and piety, that taught them to bedaub- 
us with the title of "visionary enthusiasts" and 
■■ infidel theorists" for maintaining that to set 
up complexional distinctions, for selfish pur- 
poses, was contrary to the principles of God's 
moral government? How are they applying 
their wisdom and benevolence to improve 
die condition of their brethren, both free and 
enslaved! Is there any less need of general 
and combined effort to improve our condition 
now, than there was in 1831-2-3-4-5-0 and 

7? Would it not be of equal importance to 

meet annually to aid in the propagation of 
those principles on which rest our entire free- 
dom, as it was in life years we have mentioned 



no 
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to meet and discuss about parliamentary 
rules — the soil aud climate of the Cana- 
da*? We hope thai many of them are ac- 
tive, and that there are many more, that have 
been sluggishly wailing to see what we in- 
tended to accomplish, will now see the neces- 
sity of buckling on the harness again, with a 
determination to do something towards eleva- 
ting the characterond condition of their down- 
trodden countrymen. We are certain many 
of them will be with us again. As an earnest 
of what we intend to perform by our future 
efforts, just observe the resolution to raise 
$300 for the support of their Reformer the 
present year, and 8170, of the same was sub- 
scribed on the spot. Brethren, you may par- 
ticipate in raising this sum if it be your de- 
sire, and our agent will call on you during the 
year, and receive your subscriptions and dona- 
tions. Every family that can read, ought to 
have the 11 Temperance Recorder" placed in 
their hands. There is a great work to be 
done*, and plenty to perform it, if every one 
will but resolve to do his part. 

It is true wis have had a great and good 
meeting, but it was very defective in many 
particulars. There ought to have been 1000 
delegates, composed of every complexion. 
A stranger coming in to view the meeting 
would say at once, that it was a colored con- 
vention, while our principles forbid us making 
such a distinction. There ought to have 
been representatives from every colored com- 
munity in the free slates at least, and one 
from every anti-slavery society and church in 
the land. We must meet together as equals, 
on the platform of our common humanity, as 
brethren, erasing from our minds every trace 
of those invidious distinctions that have been 
created by a corrupt public sentiment. The 
••cordc of ca»te" is too deeply interwoven in 
the frame work of society, to be eradicated 
without a great practical effort. We must 
freely go to you, and you must freely come 
to us, must be the language of those that dif- 
fer in complexion. Until that reciprocation 
of feeling is felt, enjoyed,and practised, neither 
slavery nor prejudice can be destroyed. 
There must bo no barrier, or complexional 



standard of duty erected between them. 

Their duties and interests must be alike. 
The colored people as a body, from a long 
scries of oppression they have always received 
from the while man, are naturally led to Mis- 
trust the motives of their best friends; and will 
be unwilling to participate with them where 
their privileges arc not denied, but would wil- 
lingly embrace those as their best friends that 
would meet with them. Il is fur this Teason 
thai they are inclined lo keep away from 
anti-slavery meetings where they would be rc- 
reccived as " brethren beloved. 99 As one of 
the great objects the anti-slavery society* is 
to improve the character and condition of the 
the free people of color, we hold that our 
society presents the best theatre for their en- 
tire success, because it is based on the same 
principles, and points to the same practical 
result, — and because the very principles we 
entertain and practice, prepares the minds of 
our brethren for that union so much desired 
by the true friends of freedom. We there- 
fore appeal to the friends of justice and hu- 
manity to examine the principles and bearing 
of our Society on the future interest and hap- 
piness of the people of this country, and give 
il that support v your love of freedom and repub- 
lican principles demand. We believe that 
the great cancer that is eating out the heart of 
this nation, is American slavery and slmcri- 
cun prejudice. To destroy it, the original 
structure of Society must be rc-moddled t so as 
lo allow the principles of the declaration of 
'70 to be carried out into full and proper ap- 
plication. 

We are satisfied that the measures of the 
American Anti-Slavery Society, and the 
American Moral Reform Societv, if properly 
sustained, are capable, under the blessing of 
Divine Providence, of producing this happy 

result, and of saving our country from the 
melancholy fate of all the republics that have 
preceded it. Faithfully believing in the 
final triumph of the principles of libeity and 
justice, we shall faithfully maintain them. 
If the friends of freedom believe we are in 
error t they owe it as a duty to themselves— 
to posterity — the enslaved — their country— 
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anJ (heir GOD, to utter forth their remon- 
strance, in tones that would be heard through- 
out the land. 



EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE 
BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE A. AI. 
REFORM SOCIETY;. 

The successful conflicts of intellectual 
power over the spirit of despotism, and the 
depravity of human nature, embraces the his- 
tory of moral enterprise. The many brilliant 
achievments the former has displayed in 
changing the organization of matter, cultiva- 
ting the face of nature, and giving laws to the 
human mind, is surpassed by the loftier dig- 
nity and more intrinsic excellence of the 
latter, while pouring forth in one continuous 
.flood its renovating influence on the human 
heart by bringing into entire subjugation the 
whole physical powers to the great interests 
of the moral world — as well as its contem- 
plated improvement of the present and future 
'destiny of man in every age and every 
clime. ■ 

" Fiat justitia mat caelum" — " Let justice 
be done though the heavens should fall," was 
the indestructible motto inscribed on the first 
sheet that ever floated from an American press, 
having for its banner the " Genius of Uni- 



slaveholdcra.and their abettors, by the preaa, 
awakened the ire of tyrants, until they became 
determined on its annihilation. The storm 
began its fury, and the only press that sound- 
ed the bugle note of freedom was placed un- 
der the ban and condemned to silence by 
slave laws. Its voice though crushed fori 
lime, was ttot buried, but still sends forth its 
warning vcvice to the oppressor. It was at 
this period, when "darkness covered the 
land," and despotism held almost undisputed 
sway throughoutthis republic, that the Libera- 
tor came in&o existence. Although its concep- 
tion was of Heavenly origin, it was born the 
child of persecution, and was cradled in the 
fiery furnace, amidst the scorching flames of 
despotism, — and like the salamander, it can- 
not it be destroyed in its own element. It 
has never forgotten its parentage, and conse- 
quently b-ohily defies every power that may 
be raised to; crush It. While it breathes 
forth the spirit of peace, the storm seems to 
be its natural element. 11 It was born in it" 
Its immeasurable strength is rarely seen, only 
in the boisterous and surging waves of perse- 
cution, and SQ extinguishing the volcanic fires 
that have be>en kindled for it consummation. 
It carne intca being in opposition to the spirit 
of all earthly power, and therefore it asks no 
protection from human governments— and 



vbrsal Emancipation." It was an oasts 

L the dark desert of despotism, that long seeks no physical redress for human mflic- 

overshadowed its brilliant illuminations. Its tions. Us fauth and hope are immovably fixed 

infant voice was heard by the demons of the on the promises of the Most High God, and 

forest, for its appeals were loo potent to be it breathes forth a spirit of pure, unmixed hu- 



lost on a guilty world. Individual conscience 
was smitten, and the spirit of humanity awoke 
from the stupor of death. 

The stifled breath of inquiry soon began its 
contagious career, and with it came sympathy 
for the^enslaved. From that period the pros- 
pective emancipation of 2,500,000 American 
bondmen, (children of one common parent, 
•born with immortal souls, whose deathless 
existence fills the measure of two worlds,) was 
feebly entertained by those that were not en- 
tirely wrapped in the mantle of infidelity— 
•ngulphed in heathenism,— sordid avarice and 
Dental blindness. 

* The faithful exposures of the conduct of 



inanity commensurate with the existence of 
its author. When advocating the claims of 
suffering humtanity it disposes of geographical 
lines and lirafced boundaries as mere prison- 
houses for seH fish and sordid spirits. It con- 
templates natiions as but 11 outposts,*' and go- 
vernments anid men, when arrayed against the 
will of the owe at I AM, as the floating para- 
phrenalia of a pestilential atmosphere. It ac- 
knowledges no earthly leader— no human 
cr eed— no national partition, but embraces in 
the chain of tits generous sympathy the inte- 
rests of the whole human race, without dis. 
unction, as to> clime, country* or complexion- 
On its banner is inscribed the Christ-like 



mono, 11 My country is the world, my coun- 
trymen, all mankind," 1 1 was at the estab- 
lishment of the Liberator, this glorious senti- 
ment received a generative existence, and 
an American baptism. And it is from the 
operation of these principles are mainly to 
be attributed the existence of near 2000 
organizations for the benefit of the enslaved, 
and the elevation of the "free people of color." 
Il was tm aid in promoting these principles, 
and the measures of the anti-slavery organi- 
zations was the object for which our society 
rras formed. It was the Liberator that first 
heralded forth the doctrine of immediate 
emancipation for all the slaves in bondage, 
and the elevation of the free colored people 
to the rights of citizenship- It was thus 
double armed ; it commenced, whh the herald 
of peace in one hand, and the sword of truth 
in the other, one of the most severe moral con- 
flicts with expediency and despotism this age 
has witnessed; and on its issue hangs the 
future hope of the down-trodden slave — the 
inierests of the whole colored population — 
the perpetuation of republican principles, and 
the triumph of Christianity. Tyrants have 
trembled from the very first onset. The 
cause of freedom has gained strength and 
power from every fiesh encounter. The 
drooping spirits of the oppressed have become 
animated with inspiring hope. Every victory 
achieved plainly demonstrates that there is 
less to conquer. 

The "colored people" have not been idle 
spectators to this grand and interesting scene. 
They have approved it by their lips— by trie 
expressions of their primary assemblies — 
their labors— their means— and their prayers. 
There is no people on earth who would re- 
joice more than they at the ushering in of 
thai newborn sun, that would melt the 
fchacklcs from three millions of their brethren 
in chains, and banish the unrelenting preju- 
dice against complexion, so that man 
might everywhere be recognised ad a man 
and a brother." And yet, too, they are la- 
mentably inconsistent. Born and educated 
n a portion of the globe where profession and 
practice differ so much from each other, they 



have established just claims to "human na-. 
lure"' by proving that they are as capable of 
making their practices brand their professions 
with falsehood as 14 other men." They cm 
exclaim as loudly against the unchristian pre- 
judice that conspires against their interest, 
scourges their reputation, and assigns them a 
situation on the map of civilized society be- 
low the order of humanity — as the fourth of 
July orators c.an vociferate against despotism 
and oppression, while appealing to their 
bacchanalian audiences in favor of the •'declara- 
tion of independence," "equal rights/' and the 
inalienable rights of man," and yel these just 
and noble sentiments equally flow with free- 
dom from the polluted lips of both, "while 
their hearts are far from them," and for the 
gratification of their own selfish and sordid 
interest* and not from tho3e motives of human- 
ity that leach us to regard the good of the 
whole. 

The cause of truth requires us to assert 
that the statements we have given are not ap- 
plicable to the whole population of these 
United States. It speaks well for the im- 
provement of the human race, when we assert 
that it is only a large majority that are thus 
guilty of violating their most hallowed profes- 
sions. Our principles forbid us to make a 
virtue of complexion, even if there were not 
already mountains of indubitable evidence, 
that the propagation of bad principles and 
evil deeds were not proved to have emanated 
fram persons of every complexion. 

We aim to maintain righteous principles, 
and to support such measures as will aid in 
improving the character and condition of our 
fellow men. We oppose every limitation of 
principles to suit the contracted views or inte- 
rests of the few or the many, because the 
principles are by that means robbed.of their 
universality, and are consequently destroyed. 
The practice of such a coutsc in the physical 
organization of matter, would destroy the 
order of nature, and dash worlds together in 
confusion. The moral world is equally under 
the guidance of Almighty Power, and iu 
equal distribution of happiness to mankind 
depends upon the proper exercise of those 



universal priiic : ^le^ on which it is established. 
The Christianity Uragflt by our Saviour leads 
us to "love our neighbors as ourselves." 
We therefore believe and affirm, that those 
churches, whether white or colored, that main- 
tain the doctrine that persons differing from 
each other in complexion ought not to be 
associated together at the same altar, and 
partake of like privileges in promoting the 
gospel of their common Redeemer, are 
founded on the rock of infidelity, and arc 
unworthy of Christian patronage. To 
practice such a religion we need no God — 
we want no Bible. The same may be said 
of a republican form of government- In our 
own country the colored man has cither no 
bill of rights, or else he is placed out of the 
order of humanity. 

American slavery has so apparently abridged 
the moral relations we hold to each oilier, 
that it is with difficulty the public mind can be 
brought to acknowledge the impartiality of 
the great author of our being, in giving us 
equal laws for our government. It was there- 
fore rendered necessary, as a measure of 
rightful expediency, to form two national 
institutions founded on the same basis, and 
governed by the same principles. 

The hateful prejudice against complexion 
had so far alienated the oppressor and the 
oppressed, that it became equally necessary 
for both to study the principles of justice in 
the same school. Our hope of success, 
depends upon a proper and impartial applica- 
tion of these principles — without regard to 
clime, country, or complexion. 

During the! past year we have labored with 
all the success we could possibly anticipate, 
considering the limited means we were able 
to obtain- The committee appointed to 
address the 14 freed men" of the British West 
Indies have executed the task allotted them, 
and the same has been published. 

CO" Our readers will observe that the pre- 
sent number is dated September, while the 
number is correctly marked so as to continue 
the series* 



THE DIGNITY OF THE ABOLITION 
CAUSE, 

AS COMPARED WITH THE POLITICAL SCHEMES 
OF THE DAY. 

Speech of John Jay, of Ntw Bedford, N. K| 
at the Fourth Anniversary of (he New 
York City tf. S. Society, May 8th, 1835. 

Coniinurd from p»£e 128. 

I propose,, sir, to examine wherein the re- 
semblance exists between the great body of 
abolitionists and these heterogeneous masses 
of men, with whom -we arc thus uncerernoni* 
ou sly associated. I will place their general 
character and conduct side by side, and I very 
much doubt whether we shall discover be- 
tween them even a shade of affinity — a color 
of resemblance. What. I would ask, in the 
first place, is the nature of the principles 
professed by the politicians of the day ? Are 
they like the principles of abolition, fixed aa 
the polar star, ever emanating from one high 
source ; or are ihey fickle and wavering, as 
the winds of heaven, veering from quarter to 
quarter, as circumstances change, and at 
times so faintly exhibited, that it is impossi- 
ble to define them with exactness. I am far 
from wishing to designate either of the great 
divisions of our countrymen, as peculiarly of 
this Vasci Haling character ; but that such has 
long been the case with regard to American 
politics, I believe no one will deny, I need 
quote no instance in support of the assertion 
that parlies claiming to be identical in charac- 
ter with those that preceded them, are go- 
verned by very different rules, than the well 
known fact that the appellation and principles 
of the old federalists, whose head was 
Washington, the frame rs of our Constitution, 
the founders of our government, are now- 
scouted with contempt, as well by the whigs 
as by the democrats, and the very name 
one so honored, is bandied between ihcrn as a 
term of reproach. 

The adoption by any association of men of 
expediency as a rule of action;— and this I 
understand to be a common principle in poli- 
tics — at once creates a wide gulf between 
that party and the abolitionists. Our rule of 
action is the uncompromising one of justice, 
the unchangeable one of truth. Resistance 
to tyranny in its worst forms, and a consist- 
ent adherence to the maxim of 11 equal rights," 
which all profess and so lew practice, is :ilone 
sufficient to prevcut even nn approach to 
affinity between abolitionists and politicians. 

Abolitionists, sir, arc not more singular in 
their fixedness and consistency, than they are 
in the DZSINTERE6TEDNJSS8 of their labors, and 
iherciUTY OF THEIR ENDS. Few will deny 
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hat the aim of our politicians, with rare ex- 
ception*, from the veriest demagogue that 
fawns upon the great, anil blusters in the 
tavern, to him who, aiming at the highest 
office in the people** gift, sells hia principles 
for a paltry vole, is essentially, intrinsically 
selfish. But who ean utler this of abolition- 
ists ? They have been denounced as incen- 
diaries, stigmatised as fanatics, scouted 39 
madmen, and ridiculed as fouls; but which 
of their most malignant enemies has ever 
taunted them with selfishness? Every other 
charge, no matter how infamously false, or 
ridiculously gross, has been brought against 
them, and found some to give it credence; 
but credulity itself would laugh at the idea of 
their aim being selfish. Obloquy the most 
bitter, persecution the most releniltss, has 
constantly rewarded their labors of love. 

Their well tried characteristic, indepen- 
dence, or as their enemies lerrn it, obstinacy 
— that martyr-firmness, against which, soft 
words and hard blow3 have proved equally 
unavailing; which neither the cold looks of 
familiar friends, nor the heavy load of public 
odium, has sufficed to move; which has 
made all things great and small, personal 
comforts, private happiness, individual repu- 
tation, subservient lo the one cause of human 
and religious liberty; this quality alone 
separates them at an infinite distance, in a 
moral point of view, from bodies of men, who 
are too often influenced in their public conduct 
by the hope or fear of personal aggrandise- 
ment or persona! loss; men who change 
their creed as they change their clothes, with- 
out an idea that they are doing aught that is 
singular, or unbecoming; who, in the course 
of a few years, may have belonged to half a 
dozen parlies, and publicly expressed various 
opposite opinions of the same ihing. If the 
fear of losing office or popularity can thus 
suddenly revolutionize their principles, what 
think you would be the effect with them of 
the prospect of loss of property and loss of 
life — of those trials with which we all have 
been threatened, and which many of us have 
mei Vet these, instead of withdrawing, have 
attached abolitionists more devotedly to their 
holy work. Their voice has never sounded 
more loud, than amid ehe hooting of the mob; 
and the breezes of persecution, far from ex- 
tinguishing, have fanned the flame of their 
devotion into a brighter blaze. 

Equally, sir, are the abolitionists distinguish- 
ed from all political associations by the interest 
felt in their progress throughout the globe. 
The paltry concerns of parlies that originate 
and cenlre in self, influence, comparatively, a 



narrow circle. Ours is the cause of humanity, 
ami enlists the sympathies of the world. In 
our own land their arc many that oppose 
us, whom I should be sorry to suppose 
destitute of every uohle principle or generous 
emotion ; but it is because prejudice or interest 
blinds them to the truth, blunts their judgment 
and warps their feelings, that they can look 
with apathy upon the wrongs of the slave, 
and with displeasure upon - the efforts of 
abolitionists- But leave the region whose 
soil is cursed, and whose almost all is polluted 
by slavery, and go where you will, from 
England lo classic Greece, from the ancient 
kingdoms of enlightened Europe, through the 
more civilized parts of Eastern Asi3, and the 
scattered islands of the Pacific to our western 
borders; in the North, and the South, and 
the East, and the West; wherever ihe pulse 
of human feeling beais in a Christian heart, 
or the throb of sympathy is felt for the des- 
titute and tlie oppressed ; wherever the light 
of the gospel has gladdened the soul ; when- 
ever virtue is honored and justice respected, 
and cruelly, and meanness, and robbery, and 
murder, are held in detestation, there shall 
there go up to heaven — and there does even 
now ascend in the remotest regions of the 
world — a prayer for the slave; a sigh (curse?) 
for the oppressor, and a blessing for the abo- 
litionists of America. 

Lastly, our cause is distinguished from all 
others by the glorious end it has in view. It 
unites the aim of the patriot, the philanthro- 
pist and the Christian. How petty appears 
the establishment of a bank, or a suh-treasurv, 
when* compared with the emancipation, the 
enfranchisement of a people — with the eleva- 
tion of millions of men made in the im3ge of 
Deity, from the condition of chattels, to ihe 
standard of humanity; the clothing in the 
manile of freedom, a race of slaves, and pour- 
ing upon the unbroken darkness of their 
minds not only the glorious light of liberty 
and civilization, but ihe more holy and puri- 
fying beams of Christianity ! 

To break in one soul the slumber of intel- 
lect that tyranny lias crushed, and warm the 
Hood of feeling that oppression has chilled, 
has justly been esteemed a god-like work. 
What appellation, then, can be too glorious 
for a scheme which is to open the floodgates 
of light and knowledge upon a nation: steep- 
ed in ignorance, and ground down with op- 
pression. 

It has been deemed a noble task, to free an 
innocent race from usurped authority at the 
point of the sword, and though at each step, 
the earth drank the blood of the fallen, and 
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thousands of nccounlablo beings were sent, 
without a warning, to the tribunal of their 
Judge ; the painter ami the poet, the historian 
nud the phUosopher« have immortalized the 
deed, and the men of succeeding ages have 
wanned into enthusiasm in admiration of the 
heroes who established the freedom of a few, 
upon the slaughtered bodies of a multitude. 
What emotion, then* I ask, should be aroused 
in our souls by the thought, that we are co- 
workers in a nobler cause than ever fired the 
warrior or inspired the poet; a cause which, 
by the blessings of heaven, shall be prosecuted 
With faithfulness, until conscience, a mightier 
weapon than the sword, shall pierce the op- 
pressor's heart, and the voice of law — at 
length ill g voice of justice — restore to an en- 
slaved people the rights of freemen. Nor 
will liberty be theirs alone, for from the dim 
shades of futurity I hear a voice arise, swelling 
with the tones of joy and thankfulness, to 
bless the memories of you, who amid obloquy 
and persecution, now are endeavoring to se- 
cure the dearest birthright man can inherit, 
to greet the entrance of unborn millions, into 
this world or sorrow and of crimes. 

Such is the cause in which it is our privi- 
lege to be engaged, pure in its origin, consist- 
ent in its progress, and glorious in its enil ; 
and being such, I believe, and I could adduce 
sound reasons for the belief, that no man who 
professes himself to he' a Christian, none who 
lays the slightest claim to the character of a 
patriot, none who pretends in the smallest de- 
cree to love virtue and honor justice, can de- 
fend slavery without the grossest inconsist- 
ency ; and although it is esteemed a small 
matter in our day, for men in high station to 
say one thing and do another; to hold one 
principle to-day, and its opposite to-morrow, 
slavery involves them all in one grand, con- 
stant, irreconcileable, contradiction, which, 
until their characters are altogether blackened 
and their consciences entirely seared, will 
adhere to ihem aa surely as fire burnetii and 
pitch dcfileth. 

You will not expect me to enter into an 
argument, to prove the assertion I have made, 
that no Christian can consistently defend 
slavery. This is neither the place nor the 
lime for such an argument, which is ever an 
ungrateful task ; for it seems like attempting 
to prove an axiom — like bringing the power 
of reasoning and illustration, to bear upon the 
question whether night is day j" I may, 
however, be permitted to say one word in 
vindication of the Church of England, as it 
here exists, of which I am a member; and 
which some of her unworthy minister! have 



dishonored, and foully slandered by proclaim- 
ing, in their official character, that the goapcl 
sanctions American slavery. More especially 
would I do this, as among all her clergy in 
the United Stales, scarcely one has deemed it 
his duty to stand forth in her defence. With 
all their professed veneration for the church 
of God, with all their care to preserve unim- 
paired those outward forms, which without 
holiness are but as the sounding brass or the 
tinkling cymbal, they have been content to 
remain in a mute complacency, while God 
has been blasphemed from the very pulpit, 
and the church literally made to pander to the 
lusts of the slaveholder. He alone whoseeth 
the heart, ami trictb the reins, can judge whe- 
ther any just cause exists for this cold apathy 
on the part of his servants, while he is thus 
openly despoiled of his honor; but it is very 
certain that they never learnt from the noble 
liturgy they profess to love, that it was right 
to defer to the fear of man, or to turn a deaf 
ear to the cry of the needy. On each suc- 
ceeding Sabbath does our church teach us to 
"commend to the fatherly goodness" of our 
great Head, •* all who aro any ways afflicted 
or oppressed in mind, body or estate; that lie 
would be pleascil to give them patience under 
their sufferings, and a happy issue out of all 
their afflictions." Who, sir, with clean hands 
and a pure heart, could arise from this prayer 
to defend the further oppression of those who 
arc already afflicted in mind, body, and es- 
tate ? Who are oppressed, not in one way, 
but in every way; not in one particular, but' 
in all. It is suflieienily harrowing to the 
feelings to let shuddering thought dwell for a 
moment upon the thousands who, wearing 
the forms of men, daily pollute the light of 
the sun with deeds blacker than the darkness 
of night; who without remorse, trample in 
the dust the children of a common Father, 
and quench the . divinity that burns within 
them; without slopping to argue with pro- 
fessed Christians, clergy men ,and even bishops, 
heads of God*s church, whether such things 
are pleasing to Ilim who is Jiighicousncsa 
and Love. And if ever it is allowable for the 
blood of a Christian man to boil with righteous 
anger, and his pulses to beat high and strong 
with the throb of virtuous indignation., it is 
when he sees those appointed, as of God, to 
preach " peace on earth and good will towards 
men," leaving the path of truth and following 
in the track of the slaveholder, announce to 
the Hock committed to ii is charge, that the 
system of slavery is n good system, and those 
who uphold it righteous men, and those who 
oppose it fanatics and fools* I feel, sir, no 



THE NATIONAL REFORMER. I" 



THK NATIONAL RF.FORMKR. 



136 

desire lo convince such clergymen by any 
arguments from Holy Writ, nor indeed, to 
remind iliem of any text of Scripture, unless 
it be that one from the writings of the wise 
man, which assures us 11 Ik that sail It unto 
the wicked, Thou art righteous, him shall 
the people curse; nations shall abhor him."— 
Proverbs xxiv. 24- 

To prove thai the support of slavery con- 
victs our statesmen of inconsistency, 1 need 
only remind you of the maxims professed and 
taught by lEie politicians of America, I care 
not of which parly, whether Democrat? or 
Whigs, whether supporters of Van Jhiren or 
Jf'ebstcr or Harrison or Clay or Scott. 
WKltch of them has not harped upon the sin- 
gle siring of "equal rights" till every dis- 
tinction of birth, and station, and intellect has 
been forgotten, and each man of us taught to 
believe he is on a par with the ruler God has 
commanded him to obey, and a feeling of 
insubordination has been aroused throughout 
the nation, from the stubborn boy who defies 
his mother, to the Slate Governor who defies 
the Executive. Is it not so? Have we not 
been told limes without number that we stand 
upon a broad platform, where all are lords of 
creation, and no man better than the rest. 

And at ihe very moment that these doc- 
trines have been proclaimed in the ears of a 
credulous people, have the same oracular 
teachers descanted with equal wisdom, upon 
the propriety of depriving one-sixth of our 
countrymen,— not of political privileges* but 
' but of personal rights; not the right of go- 
verning others* but the right of governing 
themselves. Ay, the same voice that wel- 
comes the foreigner to our shores, whatever 
be his caste, and courts his assistance, in the 
administration of our government, whatever 
be his principles, is raised with equal earnest- 
ness 10 forbid the native born American lo 
ascend one step in the scale of being from 
that depth of degradation lo which his own 
countrymen have ruthlessly consigned him. 

Gloss it over as we will — entangle it in all 
the metaphysical subtleties oT political casuis- 
try, and clothe it thus perplexed with all the 
brilliancy of a perverted eloquence, and 
the fact will remain as undeniable, as infa- 
mous as before. We may deceive our- 
selves, but we cannot deceive the world ; and 
as well might we plunge into the mire of a 
ditch at noonday and deny that the sun was 
shining above us. as lost in the slough of ex- 
pediency, and blinded by self-deceit, lo deny 
the base, the iremenduous inconsistency which 
exists between our principles and our practice. 
The world beholds it, and moat heartily des- 



pises. An all-seeing Judge beholds it, and 
will most assuredly punish. 

To form some idea of the fearful departure, 
which slavery induces from llie common 
principles of justice and honor, the existence 
of which are recognised even by politicians, 
you have only to look al American st<ttcs7ncn! 

in Congress assembled beneath the wide 
spreading folds of the star-spangled flag, 
calling themselves the representatives of a 

Iree and enlightened people, and unhlushingly 

advocating THE AMERICAN SLAVS trade. In 

the plaintive tones of Cowpcr— 

" Abs! What villi enn proper; or what prayer, 

For merchants rich in caroms of ih-spi.ir \ 

NVhojIrWe it lontUmme traffic, cimko aiul *r> B, v 
Anil buy the muscles hii«1 the bond ot tnm !" 

And what can he hoped for from men who 
voluntarily consign themselves to eternal in- 
famy, by lending the aid of noble lalcnls and 
an extended inllueuce to the protection of such 
an atrocious traffic, and call it commerce. 
There is nothing new in the misnomer. The 
British senate, in years long gone by, heard 
the African trade dignified by the same title, 
and the same demand was made, that it should 
be regulated and not destroyed. But no son 
of the pilgrims arose in our senate to rebuke 
the slaveholder defending the slave trade, as 
Fox did in that of Britain, to add the force of 
his eloquence lo the power of truth, when he 
indignantly exclaimed, that 11 with regard to 
a regulation of the slave trade, his detestatiou 
of its existence must naturally lead him to 
remark, that he knew of no such thing as a 

REGULATION OF ROBBERY', AND RESTRICTION 
OF MURDER. 

Did my limits allow me, I might proceed 
to show more in detail, the influence exerted 
by the principles of abolition upon the mind — ■ 
a matter too apt to be overlooked in treating 
of the question, and which has never received 
the attention it unquestionably deserves. The 
importance of fixed opinions, in giving stabi- 
lity and strength lo the character, is admitted 
by all, and that the adoption of a consistent 
course of thought and action upon any one 
great question of morals, religion, or politics, 
exerts a powerful effect upon the character 
and life, never has been doubled. What then 
must be the natural influence of principles 
like ours, which* baaed upon Holy Writ, bear 
in every particular the impress of Christianity, 
which, although aiming at one, and that, 
seemingly, a simple end — the emancipation 
and christianizing of the negro race — embrace 
nearly every branch of Christian ethics, in- 
cludes a great part of our duly towards God, 
and almost the whole of our duty towards our 
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neighbor. I mean not by any means to say 
thai (he adoption of the anti-slavery doctrines, 
as laid down in the constitution, will enable 
an individual to practice the duties of which 
they treat, for this would We attributing to 
. mere abstract principles a power that belongs 
to God alone. But 1 do confidently as6ert 
that the receiving these principles into the 
mind, the firm conviction of their truth, and 
the consistent adherence to them, despite the 
ridicule or the opposition ihey may excite, 
must give to every man, whatever his creed 
or his profession, be he 11 Jew, Turk, infidel* 
or heretic," a higher character than he pos- 
sessed before. And when the light of abolition 
dawns upon a Christian's soul, and dispel- 
ling the mist of prejudice, or perchance of 
self-interest, discloses to li is view the glorious 
truth so often unmeaningly uttered, that in 
the sight of Heaven all men are equal, and 
entitled to the same rights; when it leads "him 
to assimulate in this matter his practice with 
his professions, to call up every talent, to 
bring into action every tittle of influence, and 
strain every nerve to vindicate the purity of 
his religion, to redress the wrongs of the 
slave, and brighten the tarnished honor of his 
country; when it induces him for this cause 
to join himself with men of humble sphere, 
and hecome with many of no repute, and 
calmly to pursue the even tenor of his noble 
course, though friends desert, and acquaint- 
ance shun, and the world reviles him; upon 
euch an one, if he be consistent in, other 
things, the adoption of anti-slavery principles 
confers a lofty dignity of character, which no 
individual — I say it advisedly — however dis- 
tinguished for his genius, his learning or his 
pietv(!) be he layman or deacon, or priest or 
bishop, so long as he is the advocate of slave- 
ry, ever can attaint 

If it were not descending from- that high 
point of duty from which this question should 
be viewed, to a lower eminence, I might also 
dwell upon the immortality which abolition 
will confer upon its supporters, after they 
shall have left the scene of their labors and 
their trials, for that far far country, 14 from 
whose bourne no traveller returns." "When 
their traducers shall aleep in forgetfulness, or 
be mentioned only with contempt, abolition 
shall be to them a crown of glory. Laborers 
in the cause of human ily f the scroll of phi- 
lanthropy shall embalm their names. Vindi- 
cators of their country's honor, the brightest 
page of her history shall record their deeds. 
Champions of the inalienable rights of man, 
the humble abolitionists of our day shall live 
in the light of song and the memories of the 

18 



good ; when of the dealers in mm no token 
shall be cherished, and no hand shall scrape 
from iheirforgutten monuments the obliterating 
moss. 

Think not these predictions the result of 
wild enthusiasm or difilempcrcd fancy. They 
are the deductions of reason stamped with 
probability by the history of the past. The 
spirit of liberty in every age has wreathed a 
chaplet for her servants more glorious far than 
the blood-stained laurels of the conqueror. 
The voice of her defenders, after the lapse of 
rcnturies, finds a response in the bosom of 
every freeman. Their tones are echoed in 
the eloquence of the statesmen, and breathe 
again in the poet's verse, when the record of 
the conqueror serves only *• to point a moral 
or adorn a tale." The annals of every land 
are blazoned with the deeds of those who 
"struck for freedom or a grave/' while the 
vaunts and menace of their despotic master* 
have died upon the air, and themselves, high 
though their titles and proud their name, have 

gone down 

" To the vile dust from whence they iprUDg, 
Unwept, unltonofedj snd unwuj."" 

If such the reward of those who have done 
battle for their own liberties, why should not 
an equal — nay, a greater meed of glory bo 
awarded to those who, in the enjoyment of 
every blessing, voluntarily devote themselves 
to the cause of the destitute and the oppress- 
ed ? , Already are the people of England, and 
of the civilized world, doing justice to the 
memories of the philanthropists who would 
have buried slavery and the slave-trade in & 
common grave; and the day is fast coming 
when the simple announcement on the grave 
stone of an American, 11 He was an abolition- 
iatf* will confer a purer claim to the respect 
and veneration of those who may come after 
him, than the most flattering epitaph, that 
records, in the language of panegyric, the 
honors, the philanthropy and the piety of one 
who claimed properly in his fellow man. 

You need, however, no arguments of this - 
kind to incite you to perseverance. The pre- 
sent teems with inducements, without calling 

upon the future — 

"From East to West 
A groan ornccusaiion purees Hen* en ! 
The wretched |>leml RgMiMt <»a ; niullrtntlca. 
Count leas xnd vehement, the torn of God, 
Our brethren!" 

and heaven is listening to the appeal. 

That such a cause should die, is a moral 

impossibility. Our enemies mistaking, as I 

have showed you, its nature and character, 

have vainly imagined that with threats they 

could deter us, that with brute force and 
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fast receding into sluggishness 1 1832, when the spasmodic feeling caused by 
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deadly violence, they could vanquish us. 
They should remember that if this work be 
of God they cannot overthrow it, and verily 
Ihey have reason for the belief. Its progress 
as well as its principles testify to the fact. 
The dim sparks of abolition, which a Tew 
years since began to shed a glimmering light 
in ihc home of the pilgrims, gradually burst 
into a flame, which, fed by the oil of truth, 
and fanned by the -winds of persecution, has 
gained new strength with the rising of every 
sun, and through the mighty assistance of an 
all-righteous Providence, shall cease nol to 
burn until slavery, with its Heaven-defying, 
hell-born iniquities shall be totally consumed. 
Contending, as we have done, with powers 
and principalities, with the rulers of the 
darkness of thia world, and with spiritual 
wickedness in high places, Romanist and 
churchman, dissenter and infidel, joining 
hands to oppose us ; the mitre of the bishop, 
the dignity of the Executive, the purity of the 
bench, the sanctity of the pulpit, have all 
been prostituted to uphold slavery- Never, 
never shall they succeed. They must prove 
the Hible a lie, and the commands of Jehovah 
empty words, before they can show slavery 
, to be right; and ere they think to crush the 
spirit of abolition, they must do what human 
power never yet has effected ; they must 
quench 

•'Th* unconquerable mind, and freedom's holy flume," 

for until virtue is banished from the earth, and 
the love of liberty from the souls of men, so 
lonir shall our cause flourish. 

The principles of our constitution must be 
forgotten, and the memories of our patriot 
fathers lost in oblivion, ere Jlmericans shall 
cease to demand freedom for the slave. God's 
candlestick must be removed from our land, 
and its heavenly beams extinguished in a 
night of darkness, before Christians shall 
cease to labor for the eternal welfare of their 
Tiegro brethren. 

It was ably and eloquently demonstrated to 
you yesterday, • how great is the political in- 
- ftuence which the free elates may exert to- 
wards the annihilation of slavery. Let us 
then persevere, strong in the justness of our 
cause ; strong in the weapons of truth, in the 
freedom of speech and of the ptess, in the 
rights of petition and of suffrage ; strong in 
the assurance that by the slaveholder our 
power is fell and is (eared ; strong in the con- 
viction that to us has been committed, and 
upon us in a great degree depends the deliver- 
ance of millions of our countrymen in bonds. 



Let us, above nil, ever remember that " where 
ihc spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty," and 
that when we' battle with the enemies of 
freedom, we arc contending with the enemies 
God. It is His work in which we are en- 
gaged, and however much the wicked may 
oppose, and the idle laugh, the angry threaten, 
and the violent shed innocent blood; the 
hour is assuredly coming, and Heaven grant 

wide- 



it may be soon when every slave in our 
spread confederacy, freed from the manacles 
of bondage, and clothed with the panoply of 
freedom, shall stand a living witness that the 
foolishness of man is ihe wisdom of God, and 
the weakness of man is the power of God. 



OCT" We anticipate a rich intellectual treat 
for our friends in the very rich and eloquent 
speech of Henry II. Garnet, which we intend 
to publish in our next paper. 



41 Q, in a corner." We have received 
two letters from 11 Q, in a corner," the first 
addressed through us to the American Moral 
Reform Society, then in session ; the second, 
after our arrival home, through the post ofllce, 
(post paid,) commenting on the formality of 
our proceedings. We would inform such 
anonymous scribblers that we can have no 
agency in laying their comments before our 
meetingy. If the second was intended for the 
Reformer, we desire him to understand that 
our columns cannot be prostituted to the base 
purpose of assailing private character over 
fictitious signatures. If, as he asserts, that the 
14 last two days of the session, gave him a 
clear view of the principles and designs of 
the Society, and that he heartily subscribes 
lo them," let him come forward and join the 
Society, and aid in removing its 44 imaginary 
errors." If he fails to do this, we shall 
doubt his sincerity; and as he claims our ac- 
quaintance, let him be cautious, lest we ex- 
pose his real name. 



Speech of H. B. Stanton before the National Society. 



"THE FREE COLORED POPULATION 
OP THESE UNITED STATES." 

Continued from page 1 1 3. 

Our object in continuing these articles is 
to show that the free colored population, with 
the most brilliant hopes of entire success in 
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full view, are fast receding into sluggishness 
and indifference concerning their general wel- 
fare. With a host of friends to aid tliem ; 
and the superior advantages that education 
and means liave bestowed upon the rifling 
generation, they are less devoted to the pro- 
motion of their general and future interests, 
than were their fathers, while laboring under a 
host of attendant evils, which are known lo 
the present generation only as a part of his- 
tory. 

In 1817, when that " monument of oppres- 
1 sion, "the American Colonization Society, laid 
[ its corner stone in the city of Washington, 
which was dedicated to the 11 Goddess of 
I Slavery," and that u infernal fiend, 99 the preju- 
I dice of "caste, its twin sister, they simul- 
I taneonsly arose as one man in this city, and 
I denounced its object and design. This re- 
I monstrance was followed up by others 
] throughout the 'free states,' until there was 
I scarcely a community of colored people to be 
I found, that had not indignantly rejected the 
I infamous attempt to banish them from their 
I na/iirt land." This was undertaken ata period 
I when it might almost be said in complexional 
I language that "every man's hand was against 
[ them." 

They then adopted principles, which, if 
I they had been successfully followed up, 
I were sufficiently broad to cover the whole 
I ground of the present anti-slavery enterprise. 
I The Southampton insurrection, and expulsion 
1 laws of Ohio, about the year 1829, involved 
I ihem in another siege of persecution ; and 
I they again assembled in the month of June, 
I 1830, lo adoptsuch measures as they conceived 
I might be most conducive to their future inte- 
I rests, when molested in their common pur- 
I suits of life by the relentless hand of tyranny. 
I The subject became one of general interest, 
land the conventions were continued annually 
I up lo the year 1835, and during that whole 
period delegations were sent to attend the 
meetings several hundreds of miles, at a great 
I expense, from the principal towns throughout 
. the free, and a portion of the slave slates, 
■ comprising altogether fourteen. In the year 



1832, when the spasmodic feeling caused by 
the persecution began lo abate, the convention 
assumed a political form with two contending 
parlies. The former was for confining it* 
action to the object originally conlemplati-d, 
viz., ihe purchase of lands in Upper Cannd* f 
as an asylum for those that might be obliged 
to fly from their native homes on account of 
oppressive enactments. The latter were in 
favor of applying their resources and means 
lo further their objects of improvement at 
home. The different degrees of latitude, as 
well as ihe different degrees of oppression 
under which they severally existed, brought 
local feelings, interests and prejudices into the 
meetings of the convention, until the usual 
slang of political demagogues formed a gene- 
ral characteristic of many of the mosl distin- 
guished speakers. Northern and Southern 
interests were nol unfrequenily applied to the 
motives of each other, as conflicting with the 
general interests, (as they are used in the 
halls of the American Congress.) The con- 
test continued to grow thicker, and the breach 
became wider and wider •between the con- 
tending parties. Many seeing that the seeds 
of discord had become fatally sown, retired, 
without hope, while the majority, ambitious 
to promote the original object for which they 
had associated, exerted every nerve, /)0/i7tCfl//y, 
to overcome their opponents, and bring the 
business into its original train. The minority 
being equally conscious the)' were laboring 
to promote just principles, hoped to gain lhat 
ascendency thai would best secure, the inte- 
rests of the whole. During this time, both 
parties equally united in offering their protests 
against the American Colonization Society. 
The American Ami-Slavery Society about 
this period began to awaken the attention of 
the nation, and receive the gratitude, 
affection, and esteem of the colored people of 
the North. Thils situated, there appeared 
but 1 it lie prospect that any general good 
would arise from the action of a body com- 
posed of such discordant elements. The two 
parties now about rivalled each other in num- 
bers, and the .'alter, lhat had formerly stood in 
the minority in 1825, succeeded in having 
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the convention adopt a declaration of senti- 
ment, and a teebminciidatjoti io form a 
Society on the principle therein contained, 
10 be 'called the American Moral Reform 
Sociely. without impairing the or.ginal 
Objects of tbC contortion. Thus, those that 
were most anxious for perpetuating the 
convention, had Ihe Opportunity of continuing 
its meetings undisturbed by those that had 
before opposed their designs. But the 
convention has never since assembled. The 
Society has met annually. A brief history 
fr.»rn that period until the present will form 
another chapter. 



For tht National Rrfurmcr. 

PROCEEDINGS 
Of the Third Annual Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Moral Reform Society. 

The annual meeting for business was held 
at tlie Second -African Presbyterian Church, 
in Philadelphia, on Tuesday, August 13th, at 

10 o'clock, A. M. 

The President, James Forten, ben., in \m\ 

chair. ' _ 

Prayer by the Rev. Charles Gardner. 
00 motion, Mr. A. Harris was appointed 

Secretary. 

Constitution of the Sociely read. 

On motion, it was voted, That a committee 
of two be appointed to wait upon the editor 
of the "Public Ledger," (a daily penny paper, 
of this city,) to learn his intentions in regard 
to admitting in his paper advertisements for 
runaway slaves, such as appeared m saifl 
paper on the 10th, 12th, and 13ih met-, and 
to ieport to this body. 

After some discussion, the motion was 

withdrawn. . 

On motion adjourned to meet this afternoon 

at 3 o'clock, P. M- 

Tt'ESDAV Afternoon. 
The Society met pursuant to adjournment. 
The President in the chair. 

Prayer hy the Rev. Mr. J**™»- . - 
On motion, it was Pesolvah That a com. 
mine* Of three be appointed to prepare busi- 
ness, to be acted on by the Society, at this 

"Tndfew Harris, Robert Purvis, Daniel A. 
Payne, were appointed that committee- 

Mr. Harris, chairman of '.he committee 
on business, reported the following resolu- 
tions: 



1. Resolved. That we inquire into the 
cause of the want of concentration of effort 
among our people, and a remedy therefor. 

3. Resolved, That every person who has 
the means, ought to obtain a good educa- 
tion. 

The 1st and 3d of the foregoing resolutions 
were adopted. The 2d, after much discus- 
sion, was made the order of the day for to- 
morrow morning. Adjourned. 

Wednesday morning, August 14, 1839. 
The Society met pursuant to* adjournment. 
The President in the chair. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Rhodes. 
The resolution, which by vote was made 
the order of the day, haiing come up, it 
was voted, afier considerable discussion, that 
il lie over for the action of the Society this 

afternoon. . r 

On motion. Resolved, That a committee oT 
three be appointed to draw up and issue a 
circular setting forth the principles of this 
Society, and to exhort our brethren through- 
out the "country to co-operate with the So- 
ciety, to carry out the principles which it 
sets forth — not in any one place, but when- 
ever it is practicable. Adopted, 

A. Harris, Robert Purvis, William Whip- 
per, were appointed that committee. 



Wednesday afternoon, August 14lh. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment. 
President in the chair. 

Prayer by the Rev. Daniel A. Payne. 

The resolution laid over for the action of 
the Sociely this afternoon, after a protracted 
discussion, was, on motion, indefinitely post- 
poned. 

On motion, Resolved, That we respond 
heartily to the following eloquent and correct 
sentiments of our distinguished friend and advo- 
cate, William Lloyd Garrison, in relation to the 
American Colonization Sociely. Adopted. 

** I, in sober earnestness, and in the fear of 
Oorl, — knowing perfectly well the ground on 
which I tread, and the truthfulness of all 
my allegations, — pronounce the colonization 
scheme to be of the devil; meaning by that 
term, that all the elements of cruelly, oppres- 
sion, and sin are embodied in its principles, 
doctrines, measures, and designs. Il is not 
comparatively, bul positively wicked; not 
incidentally, but directly evil; not slightly, 
but exceedingly criminal. I maintain, that 
it is not the fruit of mistaken philanthropy, 
but of unmitigated malice of heart; that its 
real object is not the abolition of slavery, or 
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the foreign slave-trade, or the regeneration erf 
Africa, but the expulsion of the free colored 
population from our shores for bad purposes; 
that it is •filled with all unrighteousness, 
wickedness, maliciousness — full of envy, de- 
ceit, malignity — despiteful, proud, without 
understanding, without natural affection, im- 
placable, unmerciful;' trut, like the father of 
It, it has been a liar from the beginning — now 
going about like a roaring lion, seeking 
whom it might devour, and anon, transform- 
in^ itself into an angel of light. I affirm, thai 
no man who understanding!)- comprehends it, 
and yet gives it his support, can be either a 
humane man, a true patriot, or a sound 
Christian. 

Thursday morning, August 15, 1839. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment. 
President in the chair. 

Opened with prayer by the Rev. Daniel A. 
Payne. 

On motion, Resolved, Th3t a committee of 
three be appointed to wait upon the editor 
of the Public Ledger, to learn his views and 
intentions in regard to admitting- such adver- 
tisements in relation to runaway slaves, as 
appeared in his paper on the 10th, 12th, and 
13th inst. 

After considerable discussion, this resolu- 
tion was adopted, and in conformity with it, 
the following persons were appointed the 
committee. Messrs A. Harris, R. Purvis, 
and Rev. C. Gardner. Adjourned. 



C. White, were appoinud that 

this 



Thursday afternoon, August 1 5lh, 1839. 

The Society met pursuant to adjournment. 
President in the chair. 

Opened with prayer, by the Rev. Stephen 
Smith. 

The committee appointed to call upon the 
editors of the Public Ledger, having made a 
verbal report, — It was on motion, 

Resolved* That every friend of freedom, 
and especially the colored people, should 
cease to patronize the Public Ledger, and 
every other paper, whose columns are open 
for advertising runaway slaves. Adopted. 

On motion, it was voted, That, whereas, 
much of the wickedness, misery, and crime, 
which is found in the district of Moyamensing 
in thid city, is the result of intemperance, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed to draw up a petition, to be pre- 
sented to the Commissioners of Moyamensing, 

setting forth the evils thereof. 

Rev. Charles W. Gardner, Win. Whippet, 



and Jacob 
committee. 

On motion, it was. Resolved, That 
Society pledge to raise $500 the ensuing 
year, for the purpose of carrying out its prin- 
ciples* : • 

On motion, Messrs. R. Purvis, W. Whip- 
per, and E. Jones, were appointed a commit- 
tee to nominate officers of this Society, for the 
ensuing year. Adopted. f 

Adjourned. 

Friday morning, August 16ih, 1839. 

Morning Session. — It was voted thai Paris 
Salters act as chairman pro. tem. 

Prayer by Rev. Charles W. Gardner. 

The committee on nomination of officers 
for this Society, made the following report* 
which was adopted. 

President. 
JAMES FORTEN, Senr. 

lice Presidents. 
John Peck — Pittsburg, Pa. 
Jacob C. White — Philadelphia. 
Daniel Yates — New Jersey. 
Daniel A. Payne— Troy, N. Y. 
Treasurer. 
Joseph Cassey. 
foreign Corresponding Secretary. 
James Forten, Jr. 
Home Corresponding Secretary* 
William Whipfer. 

Recording Secretary*, t t 1 

John C. Bowers. 
Board of Managers. 

John P. Burr, 
James Bird, 
Benjamin C. Bacon, 
John D. Oliver. 
Robert Purvis, 
Rev. Jacob Rhodes, 
Thomas Butler. " 



On motion, Resolved, That the resolution 
passed yesterday, relative to the Public Led- 
ger, be repealed. 

This resolution, after a full and free discus- 
sion, was negatived. 

Adjourned. . 

Friday afternoon, August IGih, 1839. 

Opened with prayer, by the Rev. Mr. 
Harris. 

On motion, it was voted, That a committee 
of three be appointed to nominate a suitable 
person as agent for this Society, for the en- 
suing year. 
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Messrs. C. \V. Gardner, A. Harris, and John 
P. Burr, were appointed that committee. 

The comniiiice lo nominate am agent, re- 
ported the Rev. Jacob Rhodes. Adopted. 

On motion, Resolved, That licentiousness 
is a great and crying evil, and thai a fair stand- 
ard of justice requires that we s-hould hold 
in disrepute without partiality or discrimina- 
tion of sex, all who are guilty of the great sin. 
Adopted. 

Moved, That this Society hold an evening 
session. Adopted. 

Moved, That this Society deprecate the 
practice s-o generally indulged in, of feasting 
on " holidays." Adopted. 

Moved, That every lover of liberty, ought 
to be a member of some anti-slavery society. 
Adopted. 

By previous arrangement, the Society lis- 
tened to a highly interesting address from Mr. 
Joshua Coffin, on the subject of slavery. 

Moved, That the thanks of this Society be 
tendered lo Mr. Coffin, for his excellent ad- 
dress. Adopted. 

The following resolutions were then of- 
fered, and after having been most eloquently 
and feelingly responded to, by the Rev. 
Daniel A. Payne, — were unanimously adopt- 
ed. 

"Whereas, We have learned that our distin- 
guished and pious co-laborer, the Rev. Daniel 
A. Payne, contemplates removing from his 
present scene of labors, to the British West 
Indies, 

Resolved, That we cordially recommend 
him to the enlightened philanthropy of the 
people of the West Indies, and the grateful 
affection of the friends of humanity through- 
out the world, for his exalted philanthropy, 
enlightened wisdom, and Christian philan- 
thropy. 

Adjourned to meet this evening at eight 
o'clock. 

Friday evening, August IGth, 183i>. 
President in chair. 

Opened with prayer, by the Rev. Daniel 
A. Payne. 

On motion, Resolved, That so much of the 
Constitution of this Society, as relates to 
membership, be so altered and amended, as 
to admit persons without regard to sex, by 
signing the: Constitution. Adopted. 

The following resolutions were offered, and 
severally adopted. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the 
young men of this city and county, lo assist 

supporting all those Societies, which tend 



to their elevation, such as Literary, Library, 
and Debating Societies. 

Resolved^ That the Board of Directors be 
requested to appoint a committee to confer 
with the Executive Committee of the Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery Society, relative to effecting 
tlaeit co-operation in the most favorable plan 
ihat their wisdom may suggest for impro- 
ving the condition of the " free people of 
color." 

Resolvedy That we view with the deepest 
regret, that many of 'our population, are en- 
gaged in the ruinous and wicked practice of 
purchasing lottery tickets, and policies. 

Resolved, That lh» usual method of attach- 
ing the names of the mover and seconder of 
resolutions in the printed minutes, be dis- 
pensed with. 

Resolved, "That what is morally right 
for man lo do, is morally right for woman," 
therefore, we earnestly and cordially invite 
women to co-operate with us in carrying 
out the great principles of moral reform. 

Resolved, That the libellous letter against 
the character and condition of the " people of 
color," in this city and elsewhere — which ap- 
peared in the Charleston Courier of 

emanates from a certain clerical "wolf in 



sheeps* clothing" — and who thereby proves 
himself a recreant lo every principle of honor, 

gratitude, and truth. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting 
be tendered to the -officers of this church — 
and the officers of this Society, for their fidel- 
ity and faithfulness in the discharge of their 
duties. 

Resolved, That we now adjourn lo meet in 
this city on the second Tuesday in August 
next. 

Names ok Delegates. 

Pennsylvania, — James Forlen, Senr., Rev. 
Chailes W. Gardner, Jacob C. White, James 
Fortcn, Jr., Joseph Casscy, Robert Piirvis, 
John C. Bowers, John P. Burr, Benjamin C. 
Bacon, Joshua CofTin, James McCrummill, 
Rev. Jacob Rhodes, James Bird , Evan Jones, 
Samuel Nichols, Esther Moore, Elizabeth 
Proctor, Eunice C. Irvin, Eliza Bias, John 
D. Oliver, James M. White, Hannah Pur- 
nell.Emma Roberts, Margaret Pcirce, Mary 
Bargas, Amelia Lewis, Sarah Sullivan, Mary 
Ann Whipper. Ralph Smith, Daniel Col- 
ley, James Cornish, Robert B. Forte n, 
J. J. U. Bins, M. Wolf, John Lewis, 
Elizabeth Chew, Mary Baelall, Flora Ran- 
dolph, Jane Lccotinl, Serena Brown, Grace 
DouglaBSi Isaac Wilkins, Rev. Andrew Har- 
ris, Thompson Taylor, 7,. J. Purnell, David 
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Gordon, Isaac White, Robert Douglass, 
Benjamin Stanley, Francis Bailey, Edwin II. 
Coates, Nathaniel W. Depee, Poier Lester, 
Paris Sal ler«,— />A iladefphia. 

Rev. Stephen Smith, 1 

Wm. Whippcr, V Columbia, Pa. 

Daniel George, J 

Rev. Daniel A. Payne, Troy, N. Y. 

Acknowledgment of donations received for 
the National Reformer. 

Rev. Stephen Smith, on account of 

pledge 65 00 

Joseph Cnssey 5 00 

Robert Por?ia . . . - . . . 10 00 

James Forlen, Jr. ..... . 5 00 

Flora Randolph ....... 2 00 

George Boardly 1 00 

James Forten, Senr 5 00 



#33 00 



For the National IUfornuT. 

WEST INDIAN MISSION. 

A society lias been established in the city 
of Troy, by the colored people of that plane, 
to promote the spread of the gospel among 
the /reed men of the British West India 
Islands. Thus while some of our brethren 
have been contemplating the establishment 
of a commercial company to fill their coflers 
with the silver and gold of thnse islands, 
these Christian philanthropists of Troy have 
been considering the duty of scattering among 
the inhabitants of those islands, "the un- 
searchable riches of Christ " 

Citizens of Troy, well done! well done! ! 

Origen. 



We publish below an interesting account of 
the island of Trinidad. If the half be true, (and 
we have no reason to doubt but what the 
whole is so,) no ordinary inducements are 
offered to many of our people who are perish- 
ing for the want of such a field. We believe, 
under God, that those islands of the sea, 
(British West Indies,) are destined to have 
such a bearing on this country, as will ulti- 
mately lead to the abolition of slavery. We 
hope some of our brethren will avail them- 
selves of the privileges here offered. We are 
opposed to any general movement for emigra- 
tion! anywhere, among our people, but we 
can aee no objection to individuals " bettering 
their condition/' bo near home. 



From the Cotorni American. 
Description of TUB Iht.aind of Trinidad, 

AND OF THI ADVANTAGES TO ItF. DER1TKD 
FROM EMIGRATION TO THAT COLONY. 

The island of Trinidad belongs to the Bri- 
tish empire, ll lies only ten degrees noflh nf 
the Equator] frost and SU0W art consequent- 
ly unknown, whilst the air is tempered by 
the trade winds, which blow regularly from 
the eastward. The extreme licals of the 
coast of Africa, or of the East Indies, are 
never experienced, the thermometer generally 
ranging from 72° in the morning to 65° at 
no»n i being the ordinary temperature of a 
mild summer in New. York. Flow cm are 
always in blossom, and trees always in leaf.— 
Indian corn, of which two crops can be raised 
in the year, sweet potatoes, yams, plantains, 
and pumpkins constitute t ho chief vegetable 
food of the inhabitants, Rice, also, grows 
luxuriantly, and yields abundantly ; and every 
description of garden slufls, such as cabbages, 
lettuces, beans, peas, cucumbers, tom.itoes, 
and egg plants, can be raised easily at all 
limes; all the fruits of the tropics, oranges, 
limes, lemons, pine apples, melons, guavus, 
pomegranates, bannas, sapadillas, sugar ap- 
ples, avocado pears, called sometimes, vege- 
table butler, with innumerable others, grow 
and produce with scarcely any care and atten- 
tion. The spices of the cast rnny soon l)e 
made a valuable article of commerce, by an 
industrious population. Cinnamon, cloves, 
and nutmegs, are found to thrive there luxu- 
riantly- Of the latter, there is at present a 
stock of young plants in the botanical garden 
ready for distribution to any settlers who may 
require them. The quality of the nutmegs, 
has been tested in Great Britain, and pro- 
nounced to be equal to any brought from the 
East. In four or five years ihe young plants 
begin to bear, and require no more attention^ 
than an apple orchard in this state. The soil 
of the island is in many places of inexhau st- 
able fertility, situated at the mouth of tl»o 
great river Oronoco, it consists principally of 
the alluvial deposit of that mighty 6lream*and 
it is no uncommon practice amongst the sugar 
planters, to place their cattle-pens on the 
banks of a rivulet, for the purpose of casting 
in the manure, and getting rid of it with the 
greater facility. 

The island contains about 2400 square 
miles in surface, of which not more than one- 
tenth has been yet granted. The remainder 
belongs to the government, and can be pur- 
chased by settlers who require it; in which 
case it is put up to public sale and granted to 
the highest bidder. The usual price of wild 
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lands, in the most favorable situations, has 
not exceeded two dollars an acre. It is in- 
variably covered with a thick forest of trees, 
some of which sire raltiable as dye-woods, 
and others of tlie most durable description 
are fit for buildings and mill-works ; besides 
those which are adapted for the ornamental 
work of the cabinet maker. With the excep- 
tion of one range of mountains from 1200 to 
2000 feel high on the northern side, the sur- 
face of the whole island is nearly level, bat 
generally undulating, so that is naturally 
drained without trouble or expense. No part 
of it is encumbered with loose rocks or stones, 
even the mountainous range above mentioned 
is covered with a luxuriant growth of forest 
timber, and may be cultivated with cocoa, 
coffee, and pimento, to its very summit. It 
is the only British colony which produces 
cocoa abundantly. The chocolate manufac- 
tured from it, is greatly superior to that of 
the Brazil, and nearly equal to that of Carrac- 
cas. From the light labor which its cultiva- 
tion requires, and the cool shade of its beau- 
tiful groves, it has always been a favorite pur- 
suit with the indolent Spaniards. Indigo 
grows everywhere as a wild weed ; but it has 
never been cultivated, in consequence of the 
superior profit derived from the cocoa and su- 
gar estates. 

An article which the island is capable of 
producing abundantly, and of the finest qual- 
ity, presents itself to the peculiar attention of 
emigrants from these states ; namely, tobacco. 
A small quantity has been raised for many 
. years, by a few Indians, composing a Spanish 
mission at Sip aria in the centre of the island; 
it is used only for smoking, and has been pro- 
nounced by competent judges to he equal if 
not superior in flavor to the hesl Principe or 
Havana segars. The Indians are loo indolent 
to raise more than they require for their own 
consumption, and the English planters are 
totally ignorant of its growth and manufacture. 
The cultivation of this article would seem to 
open a rich field of profit for enterprising men, 
and would require little or no capital to estab- 
lish it. 

Amongst the many blessings conferred by 
a bountiful Providence upon Trinidad, one of 
the most conspicuous is its entire exemption 
from hurricanes and droughts. These two 
dreadful scourges with which the other Bri- 
tish West India Islands are so frequently af- 
* dieted, are unknown in this fortunate colony. 
Good water is consequently to be found every 
where, and the mountain streams are amongst 
the purest in the world. As the surface of 
the island is thus well watered, and naturally 



drained, whilst the temperature is always 
moderate, Trinidad is found In he extremely 
healthy. Europeans shortly afier their arri- 
val are of coursestibject in inflammatory fevers, 
but the natives, and all the colored population, 
enjoy a stale of good health and longevity 
not to be surpassed in any quarter of the 
globe. 

This description has hitherto only noticed 
the agricultural advantages of Trinidad; hut 
from lis happy position it cannot fail of be- 
coming the great commercial emporium, the 
" New York," in fact of that part of the 
world. Placed at the mouth of the splen- 
did river Oronoco, it commands the commerce 
of a country as fertile and extensive as the 
valley of the Mississippi. "Port of Spain," 
the capital of Trinidad, has always been the 
marl from which the inhabitants of those re- 
gions arc supplied with European goods ; 
which they pay for in oxen, mules, horses, 
hides, cotton, indigo, tortoise-shell, dollars 
and doubloons, and in proportion to the 
growth of the population of this part of South 
America, must the commerce of Trinidad in- 
crease. The Gulf of Paria, which divides 
it from the main land of the continent, con- 
stitutes a port unrivalled in size and grandeur. 
Throughout this immense basin of fifty miles 
broad, and 100 long, the anchorage is good, 
Land locked on all sides, and exempted from 
hurricanes, it affords a haven of perfect secu- 
rity. On the north-east corner of this beau- 
tiful and placid sheet of water, the city of 
41 Port of Spain," is placed, and a Bleam-boat 
running to and fro every day in the week, 
excepting Sundays, keeps up a constant com- 
munication between it and the southern dis- 
tricts. The streets are well paved — laid out 
in rectangubu squares; and a stream ol pure 
water is conducted by iron pipes from a river 
in the hills above, through the centre of its 
population, which amounts to about 11,000. 
Port of Spain is universally admitted to be 
one of the handsomest towns in the West 
Indies. 

To be continued* 



R«v JACOll KIIOUF.S hfta been appointed general 
agent of the Society, ami is fully mithori*«--d to lecture »ud 
form auxiliaries. tO eoNeet fundi in aid ol llic Society*! 
operations, and subenptions lor the 1 Uelormer.' 



AG K NTS FOR THE NATIONAL KR FOKMEIt. 
Massachusetts, AVw Hedford— Nathan Johnson. 
JVeio fork, Troi/—U»uh-\ A. Payne, Win. Rich. 

JVew Jersey, rwafeiwy— John Freeman, 

•* MJurlington — Kobrri Tay lor. 

Pennsylvania, West Cheiler— Abr$1)MU D. Shad. 
** Columbia — Stephen Smith. 
» Jfarrisbu-rg — Junius C . Morell. 



THE NATIONAL RF.FOIiMrn. 



NATIONAL REFORMER. 



"QunilATII M APR OF ONK IILOOli ALL KATIOKSOF Kit IS FOP TO II WELL O* ALU TP R FMT.OFTIIR F.AHTH." t'tn xvii, ?fl ( 



l'libllNliol »»y the Hoard of BtftUBCCri of the A. M- It. Woclrty — W. Whljipvr, Hill tor. 



No. 10. 



PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER, 1339, 



Vol, 1. 



LUNDY HAS FALLEN. 
Benjamin Lundy is no more. A mighty 1 
chieftain has fallen ! ! the Columbus of free- 
dom to the New World is now chambered in 
the grave. In early life he boldly enlisted in 
the cause of the "downtrodden slave," and 
wore the livery of a veteran soldier in the 
cause of freedom and humanity, until his no- 
ble spirit was summoned to the court of free- 
dom's God. 11 Peace to his ashes." His 
sympathetic spirit swelled the tide of national 
humanity ; while his vigorous pen nerved the 
daring contest with the spirit of ilespoti'sm. 
Armed with the panoply of conscious recti- 
tude, he was courageous amidst personal 
dangers— the threats of assassins — the scorn 
and contempt of the multitude. His self-sa- 
crificing spirit led him to abandon his home, 
his country, friends and relatives, to promote 
the interest of his "enslaved brethren." 
"When duty called he always obeyed." 
There was no field of prospect, however 
distant, that he would not speedily Occupy ; 
and as the 11 post of honor always appeared 
to him to be the post of danger," he sought 
that situation with the utmost avidity. The 
marly red blood of Lovejoy resounded from 
the plains of Illinois, and appealed to the cham- 
pions of freedom, to fill the important post 
that had just been vacated by the Alton mur- 
derers. The appeal was not in vain ; Lundy, 
with that ardor and decision that always 
marked his character, immediately resolved 
to leave the city of "brotherly love," and 
wear the mantle of his departed brother, or 
perish in the same glorious cause. But a dif- 
ferent destiny awaited him — the protecting 
cegis of Providence preserved him from the 
fury of his enemies in this new, field, and the 
honors of martyrdom. While his mortal 
frame yielded to the prevalent disease of the 

climate, his enfranchised spirit soared above 
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all the corruptive regions of mortal destiny, to 
lake its abode with the God who gave it, there 
to join his noble compatriots that have gone 
before, of every country, complexion and 
clime. Lcl Lite soil of Illinois hcieafter be 
called the " Westminster Abbey" of America, 
as it contains the mortal remains of the first 
Pioneer, and first Martyr in the cause of Uni- 
versal Emancipation. 

But Benjamin Lundy is not dead, nor 
does his spirit sleep — the narrow confines of 
the grave forma no prison house for his im- 
mortal spirit. It lives and moves with us in 
its native clement. It exists and "shines with 
omnipresent beauty and brilliancy throughout 
our land. Its appeals will continue to inspire 
widi vigor the noble cause of human freedom, 
long after its fleshy tenement shall have be- 
come united with its mother dust. 

He still lives — lives in the heaTls and 
memories of the friends of freedom, of every 
nation and every clime — lives in the aflfeclions 
of his colored countrymen, both free and en- 
slaved ; arid will continue to live, not only in 
the thousand presses that shall pourtray his no- 
ble deeds, but he will adorn the historic page, 
and be adored as the apostle of liberty by 
coming generations that shall revere his me- 
mory, and " rise up and call him blessed." 

The example of a good man never' dies— 
the legacy of the wicked is their infamy ; and 
those only truly die to the world, who Icavo 
behind them no monument of their existence. 
Let not "slaveholding tyrants and their abet- 
tors" rejoice in the demise of our friend. 
Let them not be blinded by the vain hallucina- 
tion that the penetrating eye of the immortal 
Lundy will no longer be able to ferret out 

their iniquity. 

The "Genius of Universal Emancipation" 
still lives, and breathes in an hundred presses, 
and its indestructible motto, "Let justice be 
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done though iho heavens should fall, 11 Will 
freight every breeze, until the impending 
Wrath of Almighty God shall burst forth in a re- 
sistless torrent, (from the clouds of his indig- 
nation)) on American Slavery — the sin of 
B( r CS — and wash it into the pool of oblivion. 
It will then go onward inspiring the imagina- 
tion of the poet, and nerving the pen of the 
orator. It will be sung as the funeral dirge 
over slavery in every land, and will form the 
great chorus at the general jubilee of freedom, 
when all mankind, of every nation and 
clime, shall become redeemed and regenerated 
by the irresistible •« Genius of Univiversal 
Emancipation." 

Our friend Lundy lived the life of the 
righteous, and the wicked have no cause for 
triumph in his death. All that is mortal of 
him is now enclosed in the clods of the valley. 
Let them not rejoice until they have con- 
sumed all his writings in one general confla- 
gration — blotted out his name from every re- 
cord—erased the spirit that animated him from 
the hearts of the friends or liberty throughout 
the globe — quenched the free spirit of inquiry 
dethroned religion and humanity; and de- 
stroyed the Bible. Until then the warning 
voice of Lundy will shine like tho band 
writing on the wall, proclaiming to the op- 
pressor " TftJESfcf Tekel," thou art found 
wanting. 

But he is gone, and to whom shall we com- 
pare him,— not, certainly, to the hero of mili- 
tary renown, whose conquests are written in 
blood and carnage — whose trophies on the 
battle field cause the widow and fatherless 
to mourn— spreads misery and devastation 
throughout the land. Their names ought to 
be held in contempt, and their characters 
written on sand* as the enemies of their 
species — while every monument that is erected 
to perpetuate their memories, points to a mur- 
derer's grave. Let us, for whom he laboured, 
erect to his memory a monument more durable 
than motionless marble. Let us not only im- 
bibe the principles he proclaimed, but prac- 
tice the precepts he laid down, and reverence 
his memory by depositing his name in the 
sacred urn of our affections, and transmit the 



same to posterity ; and wo shall stand before 
the world walking statues to his immortal 
honor, and living monuments of the final 
triumph of freedom. 

From too Genius of Universal BrumcipMion. 
OBITUARY'. 

It has become our painful duty to announce 
lo the friends of humanity, and to the patrons 
of this paper, the melancholy intelligence of 
the death of BENJAMIN Lundv, long the 
faithful and persevering Editor of the (Junius 
of Universal Emancipation. This distin- 
guished philanthropist closed his earthly 
career on the night of the Z2& of August, from 
the prevailing disease of the country, tho 
bilious fever. He had been unable lo attend 
to the duties of his oflicc for two or three 
weeks previous, but no alarming appearances 
were observed by his friends, until tho day 
before his death. t 

Thus is the world called upon to lament the 
departure of one whose life has been devoted 
to benevolence and humanity — one whose 
strength has been exhausted, and who has 
literally worn himself out, in the cause of the 
oppressed and enslaved of our land, which, 
for eighteen years, has been tho sole anil en- 
grossing object of his pursuit, and for which 
he has toiled unremittingly, and persevered 
with unwavering constancy to his end. 
Thousands of hearts, which already beat with 
thankfulness for his sympathy, will bleed 
with anguish for his departure — and unnum- 
bered millions of disenthralled beings, in the 
course of time", will look back with joy lo his 
earthly pilgrimage, and hail with blessings riic 
name of the pioneer in the cause of their 
emancipation. 

The philanthropists of this State have un- 
usual cause for grief in this signal visitation. 
It was but lately that they were called upon 
lo lament the fate of one who fell by the hand 
of violence and whose shroud is stained with 
D j 00( l — now another of the champions of 
liberty, permitted lo labor for a season in 
this vineyard, by the inscrutable providence of 
God, has been taken away — he has finished 
his task and delivered up the trust committed 
to his hands. 

And there aTC many relatives and friends 
who have been made deeply to mourn — the 
father is taken from his motherless children— 
another link in ihe chain of affection in their 
besoms is broken- They have the sympathy 
of a class who profess to feel for other's woes, 
of every kind, and in every creature — and let 
the balm of consolation, be administered from 
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this reflection, that a virtuous life is spent 
and a glorious coarse run. 

Honor to his name and labors, and rest to 
his departed spirit! When those who are now 
called great on earth — heroes whose course 
has been marked with blood and misery — 
shall perish from the memory of men and 
and fade from the page of history, or be re- 
membered in the lapse of time as the presiding 
Spirit of ihe events of horror; then will his 
humble courfc of life be marked with beams 
of light imperishable— his unassuming spirit 
shall meet with its rich reward — and the fame 
of liiin who lived for others' good, whose 
glory was not in the battle-field, but whose 
empire was the human heart, shall be crowned 
with an unfading wreath by a world redeemed 
from bondage. The Printer. 

A whig bid for the Presidency. We cufthe 
following from the U. S. Gazette of the 7th 
of September. 

250 DOLLARS REWARD. 

AVcntaway on Saturday, a Negro 

Man called about 40 years of 

age, about inches in height, rather 

Stout, well made, and very likely 
and intelligent for a negro. He has made 
wrought nails, is an excellent farm hand, but 
would be a smart servant in almost any ca- 
pacity. He look besides other clothing a 
coat, dark pantaloons, 
<v;c. If taken in Maryland and brought here 
I will give Thirty Dollars— if taken out of 
Maryland and lodged in any jail in Maryland, 
so that I get him again, I will give Two 
Hundred and Fifty Dollars, 

JOHN JAY, 
Near Hall's X Roads, Ha. Co., Md. 

The revolutions in public opinion arc so 

rapid, that we scarcely ought to doubt any 

tiling evil coming upon us. When the U. S. 

Gazette raised the flag for Henry Clay, we 

anticipated it would be under the necessity of 

serving up a dish to suit the appetites of the 

South. But we did not anticipate that he 

would perform the infamous task of aiding the 

slave catcher. But so it is, notwithstanding 

all hia hypocritical professions about freedom 

and equality. We heard him about the year 

1832 addressing a colored school in this city ; 

and well do wc remember the language he 

used on that occasion. lie brought his little 

son with him, and turning round to his son 

he said, " my son I have brought you here to 

- I 



witness the exhibition of these seht . s 
order that you may be able to discord \ut\r 
mental abilities, and that you may learn who 
are to be your future associates when they 
end you arrive at manhood." Yetin 1S39 we 
find this valiant stickler for freedom, intellectual 
and social equality, pandering to slaveholders, 
by advertising runaway slaves. Let the 
friends of freedom score his subscription list; 
that's the remedy for pocket humanity. 



THE AMISTAD. 

The news concerning the capture of this 
vessel, together with the circumstances at- 
tending it, have already been published 
throughout the country, and our readers are 
already in possession of information superior 
to any that we should be able to give on the 
subject. The rights of Joseph Cinques, alias 
Jingua, and his brave associates, have been 
discussed by the pro-slavery press, with an 
impartiality altogether-unprecedented. There 
have, however, been a few presses that have 
clung to their idol, and denounced them as 
"pirates." Even these have proved them- 
selves reckless to the great interests of 
11 Southern institutions," by publishing the 
incendiary speech of their brave and heroic 
leader. Surely they will deserve to be branded 
as cut-throats and incendiaries for circulating 
his speeches through the enlire South. Let 
Amos Kendall immediately see to this matter, 
and issue forth a general order to his tribe of 
subordinates to have all such papers intercepted 
lest they should fall into the hands of some 
American Jingua, or the Gabriels and Nat 
Turners of Virginia. 

The slave trade has ever presented to the 
eye of humanity, horrors of the most infinite 
magnitude; which can only be equalled by 
the impudent cflYontcry, murderous spirit, and 
sav3ge barbarity of its blood-stained, and 
thrice guilty perpetrators. Among the many- 
black catalogues of crime that have stamped 
their -fatal impress on the character of men, 
anil consigned them to eternal infamy, there is 
none more worthy of public reprobation thau 
the infamous card of Dox Josh Rviz and 
Don Pktro Montez. If it be possible that 
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forth revcrberalive yells from Pandemonium, 
surely this card of these man-monsters ought 
to excite the universal execration of all 
Christendom. What! shall they who have 
been ihe primary cause of all the murders 
and robherv committed on board the Amistad. 
attempt to » return thanks for iteii providential 
rescue from the hands of a ruthless gang 
.African Duchaneers," whom they had doomed 
10 perpetual slavery? AVho are the pirates in 
this case, the Africans or those that had robbed 
them of every right, human and divine? A 
reply that would assert the latter, would dis- 
grace both our language and common sense. 
We know not how laws that are made and 
administered under the servile image of slave- 
ry, may decide ; but we do know that " there 
is a law above all Luman codes, written by 
the finger of God on the heart of man, the 
eame in all ages," that will decide that these 
poor peeled Africans have only put in practice 
the law of eelf-defence, which is justified by 
all civil governments. 

The very men that now claim the protec- 
tion of the United Slates government, are vir- 
tually " raan-robbers," and ought to be dealt 
with as pirates, for they are equally guilty 
with those that stole them from their native 
land. 

The Africans ought to prosecute them for 
robbing them of their "inalienable rights," and 
they thould be held accountable for every life 
that was lost on board the Amislad. 

If the Africans are condemed by our courts, 
a deep and lasting disgrace will fall on this 
nation. The cause of the Africans was the 
cause of Liberty ; and Joseph Cinques and 
his confederates are every way worthy of 
being ranked with the best patriots that shed 
their blood in the American Revolution. 



From tlie X. Y. Sun. . 
A SINGULAR SLAVE CASE. 
Hit whole of the Particulars concerning the 
Spanish Schooner Amistcad, ichick was 
lalthj captured and carried into New Lon- 
don, Conn, 

No sooner had the proprietor of the Sun 
hoard of the capture of the suspicious schooner, 
which has excited so much remark of dale, 
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m0 sl enormous expense a cut of he 
™L ^d a most accurate i.keness of the 
chief whTdevised the plan. The portrait 
was taken by that most talented native artist, 
James Sheffield, Esq., of New London; — 
and is for sale at the desk, splendidly lithro- 
graphed. It will be seen that our account is 
continued up to the last night, and embraces 
every particular connected with this important 
affair from the first to the last. 

In the month of June last Don Jose Ruiz, 
a wealthy and noble Spaniard, left his estate 
at Principe and proceeded to Havana to buy 
slaves. At Havana he purchashed 10 from a 
cargo which had just arrived from the Coast 
of Africa. To forward his purchase home, 
he chartered the schooner Amistead, Ramon 
Ferres master and sole owner. 

Together with his slaves he shipped a 
number of packages, partly his own and 
partly on freight. The packages contained a 
regular assortment of goods for that market. 
There was some crockery, some copper and 
many dry goods, besides fancy articles for 
amusement or luxury. Personally Senor 
Ruiz had but little money on board, although 
the captain was supposed to have specie to 
the amount of SSOOO in doubloons. Besides 
this cargo the Amisted received on board Don 
Pedro Monlez, and four slaves as passengers. 
The slaves of Senor Monlez were from the 
same cargo as those of Ruiz, but were all 
children between the age of 7 and 12. Three 
of the four were females, and one a mole. 
The crew of the schooner consisted of the 
captain, his two slaves, and two while men. 
The slaves of Ruiz and Monies were all Con- 
golese nagroes, only six weeks from the 
coast of Africa, four of which, at least, had 
been spent on the passage. One of the 
captain's slaves was a mulatto, snd employed 
as cook ; the other a black boy, named Anto- 
nio, who is yet on board the schooner. 

The schooner is of Baltimore, clipper build, 
about 170 tons burden, years old," and waa 
called the Friendship, which being hispanio- 
lised, means Amistead. She was insured at 
Havana to her full value. Senor Ruiz is in- 
sured $20,000, and it is supposed that the 
rest of the shippers also were. 

On the 29th of June, 1839, the vessel 
sailed from Havana for Guannja, the port of 
entry for Principe. Among the slaves pur- 
chased by Ruiz was one called, in Spanish, 
Joseph Cinquez, who is the son of an African 
chief. This Cinquez is one of those spirits 
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which appear but seldom. Possessing far 
more sagacity and courage than his race gener- 
ally do, he had been accustomed to command. 
His physical proporlioig-ate those best calcu- 
lated to endure privation. His countenance 
when in a repose looks heavy, but under ex- 
citement it assumes an expression of great in- 
telligence. His eye is lhat of a Spaniard, and 
can exhibit every variety of thought, from the 
cool contempt of a haughty chieftain, to the 
high resolve which would be sustained through 
martyrdom. His lips are thicker and more 
lurned*Up than those of his race in general, 
but when opened display a set of teeth ri- 
valling in beauty the most regular of those 
which we praise so much in Caucasian beauty. 
But his nostrils are the most remarkable fea- 
ture he possesses. These he can contract or 
dilate at pleasure. His general deportment is 
free from levity, and many while men might 
take a lesson in dignity and forbearance from 
the African chieftain, who, although in bon- 
dage, appears to have been the Osceola of his 
race. In height he is just 5 feet 7? inches, 
has a full chest, large joints and muscles, and 
built for strength and agility. 

The head of this extraordinary man, now 
only 26 years of age, is one that, in phreno- 
logical parlance, indicates the strongly marked 
character of its possessor- The forehead is 
high and perpendicular, no receding; it would 
most probably be called round. The organs 
of locality, individuality and eventuality are 
very prominently developed. Causality, com- 
parison and hope* rather small. Language is 
very good. In this head the mora! sentiments 
preponderate. Benevolence, veneration and 
consciensciousness are verylarge. Combative- 
ness and deslructivcness are only moderately 
developed. Perhaps, however, the strongest 
points are adhesiveness and firmness. These 
indicate unshaken courage and intense love of 
home and kindred. He is, taking him for all 
in all, one calculated to excite the deepest in- 
terest in his behalf, and just the man to invent 
and become the leader in such an event as 
that which has thrown him on our shores: 

For four days after leaving Havana, all went 
well except that the winds were ahead. 
Guanaja is only about 300 miles from the city 
of Havana, and is situated in the province of 
Puerto Principe, on the Island of Cuba. 

On the fifth night, the captain being asleep 
on a mattress on deck, with his mulatto slave 
by his side, was attacked by this chief with a 
sugar knife. The first blow did not inflict 
great injury, for after receiving it he called to 
Antonio, also his own slave, and a cabin boy, 
to get some bread and throw it among the ne- 



groes, hoping thereby to pacify thorn. The 
Captain defended himself bravely, but he was 
overpowered by Joseph, who split his head 
open. — While Joseph was encaged with the 
captain, three others were attacking the mulat- 
to slave and the white men. In the meantime 
the other negroes were making" the most 
dreadful noises imaginable. While killing 
the captain and the mulatto, the man at the 
wheel and another Spanish sailor, let down 
the stern boat and escaped. After the bloody 
business was finished, Joseph attacked Senor 
Monlez, and would have killed him but for 
the interference of others. — As it was, Senor 
Montcz received a very dangerous wound on 
the head, and another on the arm. When 
the attack ceased, Monlez went below. Ruiz 
had been on deck, but no attempt was made 
to hurt him; Joseph followed Monlez, and 
leading him on deck, tied his hands. Ruiz 
was lied immediately afterwards, and then 
both lashed together. Joseph and his three 
companions then went below and ransacked 
the cabin, after which he armed them with 
sugar knives, similar to lhat he used. This 
weapon is about 28 inches long, and ihrec 
broad at the end. From that width it tapers 
oil lo the handle, where it is simply a piece of 
bar steel, about an inch square. There were 
but four muskets on board, and the use of 
these was unknown lo the slaves. When the 
ransacking was ended, Montez and Ruiz were 
allowed to go below. Next morning Montez 
was taken out of the cabin, and although dan- 
gerously wounded, compelled lo steer to the 
eastward. Having been master of a ship in 
early life, he understood boxing about without 
making headway. All this time the negroes 
pointed to the sun and then to their knives, 
and if for a moment the vessel veered percep- 
tibly, they brandished their knives over the 
head of Montcz in a horrible manner. The 
poor wretches knew that they had come from 
where the sun appeared to rise, but ihey un- 
derstood nothing of navigation, and were easi- 
ly deluded. *• 

About two days after the rising they had a 
heavy gale, which had drifted them into the 
Bahama Channel. Here they boxed about 
again, but saw no vessel ; at last, being out of 
water, the ntgrocs ordered Monlez lo make 
the nearest land, which proved to be the Is- 
land of St. Andrew. Here the negroes met 
no one. After this, Montez steered for New 
Providence, but the negroes were not disposed 
to land. — By this lime Joseph had learned to 
slccr, and he look the helm in the day, leaving 
one of the white men lo steer at night. Every 
night Joseph slept near the helm, and had two 
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of the mosl trusty negroes by his side watch- 
ing", and ready to awake him on the least 
alarm. 

During this interval the negroes broke open 
the hatches and pillaged the cargo. Among 
it they found wine, raisins andagreal quantity 
of medicine ; all this they ale indiscriminately. 
Ten died in a short lime, and others would 
have done so, had not Joseph forbidden the 
rest to touch anything bill what he gave them. 
Any infraction of this wholesome regulation 
brought down on the head of the offender a 
severe personal chastisement from the hands of 
the chief. Joseph lived abstemiously during the 
whole trouble, and insisted on the most per- 
fect obedience to his orders. The only food 
eaten was portioned out by his hand, and not 
a box of the cargo opened but under his di- 
rection. He divided the spoil, taking the 
smallest portion for himself. He was the 
master spirit on board; every thing fell his 
influence. We confess that during all this 
lime the whites Mere in a most wretched 
condition, and their hope of escape very small. 
In the night they steered to the west, and suc- 
ceeded in persuading Joseph to keep lo the 
north of east in the day. 

About die fifteenth of this month, as the 
Spaniards supposed, for they had lost all 
knowledge of dales and days, they came in 
sight of Long Island. In the interval they 
had been boarded by several vessels, one of 
which supplied them With a demijohn of 
water. — They had seen many vessels and 
signalized them, but were unable to call their 
attention. When any vessel came alongside, 
Joseph would stand by Ruiz, the only man 
who speaks English, and watch him with 
fearful intensity. 

The org in of communication "between Senor 
Ruix and the Congolese, was Antonio, the 
captain's slave. He is by birth an African, 
but has lived in Cuba 8 Or 1 years. He 
speaks both Congolese and Spanish. He had 
been employed as cabin boy, and could Joseph 
have dispensed with his assistance he would 
have been killed. 

On the 20th of this month they were hailed 
by pilot boat No. 3, which gave them some 
apples. Joseph having some fear of betrayal, 
would not allow Ruiz to speak with these. 
Pilot boat No. 4, came along side also, but 
they were not permitted to board. On the 
21ih they made Montauk light, and stood for 
it. hoping to run the vessel ashore, but they 
drifted up the bay. They then came to an 
.nchor off Oulloden Point, where the negroes 
went ashore to lay in water. Between the 
fifteenth and twenty-fourth they had anchored 



about thirty times, at different places on the 
coast. 

The negroes who went on shore at Cullo- 
den were almost naj^l, and the inhabitants 
were exceedingly alarmed. They were two 
days in the neighborhood without any attempt 
being made to arrest them. — Only in two in- 
stances did they succeed in bartering with the 
inhabitants for provisions, once foradoubloon,, 
and once for a n)usket. While engaged in 
watering they were fallen in with by Captain 
Green and another gentleman, from Sag Har- 
bor, who had visited the point on a shooting 
excursion. Captain Green immediately saw 
that all was not right, and gave them to un- 
derstand that they should be taken care of. 
There appears to be something contradictory 
in the report of these gentlemen, who 6ay that 
die negroes asked what country they were 
in, to which the Americans replied that 
t[iey were in America. Then, according 
to the statement of the gentlemen, they ashed 
the negroes if they had any money on board, 
and told them to fetch it. The negroes said 
they had, and went on board and brought 
back two trunks, which they said contained 
400 doubloons. Captain Green said he lifted 
the trunks and heard the money rattle. He 
then told them that in the morning he would 
pilot them into Sag Harbor, upon which they 
returned to the schooner, taking the money 
with them. How this conversation could 
have occurred when not one of the negroes 
can speak a word of English, is a mystery to 
us, unless Capt. Green, or his friend, speak 
Congolese. However, Capt. Green is going 
to claim salvage, if he told the collector at 
New London correctly, on the doubloons. In 
that case, no doubt he will explain everything 
satisfactorily. We only tell the story as he 
told it to us. 

Either before or immediately after Capt. 
Green and his friend had retired, the boat of 
the cutler Washington came in sight and 
boarded the vessel. — Immediately on seeing 
a gentleman in uniform, Scnor Ruiz went up 
lo him and said : 

" These negroes are my slaves ; they have 
risen and taken the vessel; that is the leader" 
(pointing lo Joseph) and I claim your protec- 
tion." 

Liculs. Porter and Meade then immediately 
look possession, disarmed the negroes, and 
took the schooner in tow. Joseph on seeing 
this went below, and ticing some gold about 
his person, he leaped out of the main hatch, 
and at one hound was over the side. While 
under the water he disengaged the doubloons, 
and earnc up about 100 yards from ihe vessel 
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having been uiulcr water ut least five minutes. 
The bout was instantly manned ami sent in 
chase of him. When the boat ncarcil him he 
would slop, but just as it came within roach 
lio would dive down and come up again some 
yards behind her stem. lie thus employed 
(hem about 40 minutes, when seeing farther 
attempts useless, he gave himself up. W hen 
pulled on board the boat he smiled, and put- 
ting his hands lo It ts throat, intimated that he 
was going lo be hanged. Joseph was then 
transferred lo the Washington, but he seemed 
so uneasy, and displayed so much anxiety to 
return to the schooner, that he was humanely 
gratified. On once more joining the A mislead, 
the poor wretches clustered around him, 
making the most extravagant demonstrations 
of joy. Some laughed* some screamed, some 
danced, and some wept. Joseph stood in the 
midst, but did not even smile.— When the 
noise had subsided, he addressed itiem in 
.Congolese, which was translated by Antonio 
as follows ; — 

14 Friends and Brothers — We would have 
returned, but the sun was against us. 
would not see you serve the white man, so 
induced you to help me kill the Captain. I 
thought I should be killed— I expected it. It 
would have been better. You had belter be 
killed than live many moons in misery. I 
shall be hanged, I think, everyday. Hut this 
docs not pain me. I could die happy, if by 
dying I could save so many of my brothers 
from the bondage of the white man.' 1 

By this time the •excitement had risin to 
such a pitch that the officer in command had 
Joseph led away by force and returned to the 
Washington. Even this the hero bore with 
stoical dignity, while his poor countrymen 
uttered the most piercing yells. On board 
• the Washington he was manacled to prevent 
his leaping overboard. Even this failed to 
elicit the slightest perceptible emotion. — This 
was on Tuesday. On Wednesday ho signi- 
fied by motions that if they would lake him 
Oil b rd the schooner again, he would show 
llu .i a handkerchief full of doubloons. lie 
was accordingly sent onboard. His manacles 
were taken off, and he once more went below 
to receive congratulations, even more wild and 
enthusiastic than those of Tuesday. Antonio 
Wai told to watch and listen to him. Instead 
of finding the doubloons, he again addressed 
the negroes, which, according to the interpre- 
tation of Antonio to Spanish, ami from Span- 
ish to English, by John Jay Hyde, Esq., 
editor of the New London Gazette, was as 
follows : — 

» My brothers, I am once more among you, 
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having deceived the enemy of our race by 
saying I had doubloons. I came from them 
to tell you thai you have only one chance for 
death and none for liberty. I am sure you 
prefer death as 1 do. You can, by killing the 
white men now on hoard, and I will help you, 
make the people here kill you. It is better 
for you to do this, and then you will not oidy 
avert bondage yourselves, but prevent the entail- 
ment of unnumbered wrongs on your children. 
Come — come with mo then — " 

Antonio made the signal and the unsubdued 
chief was dragged from the hold, again 

manacled, and put on board the Washington. 

While making this speech, his cheek shone,, 
and his eye was often turned to the sailors in 
charge. The negroes yelled and looked as 
fiercely as he did. They leaped about and 
seemed like creatures under some lulismanic 
power. On his way lo the Washington tils 
hero moved not a muscle, but kept his ryo 
fixed on the schooner. On hoard the Wash- 
ington he made a 'thousand gestures and mo- . 
lions to be taken on deck, as if on some ur- 
gent and important errand. — Hut when Jed up 
he only looks at the schooner, and remains 
with bis eyes fixed upon her till taken below 
again. Me evinces no emotion, and had he 
lived in the days of Greece or Koine, his name 
would have been handed down lo posterity aa 
one who had practised those most sublime of 
all virtues — disinterested patriotism and un- 
shrinking courage. Now, most brobably, ho 
will be hanged as a murderer or pirate. 

On Wednesday night, Captain Gcdney 
despatched an express to the U. fc>. Marshal ut 
New Haven, who gave information to his 
Honor A. T. Judson. U. S. District Judge. 
On Thursday morning both these gentlemen 
arrived, and after careful deliberation, con-, 
eluded to hold their court on board the Wash- 
ington, then lying off the Fort, within musket 
shot of the schooner. Lieut. Wolcolt kindly 
offered the services of the U. S. Cutter Expe- 
riment lo take all interested on board thc> 
Washington. The U. S. Marshal politely 
look us under his protection. 

We have not been able to present to our 
readers the usual amount of editorial matter 
for the present number. The last month has 
proved lo be so fruitful in producing so many 
interesting incidents, that we arc obliged to 
chronicle as many of the events as possible. 
We do not anticipate that our readers will 
be loosers thereby. We have been anxious 
to notice the case of Alexander Crummcll, as 
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published in tho " Colored American,"' btilwc 
have no room. 



From the Colored American. 
DtscmrTioN of the Island of Trinidad, f 

AND OP THK ADVANTAGES TO BB DF.1UVKD | 
FROM EMIGRATION TO THAT COLONY. ( 

The Gulf of Paria abounds with fish and I 
turtle of the finest quality, anil so numerous : 
are the whales that Christopher Columbus 
named it "El Goffo fiakna"— the Gulf i 
of Whales. Only two small establishments t 
have as yet engaged in this valuable fishery. [ 

On the eastern coast, a belt of cocoa-nut 
trees, planted by the bountiful hand of nature, 
cover the sea shore for an indefinite extent. 
One steam engine has been erected for the 
manufacture of cocoa nut oil, and the refuse 
of the pulp of the nuts is found to be an in- 
valuable article for the fattening of hogs, and 
other slock ; whilst the oil is a desirable arti- 
cle in all parts of Europe and America. — 
These nuts are to be had only for the trouble 
of picking them ; are in quantities suflicient to 
• supply a number of manufactories, and would 
alone afford profitable employment to a large 

population. 

The great inducement, however, to an emi- 
grant who wishes to raise himself in the scale 
of society, is the.political and social ad vantages 
which the colored inhabitants of Trinidad en- 
joy over that of any other part of the world. 
Slavery has been utterly and entirely ex- 
tinguished therein by the British government, 
and no exclusive privileges now elevates a 
white man above his colored brethren. A. 
Council of Government consisting of twelve 
gcntUmen, in which white and colored are 
mingled, arc appointed by the Queen to legis- 
late for the whole colony. Judges are also 
appointed and paid by the Queen to adminis- 
ter.jusiice cheaply, and, as it were, at every 
man's door throughout all the rural districts. 
One of these, judges is at the present time 
a colored gentleman, and more will be appoint- 
ed whenever they can be found qualified by 
education for the'oflice. A perfect equality, 
therefore, of respectability and dignity is en- 
joyed by the colored population, not only by 
law, but socially and practically throughout 

the colony. m , 

All religious sects of every Christian deno- 
mination are equally protected and supported 
Hy the government. No tylhes of any des- 
cription are levied. The pastors of every 
church receive moderate annual stipends from 
the colonial treasury. There are at present in 
the colony nineteen churches and eleven cha- 



pels, alTordinnf religious accommodation , to a 
population of 45,000 souls, and whenever the 
inhabitants of any district are in want of aid 
to build a church or chapel, the government 
invariably grants from the colonial funds, a 
sum equal to that which the inhabitants may 
have raised by private subscription. In pro- 
portion, therefore, Io dic increase of the popu- 
lation, will their religious wants be promptly 
and satisfactorily supplied. 

The number of public schools amount to 
seventy-six, at all of which children who at- 
tend arc instructed rrratuilously, when their 
parents are unable to afford the expense. — 
There are besides several private schools, at 

which children of all denominations are ad- 
mitted. Croat exertions have been made lat- 
terly in the colony to furnish proper instruc- 
tion to the whole of the population, and the 
number of schools is fast increasing, among 
which those of the Mico charity stand deserv- 
edly highest in public estimation. 

Upon a review of the foregoingstalcmcnt it 
will easily be perceived that the fine island of .■ 
Trinidad holds out the highest encouragement 
to the industrious and enlcrprizing emigrant. 
Labor an<J help of all kinds is at the present 
time in the greatest demand by all the sugar 
planters. An able and willing man can there 
easily earn, between sun-rise and sun-set, by 
labor 1 requiring no more skill, nor toil, than 
the ordinary weeding and hoeing of corn in 
this country, one silver dollar* ant] these wages 
can be earned every day in the year, except 
Sundays, as the moderate temperature of the 
climate never interferes with agriculture. But 
it is not to the mere laborer— to the individual 
who is content all his life to earithis bread by 
the sweat of his brow, that this statement is 
addressed. It is particularly intended for tho 
man of enterprise and ambition, who is de- . 
lerniined to raise himself and family to a re- 
spectable station in society. 

Let the reader only imagine an individual 
!? deeply convinced of the propriety of such a 
resolution, and the following is lite course of 
action he would be recommended to pursue. 
Ele will shortly see advertised tho name of a 
vessel engaged to carry passengers to Trini- 
dad. Let him, then, leave his name and the 
; number, sex and ages of his family who in- 
tend to accompany him, cither at the ollice of 
the 1 Colored American' or with the agent of 
i the colony of Trinidad, or at other stations to 
. be appointed in various parts of the country ; 

and employ the time •* s .sh will be allowed 
i lum previous to her sailing in winding up his 
i affairs. On going on board, he will require 
■ to take with him only the wearing apparel, ne- 
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cessary for himself and family during the The present inhabitants attend to little but 
presage. Every thing requisite for his and the cultivation of sugar, cocoa and colTec. 
their comfortable maintenance whilst on board, , The corn consumed by die population of Port 
will be provided for allh<3 expense of.thccolo- of Spain is, much of it, brought from Con- 



ny of TrioWai On his arrival there, the A 
gent-General of emigrants will visit the pas- 
sengers the moment the vessel drops her an- 
chor. The especial duly of this officer is 
first to ascertain that all the passengers have 
been well and handsomely treated whilst on 
board, in default of which the owners of the 
vessel remain unpaid. Secondly, to inform 
those who have money and wish to purchase 
land, how and where they can procure it, and 
in the best situation an** on the most reasona- 
ble terms; and then to assist those who are 
without monejton pointing out without delay 
comfortable situations; so that no man dispos- 
ed to work shall be obliged to lay out a cent 
"for the maintenance of himself and family, 
whilst in search of employment- So great is 
the demand for help, that he will probably 
havelbe choice of several situations. He can 
engage himself to a sugar or a cocoa planter 
Who will readily pay every able adult in his 
family, male or female, eight* ten, twelve and 
even as high as sixteen dollars per month ac- 
cording to their respective abilities, and find 
them besides in comfortable lodging, food and 
medical attendance. He can contract for 12, 
6, 3, or only one month if he pleases. Bill a 
sensible man will select a period of twelve 
months, which will enable him to witness a 
whole revolution of the seasons; to ascertain 
\]\c periods lo sow, and the periods to reap; 
to learn the best modes, of cultivation, which 
vary something in every country; and to ac- 
custom himself to the climate. At the expi- 
ration of his contract, if a prudent and tem- 
perate man, he will have the whojfr amount 
of his wages to receive without deduction from 
his employer. This sum will then be at his 
disposal to invest in land, of which he will 
find no difficulty to purchase the best in ex- 
cellent situations, disencumbered of wood and 
Teady for cultivation aUive to ten dollars the 
acre. He may either invest one-half of his 
earnings in the purchaseof land, reserving the 
remainder for the support of his family until 
his crop is ripe: or he may invest the whole, 
and by his personal labor for two days in the 
week on any sugar estate in the neighbor- 
hood, whilst the other four are devoted to his 
own little farm, maintain himself and family 
until his own crop is ready for market. All 
his difficulties will then cease; for there is 
nothing which he or i hey can raise, which 
will not find a ready sale at profitable 
prices. 

20 



necticut, and great part of the remainder 
from the South American continent. Poultry, 
pigs, even plantains and melons, arc largely 
supplied for consumption of the city by the 
Spaniards in the adjoining provinces, whose 
launches and canoes arc seen every morning 
at the wharves disposing of those small articles. 
If these indolent Spaniards, residing at a dis- 
tance, can pay the expense of transportation 
and make money by such a traffic, it is eusy to 
calculate the large profit which may be made 
by an active man with an active family, rais- 
ing the same articles at home. In this way, 
by saving his profits, he may continue to in- 
crease his farm by annual purchases of land ; 
or he may procure a grant from the govern- 
ment and commence on a larger scale. Ho 
will find no want of good examples before hitn 
to point the way. There are now not leas 
than a dozen colored proprietors, owning valu- 
able sugar estates, besides many in possession 
of plantations of coffee and cocoa. All these 
brilliant advantages an industrious and saving 
man may easily realize in Trinidad, although 
he should now leave these United [States 
without a single cent in his pocket. — Hut let 
him never forget this advice. He must con- 
tinue always to ho industrious and sober. For 
the idle and intemperate can and will succeed 
no where. 

The island of Trinidad is distant from New 
York about 2000 miles; with a fair wind 
therefore the passage may bo easily made in 
12 or 14 days ; but three weeks may bo con- 
sidered an average voyage, without fear of 
disappointment. 

Independently of the ordinary opportunities 
by merchant ships, a British packet sails re- 
gularly every fortnight from thence to the 
island of St. Thomas ; and from the latter port 
vessels are sailing lo New-York and oilier 
parts of the United Stales every week. 

An emigrant, therefore, in Trinidad, would 
not find himself shut up in a distant part of the 
globe, in the midst of barbarians; but sur- 
rounded 1 j a free, happy and prosperous po- 
opulatio could cnstantly correspond by 
letter with his friends and relatives; could 
safely and easily remit to them money, by 
order of the colonial bank inTrinidad on their 
agents, Messrs. Maiiland, Kennedy & Co. in 
this city; and whenever the fancy seized him, 
could, as easily pay a sudden visit to his as* 
socialea, and the land of his births 
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Tor tlic National Reformer. 

AN ORATION 

DELIVERED BEFORE THE CITIZENS OF TROY, N. Y. 

On First Aitgust, 1830. 

MY HENRY II. GARNET. 

The following eloquent oration was deli- 
vered in tli e city of Troy, on the 1st of Au- 
gust last. The citizens of Troy being highly 
pleased with it, voted its publication, and re- 
spectfully requested Mr. Garnet to give it for 
publication, to which request he consented. 
It is a beautiful picture of the mind of the 
eloquent speaker, and we recommend it to 
the careful perusal of our readers.— d. a. p. 

Friends and Fellow Citizen*. — Situated as 
I am at this period of my life, had I appeared 
before you upon a less important occasion, I 
might justly be held up to censure. But, 
however sweet the music of the streams that 
murmur through the academic groves, may 
seem to be, yet far sweeter are the anthems 
of freedom. It is the distant voices of free- 
born souls that have brought ane hither — it is 
the shouts of the islanders of the sea, that 
come careering upon every wave that rolls 
westward. Bright, and glorious must be 
that event in the annals of lime, which 
shall eclipse this triumph of righteous princi- 
ples, over which we have this day met to re- 
joice. And if these blessings nrc not imme- 
diately ours, they arc remotely. The light 
which the present epoch of English history 
shall display among "ocean's golden isles," 
shall reflect over all the dark places of the 
earth — the dungeons of cruelty — the prison- 
houses of despair, and the tombs of buried 
rights, shall bo illumined by it. The bloody 
man-thief and heartless human robber may 
exhaust all their store of fiendish torture in 
order to hush the hosanwis, but it is all in 
vain. Should they go down to the pit, and 
conjure up every fiend that suffers these to 
" come on earth, and set up one hideous yell ; 
still, from the shores of the Potomac, to the 
banks of the Sabine, it will be made known, 
if it is not proclaimed aloud, it will be whis- 
pered in the breeze. 

. It is perhaps unnecessary to enter into the 
history of the abolition of slavery in the Bri- 
tish colonies, therefore, let it suflice to say, 
that after many years of the most arduous 
Struggle, the philanthropists of Great Britain 
secured for their oppressed brethren the en- 
joy mem of their rights; The first efficient 
act in regard to the subject, placed the death 
of slavery at 184.0 j and thus tho friends of. 



humanity subscribed to the doctrine of gradual 
emancipation. But discovering their error in 
thus grossly violating principle, and being 
desirous ^o atone for the mistake, they caused 
the act to bo rescinded, nml terminated dm 
existence of slavery immediately. Therefore, 
on the first of August 1838, at twelve o'clock* 
at midnight, the hoary-headed monster, died, 
at his late residence, in the British West In- 
dies. He did not die of a long, and painful 
illness of two years, as at first it was feared 
he would, but he died suddenly of that sin- 
destroying complaint called immcdiatism. His 
death occasioned great joy, and loud acclama- 
tions. I lis funeral was numerously attended, 
there being present no less than 800,000 per- 
sons. They buried him in th* «• deep, deep 
sea," and long may the waves roll over him. 
Let there be no trace of his foot-prints left 
upon the soil which he once trod. Let no 
monument be erected to perpetuate his memo- 
ry — let tho evils of his long life be interred 
with him. 

The sun never rose so brightly upon those 
islands, as on that day; nor the arch of hea- 
ven never re-echoed back to the earth such a 
general burst of thanksgiving, as when glori- 
ous Britannia proclaimed to the world— 
''Thy cliHins arc broken, Africa he free." 

But even a sentiment so God-like, and melli- 
fluent, failed not to arouse the ridicule of the 
enemies of freedom. Republican America 
was full of apostolic seers, who looking for- 
ward to days that arc yet to he, saw once 
populous cities reduced to ashes, and planta- 
tions lying in ruins. They heard the shrieks 
of infants, and the groans of mothers. So 
sanguine were they of the truthfulness of 
what they saw, and heard, that already they 
had enrobed themselves in sack-cloth and 
ashes, and commenced their lamentations- 
saying alas ! alas! how have they fallen ! 

But notwithstanding all this, a year has 
passed, and the productions of the colonies 
have increased. Infinitely more peace has 
been enjoyed by the emancipators, and the 
emancipated, and good-will, and patriotism 
pervades the bosoms of her majesty's subjects 
in the West Indies. Thus time has proved 
these prngnosticators to he liars — they arc 
false prophets, and it is vain that they cry O 
Bnal ! O Baal | 

Our brethren celebrated the birth-day of 
their liberty in far more becoming manner 
than our fourth of Julys are generally cele- 
brated. They did not spend their money for 
gun-powder and ruin ; but they brought their 
gifts to the altar, and fire, as it were, fell from 
heaven, and alighted upon them. 
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Slavery cannot exist long any where. There 
is so much light abroad, that it must poon be 
driven from the earth. The ppirit of liberty 
is on the wing, and what power that would 
can impede its flight. In the American revo- 
lution wc discover the first movings of this 
spirit in the Western world, and soon St. Do- 
mingo followed in the path to freedom and 
glory. And viewing things in the light of the 
past, I am led to believe thai if England had 
not suffered truth to consummate the over- 
throw of slavery in her dominions, most cer- 
tainly, her oppressed subjects would have fol- 
lowed successfully the example of Ilayti. And 
who doubts that if America will not permit 
slavery to be abolished by moral means, that 
her sons goaded on as they arc, to such a 
step, will be awakened by nature's voice to 
take the example which she herself has set. 
I would not attempt to make an apology for 
Uttering these remarks. I consider myself no 
lees a lover of my country, because I do not 
cry M there is no danger" while destruction is 
suspended over us. Should I speak the sen- 
timents of my heart, I would say, lei the 
J'sword rust in the scabbard," and all other 
implements of war be converted into imple- 
ments of husbandry. Whether by peaceful 
means slavery in our country will be abolish- 
ed, I know not, but that it will be done away, 
a d that very soon, I am just as certain as I 
ai that God rules the armies of heaven. 

> Qwever v I am glad to know that my bre- 
thren at the South believe that the aboli- 
tionists of the North are doing something to 
relieve them from their wretched condition; 
for should the time come when they shall be 
cut off from this hope— driven as they will be 
in such an instance to desparation, they will 
strike for freedom or the grave. And the de- 
parted spirits of Patrick Henry and Thomas 
Jefferson, together with those of all the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, 
and those of all the heroes of the devolution, 
whose blood was shed, oa the fields of Sara- 
toga, Yorklown or on Bunkcrhill, would arise 
from their tombs, and say, *9men. For they 
have declared to the world, that all men are 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalien- 
able rights, among which are life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

\Ve have not met together on this occasion, 
my friends, so much to celebrate the day 
winch gave new life to our brethren in the 
West Indies, as to be encouraged by the event 
to do something to bring about the time when 
wo shall meet to rejoice over our own enfran- 
chisement. I( . 

Permit me, then, to occupy a few moments ■ 



of your time in presenting to your considers 
lion a subject which is not Jess impon-nt, 
than the most momentous department of re- 
f»»rm that may engage your attention. It if 
of great import to us, because it has a mighty 
i bearing upon our standing as men — becsQM 
• it sustains an intimate relation to our advene* 
I ing well-being, morally and politically— fee* 
i cause if it is still neglected as it has been 
I hitherto, centuries yet to come will roll by, 

■ and swell the number of centuries that have 

■ gone, and as each dark succeeding year passes 
on, we will hear mournfully chanted in our 
ears the dirge of our moral and intellectual 
death. But if it is attended to, the day of ret 
demotion is certain and nigh at hand. 

What I would recommend to your alien* 
lion, is the necessity there is of our young 
men and women, becoming acquainted with 
literature, the sciences, and the trades. 

Just and pure motives, my friends, should 
govern all the actions of our lives; and cer> 
tainly our measures in regard to these things 
should be regulated by the same righteous 
rule. Some people leave their accustomed 
employment, though honest it may be, sim- 
ply because they are too proud to remain in 
it, and too proud to be numbered with their fol- 
low laborers of the same calling. Such a spirit 
should be repudiated wherever it is found. 
^ Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall." Let motives becoming 
a people struggling for their lost rights actuate 
ua. Let us become artizans and scholars, 
because, in this way, we can make our exer- 
tions the most subservient to our welfare, both 
morally and intellectually. 

I am one of those who have no communion 
with the miserable belief of fatalism, which 
generally manages somehow or other to find 
Us way into the minds of those who are op- 
pressed, and prevails upon them to adopt as 
unerring truth, the sentiment, that whatever 
it was meant, or designed to be from all 
eternity. I hold that grievances arising from 
the enactments of wicked laws, are liable to 
be modified in a great degree by those .who 
snlTerfrom them. I believe that men are free, 
political agents, as well as free moral agents. 
This belief is the ground-work upon which 
my faith in this matter is established. I be- 
lieve that prejudice, which is nothing but a, 
spoiled child of wicked laws, and a cruel pub- 
lic sentiment, that coaxes its parents to do 
any thing, can be removed by removing that, 
upon which he feeds. 

Then the inquiry may very justly be rawed/ 
what are the barriers that keep us from the 
enjoyment of our heaven-granted rights f I 
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answer, they are the results of our not occu- 
pying those stations in literary, scientific and 
mercantile life, which are held by those who 
oppress us. 

But, 1 am aware, -that there are many who 
contend that all our grievances arise from a 
natural prejudice against our complexion. 
Such a belief, my friends, is futile and falla- 
cious in the extreme. For proof, I would 
refer you to the little while child of the South. 
Does he manifest any dislike, as he draws his 
chivalry and nourishment from his colored 
nurse ? If still more proof is required, go 
and ask your Southern planters and Congress- 
men. And while the one, perhaps, flourish* 
ing hie whip in the air, declares that his bre- 
thren are his property ; the oilier will arise 
from his 6eat and avow that twifvc hundred 
millions of dollars* are too much for the 
South to loose — and to crown the whole, the 
good-natured elaveholding Vice President of 
republican United States, with his two color- 
ed daughters hanging upon his arm will tell 
you, that it is even so. Let the time come 
when the traders in human flesh, cannot fill 
their pockets with the wages of those who 
hare reaped down their fields, and the system 
will fly as upon the wings of the wind. Then 
where will be prejudice, with all its imagined 
omnipotency ? Buried and forgotten. ^A r e 
are told that the nature of man is the same, 
the world over — still, if you will but cross 
the ocean, and go into Turkey, you will find 
colored men regarded according to their moral 
worth, while the white Greek is oppressed 
wherever he is found. In view of these facts, 
w ho will say that the Greek is enslaved o.. 
account of his complexion, when it is the 
same as that of his oppressors. Or, who 
will say that prejudice, which is said to be 
natural, can be so sofiened and modified by 
crossing the ocean, that in the streets of 
Great Constantinople, colored men holding 
offices can be saluted and embraced at public 
festivals, amid the loud acclamations of gazing 
and delighted multitudes T Away with such 
logic. If prejudice looketh out of natural 
eyes, most certainly his sight begins to fail 
him in conseqnence of his advanced age. 
For he cannot see to make an accurate selec- 
tion of his victim?, for ever he seizes upon a 
white man, and anon upon a colored one. 

The reason of my dwelling thus upon this 
subject, is, that I desire to remove the fright- 
ful image that elands in the way to our ITO- 
/ovement. 

I verily believe, that if the first of our an- 
ceMors who were brought to this, and other 
•lavchoWing countries, had scattered among 



them such men as St. Augustine, Qrigen, 
Hannibal, and the like, we their descen- 
dants would this day be looked upon as the 
most excellent of mankind. But our appear- 
ance among them was far otherwise. We 
came as humbled captives, and were doomed 
to occupy such stations as would degrade any 
people — Jew or Pole, Greek or African. 

If we have found the root of the evil, let us 
aim at it the deadly invincible blow. 

Men are sometimes placed in such circum- 
stances, that if they demand and secure their 
rights, they may cause those who have with- 
held them some inconvenience. Even in such 
cases the gifts of heaven should be guarded 
and defended, and if lost, should be sought 
for at any expense. The talents committed 
to our keeping by the Almighty, the author, 
and fountain of freedom and justice, should 
be retained pure and inviolate. All who are 
so indolent and spiritless as to suffer those 
rights to be buried or taken away with im- 
'punity, are unfaithful servants. To such no 
pledge is sacred, let it be taken wherever it 
may — whether at the altar of the Lord, or 
upon the most holy grounds of domestic bliss 
upon which is established the hope of happi- 
ness here and hcreafier. Unworthy are they 
to be called men, who are merely required to 
exert their moral and intellectual powers, 
together with a necessary and an indispensa- 
ble degree of physical action, in order to se- 
cure to themselves the greatest enjoyments, 
and still remain inactive. Such are prodigals, 
and are fast destroying their patrimony by the 
»~'.sl criminal imbecility and enervation. 

By clevati ig ourselves through the medium 
of useful knowledge, so far from injuring our 
enemies, we would diminish their guilt, and 
at the same lime beget to ourselves the great- 
est good. 

Let me entreat you, my friends, to attend 
to these things; for upon them depends your 
comfort in this world ; and in a great degree 
your happiness in the world to come. Be 
entreated to get wisdom, remembering that 
" the fear of God is the beginning of wis-, 
dom." If 1 supposed for n moment, that 
pure religion and uudefiled, would decrease- 
as intelligence advanced, I should be far from 
occupying my present position. But I know- 
that all real wisdom is founded in religion and 
morality. I know that "literature and' 
science have ascended calvary, and entwined' 
their wreaths around the cross/* ! ill if i 

In looking over the histories of those Na- 
tions which have been distinguished for thuir 
excellence, — and in marking them in every 
step from rude barbarism, to tho highest point 
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of their civilization, I have found thai the arts 
and sciences have been their faithful leaders. 
If they have fallen — if the rank weed waves 
over the ground, or if the merciless plough- 
share is driven wln;re once stood the magni- 
ficence of Egypt, Greece, an i Rome; it is 
because these honorable sisters have been de- 
spised and neglected. Rome crumbled not 
in the hands of the barbarian, until the ham- 
mer, the anvil, the chisel and the brush, and 
the implements of husbandry were laid aside, 
for luxury and licentiousness. And amid tfTe 
ruins of Greece was found an altar to the un- 
known God. 

If those who possess the free enjoyment of 
their rights, cannot retain them without a 
constant attention to the various relations that 
cluster around life, how can it be expected 
that they who have them not, can secure them 
without putting forth, the same or greater exer- 
tions? 

My brethren, God 'has given us our lives 
in the midst of glorious days. The spotless 
banner of truth is waving in the breeze, and 
the friends of reformation are crowding to the 
field. Who will join our ranks ? We inrite 
all. If the sire is here who is bearing about 
the snowy burden of three score years, we in- 
vile him to come. Let the man in the prime 
of life put on the armor. We appeal to the 
youth who are glowing with ardor and gener- 
ous ambition. In this warfare woman, loo, 
can engage, for 

M Ours is not the tented field, 
We no deadly weapons wield." . 

Ladies of the Benevolent Society and the 
Wisdom's Institute, never let the fire grow 
dim which you enkindled upon your altars. 
Continue to exert that hallowed influence in 
the social walks of life which is at your com- 
mand. Remember that that fireside alone is 
happy, and that home sweet, where dwells 
intelligence, cheerfulness, and piety. Elevate 
your standard high, and take this for your 
motto, "loving wisdom, we investigate. 1 * Do 
this and you shall not he the least among the 
daughters of your people. 

To conclude, fellow-citizens, I would say, 
that while we have many tilings to dishearten 
and depress us, we have much to encourage 
and to cheer us. 

It is pleasing to know that when the 
fiicnds of freedom here at home, are baring 
their bosoms to the most untoward public 
sentiment,, the streams of truth are rolling 
over half the world. Egypt, that has long 
been wrapt in ruins and enveloped in gross 
darkness, has placed the torch of liberty upon 
her cloud-capp'd pyramid, and the land of tho 



Nile has given freedom to the slave. Galtft&t 
France is arousing her sons. And Great 
Britain, having abolished slavery in her own 
dominions, lias snatched the trumpet with 
which she hopes to awaken the most diftant 
nations of the earth, to comfort bleeding hu- 
manity, and to embrace holy freedom. 

Brethren, that undying, animating spirit that 
has long stood in the distant future, is now 
advancing, shining like the "angel of the 
morning upon the hills, glittering brighter as 
it moves onward — 

"Spirit ofliberly ! on. 

Oh, pause not in thy flight i 
Till every clime is won — 

Till t\Cry land is bright." 



We publish the following extract from the 
letter of John Jay, son of Win, Jay of Bedford 
County, N. Y., and author of the very able 
speech published in our last two numbers, en* 
tilled " The dignity of the Abolition Cause. 
He has proved himself a worthy son of a no- 
ble parentage. 

New York, Sept. 21st, 1639. i 
Mr< Editor: 

Sir — I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
a note from you, and two bundles of the " Na- 
tional Reformer for which you will please 
accept my thanks. Absence from home, and 
other causes, have prevented me from making 
an earlier reply. I have perused several Nos. 
of the Reformer with great pleasure. It is 
marked with ability and good sense, and must 
meet with the encouragement it so well de- 
serves. I annex a check for $5, and will 
thank you to put my name on your books as 
a subscriber. " John Jay. : 



PITTSBURG CONFERENCE. 
The Conference of the 44 African Methodist 
Episcopal Church," that was held at Pitts- 
burg in the early part of last month, was well 
attended, and is said to have exceeded in in- 
terest all former meetings of the kind. We 
have received a very interesting letter from 
our friend Peck, stating that the Conference 
manifested great interest in the cause of " Mo- 
ral Reform/' and adopted strong resolutioua 
in favor of Temperance. Some of the dele- 
gates travelled fifteen hundred miles, on horse- 
back, and reposed for several nights in suc- 
cession, in the lonely forest, with no other co- 
vering than their blankets, with their saddle 
bags for a pillow. They sent us a handsome 
appendage to our subscription list. 
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action ! ACTlorfa 
The Young men's M. K. Solely of TiUs- 
burg appear to be jnactiealJy carrying out 
iheir principles, for while foohs are running 
foot races, they are running wilh their pens. 
There were several competitors for a prize 
medal, to be given lo the one that could write 
the Lord's prayer in the smallest space. The 
prize was awarded lo M. R. Dolany. A sam- 
ple of the same has been scut us; it is about 
the size of a sixpence. 

We refer our readers to the communication 
of "O. S. M." for a description of the •'Beau- 
lies of Philanthropy." It is a rare and valua- 
ble work, worth five limes the price it is sold 
for. The author desires lo retuxn his thanks 
to our Society for aiding him by the purchase 
of 100 copies. 



Exchange papers will please direct lo Co- 
lumbia, Pennsylvania. 



A NEW SOCIETY. 
Our Agent (the Rev. Jacob Rhodes) has 
been lecturing with much success in various 
parts of this Stale, In a letter just received 
from him, he stales that he addressed a large 
meeting of persons on the subject of Moral 
Reform, at Reading. A society consisting of 
twenty-five members was formed auxiliary to 
the A. M. R. S. He closes his letter wilh 
these remarks: — " Our desire is to have the 
principles of the A. M. R. S. pressed home to 
the minds and consciences of every one, 'till 
scepticism shall yield to conviction, and apathy 
give place to simultaneous efforts. " 

Forihe .National Reformer. 

mQn appeal to (he patriotic, parental, and 
philanthropic ciJizciia of Philadelphia. 
A valuable book, recently prepared and 
published by the capitalist, philanthropist and 
patriot of Albany, the anonymous author of 
the "Spirit of Humanity," "Liberty," &c. (fcc. 
&c, has been presented to us by a friend. It 
gives us pleasure to notice a philanthropic 
and meritorious work, calculated to promote 
the best interest and Irue happiness of the 
rising generation amongst so many millions, 
only prepared and published for iheir amuse- 
ment- It is intended by its patriotic author, 



and 1 may add well calculated, to consolidate 
and perpetuate our Federal Union ! — concili- 
ate and concentrate our fierce contending parr 
tics!! — vindicate the rights of man !! ^advo- 
cate ihe rights of women!!!! — inspire our 
young citizens with patriotic emulation 1 ! ! ! ! — 
and lasL, though not least, defend the innocent, 
artless, unsuspecting, beautiful female from 
our too successful adepts at seduction ! ! ! M! — » 
It appears that this rich, grr-y. and good man. 
takes peculiar delight in doing good, or as the 
cditorof the "Youth's Cabinet 1 ' truly observes 
" he is a good man who does much good with* 
out letting folks know his name." Such is 
his retiring modesty, that he prohibits 'the 
many recipients of his princely presents and 
benefits lo mention his name. Though I greats 
!y admire modest merit, I would with great 
deference and veneration respectfully suggest 
viz.: — would not this excellent philanthropist, 
this modest patriot, do more good by suffering 
himself to be known to the community, and 
thus put our numerous sellish anti-philanthro- 
pists to the blush ? Was this second Dr. 
Franklin, like him, to appear in his proper 
character, this brief encomium would be un- 
necessary. His work would, then be receiv- 
ed and read wilh pleasure and profit by a 
gratefully admiring public. His book is not 
only the most philanthropic, but the cheapest 
ever published in America, namely, 50 cents 
single, and 30 by the hundred. It contains 
392 large 12 mo. pages, fine paper, good type, 
handsomely bound, and illustrated wilh 16 
engravings. The friends of humanity, their 
children, and their country, as also local and 
itinerant booksellers, are requested to call at 
John P. Burr's, No. 113 South Fifth street, 
and examine the book for themselves. In 
addition to the above unprecedented low pricey 
poor book-venders shall receive a generous 
premium for distributing a large number. In 
order to demonstrate the modest, and disin-r 
tercstcd philanthropy of the above talented 
author, perhaps it will not be irrevelant to 
mention one out of hundreds of the recipients, 
of his bounty, namely ; An old friend wilh 
whom I have been. acquainted since. I was" a 
young boy, called on me fotne days ago and 
informed me that the above gentleman sent 
him 400 of his good and cheap books, and 
that he had no means of celling them, and re- 
quested my assistance ; he also informed me 
he has been in the habit of sending largo sums 
of money for years, although he had never 
seen him, but merely heard that he was ret 
duced in the world through the fraud of smiling 
villainy ; he has sent him hundreds of dollars 
at a time for his own relief, nnd aa his almoner 




THE NATIONAL RF.TORMrR. 



150 



this office was so congenial to his sentiments, 
and agteeable to his taste, that he has reduced 
himself lo pecuniary difficulties — his munifi- 
cent benefactor's punctual monthly remittances 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

This circumstance induced him also to call 
on the venerable and celebrated author of the 
M Olive Branch, &c. &c. n and to request his 
assistance in the sale < * his books ; he with 
liia characteristic liberal^ forthwith wrote a 
letter lo one of our popular and respectable 
booksellers. In order lo show the spontaneous 
kindness of the patriot and philanthropist of 
Philadelphia, I will take the liberty lo intro- 
duce a short extract from said letter to wit : — 
il My Dear Sir, — The bearer bus a number 
of copies of a very valuable book which he is 
very desirous to dispose of-ata very low rate. 
You will do an act of very great kindness if 
you purchase some of his books. I shall re- 
gard the purchase a sa favor. 

Yours, respectfully, 
I M. Cakf.y." 

He also generously purchased a number of 
copies for his own private distribution. To 
all the booksellers of the city of brotherly love, 
I would respectfully address individually, the 
language of the fountain of philanthropy viz. — 

" CO THOU AND DO LIKEWISE." And lO OUT 

journalists I would say, give this piece one 
insertion at least. Let no man be able with 
truth to sny in the hearing of the despots and 
slaves of Europe, neither in the present or 
future generation, as follows, to wit: — all the 
booksellers and editors of Philadelphia were 
respectfully entreated lo grant the above Little, 
trifling, almost no favor, lo an old white headed 
patriot who efficiently served his country in 
the time of her greatest need (which he can 
prove any moment.) 0. S. M. 



Their lives arc as important and no more bo, 
than any other equal number of human beings, 
of the great multicolored and dispersed family. 
Wc lonk to sec what hand slavery ban in dis- 
posing of thcin, and to make what use we 
can of the whole occurrence against the infernal 
institution of slavcholding. And though wo 
feel no small interest in the heroic Chigoes, 
wc don't claim that he have his life and his 
rights merely because he is a hern or a master 
spirit, but because he is a man. Had he been 
ever so cowardly, or ever so imbecile in mind 
or spirit, we should be equally strenuous, and 
more so, in his behalf, for it is the poor and ' 
feeble brethren of our race of whose rights wo 
ought to be most lender. We are aware that 
a good deal of enthusiasm displayed by the 
pro-slavery press is based upon any thing 
rather than justice and a love of the right. It 
forgets Cingues' color, in admiration of his 
valor and his talent and personal prowess. 
Cut all this will evaporate by and by, when 
we call on it to carry out the fooling in behalf 
of three millions of Cingues' brethren and 
sisters, who arc now weltering in the slough 
of slavery in this country. Why don't this 
sympathy rise for them? Who shall kindle 
at the wrongs of Cingues, and sneer at the, 
infinitely greater sullerings of ihe plantation? 
If they hang Cingues, they wont defeat hint 
of the chief object of his rising, lie rose for 
liberty. He has got that, and if he dies, he 
dies a freeman. Liberty will be cheaply pur- 
chased by death. Death is infinitely lighter 
than slavery. He loses his country, his sweet 
home, his dear wife and children. His heart 
will be with them — 

"There where his rude hut by the" Alger " lny t 

There were liis vouus barbarian*, all nt pfay, 

And there their" Jifric " mother, — He their siro 
BulchcrU to maVc a" 1'ankee H holi.Uy." — 



From the Herald or Freedom. 

THE AFRICAN STRANGERS. 

- We are inclined to treat ihelr case as an 
abolitionist, rather than as an inquirer into 
their liabilities under the rules and regulations 
of this slaveholding country, called laws. As 
an abolitionist we say, defying, contradiction, 
thai ihey ought not for a moment to be kept 
under duress. The whole procedure againsl 
them from king Sharka down through the 
dignitaries of Cuba to Andrew Sharka Judson 
is all of a piece. It is pro-slavery violence, 
all of it. This is what we take notice of. We 
shall not trouble ourselves or our readers to 
go through ihe legal authorities or arguments 
bearing on the case of these imprisoned men. 
If they would treat them as they do white 
men, we don't so much care as to the result. 



But they won't hang. him. We arc fearful 
they won't iry him. The sovereignty of 
Cuba is making application to Van Buren to 
deliver up this stray properly. See if he will 
incur the frown of the South, and hazard the 
bauble of the presidency by refusing. Try 
them and acquit them, and treat them as inno- 
cent men, or as HEN, the country won't dare 
do, unless in this momentof excitement and 
conquered for the hour by Cingues* William 
Tell prowess. How could we look the South 
in ihe face after it, as Abncr said to Asnhcl, 
"How then BhUI I hold up my face to Joab 
thy brother?" What will become of the 
Union? The South would get together in 
the Rotunda at Charleston, and with flaming 
speeches from Calhoun and Preaton, dissolve 
it into non-entity. They would stare at the 
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North so fiercely, lliaiit would go into dough- 
faced hysterica. They mWi dare acquit. 
And to condemn will be w Jclicate matter. 
Counsel are engaged who will bo compelled 

by their oathi to unfold the whole law, and 
to .show forth their right of acquittal hy our 
own Venitian justice, and the full reasons of 
acquittal will be recorded, and the nation will 
read it, and the blood of the murdered Oingucs 
will cry in cars that wore deaf as the adder to 
the voice of Love joy's. They will hardly dare 
hang. Cuba will relieve the republic. She 
Will ask her imperial sister for her slaves. 
She will get them. The brave Cingucs crosses 
the gulf-sirc3in once more, and should God 
not open to his mighty genius some second 
way to victory and liberty, or his unwary ty- 
rants slacken his chain, so that he might 
bound indignantly over the vessel's side, and 
escape them in the depths of the ocean, they 
Will revenge upon him the daring effrontery 
that raised hand against the divine prerogative 
of mastery. They won't attempt to get him 
to the plantation. — They have no fancy to un- 
dertake reducing him, breaking him, making 
his Hannibal form handy in the reptile har- 
ness. No overseer would covet the manage- 
ment q[ him. He would as soon harness the 
11 Unicom" to " harrow the vallies after" him. 
He would gladly swap Cingucs for almost any 
pro-slavery editor in the New England stales, 
and pay that boot which is due to the servility 
of spirit that would make a slave. No, they 
would save his more docile and submissive 
companions for the plantation, but they would 
make of the gallant hero a signal example of 
slaveholder's vengeance, which knows no 
bounds. Those laughing Afric girls would be 
reared to adorn, by and by, Don Jose Ruez's 
harem, that young" gentleman who so inte- 
rested the New London Editor, and the Uni- 
ted States naval officer. He would undoubt- 
edly require these republican sympathisers, 
should they hereafter visit his Cuba planta- 
tion, with all sorts of hospitality. 



PUBLIC M KKTINC. 
At n lnrj;c nml respectable meeting of the peopt/- of co- 
lor ; convened in the First African Prcaftyteran Church 
hi Seventh street, on Monday evening. Sept. 23d- prayer 
hnvme; brrn ouWd— the He*. Charles VV. Gardiner «»■ 
called io tlir chair; Tfcornai Dutler ami Lewii iM«ml wo 
■ppolwcd Vfcc Prcsidcntaiinilltohw-t II. Ayrca and u tn - 
jitmlti Stanly, Secretaries. 
Thcobjccl of the meeting having been Mated by the 

Chairman, on motion of Robert II. A rrrs, a committee of 
three was appointed, consisting of Robert Purvis, fScorce 

Mmer, and Frcdcricfc A. Hint on, to draw unsuitable re- 
solutions expressive of the sense of this mwtin R . - ( the 
duaih of our much valued and lamented friend, Benjamin 

Lundy, The committee, after having retired a short time, 
rcnetfaq the following pre* mble ami resolutions i 

Whereas, we have learned the painl'nl intelli K cnrc or the 
death ol that pemvering, last, and tried friend of the co- 
lored man, Benjamin l.imdyi Therefore, 

Resolved . Thai aa recipients of benefits from his early, 
devotid, and nneempromisinj; efforts in behalf of human 
rictus,"- as grntcful admirers of all that is pure and spot- 
less in Christian philanthropy ,—ai lovt-rs of those heavenly 
principk-., which he so fuitl.fully and fearlessly enunciated 
ana uciciided.--.we here record our testimonial in just tri- 
bute to hm sainted memory. 



Resolved, That so long as first and holy principles-are 

» in the hearuof men, and the virtuous trncfi- 
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treasured ui 

>n«8 oi one generation pass to another, just so lone will a 

graterul posterity revere the sacrificial devotion to the cc- 
inns ol universal emancipation, of the blessed immortal to 
wiwm w c have assembled to do homage. 

Resolved, That a committco of three be appointed to 
MUel ( some suitable person to deliver an culugium upon 
tnc hie and character of our deceased friend. 

Keaolved, Thai Use proceedings of this meeting be pun- 
ished In the daily papers of this city, and that the Ste- 
arics lie requested to transmit * copy of the same to the 
family of our benefactor. 

On motion, it wot unanimously resolved, thnt the above 

resolution* be adopted. 

While the resolutions were bending, the meeting was 

BlklreUCd by Robert Purvis, James Cornish, J. C. White, 

, : vho portrayed the character of our es- 

timable Incnd m truly eloquent and spirit-stirring sprcchea. 

Un motion, a committee of three was appointed to select 
a suitable person to deliver the euloginm. Tlio Hvv. W, 
Uou S l«ss, rhomas Butler, and Robert Purvis, were ap- 
pointed Mid committee. 

On motion, James M. While, Robert B, Ayres, am] 
Morris Brown, Jr., were- appointed a committee io secure 
a suitable place for the delivery of the proposed eu log! urn. 

A benediction wus then pronounced, ami the meeting 
adjourned. RoBKItrB. Anna. > . 

Bkmanir Stasly, f Secretaries. 
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TKIiMS OP I'UHUCATiON, fcc. The size of 
the Aittionat Reformer will be sixteen pages, royal oc- 
tavo, and published monthly, at $1. 00 a year, in advance— 
six copies for $5.00. 

All communications, &o., rclnting to the editorial dc- 
partnicnt should bo addressed, post paid, to ROHKRT 
1 UKVI3, No. 1! Jefferson How. Those that relate to 
subscriptions to this paper must be directed to JOHN I'. 
BURR, II3S. Fifth aircet. 

Rev. JACOB RHODES has been appointed general 
a#ent of the Society, and is fully authorized to lecture and 
form Auxiliaries, to collect funds in aid of the Society's 

operations, and subcriptions for the ' Reformer.' 
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No. 11. PHILADELPHIA, 

PREJUDICE OP CASTE. 

Tins foul " fiend" of the earth,— that dis- 
honors the character of the most high God — 
corrupts the human mind, — eclipses the sanc- 
tity of religion with its impurity — biota out 
the spirit of humanity — darkens the moral 
vision — uproots republicanism, and annihilates 
the principles of justice, still continues to 
spread its detestiblc influence over our coun- 
try. It is the " Guevo Upas" of the American 
soil. It dethrones the Teasoning powers of 
every mind that inhales its poisonous breath. 
Its noxious exhalations have made the costly 
edifices erected for the worship of the true 
God ,mere prison houses of complexional pride. 
It has made the philosophy of nature, the 
creature of circumstance while the literature 
of the country is employed in the vain at- 
tempt to prove the natural superiority of one 
portion of mankind over another, as though 
the human family consisted of as many "dis- 
tinct species" as lite quadrupeds of the earth, 
or the " fowls of heaven." 

When we lake a general and impartial sur- 
vey of public sentiment throughout our coun- 
try, (considering the kind of education this 
generation has received) we are not astonished 
that our wiseacres have arrived at the conclu- 
sion that their revolutionary fathers were in 
error when they boldly declared that 41 all 
men were created equal," and that they are 
not bound to abide by that 41 rhetorical flour- 
ish' 1 as a self-evident truth. 

It is a truth not to be concealed, that three- 
fourths of the American people (both while 
and colored) practically believe in the natural 
inferiority of the colored man. It is this be- 
lief that makes the while man feel that he is a 
lord, and the colored man that he is a sla.ve. 
Every man that denies the natural equality of 
man, is an enemy to the great fundamental 
principle on which our republic is based! 
la it then to be wondered at, that every free 

breeze shakes tho consolidated tyranny of this 

21 . 
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republic to its centre! How is it possible 
that our country shall prosper, or our govern- 
ment avoid the fatalism that overthrew the 
ancient republics, unless the people come to 
the rescue, and rally on that heaven-born sen- 
timent that fust gave birth to our national ex- 
istence ! We are now as. a nation almost ort 
the verge of anarchy. Our former policy has 
been to obliterate the spirit of freedom and 
republicanism by legislation. All that is now 
virtually left of our boasted republic, exists in 
the unswerving fortitude of those that main- 
lain the life-giving principle, that all men 
have an equal right (without distinction as to 
complexion) to enjoy equal rights and immu- 
nities under our republican form of govern- 
ment. 

A large amount of the Christian sympathy that 
fires the hearts of philanthropist?, and moves 
onward the 2000 organizations for the promo- 
tion of human freedom is based on the fact t 
that the colored people are deprived of these 

estimable privileges that arc enjoyed by those 
that are distinguished by the term 11 white." 
And surely here is an array of deprivations 
sufficient to make the patriot mourn, and the 
Christian weep. But if these wore the worst 
evils that the " prejudice of caste" had brought 
upon us, wc should rejoice in the hope of a 
speedy triumph. Alas! alas I the worst part 
of the talc is not yet told. Prejudice has 
nearly dehumanized the colored man, by be- 
numbing his moral feelings, and spreading its 
bewitching net over liis intellectual vision, 
until a large majority practically exhibit by 
iheir actions, that they are actual believers in 
the doctrine that asserts their own inferior- 
ity. This arises from their own ignorance 
of their high derivation, as moral, rational, 
and intelligent beings — and is a part of the 
education they have received from a corrupt 
public sentiment. But the fact itself may be 
proved in a thousand instances, all within 
ihe reach of every acute observer, a . few of 
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Vfriflft w e slid] here notice, viz. : Their great 
admiration of European features— white com- 
plexion— straight hair— small feet, & c . 2dly. 
Their great willingness to place reliance on 
the advice of the "whites," and obey their 
mandates. Sdly. Their general desire to make 
their oppressor* the model for good or evil, 
in fashion, dress, luxury, intemperance, &c, 
while Ihcy will freely reject the best plans of 
promoting their own happiness, if the pro- 
position arises among themselves. 4lhly. 
Their total want of confidence in themselves, 
to carry forward any moral undertaking; as. 
signing as a reason, what can we "colored 
people do." 5ihly. Their extreme jealousy 
at each other's advancement in scientific, me- 
chanic, or mercantile pursuits, least those 
that possessed good fortune in life, should be 
admitted to higher stations in society than 
they. Gthly. Their very submissive attitude 
when addressing white people, all demon- 
strates that they regard them as superior 
beings, and this can never be done without 
th<5 person so acting, first degrades himself. 
7thly. It may be seen in their social inter- 
course with one another, that they are often 
apt to choose for their friends, those that ap- 
proach nearest to the (l flickering shade of 
while," and the same rule is frequently pursued 
in courtships and marriages. 8lhly. It is often 
observed with parents; who are loo often to 
be found admiring and loving the one the 
most whoso slindc is the brightest. Olhly. It 
is exhibited very plainly, andindced too fatally 
for their interest, that very often quarrels and 
bickerings arise, from this very spirit of jea- 
lousy. lOthly. From the very fact that there 
are so many that arc ready to quarrel with 
those of an opposite complexion, for an ofience 
that ihey would have probably been willing 
to have overlooked in another. 

Time would fail us to enumerate the many 
actual proofs that the majority of the "color- 
ed people" regard themselves as an " inferior 
race" in the scale of creation. It is this moral 
stupor that degrades us. We want first to be 
emancipated from this evil that has already 
blighted our manhood, and dethroned the dig' 
nity of our human nature. This evil is so 



deeply buried in the constitution of our na- 
tures from the effect of an unholy prejudice, 
that our anti-slavery societies cannot penetrate 
it. Legislation cannot reach it. It must be 
removed by the elTorls of Individual mind, by 
the regenerating power of moral and intellec- 
tual philosophy, and by the elementary prin- 
ciples of justice. There is no living being 
that feels himself exalted over his fellow man 
on account of his complexion, but must na- 
turally regard his Maker as part inland there 
is none that feel their inferiority, but will 
despise Hm, So there is no man, truly capa- 
ble of imbibing the free spirit, those self-evi- 
dent truths that declare m & U men aro created 
equal," until he has trodden under foot, every 
vestige of distinction that recognizes man's 
natural superiority over man. And we can' 
never truly triumph over the soul-dcsiroying 
demon of prejudice, until we have disinhumcd 
from the inmost recesses of our minds, the 
last relics of this wicked custom; then, and 
not till then, will (Mir minds be capable of 
soaring above the « devices" of our enemies 
into loftier regions, where we maycontem. 
plate the character of man in the sphere which 
God designed for the promotion of his glory 
and his own welfare. 



HUMAN GOVERNMENTS. , 
An aculc observer of the signs of the times, 
might almost arrive at the conclusion that the 
great question whether 41 human governments 
were a blessing or a curse, was actually before 
the people for adjudication. Politics has held 
such an ungovernable sway of the land for the 
last five or six years, that it seems to have 
well nigh absorbed the moral and intellectual 
faculties of the nation in Its devouring element. 
Principles new and old are pushed forward on 
the "stream of party influence, and arc sacri- 
ficed at its shrine. Political action is now 
one of the standard bearers of anti-slavery so- 
cieties- And even the *' colored people," the 
most of whom are disfranchised, have become 
active participants in those great movements. 
We hope now that the elections arc generally 
over, the public mind will again become set- 
tled, and that the great questions of moral 
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duties will again receive their due attention. 
We are perfectly willing that every one sin II 
use such weapons as they deem best to com- 
plete the final overthrow of slavery, whether 
| the same bo. by religious, moral, or political 
, influence; but we cannot see, why it is ne- 
cessary for them to "fall out by (he way." 
> If slavery be the " creature of law," it is i ne- 
cessary that the law be abolished to insure its 
[ destruction. The moral influence of slavery 
! is so debasing in its influence, that the scat of 
its disease can only be reached by trjo prose- 
cution of high moral principles. It is quite 
. common lo hear men condemn the course of 
; the government on this question, and they are 
, equally severe in their condemnation of the 
course pursued by those that are termed il no. 
government men" for abstaining from the 
polls. We have neither the ability or wish 
to grapple with this question. We maintain 
that the rights of conscience should be held 
sacred. Let every man inform himself " and 
so let him act," 

The Christian maxim is, that we should 
feel for those in bonds 11 as bound with them." 
Therefore we cannot discover why the color- 
ed people have aright to complain of the 
course pursued by those that are conscien- 
tiously scrupulous about voting at the polls, 
since they by that act identify themselves more 
closely with their down trodden-breihrcn, by 
being disfranchised themselves. 

NEW ENGLAND NGN-RESISTANCE 
SOCIETY. 

We perceive by the * 4 Non-Resistant," that 
the first annual meeting of this Society was 
held in Boston, in September East. TIu?re 
was a large number in attendance, and the re- 
solutions, that were brought before the meet- 
ing, embraced very important principles, and 
were abl, discussed. This society is yet but 
in its infancy ; it is of giant birth, its princi- 
ples are pregnant with important results; let 
it not be despised. We venture to predict, 
that in ten years, it will have awakened the 
evangelical piety of our land, and that it is 
Ultimately destined to remodel the civil and 
ecclesiastical codes throughout the entircglobe. I 



DAVID WIGGLES AND THE NEW YORK 
VIGILANCE COMMITTEE. 
We hav much regretted that the above 
parlies ha\ not been able to arrive at a satis- 
factory adjustment of their affairs without so 
much public recrimination. We perceive by 
the Emancipator that David has prepared a 
reply, in vindication of his conduct in this 
matter, but that he is too much reduced in 
circumstances to pay for its publication.. Let 
his friends in New York see lo this matter. 
Let not a faithful public servant, that has lost 
his eyesight in the cause of liberty, sutler a 
worse infliction by having his character assail- 
ed, because he is now too poor to defend it. If 
he were now in Queen Victoria's regions, 
many a redeemed fugitive would glory in the 
privilege of aiding him. If his friends in 
New York will not help him, he has friends 
in Pennsylvania that will. If he will send 
on his communication it shall be published in 
the National Reformer gratis. 



ECCLESIASTICAL DESPOTISM. 
We copy the following proceedings of the 
<* General Theological Seminary of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church," together with the 
communication 41 An Episcopalian," from the 
Emancipator, the same having been originally 
published in the 14 Colored American." We 
observe in it a strong indication of the sign of 
the times, and of the onward march of anti- 
slavery principles. It would have been an act 
of insanity to have anticipated the " granting" 
of the prayer of the petitioner, (Mr. Cruramell) 
by the learned, grave* and pious Bishops. 
The great sub-treasury vault, where slavery 
and prejudice have all their reinforcements, 
naval and military stores, deposited, is in the 
"sanctum sanctorum" of the cnuiicn. and 
the Bishops, Clergy, and Laymen have the 
keys. It is not rational to suppose, that they 
would be so regardless of the great trust re- 
posed in thorn, as to elevate one to an equal 
brotherhood with themselves, that was recog- 
nized by the same complexion of those they 
are engaged in 11 brntifying." The most 
ominous feature in the whole transaction, is 
that they gave no reasons for rejecting the 




prayer of the petitioner. Wo had supposed 
that they might have been able to have called 
from the many able dissertations vindicating 
die divine nature of the " peculiar institution," 
and their own sacred library % to have furnish- 
ed the world at least, with an apology for 
their injustice. What will professor Stuart, 
and his learned confederates think of this, 
when he finds that the learned Bishops have 
rejected his " exigesis" in behalf of " slavery 
and prejudice." We may fairly presume that 
the latter saw clearly, that the wild theories 
of the former were exploded by the power of 
anti-slavery logic, and anti-slavery philosophy; 
and were therefore, unwilling to risk their 
future fame, and mental energies, in a colli- 
sion with a power that has ever proved in> 
vincible. If the question be asked, what have 
anti-slavery principles accomplished? Our 
answer is, that they have so intimidated the 
Bishops of the P. E. Church, that they are 
afraid to vindicate their own despotism. For 
the truth of this assertion, and to show that 
they regard the principles of human rights 
and natural equality, as one of the popular 
doctrines of the day, we will quote the last 
paragraph of a communication, over the sig- 
nature of the Right Rev. Bishop, B enjamin 
T. Onderdonk, in the New York American, 
in reply to a second communication from "An 
Episcopalian" on the same subject. "What- 
ever counsel and admonition I may have given 
to Mr. McCrummell, regarding his future 
conduct in this matter, have resulted from 
the canonical connexion between him as a 
candidate for orders, and myself as his Dio- 
cesian* for which I am responsible only to the 
Church, and its Divine Head, and in the dis- 
charge of the duties and responsibilities of 
which I shall not be swayed by any appeals 
that may be made to popular feeling." 

The communication of 11 An Episcopalian," 
deserves to be carefully read for its candor 
and Christian feeling. We rejoice that there 
are those that possess the Christian patieuce 
to thoroughly investigate such grave questions, 
in order that they may discover the motives 
that actuated those that have been guilty of 
committing such deeds of wickedness. For 



our own part we have neither reason, nor pa- 
tience to bestow on *• dumb dogs that will not 
bark." Whatever charity we may have to 
spare, shall be used as a mantle for the igno- 
rant. But such conduct from enlightened 
Bishops ought to be visited willi the concen- 
trated scorn, and contempt of the civilized 
world. We heartily rejoice that among the 
many defalcations that are daily recorded, that 
we are able to add one more to the number 
viz., that the great treasury of slaveholding 
literature has become so nearly exhausted, 
that the Bishops were unwilling to draw upon 
it. 

From the New Tork American. 

GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SUMIN-ARYOF TUB 
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHUKCH. 

One of the most unfavorable signs of the 
times, is the respect paid to established truths, 
independent of external things ; the delusion 
in our day so general, that principles eternal 
and immutable, can be modified or destroyed 
by circumstances, Thus the maxim, " Fiat 
j'ustitia mat oceliim" — " let justice be done, 
though the heavens should fall," divine in its 
origin, universal in its application, and un- 
changeable in its truth, is discarded fiom the 
philosophy and the theology of the present 
age. Although formerly so popular was the 
belief in its righteousness, that even dema- 
gogues used it as a catch word for party, it is 
now so ridiculed and despised that even cleri- 
cal bodies, with bishops at their head, seem 
to think it expedient either to utter it with 
their mouths, or exemplify it by their acts. 
As the doctrine of EXPEDIENCY, which 
tramples principle in the dust and exalts inter- 
est to the seat of duty, and prefers poor 
human reasoning to the commands of God — 
this doctrine is now deliberately acted upon 
in the Episcopal Church of the United States, 
and so completely has it governed iu councils 
in a late instance as to lead them to an act 
injurious to a Christian brother, at enmity 
with the spirit of the church, and insultin" to 
hundreds of their fellow churchmen ; and then 
to induce them to disallow the protest of a 
Right Reverend Bishop, and then to cloak 
the whole proceedings with a veil of mystery. 

The extracts we are about giving are from 
the printed Report of the proceedings of the 
Board of Trustees of the General Theolnorjcal 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, at their annual meeting 
in June 1889. This seminary has its location 
in N. Y. and is distinguished as the 1 General 
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Seminary, 1 because it is under the superin- 
tendence of the whole church, the Board of 
Trustees being composed of the Bishops ex- 
officio, and upwards of a hundred clerical and 
lay gentlemen, representing the different 
states and territories of the Union, and the 
Trustees are required to make a report at 
every general convention, of their proceedings, 
and of the state of the Seminary. 

Extract from THE minutes. 

m Tuesday, June 25, 1839. 

A communication from Mr. Crummel, ask- 
ing admission to the Seminary as a student, 
was read, and on motion referred to a com- 
mittee consisting of the following gentlemen 
appointed by the chair: — 

Right Rev. Bishop Doane, Rev. Drs. Mil- 
nor, Taylor and Smith, Messrs. D. B- Ogden, 
Newton, and "Johnson. 

«' June 2G, 1S39. 
- The Right Rev. Bishop Doane, chairman 
of the committee on'the petition of Mr. Crnm- 
rael, asked to be relieved from further service 
in thatcommittee — which request was granted. 

The Right Rev. Bishop Oudcrdonk of 
Pennsylvania, was on motion appointed chair- 
man of the committee to fill the vacancy thus 
occasioned. 

"June 27, 1839. 

The committee on the petition of M. Crum- 
mel submitted the following: — 

The committee to whom was referred the 
communication of Mr. Crummel, respectfully 
report that having deliberately considered the 
said petition, they are of the opinion that it 
ought not to be granted, and they accordingly 
recommend to the board of trustees the adop- 
tion of the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner 
be not granted. 

H. U. Onperdonk, 
(Signed.) James Milnor, 

Hdoh Smith, 
Wm. Johnson, 
David B. Ogden, 
Edward A. Newton. 
The Rev. Dr. Hawks moved that the reso- 
lution recommended in the report be adopted. 

Mr- Huntington moved that the whole sub- 
ject be re-Committed, with instructions to the 
committee to report that the matters embraced 
in the petition of Mr. Crummel, are according 
to section 1, of chapter vii. of the Statutes, re- 
ferable to the faculty rather than this board — 
which motion was lost. 

Whereupon the question upon accepting 
the report and adopting the resolution recom* 
mended was taken up and decided in the af- 
firmative. 



The Right Rev* Bishop Do&ne gaw notice 
that he should on the morrow a«k leave to pre- 
sent to Che Board, and to enter upi,n the mi- 
nutes a pn jst against this decision. 

M Friday, June 28. 

The .tight Rev. Bishop Donne who had 
yesterday given notice of his intention to ask 
leave to enter a protest, &c. changed hta in- 
tention as to the manner of presenting the 
subject, and asked leave to state to the Board 
his reasons with a view to the cntrv of the 
same upon the minutes for dissenting from 
the vote of the majority on the report of the 
committee to whom was referred the petition 
of .Mr. Crummel — Leave wm not gtwitid*** 

The first thing which strikes the reader as a 
singular circumstance, is the application of an 
individual for admission, being made to the 
Board of Trustees, gathered from all parl3 of 
the country. The admission of students 
would seem to belong to the faculty, and the 
pamphlet before us contains their report to 
the trustees on the state of the institution, the 
whole of which is taken up with statements 
of the students who had been admitted, or 
dismissed, or allowed leave of absence, or are 
at present connected with the Seminary : and 
that the question of admission is referable to 
the faculty rather than the Board would ap- 
pear from Mr. Huntington's resolution in 
which he cites Sec.'l. of chaper vii, of the 
Statutes as authority. 

The first part of the section cited reads thus: 

"Every person producing to the faculty 
satisfactory evidence of his having been ad- 
mitted a candidate for holy orders with full 
qualifications according to the customs of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States, shall be received as a student of the 
Seminary'* — {[Constitution, &c, of the Gen. 
Theological Seminary, p. 14, 1922. 

Another extract from the minutes relating 
to the same section of the same chapter of the 
Statute may throw some light upon the matter. 

June 26, 1S39. 

"The Right Rev. Bishop Onderdonk of 
New York, gave notice of a proposed amend- 
ment in the 1st section of chapter vii. of the 
Statutes, substituting in the first sentence of 
the section the word 1 being' for the words 
• having been admitted,* and changing the 
phrase 'shall be received,' for the phrase 
'may be received. 

Perhaps the application had at first been 
made to the Faculty, and no constitutional 
ground existed for denying it. The qualifica- 
tions of the individual may have been perfect, 
yet they may have thought it inexpedient to 
admit him ; and as the troublesome phrase 
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"shall he received/ 1 was still unrcscindud, 
they may themselves have advised Mr. Grum- 
met to this course ; preferring tlutt the ISoard 
in its corporate capacity, should IcaDiplo 
upon an express provision of the Statutes, 
rather than the disgrace of such a procedure 
should rest upon their own heads. Or the 
application may have been made to the faculty 
and by them refused, and the petition to the 
board of trustees have been in the nature of an 
appeal, and its being referred to a committee 
of Doctors of Divinity, and Counselors at 
law, with a bishop at their head, seems to 
countenance this supposition, although the 
absence of any explanation whatever in the 
report necessarily leaves the matter in doubt. 

The next thing - which attracts the attention 
of the reader, especially if he be a church- 
man, is the'rcsignatiori of Bishop Doane as 
chairman of this committee. 

Is this Right Rev. Father accustomed thus 
lo avoid the performance of duty? Was the 
point in disputo oue he felt himself incapable 
of solving, or displeased with the principles 
of hla colleagues, did conscientious motives 
lead him to vacate the office which the Bishop 
of Pennsylvania so harmoniously filled ? 
i If the preliminary steps seem to the reader 
singular, the report is not calculated to lessen 
his wonder. After deliberately considering 
the petition, the committee are of opinion that 
it ought not to be granted. Doubtless the de- 
cision was a righteous one ; how should it be 
otherwise ? Selected for the performance of 
this duly from a large body of intelligent and 
professedly pious men, bringing to the exami- 
nation the question, whatever it might be, a 
thorough acquaintance of the history of the 
church from the Apostles and Fathers lo the 
present day, professing a strong attachment to 
the principles of our Catholic church and a 
familiarity with its disciplines ; firm believers 
in the necessity of Episcopal ordination, and 
the invalidity of all others, and moreover 
warm dcclaimers in favor of the importance of 
an educated ministry — they surely brought to 
the task of examining the qualifications of a 
young man desirous of spreading abroad the 
light of our glorious gsspcl, "according lo 
the doctrine, discipline, and worship' of our 
holy church," all that the applicat could de- 
sire. 

t 'A.9 if lo secure perfect impartiality in decid- 
ing the claim of Mr. Crummel — not now to 
be ordained a minister of the church, but only 
to be admitted as a student of the Seminary, 
that he might be ordained hereafter if found 
worthy — a Right Rev. Father in God was 
pfe 1 at the head of the committee, and how- 



ever inclined any of his colleagues ini«;hi have 
been to consult their prejudices, or feelings, 
or pecuniary interests, he must have known 
and felt that prejudices and interests were 
foreign to the matter, remembering the solemn 
words of St. Paul — **1 charge thee he/ore 
God atltl the Lord Jt&lis Christ, and the 
elect angels, Chat thou observe these things, 

WITHOUT I' REFERRING 0.\E BBFOAS ANOTHER; 
DOING NOTHING BY PARTIALITY.'* 1. Tim. V.21. 

The report was accepted, and the historian 
of the church moved the resolution excluding 
Mr. Crummel, which was adopted. 

Not a syllable appears in the report, or in 
the resolution, or in the minutes, respecting 
the reasons for his exclusion ; and Mr. Crum- 
mel stands before the world in the humiliating 
light of a man publicly refused admission by 
the Board of Trustees, into a' Theological 
Seminary, where the terms of admission are 
simple and within the reach of all, including 
no condition as to birth, or station, or wealth, 
and where the phrase in the statutes that 
those qualified 44 shall be received," of itself 
casts a stigma upon the character of any in- 
dividual who is rejected, and whereas in this 
case the mortifying fact appears on the min- 
utes of the board as the result of careful 11 de- 
liberation" of such a committee* and no cause 
for it is assigned, it is reasonable to suppose 
that the grounds of this rejection have been 
withheld from compassion to the individual, 
because their publication would have sunk 
him still lower in the estimation of his friends, 
than the mere fact of his rejection ; for were 
it otherwise — were he refused on any account 
for which he was not directly responsible, it 
would be an act of the grossest, the most 
palpable injustice to withhold it. 

The vote it seems was not unanimous. 
Some few were not satisfied with the report 
of the committee ; for all that appears upon 
the minutes, they may have been as ignorant 
as the reader, of the incapacity of Mr. Crum- 
mel, foe the report intimates it not. Bishop 
Doane, however, gives notice lhat he will to- 
morrow ask leave to enter his protest against 
the decision, and accordingly the next day he 
did ask leave to enter his protest, and ai the 
same time lo slate his reason to the board ; 
but says the minutes, "leave was not granted** 

A singular circumstance truly in an assem- 
blage of churchmen! — refuse to allow aRt. 
Rev.. Father in God to give his reasons for 
differing with them in opinion! Could it 
hare been owing to a consciousness of error ? 
a small voice whispering within ? But surely 
they knew that the decision hud been made in 
the words of St. Tanl, *' before Cod, and the 
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Lord Jesus Christ, and the clod angels," and 
ii they refused to let a bishop protest 
against il here, limy could not forbid the re- 
cording angel from writing it against their 
names on high. 

If any just cause existed why Mr. Crum- 
mel should be excluded from the Seminary, 
it is a blessing to the church that he was ex- 
cluded, and Wfl should be thankful that the In- 
stitution is under the charge of men bo attach- 
ed lo its principles, so firm in adherence to 
I Christian justice, as lo deny a request of this 
nature, painful as the task might be. But the 
disqualification should be clearly marked ; and 
any disqualification which would unfit an ap- 
plicant for a participation in the advantages of 
f the Seminary, \vc may suppose ought also to 
exclude him from Deacon's orders. 

Against the admission of unworthy persons 
into this order, die church herself has made 
careful provision. 11 Brethren," says the 
bishop, when the candidate is present to him 
for ordination before the whole congregation, 
"if there beany of you who knowcth any 
impediment or notable crime in this person, 
for the which lie ought not to be admitted to 
this office, let him stand forth in the name of 
God, and shew what the crime or impediment 
is." 

Without assigning the shadow of an excuse, 
have this Committee excluded Mr. Crummkl 
from the Seminary, and now in behalf of the 
friends of this individual, in behalf of the 
Church of England of which we arc a branch, 
in behalf of the churchmen of America, in be- 
half of Christian people everywhere, to his 
accusers, with the Bishop of Pennsylvania at 
their head, do wc put the question, 41 Let them 
stand forth in the name of God t and shew 
•{ what the crime or impediment is." 

It was a notable crime, which he could not 
I help — a crime of which Cyprian, and Ter- 
t tullian, and Augustine may have been guilty ; 
a crime with which those who rejected him, 
have charged his Maker. 

We speak what is logical and reasonable, 
when we say that the person who on account 
of his color, refused to admit lo the Seminary 
I a. Christian brother, led by the Holy Spirit to 
| desire to labor in the Lord's vineyard, where 
! the harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers 
are few, not only assumed an awful responsi- 
j bility, the dread weight of which never can 
be known until the Judgment Day; but the}' 
have also, deliberately, however involnntari- 
offered an insult lo their God. Whose 
I fault was it that he was colored ? Had he eo- 
j lored himself, or was it done by the hand of 
Him, who silteih above the heavens ? If, as 
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we arc assured by the wise man, « he that op- 
presseth the poor, rrprnaduth hti Maker*" 
(I'rov.) how much more ho that treats with 
contumely his fellow man, not for a misfor- 
tune, which like poverty, might be the result 
of Ins own ( viciousnrsy, but for a peculiarity 
of person given him by his Maker, ere his en- 
trance into this world of sorrow — a peculiar i- 
ly which it was ordained in heaven lie sh in 1 il 
wear, before the eon and the moon was made. 
1 Be ye sure,' saith our anlhcm, 1 thai tlio 
Lord he is God; it is He that hath made us, 
and not we ourselves.' While and colored, 
rich and poor, the oppressor and the oppress- 
ed, dignitaries in the Church, and involuntary 
outcasts from its portals, we are alike the 
sheep of his pasture and the work of his 
hand. 

It may be true that some ol the professors 
of the Seminary agreed to give Mr. Crum- 
mel 11 private instruction, " provided he were 
excluded from the Institution— his name un- 
recorded on its books — himself unkown as a 
student; and as his rejection by the Hoard 
would be published far and wide, and his 
name coupled with disgrace wherever the re- 
port was read, from obvious reasons already 
slated ; and as few would suppose the Rever- 
end faculty of the Seminary capable of doing 
that in secret which they were ashamed lo do 
openly, or willing to foster in private one de- 
clared unworthy of being received publicly, 
this arrangement might be carried into effect, 
without exposing the Church or themselves lo 
the imputation of entertaining a single fceii?? 
of sympathy for the colored race — while at 
the same time the offer, whether accepted or 
not, probably acted as a salvo to the conscien- 
ces of these high-minded Christian men. 

But even if such an oiler could, by any rule 
of Christianity, palliate their conduct in one 
light, it greatly aggravates it in another. Il 
It convicts them of openly insulting a man 
whom tliey acknowledge worthy of being 
called to be an ambassador of the Lord; — lie 
who in baptism was "received into the con- 
gregation of Christ's flock," and in the holy 
communion became " a very member incor- 
porate in the mystical body of his blessed 
Son ;" he who has acquired a heritage in the 
skies, is deemed by these Churchmen (!) un- 
worthy to sit and learn with his fellow sin- 
ners upon earth, the doctrines of that God 
'* who hath made of one blood all nations of 
men to dwell on all the face of the earth,". 
(Acts, xvii : 20,) and who has said, » if ye 
have respect to persons ye commit sin, and 
are convinced of the law aa transgressors."—' 
(St. James ii. 9.) 
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And what was the pica with these &uut- 
dinns of the church, lor the violation of her 



prutc) 



Mea ? 



Perhaps that they wt:re trustees 



of Iho Institution* and were hound to fulfil the 
intention of its founders: — not that the inten- 
tion to do any such great wickedness had ever 
been 



ingall men to reverence themselves with a 
great reverence, as ministers of the gospel, 
ihcy trample on the rights and insult the Icnl- 
ings of one whom they expect to recognise 
as a deacon in the church, an ambassador of 

the Lord. They would recommend Christian!* 



exprcsscd in Word or deed by those ty as worthy of adoption, extol the power of 

iru flip ii'Mi-d 1 init i ... i ..l.i: 1 ■ ... %• • .• . «... • ' V1 



founders, for were they not obliged to tram- 
ple upon an express statute to exclude this 
person? bin they must religiously fulfil — thus 
they may have argued— what tlicy had reason 
to believe, would have been their wishes in 
such a ease. Hut .If this intention had been 
dearly expressed in the constitution, instead 
of being contradicted as it is by a posiiivc 
provision, were they only the trustees of a 
human Institution! were they not also the 
stewards of God ? Did they not act, know- 
ing that ihey had 11 a master in heaven, neither 
is there any respect of persons with Ilim." 
(Eph. vi. 9.) Or perhaps they urged in their 
defence the temporal interests of the church, 
the odium that would he excited, and the cry 
of fanatacism that might be raised. Did they 
forget all but the present? Did they fear the 
■withdrawal of the pecuniary favor of their fel- 
low worms who breathe the air of slavery, 
and eat the bread of oppression, and not the 

withdrawal of ilis countenance, whose favor 
is life, and whose frown is death? And this 
victim of prejudice, upon whose snrrovvs they 
coldly looked, and whom they rejected from 
% lhe school of the church, where he would fain 
have been taken in, did they forget that this 
man was not only the inhcrilcr of contempt 
here, but the heir of immortality hereafter — 
not merely the butt of the heartless, and the 
mock of the scorncr, but the created child of 
the sovereign of the universe, the adopted 
brother of the Savior of the word. Of that 
Savior, who, when he shall come in his ma- 
jesty to require an account of the things done 
in the body, may say to many who have 
turned a deaf ear to the petition of the color- 
ed man, "Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of 
the least of these, my brethren, ye did it unto 



religion, the strength of principle, the bro- 
therly love, the adherence to truth, the purity 
of motive and of action, which distinguish' 
the christian from all others ; and now by a 
single act, where the path of duty was as 
clear as the sun in the heavens, they contra- 
dict all their professions, and show to the 
world that the favor of man is the strongest 
principle that rules within them. Happy 
will it be for these Christian ministers if the 
consequences of this act go no further, if as 
far as their example extends they incur not 
the guilt of Jerehoam, "who taught Israel to 



sin. 



me. 



Who will deny that these gentlemen have 
forfeited very much of their claim to the con- 
fidence of conscientious churchmen? The 
positive command to "do nothing by parti- 
ality, or with respect of persons," they have 
set at nought ; the interest they profess to feci 
in the welfare of their oppressed colored 
brethren, we here see is not an abiding feel- 
ing; but one which vanishes like smoke at the 
mere shadow of opposition. The honor of 
the church, its catholic principles, its ancient 
practice, they have trodden in the dust ; wish- 



In the mighty effort now making to free our 
country from the chains of slavery at the 
South, and the trammels of prejudice at the 
North, the dignitaries of the church have very 
generally taken part with the oppressor. Two 
of our southern Ihshops have found it expe- 
dient to recommend themselves to the people 
of their dioceses, who buy and sell their fel- 
low men, the one by a public approval of the 
system ; the other by stigmatizing as fanatics, 
his fellow Christians of the North, who, truo 
to their religion and their church, condemn 
slavery as sinful. While here a body of men 
representing the whole church have sanctified 
to the utmost extent the wicked prejudice 
against color, a prejudice always mean and 
dishonorable, but thoroughly contemptible in 
republicans, and infinitely sinful in Christians. 
It remains to be seen whether at the next ge- 
neral convention when the report of the Trus- 
tees of the Seminary shall be presented, this 
deed shall receive the sanction of that rever- 
end assembly. Whether no voice will there 
be raised in behalf of the claims of humanity, 
the honor of the church, the purity of reli- 
gion ; for if it is passed by unnoticed, if it re-' 
ceive either the express or the silent approval 
of that convocation among all the narrow 
minded parties who are endeavoring to thwart 
every effort for alleviating the sorrows of the 
negro race, the Episcopal church of the Uni- 
ted States favoring the slavery of the whip at 
the South, and the slavery of prejudice at the 
North, will hold the high pre-eminence of be- 
ing in this enlightened age of bibles and of 
missions, the heaviest oppressor of the Color- 
ed American. 
The last thing we will notice in our exami- 

i . 
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tinlion of this matter, is the evident conscious* 
ncss of sill ami shame on ilic part of the trus- 
tCCSi displayed in this careful concealment of 
the reason of Mr. Crummkl's rejection, and 
their refusal to allow Bishop Doane to enter 
his protest on the minutes. Ala;*! for the 
worldly wisdom of thcscself-nppointed judges 
of the workmanship of God. The deed 
done in darkness is already brought to light. 
They smothered the protest of a bishop, but 
can they smother the protest of a christian 
world ? Can they gag (he mouths or fetter 
the press which proclaim a righteous indigna- 
tion, or can Ihcy blot from the pages of scrip- 
ture their own condemnation, written by the 
linger of the Most High 1 

The Seminary of our church in which 
Episcopalians took so lively an interest, which 
was fondly regarded by them, as a noble in- 
stitution that would give light to ihcm that sit 
in darkness, — where the gospel would be 
taught not in a narrow abridgement, but in the 
grandeur of its extent, and the purity of its 
noble principles, which may never bend to 
passion, nor be sacrificed to expediency ; this 
Seminary, where it was believed the youthful 
followers of the Redeemer, under the charge 
of holy men, would learn to lovo the doctrine 
of the Saviour, and be taught like him to 
.preach the gospel to the poor, to heal the bro- 
ken hearted and set at liberty them that are 
bruised, is now revealed to the world by its 
own act, as the strong hold of prejudice, and 
the school of oppression. The fame of it 
shall go abroad into the earth, and from Eng- 
land and the isles of the sea, shall there come 
hack a cry of indignation against the oppres- 
sor?, and of sympathy for the oppressed. — 
Wherever it is told, christians will mourn, 
and scoffers will rejoice, and all true hearted 
churchmen will be disposed fervently to pray 
in behalf of the Bishops and Clergy of Ameri- 
ca in the expressive language of the prayer 
book, that henceforth 11 they may be to the 
Hock, of Christ, shepherds and not wolves, 
that they may feed them and devour them 
not." . , 

An Episcopalian. 

New York, Aug. 26, 1839. 



TRINIDAD EMIGRATION vent* COLONI- 
ZATION. 

Wc have viewed the progress of this new 
enterprise with watchful eyes, and contem- 
plated its present magnitude and probable re- 
sults on the present and future destiny of 

those whose interests it is designed to advance. 

23 
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Wc have surveyed the position it occupies in 
the great question of liberty, in our own coun- 
Lry, and its invasion of the expressed princi- 
ples of our colored countrymen. 

In short, we have marked its onward course 
with the most anxious solicitude for our fu- 
ture welfare, and with an eye single to the 
cause of the suffering slave, and the speedy 
and ultimate triumph of the principlas of uni- 
versal liberty, in this H our own, our native 
land." We do therefore assert it as our firm 
belief, (thai if the enterprise of Trinidad emi- 
gration is prosecuted in its present seductive 
course,) that it is pregnant with evil forebod- 
ings to the anti-slavery cause, and ought to 
be denounced equally with its twin sister the 
American Colonization Society. We do now 
enter our protest against it, cither as a means 
or as a measure, through which the enslaved 
or the nominally free arc to become emanci- 
pated and enfranchised. 

With the free spirit of emigration we are 
not contending. It is not a question (the 
right of which is) to be settled by man. The 
attempt to do so would prove as idle, and 
futile as an cflbrt to chain moonlight. It was 
an ordination of Providence, from the begin- 
ing of time that man should go abroad and till 
the earth- Our Saviour commanded his apos- 
tles to go and preach his gospel in the utter- 
most parts of the earth. We would delight 
to know that his earthly messengers had car- 
ried this divine light into all the benighted re- 
gions of the globe. The spirit of emigration 
has already peopled the earth, and carried the 
arts and sciences into its several grand divi- 
sions, and it is ultimately designed to make 
civilization their companions. 

Were our means adequate to our deaircs of 
propagating light and knowledge into all the 
dark caverns of the Pagan world, wc should 
not wait for the slow process of steam — we 
would freight a refulgent sunbeam with the 
precious blessing- It is this spirit that must 
carry the principles of universal liberty 
throughout every land, from pole to pole, and 
imprint its power on every mind. Wo trust 
this spirit will yet overthrow tho power of 
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irjin.omctanism in Asia, ami Africa, and up- 
root the Pagan idola, in llic oilier half civilized 
regions. But let us not expect that the spirit 
of emigration will accomplish every good 
thing. The fate of physical conflicts often 
depends on the power of the armor. The 
Want of ammunition has been followed by 
defeat. « The foolish virgins took no oil in 
their lamps." Physical emigration may go 
-onward, and men may anive at their destined 
situation, and hot bring with them the means 
necessary to extend civilization. From small 
fountains often large rivers How. Slavery lias 
so parched the American soil, that the springs 
of liberty arc nearly dried up; and wc do not 
believe that Americana arc prepared to emi- 
grate, and carry Willi them to other countries 
the pure streams of liberty to wash " emanci- 
pated soils," without doing injustice to their 
own. The act would be suicidal to tho Cause 
of the slave. 

We' protest against it more particularly be- 
cause it is dyed with "colorphobia." Its 
chief design being to carry off free colored 
persons, it answers the object of " pro-slavery 
hate," by sending them to "Africa or else- 
where." Were it not for this marked dis- 
tinction in the complexion, and condition of 
the emigrants, wc should have remained si- 
lent. 

If the good people of Trinidad want Ame- 
rican laborers, let them ask for them in the 
spirit and language of the British law, that 
knows no complcxiou, and they will doubt- 
less be able to obtain a sufficient number to 
change their uncultivated forests into fruitful 
gardens. 

This subject has many advocates on the 
ground of policy and expediency; among the 
many arguments used is the following, that 
the great West India experiment is now going 
on, which will settle the disputed question 
whether free or slave labor is the aaost profit- 
able, and that it is necessary that efforts be 
made to send colored men of good character 
and industry there to aid in its consummation." 
We answer) aupposethe greatcxpcrimcnlfails, 
what then? Do you for a moment suppose 
that the great question, whether slavery will 



continue to exist here for cvcr.liangs on such 
a tender thread? No, no; blot out, if you please, 
from the map of mind and matter, every trace 
of the West Indies, and slavery will be de- 
stroyed without it. 

Is it possible, that we must wait to sec how 
much sugar, cofl'cc, cotton, and rice, can be 
raised in the West Indies, before we are pre- 
pared to assert that slavery must fallbyrnomJ 
power? Let us cease making problems of 
straw to solve the truths of "holy writ." 
Man will be free independent of all the " pro- 
blems and experiments" of doubting sophists. 
Holy writ declares it. The elements of moral 
science proclaims it. The free spirit of the 
age reverberates it, and the present solicitude 
of the slave for his own redemption, will, if 
all the persuasive eloquence of philanthropists 
cease, continue to freight his soul with indig- 
nation, until he swells beyond the measure of 
his chains, which will burst asunder, should the 
catastrophe make earth and heaven " weep." 

We do not dispute the right of any person 
to accept the invitation of tho Trinidad agent. 
Wc recognise the rights of man in its broadest 
terms — "our country is the world" — but wo 
do solemnly protest against the use of those 
seductive arguments that leave tho fatal im- 
pression on the public mind, that it is a mea- 
sure that is intended to benefit the condition 
of the colored population generally. It has 
the elTcct of unsettling their minds, and lessen- . 
ing their confidence in the successful means 
that arc already in progress for their future 
improvement. 

Wc protest against every public meeting, 
and the appointment of committees to forward 
the object. Let the emigration stand alone, 
on its own merits, and prosecute its operations 
through the instrumentality of its own agents. 
Then individual interest may be promoted 
without injury to the public welfare. 

Were wc at this moment on board a vessel 
■ 

with emigrants bound for Trinidad, we should 
hurl back our protest on the bosom of the 
waters against every public effort to pro- 
duce a general emigration of the free colored i 
people. 
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For tlic Reformer; 
SPEECH of Brother Daniel A. Payvk, 
delivered at Ibe last session of the Franckean 
Synod* June, 1839, in favor of the adoption 
of the Report on Slavery. Written out by 
himself. 

Mr. Prchidcnt % — I move the adoption of 
flic Report, because it is based upon the fol- 
lowing propositions : 

American Slavery brutalizes mmi — de- 
stroys his moral agency, and subverts the 
moral government of God. 

Sir, — I am opposed to slavery, riot because 
it enslaves the black man, but because it en- 
slaves man. And were all the slaveholders 
in this land men of color, and the slaves white 
men, I would be as thorough and uncompro- 
mising an abolitionist as I now am; for where 
ever and whenever I may sec a being in the 
form of a man, enslaved by his fellow man, 
without respect to his complexion, I shall lift 
up my voice to plead his cause against nil the 
claims of his proud oppressor; and I shall do 
it not merely from the sympathy which man 
feels towards suffering man, hut because God, 
the living God, whom I dare not disobey, 
has commanded me to open my month for the 
dumb, and to plead the cause of the. op- 
pressed. 

Slavery brutalizes Man. — We know that 
the word man, in its primitive sense, signifies 
red. But the inlcllecli^l and moral struc- 
ture of man, and the august relations which 
he sustains to the Deity, have thrown around 
the name, and the being designated by it, a 
halo of glory, brightened by all the ideas thai 
are ennobling on earth, and blessed in eter- 
nity. This being God created but a little lower 
than the angels, and crowned him with glory 
3nd honor; but slavery hurls him down from 
his elevated position to the level of brutes! 
strikes this crown of glory from his head, and 
fastens upon his neck the galling yoke! and 
compels him to labor like an ox, through 
summer's sun and winter's snow, without re- 
muneration. Docs a man take the calf from 
the cow and sell it to the butcher ? So slavery 
tears the child from the arms of the reluctant 
mother, and barters it to the soul-trader for a 
young colt, or some other commodity ! Docs 
the bird-catcher tear away the dove from his 
niatc ? f>o slavery separates the groaning lius- 
hand from the embraces of his distracted and 
weeping wife? Anil arc the beast* of the 
forests hunted, tortured and shun at the plca- 
s »re of the cruel hunter 1 So are the slaves 
hunted, tortured and slain by the cruel mon- 



ster slavery ! To treat a man like a brute 
is to brutalize him. We have sren thit 
slavery treats man like a brute, therefore 
slavery brutalizes man ! Hut does slavery 
stop here? Is it content with merely treat- 
ing the external man like a brute? No, »ir, 
it goes further, and with a heart an brazen afl 
that of Bclshazzar, and hands still more sa- 
crilegious, it lays hold of the immortal mind* 
seizes the will, and binds that which Jehovah 
did not bind— fetters that which the Eternal 
made as free to move and act as the breath 
of Heaven! It destroys moral agency J To 
destroy moral agency is to fetter or obstruct 
the will of man. Now let us see if slavery 
is innocent of this. The very moment that 
a man conceives the diabolic design of enslav- 
ing his brother's body, that very moment does 
he also conceive the still more heinous design 
of fettering his will, for veil does he know 
that in order to make his dominion supreme 
over the body, he must fetter the living spring 
of all its motions. Hence the first lesson the 
slave is taught is to yield his will unreservedly 
and exclusively to the dictates of his master. 
And if a slave desire to educate himself or his 
children, in obedience to the dictates of reason, 
or the laws of God, he docs not, he cannot do 
it without the consent of his master- Docs 
reason, and circumstances, and the Bible com- 
mand a stave to preach the gospel to his 
brethren ? Slavery arises, and with a frown, 
an oath, and a whip, fetters or obstructs the 
holy volition of his soul! I knew a pious 
slave in Charleston, who "was a licensed ex- 
horler in the M. E. C. ; this good man was in 
the habit of spending his Saturday nights on 
the surrounding plantations, preaching to the 
slaves. One night, as usual, he got into a 
canoe, sailed across the river, nnd began to 
preach to the slaves on a certain plantation 
upon James' Island. While in the very act 
of preaching the unsearchable riches of Chriat 
to dying men, the patroles seized him and 
whipped him in the most cruel manner, and 
compelled him to promise that he would never 
return to preach again to those slaves. Tn 
ihc year in 1831, several colored brethren, 
who were also cxhorters in the M. E. tj,, 
commenced preaching to several destitute 
white families, who gained a subsistence by 
cultivating some poor lands about three or 
four miles from Charleston. The first Sunday 
I wag present; the house was nearly filled 
with these poor white farmers. The master 
of the house was awakened to a sense of his 
lost condition. During the following week he 
was converted. On the third Sunday from 
the day he was convinced of sin he died in 
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the triumphs of foith, and went lo Heave n. 
On iho fourth Sunday from the time the dear 
brethren began to preach, ^ paroles scented 
their track, and put ihcm on the chase. Thus 
an end was put to their labors- Their will- 
ing souls were fettered, and the poor whites 
constrained to go without the preaching of the 
gospel. In a word, it is in view of roan's 
moral agency thai God commands him to shun 
vice and practice virtue. B«* what female 
slave can do this? I lived 2i years in the 
midst of slavery, and never knew but s.x fe- 
male slaves who were reputedly virtuous. 
What profit is it to the female slave that she 
is disposed to be virtuous ? Hex w ill, like her 
body is not her own ; they «* both at the 
pleasure of her masters and he binds them 
at his will. As it destroys moral ogency, so 
it subverts the moral government oj hud. 

In view of the moral agency of man, bod 
has most wisely and graciously given him a 
code of laws, and certain positive precepts, to 
control and regulate moral actions. This code 
of laws, and these positive precepts, with the 
divine influence which they are naturally cal- 
culated to exert on the mind of man, consti- 
tutes his moral government. 

N#m 9 to nullify these laics — So weaken or 
destroy their legitimate influence on the hu- 
man mind, or to hinder man from yielding 
universal and entire obedience lo them* ** i0 
subvert the moral government of God. 

Now, slavery nullifies these tans and j)rc- 
ccpts—u-cuhens and destroys their influence 
our the human mind, and hinders men from 
yielding universal and entire obedience io 
'them; therefore, slavery subverts the moral 
government of God. This is the climax of 
the sin of slavery ! This is the blackest, 
foulest, and the most horrid feature cf the 
heaven-daring monster! He stretcheth out 
his hand against God, and strengthened him- 
self against the Almighty— lie runneth on him, 
even on his neck, upon the thick bosses of his 
buckler. Thus sailh the Lord, " Thou shall 
not commit adultery." But docs the man who 
owns a hundred females obey the law ? Does 
he not nullify it, and compel the helpless 
woman lo disobey God ? Concerning the re- 
ligious instruction of children, thus saith the 
Lord, " Bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord." But what saith 
slavery ? " Thejr are my properly, and shall 
be brought up to serve me." They shall not 
wen learn to read his ivord, in order that 
they may ho brought up in his nurture and 
admonition. If any man doubts this, let 
him read the slave code of Louisiana, and sec 
if it ih not death to teach slaves. Thus sailh 



the Lord, » Remember the Sabbath day, to 
keep il holy." Does not slavery nullify this 
law! and compel the slave « work on je 
Sabbath ? Thus saith the Lord, Obey u y 
ftther and thy mother." Can the slave chd- 
drcn obey this command of God ? Does not 
riaverv command the children to .obey the 
master, and him alone ? Thus sailh the Son 
nf God " What God hath joined together let 
no man'put asunder." Docs not slavery nul- 
lify this law, by breaking the sacred bands ol 
wedlock, and separating the husband and the 
wife for ever ? Thus sailh the Son of God, 
" Search the Scriptures." Does not slavery 
seal up the word of God, and make it criminal 
for the slave lo read il? In 1834, the legis- 
lature of South Carolina enacted a law pro- 
hibiting- the instruction of any slave ; and Mr. 
Lawrence, in a pamphlet which he published 
in 1835, to defend this law, declared, that if 
fa slaves were permitted to read the Bible, 
ninety of them would become infidels, like 
Voltaire, where ten would become Christians. 
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel unto every creature," sailh the Son of 
God. Docs slavery permit it? In 1835, a 
minister of the Episcopal Church, in the city , 
of Charleston, appealed to the civil authority 
for permission to preach to the free population 
of a«i evening, but ihey would not permit him. 

The objector may reply, that at the present 
moment there arc four Methodist missionaries, 
and one Lutheran, laboring among the slave 
population of South Carolina. We answer, 
that this is true, and we are glad or it ; but 
this fact does not overthrow our proposition, 
nor falsify what we have slated; for, although 
a few planters have permitted the gospel to 
be preached to their slaves, the majority of 
them prohibit it, and this permission w extra- 
neous to slavery, and is no part of its creed 
or code. Slavery never legislates for the rc- 
lioious instruction of slaves, but, on the con- 
trary, legislates to perpeiuate their ignorance ; 
and there are laws . this very moment in the 
statute books or South Carolina and other 
Mates, prohibiting the religious instruction of 
slaves. But l» /is not all that slavery does 
to subvert the moral government of God. I be 
slaves arc sensible of the oppression exercised 
by their masters; and they sec these masters 
on the Lord's day worshipping ID Ins holy 
sanctuary. They hear their masters pro- 
fessing Christianity ; they see these masters 
preaching the gospel; they hear these mas- 
ters praying in their families, and ihey know 



that oppression and slavery arc inconsis ent 
With the Christian religion ; therefore they 
BColT at religion itaclf— mock thnr masters, 
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and distrust both the goodness and justice of 
God. Yes, I have even known them to ques- 
tion his existence.. I speak not of what others 
have told me, but of what / have both seen 
and heard from the slaves themselves. I have 
heard the mistress ring the bell for family 
prayer, and I have seen the servants imme- 
diately begin to sneer and laugh; and hove 
heard them declare ihey would not go in to 
prayers; adding, if I go in she will only just 
read, " Servants obey your masters;" but she 
will not " break every yoke, and let the op- 
pressed go free." I have seen colored men 
at the church door, scoffing at the ministers, 
while they were preaching, and saying, you 
had better go home and set your slaves free. 
A few nights ago, between 10 and 1 1 o'clock, 
a runaway slave came to the house where I 
live, for safely and succor. I asked him if he 
was a Christian; " no sir," said he "while 
men treat us so bad in Mississippi that we 
can't be Christians." 

Sir, T taught school in Charleston five years. 
In 1834 the legislature of our state enacted 
a law to prohibit colored teachers. My school 
was filled with children and youth of the most 
promising talents; and when I looked upon 
them, and remembered that in a few more 
weeks this school shall be closed, and 1 be 
permitted no more to teach them, notwith- 
standing I had been a professor seven years, 
I began to question the existence of the Al- 
mighty, and to say, if indeed there is a God, 
docs he deal justly? Is lie a jusl Cod ? Is 
he a holy Iking? If so, why docs he permit 
a handful of. dying men thus to oppress us? 
Why docs he permit them to hinder me from 
teaching these children, when nature, reason, 
and Revelation command me to teach litem ? 
Thus I began to question the divine govern- 
ment, and to murmur at the administration of 
His providence. And could 1 do otherwise, 
while slavery's cruellies were pressing and 
grinding my soul in the dust, and robbing me 
and my people of those privileges which it 
was hugging to its breast, and giving thou- 
sands to perpetuate the blessing which it was 
tearing away from us ? Sir, the very man who 
made the law alluded to, did that very year, 
nnd at lhatvery session of the legislature, give 
20,000 dollars to increase the property of 
South Carolina College. 

In a word, slavery tramples ihe laws of the 
living God under its unhallowed feet — weak- 
ens and destroys the influence which those 
laws are calculated to exert over the mind of 
man; and constrains the oppressed to blas- 
pheme the name of the Almighty. For I have 
often Ijcard them snccringly say, that li The 



JUtnighty made Charleston on a Saturday 
night, when he was weary, and in a gnat 
humj." O, Brethren of the Francftcan 5j/« 
nod! AWAKE t to the battle, and hurl the 
hottest thunders of divine truth at the head 
of this cruel monster, vntil he shall fall to 
rise no more; and the groans of the enslaved 
are converted into the songs of the free! 

IMPORTANT MEETING. 
Wfl publish below the report of a Com- 
mittee which was unanimously adopted at a 
large public meeting of the l * Colored Peo- 
ple," on the 16th of the present month 
(December.) Wc have no*room even for an 
outline of the many eloquent and patriotic 
speeches that were delivered upon the occa- 
sion; suffice it to say, they were in perfect 
keeping, with the spirit of the ngc in which 

we live. ' . • 

For the Kutionil RcforttWb 
REPORT. 

The committee appointed at a public meet- 
ing on the 9th December, 1830, to take such 
notice of a letter (received by the Rev. An- 
drew Harris, from the Rev. R. R. Gurlcy, 
Secretary of the American Colonization So- 
ciety, on the subject of Colonization, and fa- 
vorable thereto,) as may be consistent with the 
views, feelings, and interests of those upon 
whom the benevolent (!) eye of colonization 
rests — respectfully and in conformity with 
their instructions, Report, 

That, they have critically read the letter 
referred to, and finding therein contained 
nothing but the same stereotyped and wicked 
falsities; nothing but the same glaring incon- 
sistencies and fraudulent pretensions ; nothing 
but what is hateful in motive, diabolical in 
principle, and murderous in design ; in fine, 
nothing different from the odious and peculiar 
man-hating, humanity-despising, God-defy- 
ing features, which, from its origin to the 
present time, have stood out in marked and 
distinctive character; disgusting and abhor- 
rent to the unawed, and unbought of our 
people, as well as to all others, pledged to the 
right for God and liberty ; 

Therefore, your committee, in view of the 
shameless effrontery, and disgraceful monstro- 
sities of said loiter, submit for your adoption 
the following resolutions: 

Itcsatvcd, That wc view with unmixed in- 
dignationi this last bribery attempt of Coloni- 
zationists to pervert the judgment, and compro- 
mise the honor, feelings, and integrity of our 
peonle. 
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Itcsolccd, That all projects which contem- 
plate our removal from the land of our birth 
and affections, will be looked upon as BPECU- 

LAT1VE, DETESTABLE, and TRAITOROUS. 

Baohedt That all who adopt, defend, and 
advocate the principles of the American Co- 
lonization Society, undcrstandiugly, ought to 
be ranked with the enemies of juaticc, huma- 
nity, m^MndglUy God. 

Jlesolvcd, That while we fully adopt the 
enlarged motto of benevolence, that 41 Our 
Country is the World, our countrymen arc all 
mankind," and would not present any obsta- 
cles for individual enterprise, and locomotion ; 
we solemnly aver, and believe that the home 
where the oppressed American is 10 stand up 
in the fullsiature of a man— "redeemed, rege- 
nerated, and disenthralled/' is in these United 
States of North America. 

Resolved, That not in vain-glorying and 
boasting, but in soberness and in truth, and 
in firm and devoted reliance upon those 
Heavenly principles, (mighty through God, to 
the pulli'ng down the strong holds of sin,) as 
set forth bv the American Anti-Slavery Socie- 
ty— wc will live, and die in the country of our 
birth, whose liberty u-as wn, in part, by (he 
blood and treasure of our ancestors. 
In behalf of the committee, 

J. J. G. Bus, Chairman. 



From the Charter Oak. 

PETITIONS! PETITIONS! PETITIONS! 

Free women of Connecticut, (for I speak, 
not now to slaves, to the servile minions of 
pride, selfishness and prejudice,) have yon 
this fall signed the petitions in behalf Of the 
dumb, and entreated M the women ID your 
town to do the fame ? If you have not, 1 im- 
plore you to drop the work you have in your 
hand, or this paper, as soon as you shall have 
finished this article, and go to the work now, 
nor leave it till not one woman in your town 
shall have for excuse in the day of accounts, 
that she has not bet.i asked to pray for the 
perishing. 

Do ynueav you have so many family cares 
you cannot got Thousands of your sisters 
may never hear the word family but mock 
their desolation- Hut you roast pr- ...c your 
beiored children's rearm, tt-intcr clothing.— 
Look yonder. Do you not see that mother 
toiling With her affittrt, or qvttt naked chil- 
dren, shivering in the hncn blatt 1 7Tr y °" 
cannot go, you must prepare llic table for your 

family. The slave spends but little time in 
dreeing her " peck of com per week."— -Docs 
your house need patting in order ? Had you 
a bdUM but f'rt by ten* furoitjlCd 



with a rough bench, a stool and a bunk, with 
a little straw and a blanket, and then, for cook- 
in" and table apparatus, a kettle, a spoon and 
a knife, it might not lake you so long to set 
them in order.— Why do you delay, and take 
una book to read? Is it in derision of blighted 
intellect? Ah! throw it down in remem- 
brance of the millions in whose bodies imraor* 
tality has well nigh found a sepulchre.— Do 
your precious babes demand your tender 
watchings, so that you cannot leave them T — 
Hark! that shriek!! It proclaims the Uirst- 
in<r of a heart, as the babe is torn from the 
fra°ntic mother, and sold for "five dollars the 
pound." — Still do you say " I have not time? 
! I pity you. You are yourself almost 
qualified to be a slave. Ay, you arc a slave — 
a slave to hardness of heart- _ You have got a 
stone in your bosom; there is no flesh there, 
you are consumed by selfishness. Is this 
hard talk? How would you talk of me, were 
you allowed to speak, if I should wrap myself 
up in " my own concerns" "and see your re- 
latives and friends sold under the hammer, 
your clothing stripped from you, except per- 
bans, a mere rag, your "mind smothered to 
almost utter extinction, and then the defaced 
remnant of your former self driven before the 
gory lash, till, exhausted, you cannot finish 
your task, and are bound down, shamelessly 
exposed, and a cat bawled up and down your 
back to gratify the revenge of some lustful 
brute of an overseer. 

I see all this, and know that our GREAT 
and WISE men (?) in the nation's BLACK 
LAW FACTORY have decided that you 
have no right to ask for mercy in their be- 
half.* You know all this, and cry out, 14 O 
how I pity the poor creature. I can't bear to 
hear of such treatment. My feelings arc so 
acute I cannot read such horrible cruelties; 
but 1 have so much to do, that I cannot carry 
this petition all around town; it will take so 
much time I shan't be able to finish this ruffle, 
or puf the ribbon on this bonnet." 

Women of Connecticut, I shall blush to 
acknowledge myself a woman, ' if women's 
souls have become so scar, so blighted, as to 
neglect this labor of humanity. But I can- 
not think it will be neglected. I cannot think 
there will be a falling off in this important 
work. 

Let us rouse ourselves and pour an over- 
whelming flood of rebuke upon those beings 
who claim to he men, agents of those who 
style themselves the "FREEST NATION 
ON THE EARTH*" and use their freedom 
to say, " Tor Four Hundred Dollars WASH- 
INGTON may be a Ovinia count for. Tex- 
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11 For Four Hundred Dollars any 
retch may trade in human flesh and btillCfl, 
slaves and the souls of men, in the Canita] 
oi'TUi: UGFUQE OF THE OPPRES- 
SKI).' "—"For lour Hundred Dollars any 
liunau hyena may FATTEN ON THE 
BLOOD OF MEN, WOMEN AND CHIL- 
DKEH, under the walls of our CAPITOL." 
■cs, worse still, Ihcy have made robbery, 
adultery and murder, free game— ay, honora- 
ble sport,— and he who holds the greatest 
number of trophies is deemed most noble. 
Up, my sister, speak while there is time. 
Millions arc perishing, victims of your delay. 

A Colored Woman. 

BEN'JAMlfr LUNDY. 
| The following will explain itself, it refers 
j i one of the greatest men « that ever lived in 
t o tide of time." The lines are from the pen 
Of our talented correspondent Susan Wilson, 
flic Elizabeth Chandler of the Anti-Slavery 
cause. 

THE YO\V. 

J In 4he "Genius of Universal Emancipa- 
tion," for Nov. 1832, the Editor of that work, 
JJenmmin Lundy, thus alludes to his early 
impressions: " Tlien did his young heart 
bound within his bosom, and his heated blood 
tail in his veins, on seeing droves of a dozen 
or twenty ragged men chained together and 
driven through the streets, barc-kcaded and 
wrc- footed, through mxtd and snow, by the 
remorseless » soul sellers," with horsewhips 
and bludgeons in their hands ! ! It was the 
frequent ic petit ion of such scenes as these, in 
the town of Wiikkliko, Virginia, that made 
jhosc durable impressions on his mind rela- 
tive to the horrors of the slave system, which 
have induced him to devote himself to the 
cause of Universal Emancipation* During 
an apprenticeship with a respectable mechanic 
Of that place, he was, by these and other 
Bicans, made acquainted with the cruellies 
hik] the despotism of slavery, as tolerated in 

■ this land ; and he made a solemn vow to M- 
mighty God, that, if favored with health and 
tirengili, he would break at least one link of 
that ponderous chain of oppression, when he 
Should become a man." 

And he kept itchangclcssly !— Oh, wbon ho breathed 
». thai vow, 

"ho could havo doom'd hoM tread such path unBurirtk- 
'ngly 'till now* i— 

01 they who o'er fictions woo, in bo mo wild romance 

■ * mourn, 

l f nd wa , sl c ^cir bvmpathy for ilU that never havo been 
borno. 
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Dot to his uuconqucrM spirit has been many a trial 
known, 

Such oe (unrffCtch'd by fancy,) Comn in real life alone ; 
And onward, onwnrd pressing BlUl,— no momentary 

pauso \ 
h cr checks his high and fearless course in Freedom's 

sacred cause. 

That cause will l>c triumphant ! — and, if not on earth, 

in Hcavm 

The reward of bil devotcdnesa assuredly bo given ; * 
HE, who received that ' vow' has watched his devious 
pathway o'er, 

Has led him through the fire unscathed,— unbarnVd from 

shore to ahore. 
Ho will not W to human power,— to prido or wealth 

or birth ; 

But asks and trusts Jehovah's aid in hiiichoscn path oo 
earth. 

May, 1837. 



For the Klllotul ftdtancA 
LINKS ON TUB DEATH OF llKNJAMIN i.cmh'. 

Lunut— tho nohlo and the tried— 
The chief of Freedom's mighty bond, 

Who stood for Freedom and for Right, . 
For God and for his native land ! — 

Lusdt— the friend or friendless men— 

The fearless ndvocato of Troth — 
Performing well in manhood's years 

The vow ond promisoof bis youth I 9 

Luxnv has fallen!— and tho voico 
( That echoed over vnlo and hill — 
Calling tho friends of Freedom forth, 
In tho calm hiinh of death id still. 

Tho wind sweeps sadly o'er his tomb, 
Mindful of him who slumbers ihoro— 

Wearing to heaven tho mournful lono 
Or many o hcarlfolt, solemn prayer. 

Tho earth, in all her wido domain, 

Boasts not a counterpart ofllim ; 
For none may stand, as ho has stood, 

For Fxecdom when her firca aro dim. 

And Thou ! whoso ri«ht hand dealt tho blow 
Which took from us our cherished friend ; 

Oh ! grant that Freedom's fire* may burn 
Gloriously bright unto tho end ! 

Grant us his spirit, strong, yet mild, 

Firm and unwavering unto Jcath :— 
Tho holy lovo which burned in him 

Enuuickcncd by Thy living breath ! 



♦ In early youth " he made a solemn vow to Almighty 
God,lhat l if favored with health and strength, ho would 
break at least one link of (hat nondcrouu chain of oppits- 
siou, when he should become a rauii,* 
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Ue ours tho mantle of (ho dead ! 

Our helmet faith, and truth ournworJ ; — 
Give us the strength and power wo need 
To he the followers of our Lord ! 

Ami grant Hint wo mny trend the path 

Which leads unto eternal bliss ; 
And in the spirit land may meet 

The pure ind noble ones of this! 

T. 8. C. 

Fr»r '■" >f i Reformer* 
WE THANK THEE. 

"It is pood for us lobe hero." St. Mark 0,5. 

" Wc thank tliec that we live in a land culled a land of 
freedom, though ii is a land of oppression."— Rev, H, 
Bernard. 

" 'Tis good for us to bo" where'er 

Titr will hath placed us, therefore, wo , 

.Rcceivo tho lot thou'st given us here, 

lis lights and shadows — gratefully : 

We thank thee for each fragrant flower, 

For every calm and sunny hour ; 
And what e'er thorns we've sometimes found, 
WhalovcT storms hove gathered round, 
We thank thee, that thy watchful care 
" Has saved us from a larger share. 

m 

Wc thank (hco, (hat. while millions groan 

In fcttcra, forged by tyranny, 
Such woe as theirs wc ne'er bavo known, 

Cut, o'en in slavery's home, are frco; 
And oh! wo thank thee fervently, 

That thou hast given us hearts to fed 
For thoso in bonds, — and earnestly 

Wo pray to thco their wounds to heal ; 
And pray for aid— that not in vain 
We strive to break the oppressor's chain. 

S. Witsopr. 



OBITUARY. 

Died, on the 17lh ulfc, Wm Penn, young- 
est eon of KobeVt and Grace Douglass, in the 
23d year of his age. 

Alas ! what are we mortals ! A tale that is 
told. A dream. An empty sound, that pass- 
eth on the wings away, and is forgotten. But 
a little while ago this very promising youth 
was the picture of health, and beheld by his 
affectionate parents with delight and satisfac- 
tion. No doubt by anticipation they enjoyed 
much happiness in his future prosperity. But 
the scene is changed. All that now remains 
of the much loved one, is a lump of lifeless 
clay. ^ However, they may solace themselves 
that his nobler and better part still lives, and 
even with its God. For said the Divine Sa- 
vior of men — come unto me all yc that are 
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
reel. Thie truth then comforts the hearts of 



the parents and sister, and causes them to how 
with pious resignation to the will of Heaven, 
and though tho scene indeed is changed with 
respect to tlicirson and brother, it is in his 
favor. For the promise of the Savior is bright, 
dazzling ami glorious beyond expression ; by 
an eye of faith they now can behold their 
loved one with those above. T. P. C. 



Fftr tlir Valional Itr fnrmrr. 

CONSECRATION OF ST, THOMASES CHURCH. 

On Friday morning last, St. Thomas's 
Church, South Fifth street, was consecrated 
to the worship of Almighty Cod, by the Kt. 
Rev. H. U. Ondcnlonk, D. D„ assisted by 
the Rector of the church, and several of the 
Episcopal clergy, with' the wardens and ves- 
trymen. The ceremony did nr>t fail to ex- 
cite the usual interest and solemnity. As tho 
Bishop entered the church, followed by tho 
clergy and vestrymen, repeating alternately a 
verse from the Psalm prescribed for such ser- 
vices, the congregation rose, and sromed to 
be impressed with the conviction, that they 
were standing where flic great Eternal has 
said: M MY NAME shall be there." The 
sermon was delivered by the Bishop from the 
text : " Worship God, 5 ' in his usual masterly 
style, and listened to with great interest and 
attention by tlfe audience. It was truly grati- 
fying to witness the manifestations of joy and 
gladness among the people on seeing their 
pious work so happily completed. 

" God cnint that they who worship there 
May all at length in Heaven appear." 
PiiiLADA. Dec, 21st, 1839. W, 
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TO OUR READERS. 
The present number will close the first vo- 
lume of the National Reformer* If wc have 

failed to meet the public expectation, with re- 
gard to the amount and quality of the matter 
wc have given lo our readers, we challenge 
them to prove that wc have, in a single in- 
stance, violated our expressed principles. 

It is true that wo have not kept pace with 
solar time, but our annual revolution has been 
performed, nevertheless. What if, like Mars, 
Jupiler, and Saturn, our great distance from 
the centrifugal and centripetal power** nave 
extended our annual revolution ueyouU the 
period of the physical globe wa inhabit, it by 
no means excludes us from the pale of the 
moral world. For how can poor, feeble, finite 
mrm. scan the omnipotent boundaries of the 
Deity, or measure tne moral globe by physi- 
cal landmarks. Nor can it be denied that great 
physical obstructions often retard the progress 
of moral events. 

That wc have succeeded thus far in pro- 
claiming the principles of truth, justice, and 
equity, may be a matter of astonishment to 
some, while it animates us with fresh courage 
that, if we arc faithful, we shall ** endure to 
the end. 1 ' We have aimed lo identify our- 
selves with the cause of bleeding andimbruted 
humanity. Wc have called no man Lord — 
we acknowledge no man as Master — wc 
know no slavks dut iron-iiearted despots. 
Our object lias been to maintain to the utmost 
of our ability those fundamental principles on 
which the rights of man are based, and level 
lo llic earth those partition walls that divide 
asunder the human affections, and shut out 
the great family of nations from ono common 
brotherhood. 

In the performance of this duty we have 
made just principles our i*olar star. We 

* The editor resides H'2 miles distant from tho »oai of 
publication. 
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have not uirnnl rilhor lo llie ri'ghl or to lite 

left to seek public favor. Wc have raised no 
sectarian banner, nor have wo entered into 
partnership with expediency. Wc hnvc been 
of no sect, creed, or complexion, for the Pake 
of all sects, creeds i and complexions. 

The cause of tho oppressed, and those with 
whom wc are identified, lies nearest our heart, 
and occupies Ihc uppermost scat in our a flec- 
tions. But wc are unwilling to style our paper 
" the only legitimate organ of the colorrd peo- 
ple," and thus, at one " fell swoop/' expel 
from the platform those periodicals that are 
maintaining the cause of the slave with an 
ability that we can never hope lo equal. The 
thoughts our mind dictates, and the fingers 
that move our pen, were bequeathed us by the 
God of nature for nobler purposes than to bo 
sacrificed at the shrine of coruplcxional favor. 
The rights for which we are contending are 
the rights of universal man, and we shnll not 
wait to inquire whether the oppressed are 
white, red, black, or brown, before wc have 
bestowed on them our sympathy. II* there be 
those who assert that the God of heaven has 
despised us by pulling a mark upon us, we 
say let them in His name despise us too. Let 
them be consistent and cease to assert that 
our condition ought to be improved. It will 
prove vain and foolish for them to attempt to 
arbitrate the decision of the Almighty, We 
here publicly renounce all comi-lexional 
allegiance with every class of mankind. 
We do so in behalf of the cause of human 
freedom, and wc appeal lo our countrymen, of 
all complexions, to renounce it, and let us 
move onward to redeem man from the brutal 
grasp of his fellow-man. Wc solicit those 
lli at labor Willi us, and for us, to embrace the 
same principles, as the only sure means of 
achieving a npcedy and final triumph over 
the powers of despotism. 

In the prosecution of yur humbiu task wc 
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may have often oflendcd, and often erred, bat 
Mircly there will be none so credulous as lo 
doubt our fallibility. We take no pleasure in 
giving oflence, and as our intellectual culture 
is more limited than that of our contempora- 
ries, we are obliged to draw largely on the 
dictates of nature, which we hope will be a 
sufficient apology. Wc feel assured thai the 
time will shortly come when the post wc now 
occupy will be filled by those sufficiently ade- 
quate to the Usk. But, until then, we shall, 
IB behalf of the righteous cause in which wc 
are engaged, " cry aloud, and spare not." 
We will appeal to the riders of tHo land for 
an extension of those republican principles 
which protect individual right. We solicit 
for our brethren only the possession of those 
ighls and privileges that are enjoyed by other 
. itizens. If they ask more we shall resist 
iheir claims ; if they are satified with less we 
6hall repudiate them. 

We are unable to give rencwed'plcdges for 
the improvement of the " Reformer*" except 
that we shall increase our diligence. The 
principle that have governed us in the past 
shall guide us for the future. It is for these, 
and these alone, we ask your support. Shall 
we receive it? We propound this question 
for your serious consideration, and await your 
reply. Let us hear from you by return of 
mail. 



CONGRESS. 
The popular branch of our national legisla- 
ture has spent nearly a month in organizing, 
owing to the disputed returns of the New Jer- 
sey members. One of their first acts has been 
an attempt to stifle the voice of petition on the 
subject of slavery. 



that dale prosecuted any fixed objects for~gc- 
neral improvement. In their local relations, 
through the aid of kind friends and their own 
exertions, their intellectual and moral condi- 
tion has been constantly advancing. Their 
attention has been directed to the subject of 
education ; and through the aid of public and 
private schools, the youth of both sexes have 
made rapid improvement in the several 
branches of an English education, while a few- 
have been fortunate enough to obtain classical 
instruction in high schools and colleges where 
the spirit of the Christian religion and repub- 
licanism had obliterated the spirit of caste. 
Nor has their external condition been neglect- 
ed. Many of their houses for public worship 
have been rcmodlcd and improved at nn enor- 
mous expense ; while in their per&onal ap- 

pe*rance, dress, and general intelligence, they 
have ke,.» pacc ^ lhcir more filVorc j nc ; gh _ 

hors. But u U necessary here to record the 
fact, that with all foe superior advantages this 
generation has received, there is less attention 

ow, anion" the 



"THE FREE COLORED POPULATION OF 
THESE UNITED STATES." 

We conclude this subject from No. 9, page 
138. The last general Convention of the 
*' fire e colored people" was held in 1835, and 
ever since that period they have lost their re- 
presentative character- As a distinct portion 
of the American people they have not since 



paid to the subject of liberty n„ 
youths that have justanived at manhood,°than 
was practised by their fathers, when placed in 
more difficult and trying circumstances. Wo 
may doubtless ascribe the introduction of this 
lethargic spirit to several extraneous causes. 
The first or which springs from the great di- 
visibility of sentiment that is known to exist 
among them as to the best means of promot- 
ing their own improvement. It has ever been 
the province of common minds to take but a 
single glance at the surface of superficial ob- 
jects, and lake refuge in their domain, whilo 
bolder and more penetrating intellects will 
press onward until they arrive at some grand 
fundamental principle for the government of 
their actions. These minor differences of Opi- 
nion about measures so far from exhibiting 
symptoms of internal decay in an oppressed 
people, only brings to light their moral and 
intellectual power, which needs only the con- 
centration of its several parts, in order that 
they may prove successful in promoting their 
own redemption. Those individuals that have 
been distinguished on the page of history, and 
been regarded by posterity as the ornaments 
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of nations, have often rode the boisterous wave 
of popular hatred, because tliey differed from 
the mass of mankind on some favorite topic of 
popular favor. Plans for promoting the happi- 
ness of mankind fail only when those who ad- 
vocate them become diverted from the objects 
in pursuit. The collision of mind with mind, 
seldom narrows down the pathway of duty, 
but often illumines and hastens the march of 
just principles. Those that tear down the 
institutions of human society, however trivial 
in their nature, without erecting others in their 
stead, more adapted lo the spirit of the age, 
and tl>e triumph of just principles, inflict last- 
ing, and often fatal depredations on the great 
interests of mankind. Let die world learn to 
despise the theories of those that pretend lo 
know so much, and are willing to do so little. 
They vindicate their position by the stereo- 
typed apology that there arc no organizations 
that suit the tenor and dispositions of their 
minds. This, at best, is but the badge of the 
idle, and they are often but a blot on the face 
of creation. Their course would gratify every 
intelligent tyrant on the face of the earth. The 
present silence and inactivity of the "colored 
people" of the Northern, Eastern, and Middle 
states, is now a great drawback on the cause 
of human freedom, both in this country and 
throughout the world. The majority ol them 
are governed by the tyrant plea, ".necessity." 
If they continue to fold their arms in such 
shameful indificrence to the march of truth — 
the progress of liberty — the cause of the slave, 
and their own religious, moral, and political 
degradation, the thunder-tones of the moral 
world — the earthquake-voice of Almighty 
power — the disembodied spirit of universal 
liberty, will brand them as imbecile traitors 
to their own vital interests — the 11 frcedtnen" 
of Europe will look on them with scorn and 
contempt for their pusillanimity, while pos- 
terity will rise up and "call them cursed." 

They are now capable, by their moral and 
intellectual ability, of giving; a powerful im- 
petus lo the cause of universal emancipation. 
With but a few exceptions their organized 



across the billows of the Atlantic against the 
"institution of American slavery." The 
churches too have sent forth lliaiv testimony 
against this "giant sin" of our land, lo their 
American brethren. The brightest stars in 
the 11 political galaxy" of old England have 
hurled forth their bitter anathemas against it, 
until they have reached every hill-top and 
valley from the eastern borders of this conti- 
nent to our western horizon. Men who are 
the pride and ornaments of Britain — llio 
names of Buxton, McCaulley, O'Conncll, and 
Scoble, with many others are registered on the 
page of Freedom's history. In this country, 
the testimony of Synods, Presbyteries, Con- 
ferences, &c. proclaims the right of the slave 
to the enjoyment and possession of his own 
freedom, while the larger ecclesiastical bodies 
have been shaken to the centre by discussion 
on ih is momentous subject- 
Hut where, let us ask, have the H colored 
churches" spoken out against American slave- 
ry, as churches? This sin, that is of itself a 
14 bill of abominations," filled with murder, 
robbery, theft, and licentiousness, must needs 
be condemned by the colored churches. 
This sin that conflicts more with the law of 
the great arbiter of human events, than any 
other, must receive the universal condemna- 
tion of every church and professing Christian 
in the land, if they desire to be considered 
representatives of him who came to "set the 
captive free." 

What security have we that the members 
of "colored churches 19 may not only be aid- 
ers and abettors in this unholy traffic that 
blots on t the 11 immortal soul," but that ihey, 
may actually become slaveholders, and remain 
in the bonds of Christian fellowship with their 
brethren? For aught we know there is no 
just reason why this might not be, any more 
than thai rum-sellers and dram-drinkers aro 
now admitted into full communion in the sa- 
cred ordinances of the church. We have yet 
lo learn (and wc hope our kind friends will 
inform us if we err) whether the colored 
churches have adopted any measures that 
would expel a slaveholder from the sacred 



powers have been dormant. The taunt of 
Europe is borne on almost every free breeze offices of the church. 

more. If we admit [he fatalism that wc need) high origin, and are equally clothcu Wiu 
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On llus subject, as on every other lor tin; 
promotion of human happiness, it becomes US 
to lake the highest ground, and labor with 
those whoso aim it is to purge the church 
from unclcanncss. We should overlook 'every 
superficial obstacle, and unite with the friends 
of freedom, of righteousness, justice, truth, 
and mercy, every local, national, and com- 
plexional distinction, and mount the platform 
of universal humanity, and there labor for the 
glorious triumph of civil and religious liberty, 
and the universal rights of man. 



OUR ELEVATION. 
*• We must first be elevated," is the faial 
and erroneous dogma, ushered forth by the 
enemies of human liberty, when the advocates 
of freedom claim for the " colored population* 1 
the rights, privileges, and immunities, enjoy- 
ed by other American citizens. This vain, 
foolish, and frivolous objection, based upon 
falsehood, if not strangled in its conception 
should have been annihilated at its birth. The 
failure of meeting it, as it ought to have been 
done, has given our enemies an advantage over 
us, -the effect of which will be to procrastinate 
the period of the slave's redemption. The 
ancient flood that swept off the anlideluvians» 
and destroyed -u e face of the physical globe, 
was less injurious in its effect on the natural, 
t hal prejudice and slavery is now on the in. 
tellccluat and moral world. We want not 
only language to express our detestation of ex- 
isting evils, but we need new terms for the 
vindication of our rights. We, loo, have been 
allured by false idioms. Wc have been advo- 
cates of the doctrine that we must be " clcval* 
cti M before wc could expect to enjoy the pri- 
vileges of American citizenship. We now 
utterly discard it, and ask pardon for our for- 
mer errors. We do now henceforth, and 
for ever deny, that in the republican sense of 
the term, the colored population need to be 
14 elevated." The Almighty having clothed 
us with the attributes of human nature, we arc 
placed on an equality with the rest of man- 
kind. The declaration of American Indepen- 
dence, and our nation's bill of rights, asks no 
more- If we admit the fatalism that we need 



t o he elevated, before we are fitted to possess 
the rights and privileges of the u white man," 
wc consequently acknowledge our inferiority in 
the scale of crcaiion. Let not the "colored 
man," nor his advocate, al tempt to erect the 
temple of freedom on such a sandy founda- 
tion. Let us reject every attempt to dethrone 

the dignity of our manhood, so long as tho 
spirit of freedom runs in our veins, and we 
feel within us the evidences of immortality. 

Let us rest our cause on the republican 
standards of our revolutionary fathers, while 
we knock al the doors of the constitution and 
demand an entrance. If wc arc asked* what 
evidences wc bring to sustain our qualifies* 
tions fur citizenship, -wc will offer them certi- 
ficates of our BIRTH and NATIVITY. If 
wc are denied admission, let the cause of our 
rejection be ascribed to our complexion. Then 
we shall have a fair view of the question at 
issue. Then wc shall be ablo to ceo (and our 
friends too) that il is not our impiety — our 
ignorance— our immorality, or our wicked 
customs and habits, that places us without tho 
pale of constitutional landmarks. But that it 
is our complexion alone that furnishes tho 
apology. If we could by a single "feat" of na- 
ture change our complexion, every objection to 
our full exercise of constitutional privileges 
would be banished before to morrow's sun. 
Wc therefore hope that our friends will 
cease to place any faith in the doctrine, that 
our religious, literary, and moral improvement, 
will be the means of enfranchising us. We 
need all these much, for our spiritual, moral 
and intellectual improvement, for tho promo- 
tion of our present and future welfare. But 
these are not constitutional requirements. 
The American people, in their conventional 
and legislative capacity, dare not set up such 
a test on which to base the rights of citizen- 
ship. To carry out such a principle would 
disfranchise half the while population, while 
it would bestow on hundreds of thousands of 
colored those very privileges of which they 
arc now deprived. Wc arc not humbly beg- 
ging the while man to (i elovate us." He can- 
not do it. We have emanated from the same 
high origin, and are equally clothed with the 
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divine imago as he is. A« no ordinance oi* 
man ran nullify liic laws of our Creator, 80 no 
human effort can eject us from the platform of 
natural equality. All we ask of them is» thai 
they take their M feet from of our necks," thai 
wo may stand free and erect like themselves. 
We havo prescribed for them no form of go- 
vernment, all we desire is that they will prac- 
tice their own professed principles. In our 
present form of government, the will of the 
people is the law of the land. It is therefore 
the rankest form of injustice and despotism 
to require of those whom they have denied 
the cxercirfc of their will, in llic formation of 
those laws ; to yield implicit obedience to the 
same. All we ask of them to perform they 
have sworn before high Heaven to execute. 

Our object in penning the present article is 
to disabuse the public mind with regard to a 
fatal error that has long been entertained by 
many gifted and philanthropic minds, viz. 
thai our religious, moral, and intellectual ele- 
vation would secure us our political privileges. 
We aver that it will not. We can now pro- 
duce sufficient samples in these virtues and 
acquirement? to redeem the character of a 
world. Sodom would have been saved with 
a far less proportion. No, if we had colored 
men who could write like Paul, preach like 
Peter, pray like Aminadab, iron hearted preju- 
dice would cry out he is black. If our halls 
of science, the bar, and the forum reverberat- 
ed with the eloquence of Cicero, or Demos, 
thenes, or, to come down to more modern 
times, \[ihcy were capable of eclipscing those 
master spirits of the American Senate with 
the power of their genius — or possessed of the 
weallh of Crcesus or a Girard, the vulgar 
voice of the populace would cry out, they are 
a degraded people, because they are black. 
•We are not among those doubling priests that 
believe that neither "religion, humanity, or 
legislation," can remove this unholy prejudice. 
We know it to be vincible, and we feel assur- 
ed lhat where true religion and humanity ex- 
ists it cannot enter. Every human being that 
hates his brother without a cause, is totally 
destitute. of the spirit Christianity. Our poli- 
tical elevation is dependent on. the improve- 
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mcnl of the white man's heart, not the colored 
man's mind. We need moral and intellectual 
cultivation, as a means through which wo 
may be able to improve the hearts of our 
enemies. Our present situation is a living 
commentary on the wicked principle that 
governs American legislation and control* 
American justice. 

We insert the communication of J. G. W£ 
W. on the subject of Trinidad emigration, be- 
cause we arc in favor of a free expression of 
opinion, on all subjects connected witli our 
* 4 common welfare." 

It is scarcely necessary to add, lhat we dis- 
sent from the views of our correspondent, as 
our own opinion has been expressed in the . 
last number. We nave believed from the be- 
gining that the undue excitement on this sub. 
ject was *• destined to perish." — Ed. 

For tlie '■ 11 " ii 1 1 it. i ' ■ ■ : m ■ i . 

R M IG R ATO N — TBI N 1 DA D. 

Mr. Editor: — We live in an age when it 
becomes us to expend no moro time in erect- 
ing cob-houses and castles of straw* but to 
contemplate our condition and prospects as 
they exist andarelikely to continue, ti should 
not be expected lhat our whole people can be 
of* one mind' on every point of policy lhat 
may command our alienlion ; and if I shall be 
found lodifl'cr from the majority on a subject 
which commands and should receive the seri- 
ous attention of every intelligent man among 
us, I trust lhat due taleration will be observed, 
and that this will be mcl in the same spirit for 
the general good which dictates it. 

Ever since the abolition of in voluntary ser- 
vitude in the now professedly non-shiveholding 
slates, the people of color have been anxious- 
ly, but almost hopelessly, looking forward to 
11 better days," The design of the noble phi- 
lanthropists of that period, through whose in- 
strumentality the happy event was brought • 
about, was to raise an injured people above 
the level of an inferior creation and place them 
upon the proper footing of humanity* So far 
as the first great movement was concerned in 
achieving this end, all was as well done as 
could be expected ; but the sun has oft rolled 
his annual course since then, and lime has 
unhappily proved lhat they were not only 
left alone in a condition of nominal freedom, 
but every walk of life inlo which they might 
have entered for their further improvement 
and advantage, was closed against them. In- 



J 8$ 



THE NATION' A I. IU:FOItMi:it. 



stead even of retaining them, with llicir own 
consent, in those occupations which were 
their allotment in the days of bondage, the 
door was thrown open to adventurers from 
other nations to seek a home in this "asylum 
for the oppressed." As fast as their places 

could he supplied by others, those whose 

chum fir si demanded attention and considera- 
tion were the first to be rejected. Thus 
were the people of color gradually driven 
from agriculture; until now, a colored farmer 
of any considerable note in these Atlantic 
Slates, is something of rare existence. 

Now, too, have the descendants of those 
who might have justly viewed the event of 
their emancipation as the presage of a hap- 
pier and nobler existence, learned, with ever 
attending humiliation, that the change of con- 
dition, though infinitely preferable, was but 
one step towards the enjoy menl of civil libcr- 
'lyand equality; and when they bad made 
that one step, they discovered that those who 
had suffered them to advance that far, had 
erected a 14 wall as high :is the Heavens," 
having its foundation in the opposite regions ; 
which, to this hour, we, as a peopled have 
never been able to pass. Nor is there aught 
that we can do, or bring within our power, 
that will be received as a legal tender to ena- 
ble us to surmount this barrier. We have 
tried morality, religion, education, wealth ! 
But no; these, singly or together, do not suf- 
fice to » pass the barrier," if, perchance, the 
" sun Uath looked upon him!" Those who 
would befriend us must come over to us, and 
be with us, and oftentimes suffer proscription 
even as we. Many have come over, and have 
endeavored by every moral device (and latter- 
ly have determined to try political,) to break 
through the formidable structure and secure to 
us a free passage; but, sad reflection! so far 
their efforts may be compared to the day's 
labor of a man with a pick-axe striving to 
make an aperture through the ,( rock of Gib- 
raller,' and finds, at sun-set, that he has scarce- 
ly eucceded in making a perceivable inden- 
ture. Even less effectual, if possible, than 
would be such a feat, have been the persever- 
ing and untiring exertions of our friends ; for 
whatever fragments the former might succeed 
in scaling away, would be certain to return 
no more to his annoyance : but for every 
stone which the latter may have succeeded in 
shaking, ten more have been piled thereon, 
rendering it still more firm than before. This, 
indeed, is cold comfort ! — this, truly, is a 
aorry picture! — but is it wholly, if at all, un- 
true? 

What, then is to bo done 7 What shall we 



doT It is answered, let us shake the dust 
from our feet and leave the country. We have 
been lanfiht by lime and experience 



that 



we 
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cannot here rise nhovc the condition of subor- 
dinates ami servitude ; and shall we be con- 
tent to submit still longer, "hoping without 
hope that such condition will be improved? 
In the face of all experience there is no ground 
for such hope. Let the truth bo told : while 
we remain here, unless by the special interpo- 
sition of Him, with whom nothing is impossi- 
ble, we musl remain as we are. Human 
nature is the same now as it always has been 
and ever will be— until the Millenium !— and 
the genms of 'our' government is peculiarly 
adapted to sustain and to cherish ninny of its 
vilest and most heinous dcvclopcments. We 
have no means for any important accomplish- 
ments, or of resistance to overpowering pre- 
judice, in our hands, but must be content to 

submit to the will of those who reign over 
us. 

This state of things must be apparent to 

a i ^' nd ° f every re(lmin g nan of color. 
And if, after dismissing all fanciful expneta- 

Lions, we see a mode of escape— a plan of re- 
(Icmption — shall we hesitate for a moment as 
to what we owe to ourselves and our posteri- 
ty in regard to it? Shall we still covet— still 
cling with a worse than grovelling tenacity to 
imbecility, mcnialily and contempt, which is 
all we can hope to inherit in this, the land of 
our nativity ? Callous insensibility to wrong 
and outrage may indeed whisper, 4 a little 
onger and so no doubt sighed the first 
hapless bondman whose lot was east upon 
this continent. 

In view of these facts I beg leave to recom- 
mend to every colored man who regards his 
own interests, and that of his offspring and 
his people, to give earnest attention to the in- 
ducements held out by the Council of Gov- 
ernment of Trinidad, for emigration to that 
colony. Let all read, examine, and judge for 
themselves.— They will have to labor, of 
course, when they get there ; but that labor is 
full of incentive and encouragement. There, 
men are estimated according to their merits, 
and as they merit, will be eligible to receive 
honorable rewards. And is there one among 
us whose bosom docs not yearn to dwell un- 
der such a government ? ( 

But, Mr. Editor, lest I should trespass upon 
your space and patience, I forbear more, and 
leave every reader to think for himself. 

J. Or. W. W. 

> Philadelphia, Sept. 27, 1850. 
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PRO-SLWKUY OUJIMJTJOjNS. 
One of the Blandard abjections of the pro- 
slavery North, lo the emancipation of Southern 
slaves is, that Llic nominally frco iStatcs will 
be overrun with a vagabond and useless popu- 
lation. The assertion is void of truth. No 
intelligent slave is willing lo take up his abode 
on the constitutional territory of the slave- 
holder. They have learned at home, that the 
kidnapper is abroad — that Pennsylvania and 
New York are the « man thief's" bunting 
ground. They pant to tread the soil of the 
free Canadas, or dig the rich carlh of Vic- 
toria's isles. Another is, that they can't amal- 
gamate with the whiles. But they do amal- 
gamate ? It is true, they seldom worship God 
under the same * € vine and fig tree*' together, 

or partake of the " holy ordinances" at the 
same board, or receive their education under 
the same roof, or form nuptial alliances. But 
ihese are virtues that are forbidden by pro- 
slavery religion, pro-slavery morals, and pro- 
slavery science. Rut they clo amalgamate? 
T|ie fact illumines every page of the record of 
crime. We are sorry that it is so, but we 
cannot help it. Look at the gaming table, the 
haunts of dissipation, the grog-shop, the ale- 
house, and o»r prisons, these all bear indubi- 
table evidence that the mixing process is still 
going on. But what says pro-slavery reli- 
gion to this ? Oli ! M nothing, only that they 
cannot be associated for the promotion of vir- 
luousobjecls." "God never intended that they 
should occupy the same platform with the 
white man, and the Bible says, * servants 
obey your masters, &c.' Now we need no 
better evidence, that pro-slavery religion is the 
spirit of the pit, than that we always find it 
arrayed against the promotion of virtue, jus- 
tice, love, order" and humanity. We therefore, 
call on every slaveholder lo emancipate his 
slaves, and avoid worse consequences. There 
is no danger but they will colonize themselves 
a sufficient distance from his tyrannical spirit, 
to secure their own happiness. The liberal 
policy of Great Britain is constantly inviting 
them to hor shores. The great contrast be- 
tween British, and American laws, has al- 
ready settled the question, whether there is 
more liberty enjoyed under a republic, than a 
limited monarchy. 



"I write injuries on dust — favors on mar- 
ble." 

Citizen Granville. 



JSxtruct from a letter to t/ir EiUtQU 
14 Dear f 'riiiid, — Itr'mg now confined to my 
room by aovnro indisposition. I avail myself 
of Uio opportunity which it nflbrda mc, to ad- 
dress you a few lines, informing yon first of 
&ll i ihnl I received a few COpie* of the Na- 
tional Reformer, by the hands of ray friend 
the Rev. John Watts; for which you will 
please accept my grateful thank?. I have pc- I 
rused them attentively, and lain much pleased 
with their contents. They do not onlv set 
forth truth* which arc powerful, and which 
must prevail ! — they do not only wnpc a de- 
fensive war against the assassins of liberty ; 
but are also carrying on an aggressive war 
with the kingdom of darkness, and against 
11 spiritual tyranny and wickedness in high 
places." I am proud to find you engaged in 
such a daring and noble enterprise. As one 
who feels deeply interested for the elevation 
of the long trodden down descendants of Af- 
rica, you have my fullest and fondest wishes 
for your abundant and final success. IJcliev- 
ing that the National Reformer will soon take 
(if she has not already taken) her place amongst 
those brilliant constellations of the North, 
which now, like the morning light, arc pour- 
ing floods of intelligence upon the world, 
which receive the contributions of some of. 
those mighty minds who are examining every 
principle of human science, and illuminating 
the dark places of tlic earth. There certainly 
is a great work for men of moral and intellec- 
tual abilities to do. Upon them rests Lhe ar- 
duous task and responsibility of enlightening 
the great mass. 

The five great cardinal virtues, or princi- 
ples, discussed in your paper, and by your 
Moral Reform Societies, viz., Industry, Edu- 
cation, Temperance, Economy, and Universal 
Libertyi arc under the blessings of God, lha 
great conservative of nations. It is these 
which rear up the lofty columns of national 
glory, and these alone can prevent them from 
crumbling into ashes. But oh ! how different 
the course which you recommend, frnmHhal 
which some, who occupy high stations in our 
churches, who, instead of using all diligence 
in carrying out those lofty themes, they are 
sitting down in quiet indifference wailing for 
the crisis of lhe nations lo be introduced, and 
vainly expecting that the succeeding events, 
over which we have no control, are destined 
to waft us, wave after wave, into Glial glory. 
It is no wonder then, that the wheels of moral 
and mental illumination are stayed, when the 
spirit by which they ought to go, has cither 
been taken away, or has never been tranfuscd 
into them," 
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AMISTAO CAPTIVES. 

We bespeak from our readers an atlcntivc 

perusal or ilic fallowing righteous decision of 

the court in the case of the unfortunate Afri- 
cans* 

From the New Haven Palladium: 
DECISION OP THE COURT. 

His Honor, JUDGE JUDSON, has kind- 
ly- permitted us to publish his very able Deci- 
sion, in the case of the Africans, from his own 
manuscript. 

District Coiiut of the U. S. ) 
DiRTRiCTOF Connecticut, Jan. 7, 1810. 3 

Thos. R. Gcdnnj and others, ~) 

vs. G Li 

The Schooner & Amis/ad. J> 

On the 26lh of August, 1839, Lieut- Ged- 
ney, commanding the brig Washington, of the 
U- S. Navy, seized and brought into the port 
of Now London, in this District, the schooner 
J/Auiislad, with a cargo of goods, and 49 
Africans, then claimed as slaves by Don Pedro 
Montez and Don Jose Ruiz, subjects of her 
Carbolic Majesty the Queen of Spain— the 
said Montez and Ruiz also being onboard the 
schooner. On the arrival of the schooner 
within this District, New London being the 
first port into liich the schooner was brought 
after her seizure, a libel was filed here by 
Lieut. Geilney, the ofliccrs and crew of the 
brig Washington, claiming salvage. 

At a special District Court, held on the 
19th of September, other libels wen: also 
filed in the following order: — 

That of Jose Ruiz, 

Thai of Pedro .Montez. 

That of Henry Green and Pclotiah Ford- 
ham. 

A libel in behalf of the United Stales by 
the District Attorney — first, claiming that the 
vessel, cargo and slaves be restored, to the 
owners, being Spanish subjects — and, second- 
ly, demanding thai the negroes be delivered 
Up to ,thc President to be transported to 
Africa. 

That of the Spanish Consul claiming Anto- 



nio. 

And on the lOih day of November another 
libel was also tiled, by the District Attorney, 
in favor of the United States, alleging that 
the Spanish Minister had, in pursuance of the 
treaty between the United Slates and Spain, 
demanded of the government of the United 
Stales, the restoration of the schooner L'Amis- 
tad, her cargo, and the slaves on board for 
the owners thereof, being subjects of Spain. 

The ordinary process of attachment issued, 



and the schooner, good*, and Africans so al- 
leged 16 be slaves were taken into custody by 
the Marshal of this District, for adjudication 
upon lIicrc various libels and claims. 

At the Dislrict Court in November, a part 
of these Africans, by their counsel filed a 
plea to the jurisdiction of this Court, alleging 
that tliey were horn in Africa ; that they were 
free ; and that they were seized within the 
territorial jurisdiction of the Slate of New 
York, claiming to be sei aL liberty. 

This plea is now withdrawn, and an an- 
swer is filed alleging, substantially, as fol- 
lows : — That Oinquez, Banna 1st., Damma, 
Fawni 1st., Phumah, Connoma, Chnday, 
Bunnah 2d., Baal), Ccbba, Pooma, Kimbo-, 
Pceah, Bangyab, Saab, Coelcc, Parte, Moin, 
Nahquoi, Quato, Jesse, Con, Fawni 2d., 
Ivcnna, Laamamee, Pajana, Jcbboy, Faugua- 
nah, Bewno, Fawnu, Cherlicnafl, Gnbbo, 
Curro, Seme, Kenc, JUajcra, are all Africans, 
entitled to their freedom; that the said schoon- 
er was at anchor near Culloden Point, within 
the territorial jurisdiction of the Stale of New 
\ ork, and that pari of said Africans, as named 
in said plea and answer, were on shore 011 
Long Island, within the jurisdictional limits 
of the .State of New York ; whereupon tbey 
say that this Court hath no jurisdiction over 
their persons, and pray to be discharged. 

Lieut Gedneynow appears and pursues his 
claim for salvage. Henry Green and Mr. 
Ford ham appear and pursue their claim for 
salvage. The Dislrict Attorney of Connecti- 
cut pursues the libels fded by him in behalf 
of the government of the United States, and 
in behalf Of the Minister of Spain, for a restora- 
tion of the ship, cargo and slaves, under the 
treaty between Spain and the United States. 

In the discussion of ibis case have been in- 
volved numerous questions, of great import- 
ance, requiring, as we have seen, industrious 
examination and patient deliberation. It lias 
been my endeavor to afford ample time for 
this investigation ; and the ability with which 
these questions have been discussed al the bar, 
must satisfy all, that every thing which talent 
and learning could accomplish, has been done. 

It devolves upon tho Court to dispose of 
these various and complicated questions, in 
such manner as will seem to be demanded by 
the laws of the land; and of this the responsi- 
bility rests 011 me. That responsibility will 
be met, and when discharged according to the 
dictates of my own conscience, I shall be re- 
lieved from its further perplexities. 

It will be a satisfaction, while doing this, 
that wither parly or claimant can be preju- 
diced by my determination! because the law 
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secures an appcui to the highest tribunal in 
this country, where my decision may be both 
reviewed, and, if wrong, corrected. 

It is then of liiilc importance totlie persons 
in interest, what may be the determination of 
this Court, for a case like this will not and 
should not rest upon a single trial, without re- 
view before the Supreme Court, in whose de- 
cision all Would be satisfied. 

The case is not only important to those im- 
mediately interested, but there arc involved 
principles important to the nation and the world, 
fa few months have elapsed since this cause 



has been pending, it has been owing lo cir- 



uimsiances beyond my control, but this surely 
lias produced no inconvenience or suffering lo 
those in custody. They have all been hu- 
manely treated ; liberally fed and clothed by 
the government, into whose hands they have 
been providentially cast, Whatever may be 
the final result of this case, so far, it may be 
/safely said that no one step has been taken 
which could have been avoided. 

I do not say that it is my wish to escape 
the responsibilities which devolve upon me, 
neither would it be just to myself to say that 
I have not been deeply anxious to investigate 
this case anu decide it according lo its true 
merits. 

The first question, to which my attention 
is called, is that of jurisdiction. Although 
the first plea has been withdrawn, yet the al- 
legations in the present answer require an ex- 
amination of the evidence with that view. If 
indeed the evidence does not show a case, of 
which the Court has cognizance by law, it 
will be my duty still to dismiss it. In point 
of fact where was the Amistid seized ? It 
Will bo recollected that at a former District 
Court, the Attorney for the United States was 
directed to examine this place, in company 
with the counsel on the other side; this has 
been done, and on a careful examination of 
the evidence, I rind, as a matter of fact, that 
the schooner lay in three and a half fathoms 
of water, where the tide ebbs and flows, not 
less than half a mile from the shore, o(T Cul- 
*en Point, five or six miles from Montauk; 
25 miles from Sag Harbor; 18 miles 
iVew London,— not in any known bar- 
nay, river or port. ' 
i'he jurisdiction of the District (Jourt is 
fiolly regulated by a statute. By the laws 
.f Congress, each District Court has exclusive 
jurisdiction over all seizures made within that 
District. A vessel seized in one District, 
cannot be carried into another for adjudica- 
tion. Another branch of the statute provides 
thai where the seizure is made, on the high 
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water and provisions for the continuance oijj 



seas, the vessel seized may by r.arrie<l into 
any District in the United .States, and must 
be tried where first carried in. 

"Was the Sch. L'Amistad seized on the 
high scan? The answer to the question de- 
pends on the legal signification of the term 
high seas, as used in the Judiciary act of 
1789. Here I have no new path lo mark out 
for others, but only to adopt the language of 
learned jurists who have gone before me, and 
yield my assent to determinations already 
made. To the former I can listen wiih re- 
aped, but lo the latter I am bound to yield 
obedience, as to the settled law of the land. 

Perhaps a more conclusive argument can* 
not be found, than that of Mr. Webster, be- 
fore the Supreme Court, in the case of the IT. 
Slates vs. Bevins, (3 Whea. 33(5.) This is 
the language: "The common and obvious 
meaning of the expression high seas, is also 
the true legal meaning. The expression de- 
scribes the open ocean, where the dominion 
of the winds and the waves prevail, without 
check or control. Ports and havens, on the 
contrary, are places of refuge, in which pro- 
tection and shelter are sought, from this turbu- 
lent dominion, within the inclosures and pro- 
jections of the land. The high seas, and 
havens, instead of being of similar import, . 
are always terms of opposition. — The high 
seas imports the nninclosed and open ocean, 
without \he fauces tcrrae. Ports and havens 
are not parts of the high seas, they are with- 
in the bodies of counties." 

This lucid exposition of the term high 
seas, accords with all the learned commenta- 
tors, ancient and modern. It may be aflded, 
that the place must be where the tide ebbs 
and flows, and ttie high seas extends to low 
water mark ; but does not extend to harbors, 
ports, or rivers. 

In this case the seizure was not made in 
any harbor, port, bay or river. There is 
scarcely an indentation on the coast between 
Montauk and Culloden point. Had this 
schooner been seized within a port or harbor 
like Sag Harbor— Black Rock— Gardner's 
Bay, the aspect of the case would have been 
changed. But this was in fact made many 
miles from any known port or harbor. The 
place of seizure was therefore on the open 
ocean M where the dominion of the winds 
and waves prevail without check or control." 
That it was near Montauk — that it was less 
than one mile from the shore, does not vary 
the legal result. 

The well known position of Montauk adds 
conclusiveness lo the argument. We all un- 
derstood from childhood, that Montauk is a 
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point of bad projecting into tho aca. The 
Waters of tho open ocean have been beating 
there for ages past, and must continue <luri 
a" 
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tunc to come, Tito waves of tho Atlantic 
in constant succession over the spot where 



the L Amtfitad lay when seized by the Wash- 



ington. 



This proposition docs not rest on mere 
argument, ft nan the sanction of high judi- 
cal authority. Judge Story, eminent here 
and elsewhere as a jurist, puts an end to all 
doubt or cavil, and compels me lo hold cogni- 
zance of this ea9e. The Sloop Mfnj, (1st of 
Mason, SCO,) was determined by the Circuit 
Court in tho 1st Circuit, and from that case I 
quote the opinion of Judge Story, as follows: 
" I agree (says the learned Judge,) that the 
Court below had no cognizance of the cause, 
if the seizure, on which the libel was founded, 
was in the port of Portland, for the judiciary 
act of 1789, eh. 20. s. 9, gives exclusive 
jurisdiction of all seizures made within any 
district, to the District Court of such district. 
Concurrent jurisdiction in the District Court 
only,, where the seizure is made on the high 
seas. But f e objection here fails in point 
of fact, m The seizure (nf the Abby) was 
first made about 5 miles oil Cape Elizabeth, 
and was therefore on the high seas, since all 
waters below the line of low water mark, on 
the sea coast, are comprehended within that 
description ; and where the tide Hows, the 
waters to high water mark, are also properly 
the high seas. 11 

Will it be seriously urged, that because the 
L'Amistad had passed Mootaak light, that 
she was not on the high seas ? Suppose she 
had actually been 25 miles further the N. XV . 
in I/ong Island Sound — with Long Island on 
the S., Connecticut on the N M Gardner's Is- 
land, Fisher's Island, Plumb Island and Rock 
Island to the East, would she nave been, even 
then, within the body of any County ? For 
all purposes of Admiralty any part of Long 
Island 'Sound is to he considered high srjts. 
In the case of the Elizabeth, 1st Paine'a Rep. 
page 10, it was held U_ that Long Island 
Sound docs not belong to either Connecticut 
or New York, nor to any District in either of 
those States." 

It has been urged as a mailer of law, that 
the Africans 00 shore at the lime the vessel 
was seized cannot be subject to the admiralty 
power of the Connecticut District, nor any 
other admiralty jurisdiction. The only reply 
which reed be given to this claim, is, that 
those onshore were there for a specific and a 
temporary object, to furnish the vessel with 
water and provisions for th* continuance of 



their voyage lo Sierra Leone. They were 
still attached to the schooner, in the until o 
manner as those who continued on board.— 
I ho case seems not to require any distinction 
ol this sort, ami none can be recognised. 

191 Kent, 370. Iflhc admiralty hn* cor- 
nizance of the principal thing:, it has also of 
the incident, though that incident would r.ot, 
of itself, and if it stood for a principal thing, 
be within the admiralty jurisdiction. (3 mark- 
stone, 108 — 1 Coin. Dig. 590, Title V, (V) 

Surely, then, the waters upon either side of 
Montauk cannot bo deemed within the ex- 
clusive jurisdiction of the District Court of 
New York. Whether she was within the 
territorial jurisdiction, in another sense, is 
not important to this question. The question 
is, was she within the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the District Court of that slate 1 She was 
not. To say otherwise, would be a perver- 
sion of the plain provisions of the Act of 
Congress, and an utter defiance of all authori- 
ty. This cannot bo done. It is the busineaj 
of this Court to pronounce what the law is. 
These principles being settled, and applied to 
the facts of this case, the consequence follows, 
that the seizure of the L'Amisiad was made 
on the High Seas, and having been first 
brought into lhe District of Connecticut, the 
jurisdiction ot this Court attaches lo lhe whole 
subject mailer. 

This opinion does not conflict with the 
opinion of the Circuit Court, as pronounced 
in September last. I refer now to that pirt 
of the case winch was before the Grand Jury, 
relating to tho murder of Capt. Ferrer. That 
case, turned upon the national character of the 
vessel- The L'Amistad was owned by a 
Spanish subject — sho sailed under a Spanish 
flag — wad commanded by a subject of the 
Queen of Spain — and the homicide was com- 
mitted by Africans, on board this foreign ves- 
sel. No Court in the United Slates could 
hold jurisdiction of that case. The laws of 
Spain alone could reach the act. In tho ad- 
ministration of criminal law, lhe offence must 
be punished where committed. It is an uni- 
versal rule. 

A crime committed in England, car 
tried here. 

A crime committed in one state, is in. 
fence against the laws of another state. 

A crime committed in one county, cann 
be tried in another county. 

Had this schooner been an American ves- 
sel, the Court would have held cognizanco of 
that case. 

Having thus disposed of the question of 
jurisdiction, I proceed to the consideration of 
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ihc merits of the case. The libel of Thomas 
H. Gedncy and others is properly filed here. 

AVc approach now the merits of the case, 
and ihc facta involved may be mated in few 
words ; and about these facts there is little 
diversity of thought. A Spanish vessel own- 
ed in Cuba, proceeded from thence to the 
coast of Africa, and having procured a cargo 
of naiive Africans, returned and landed them 
near Havana, where tlicy were put into a 
slave mart for sale. Within fifteen days from 
the time of landing, Jose Ruiz and Pedro 
Montez. subjects of the Queen of Spain, and 
rcsidemsof liuannja, in the Province of Puerto 
Principee, on the Island of Cuba, being al 
Havana, purchased fifty four of these Africans. 
The schooner L'Amisstad, then lying in the 
port of Havana, possessing rightfully the na- 
tional character of a Spanish vessel, owned 
and commanded by one Raymond Ferrer, 
master, and regularly and lawfully licensed in 
the coasting irade, between the porls of 
Havana and Guanaja, and being laden with 
Spanish goods for the latter port, the said 
Ruiz nnd iMonlez put on board thereof the 
said fifiy-fou r Africans, with permits from the 
Governor of the Island of' Cuba, to be trans- 
ported as freight to the said port of Guanaja ; 
and the said Kuiz and Montez took passage in 
said scMnner. All grounds of suspicion that 
the L'Amislad had been any wise connected 
with the original importation of these Afri- 
cans, is wholly excluded from the case. 

Three days from Havana, the negroes rose 
upon the vessel and killed the master and 
cook, and by force look command, and after 
being sixty-three days upon the ocean, she 
came into the waters of the United Stales, in 
a condition perilous to the vessel and the lives 
of Ruiz and Montez and all others on board. 
Being found as heretofore staled, the schoon- 
er and all belonging to her was seized by the 
brig Washington, and from thence was first 
brought into ihc port of New London, with- 
in the district of Connecticut; and the 
schooner, cargo, and Africans now claimed 
as slaves, are here libelled for salvage, by 
Lieut. Gedney, <fcc. 

Having stated these various claims, and 
the circumstances of the seizure, I will now 
proceed to the consideration of each claim, 
somewhat in the order in which they stand 
upon ihe record. 

1. The claim of the oflicers of the brig 
Washington. 

In considering and disposing of this claim, 
it may not be improper to divide it into two 
purtn. 

1st. The vessel and goods. 



2d. The Africans alleged to have been the 
slaves of Messrs. RutS and Montez. 

1st. The claims to salvage for the vessel 
mi goods, standi upon ground, almost be- 
yond qiiestl0n< The services rendered by 
Lieut. Gcducy were Dot ©illy meritorious, bat 
highly praiseworthy. Thoy were such, as 
would entitle the seizor to his proper allow- 
ance. The vessel was at the mercy of the 
winds and waves. She was in the possession 
and under the command of those negroes, who 
were utterly ignorantof the science of navi» 
galion — without law or ordi>r — without com* 
mission or any lawful authority, guided a(one 
by their ipnorance or caprice — just on the 
point of sailing for die coast of Africa, and 
yet without the possibility of conducting the ' 
vessel in safety for a single day. 

The seizure under such circumstances, was 
meritorious, and will entitle the seizors to ail 
adequate compensation* unless something 
shall be found in the case, to ousl them ofltlii 
right. In opposition lo this claim, Pedro 
Montez and Jose Ruiz, allege that they, each 
of them, own a pari of these goods, and the 
Minister of her Catholic Majesty in behalf of 
the owners of ihc schooner and die residue of 
the goods on board, alleges that the whole 
were owned by subjects of the Queen of Spain , 
and that under the Treaty, between Spain and 
the U. Slates, a restoration, entire, should bo 
decreed. 

Here it may be remarked thai Montez and 
Ruiz have ceased to prosecute their claims in 
person, and the Spanish Minister comes in 
the name of his government, basing himself 
on the treaty of 179"), for them and in their 
stead, claims the restoration entire of the ves- 
sel, the cargo and slaves. There are two ar* 
tides in the Treaty of 1795, which have some 
bearing on this question. 

The 8th Art. "Incase lite subjects and 



inhabitants of either party, with their ship- 
ping, whether public and of war, or private 
and of merchants, be forced through stress of 
weather, pursuit of pirates or enemies, or any 
other urgent necessity) for taking of shelter 
and harbor, to retreat and enter into any of 
the rivers, bays, roads, or poris, belonging to 
the other party, they shall be received and 
treated willi all humanity and enjoy all favor, 
protection and help, and they shall be permit- 
ted to refresh, unit provide themselves at ran* 
sonablc rules* with victuals and all things 
needful, for the subsistence of their persona, 
or reparation of their ships, and prosecution 
of their voyage; and they shall noways be 
hindered from returning out of the said ports 
or road*, but may remove and depart, when 
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ond whither they plcnye, without any let or 
hindrance." 

6th Art. "Each party shall endeavor, by 
all means in their power, to protect and de- 
fend all vessels, and other effects belonging 
to the citizens or subjects of the other, which 
shall be within the extent of their jurisdiction 
by sea or by land, and shall use all their ef- 
forts to recover and cause to be restored to 
the right owners, their vessels and effects, 
which may have been taken from them, with- 
in the extent, of their said jurisdiction, whe- 
ther they are at war or not with the power 
whose subjects have taken possession of said 
effects." 

A treaty is binding upon the two nations 
making it, ami the same becomes a part of the 
laws of each country. It is to be expounded 
by the same rules of construction as are ap- 
plied to other laws; nnd it becomes the duty 
of the Judicial department, as well as the Ex- 
ecutive of each country, to carry them into ef- 
fect. The fair and liberal construction of 
these two articles must be applied to the 
Schooner L'Amislad and the goods, for those 
arc the effects of the subjects of Spain. And 
by effects, I understand their lawful property. 

It was the duty of Lieut. Gedncy, by nil 
means in his power, to protect and defend this 
vessel, and use all his efforts to recover and 
cause to be restored to their rightful owners, 
the schooner and her effects, because by an 
urgent necessity, provided for in the 8th Ar- 
ticle, she had taken shelter in our waters, and 
now, at reasonable rates, this vessel and her 
effects must be restored to their rightful 
Owners. 

But it cannot be supposed, that in case of a 
demand for a restoration a Mend construction 
should be given to this treaty.' Suppose the 
hull of a vessel coming in like this has been 
so far damaged, that without immediate re- 
pairs she could not be kept above water, and 
these repairs were made, cannot the material 
men (as they are called) libel the vessel in a 
Court of Admiralty here and recover these re- 
pairs? Certainly. It must be, as the treaty 
provides, ,( at a reasonable rate." So in this 
case, the services in saving of this vessel must 
be compensated, 14 at a reasonable rate." 
The manner of doing Lhis will be shown here- 
after. 

It results then, that the seizors aro entitled 
to Balvage. This lien is placed upon the ves- 
sel and her effects by the lava of all nations. 
It is founded on tho broad principles of jus- 



trcaly. The decree will be, that the schooner 
and her effects bo delivered up to the Spani-U 
government, upon the pnyment, at a reason- 
able rate, for the services in saving this pro- 
perty from entire loss. 

An appraisement will be ordered, and one- 
third of that amount and cost will ho deemed 
just and reasonable. 

2d. The next question is, can salvage be al- 
lowed upon the slaves ? 

There are insuperable objections to thin 
portion of the claim. There is no foundation 
here laid for a decree in personam. The de- 
cree, if at all, must operate in rem. That is. 
the salvage must be considered as a lien upon 
the slaves themselves, and the amount to bp 
decreed must be raised out of them, as out of 
other property. 

Here then 1 find this claim hedged about by 
fixed and known laws over which it would be 
impossible for me to lenp. I have heretofore 
decided, in the very outset of this case, that 
these alleged slaves cannot be sold. There is 
no law of the U. States or of the State of Con- 
necticut by which title can bo given to them 
under any decree of tho Court. I am still 
confirmed in thai opinion. Il is impossible ! 
Can a decree be predicated upon a supposed 
valuation to be ascertained by an appraisal? 
There is no authority in this court to cause 
such an appraisal. Who can appoint these 
appraisers ? Who can administer to them an 
oath I And above all, by what rule could their 
estimate be formed ? 

Arc they to be estimated by their value in 
the District of Connecticut? That is not one 
cent. The laws which I am bound to admin- 
ister can recognise no value in them. Can 
tho appraisers travel into other States or 
countries to seek their value? Surely not. 
If a decree should be made, il would be whol- 
ly nugatory, inoperative and void. This tho 
Court is never called upon to do. When h 
decree is made, it always presupposes that 
the Court making it, possesses the power of 
enforcing il. This part of the claim, therefore, 
will he passed over. 

Next comes the libel of Ureen and Ford- 
ham. This claim is rested upon the idea that 
they had taken possession cf this vessel. The 
facts proved, will not sustain this claim. It 
appears in evidence, that these claimants 
found part of tho Africans on shore, getting 
water and provisions. They traded with them 
and sold them two dogs, for a doubloon each, 
and then agreed to be there the next morning 



tice acknowledged by all, and the treaty stipu- and take the vessel to their place. This was 
latum is entered into, with this lien, which the understanding of Capt. Green, but a* the 
«an not be considered as inconsistent with the [evidence now appears, it was not the under- 
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standing of the negroes. Their hearts were 
sei on Sierra Ijcouc, and nothing short of soil- 
ing towards tho sun, would acrvc their pur- 
pose. They had killed the captain and cook, 
lo £0 to Sierra Leone. They had periled 
their own lives for Sierra Leone, and eiiJl 
Sierra Lirono was on iho lips of Jingua, I 
think the action* of the while men on the 
beach, evinced that they so understood this 
determination at the time. Otherwise they 
would not have had occasion to whistle off 
their tlogtft, when they had received for them 
the doubloons in hand. The result of tlin 
best examination which I have been able to 
bestow on this part of the case, is, thai the 
libels of Messrs. Green and Fordham be dis- 
missed. 

The two great questions still remain lo be 
settled. Shall these Africans, by a decree of 
this Court, be delivered over to the Govern- 
ment of Spain, upon the demand of her Mi- 
nuter as the property of Don Pedro Moniez 
and Don Jose Ruiz ? But if not, what ulti- 
mate disposition shall the Government of the 
United Slates make of ihem f 

The other questions, in importance, can- 
not be compared with these. Here we, have 
ller Majesty the Queen of Spain to her resi- 
dent Minister, al the Court of the United 
Slates, unequivocally demanding for her sub- 
jects these Africans, as their property, in the 
fulfilment, as he says, of treaty stipulations, 
solemnly entered into by .this nation. These 
Africans come in person, as our law permits 
them lo do, denying this right. They 6ay 
that they are not the slaves of Spanish sub- 
jects — and are not amenable to Spanish laws. 
We have also, the humanity of our own laws, 
ready lo embrace them, provided we are not 
compelled by these treaty stipulations lo deli- 
ver them up. 

Upon the first of these? questions, all ab- 
sorbing as it is, I am called upon to pronounce 
an opinion. And what I have now to say ap- 
plies to Jingua and others, who have filed their 
answer to ihe claim, on record, not including 
Antonio- 
Shall these Africans be decreed to the Span- 
ish Government? 

What is the object of thedemand made upon 
ihe President by the Spanish Minister? Not 
lo have them transported to Cuba for punish- 
ment, but because ihey are the property of 
Spanish subjects — their effects, or merchan- 
dize which necessarily must be part of my de- 
cree, and upon which it must be based. 

These ate the facts that I find proved in 
this case. 

In Cuba there ore three classes of negroes, 



well known anil distinguished: Creoles who 
were horn within the Spanish dominion ; La- 
rlinos, who have been long domiciliated on 
the island, or sufficiently so, that the laws of 
Spain operate upon them — or in oilier word*, 
embracing those who owe Spain their sllrgi* 

mice; ind Insily, lhinh % imbruing all moll 

as have but recently been imported from Af- 
rica. 

The negroes now in question were all born 
in Africa — they were imported to Cuba by 
the slave traffic, about which Monte z and Ituix 
had nothing to do — they were put into a ha- 
racoon near Havana, and after remaining there 
not exceeding 15 days, MotftGZ and Ruiz 
brought them to the schooner Atnistad as their 
slave?, and put them on board for Guanaja. 
Consequently, 1 find these negroes to be tto- 
zals ; they were so at the time of the ship- 
ment. 

The demand of the Spanish government, ii, 
for these Nazals to be restored lo them, that 
Moniez and Ruiz may have them as their pro- 
perty. To justify this demand, and require 
this government to restore them under the 
treaty, these negroes must not only be pro- 
perty, but Spanish subjects must have a title 
to that properly. In other words Spanish 
subjects must own them — must come lawfully 
by them — they must have lawful right to hold 
them as their own. Suppose a slave should 
be demanded of us, by the Portuguese go- 
vernment, and it should appear in evidenco 
that the slave in fact belonged to a citizen of 
South Carolina, we could not give him up to 
Portugal. Although he may be a slave, the 
Portuguese have no title in him. They can- 
not demand, nor we snrreuder. The right of 
demand and the necessity of surrender reals 
on the title to ihe property. Property and tU 
tle both are to be made out. 

In all cases where property and title arc 
proved to be in Spanish subjects, the trealy 
is imperative, and at all hazard* it must be 
surrendered. The obligations are solemn, 
and war might be the consequence ofa breach 
of ibis duty on our part. I gel up lo ihe let- 
ter and spirit of the treaty both, but I do not 
step over it, merely because the demand is 
made by a high contracting power. The de- 
mand must be lawful. The Minister has de- 
manded the schooner, and suppose in point of 
fact it should turn out that the schooner be- 
longed to a subject of France, instead of Spain, 
can we deliver it to Spain? Surely not. How 
stands the case here. The government of 
Spain demand of us, under their treaty, n re- 
storation of these negroes, and wc ask them 
for their titlu It is « very well settled prin- 
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ciple, here and elsewhere, that ihe party de- 
manding restoration, must show his liite — 
The onus prohandi lies oti him. Aware of 
this rule of the law, the Spanish claimants 
send to mc their evidence or title. And what 
is that document. A. deed — a bill of sale — a 
transfer f No. li is a permit — a license — a 
pass — signed by the Governor General of 
Cuba for Don Pedro Monicz and Don Jose 
lvuiz Ui transport \ /Milinos to Guannja, and 
this is all! This embraces ihe whole evi- 
<lence of property anil title both. In point of 
fact, they arc not Lftdinos* They might be 
lawfully sold and carried to Gnanajn. These 
^ negroes are Bozula and not Ludinos* Here 
then is the point — the point upon which this 
great controversy must turn ! ' 

To show chut it is .so, I shall bo obliged to 
recur to the |ft\vs of Spain, us the sumo are 
here proved, because those laws make a pari 
of the case itself. They are to be proved in 
the courts of the United States as matters of 
fact. This i .sbecn done on this inquiry, and 
this Court is just ns competent to judge of the 
effect of a foreign law, when thus proved, as 
of a law of the United States. 

1 find then as a matter of fact, that in the 
month of June, 1839, the law of Spain did pro- 
hibit under severe penalty the importation into 
Cuba of negroes from Africa. These negroes 
were imported in violation of that law, and be 
it remembered, that by the same law of Spain, 
such imported negroes are declared to be free 
in Spain. This accounts for the declaration 
of the Spanish Consul, " that if these negroes 
should ho returned to Cuba, some of the lead- 
ers might be punished, but none of them could 
be made slaves." This declaration is in exact 
conformity with the law of Spain, so far as the 
matter of slavery is concerned. They could 
not be free slaves there, because the law de- 
clares them free. They were Bozals, nnd not 
slaves. This declaration is from n govern- 
ment functionary of Spain. — Why then should 
the law be doubted by mo? I do not doubt it. 
I do expressly find it to hesuch. If there has 
been any doubt, as to what the law of Spain 
is, I ask, would not the Spanish Minister resi- 
dent at Washington, have communicated the 
law to this government, so that it might have 

been sent here! 

We arc bound to believe, that the Minister 

of every foreign country, brings with him the 
laws of his sovereign, and is able, on the short- 
est notice, to make those laws known to us, 
when questions may arise. Between nations, 
it is not required that every matter of form 
should be strictly complied with. In the in- 
fercoursc of friendly nations, the substance is 
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all that is required. Why has not the Span* 
ish Minister told us that a law exists, by which 
Bozat negroes are slaves in Cuba 1 Why has 
no not sent us that law, with his claim ! Am- 
ple time has been afforded. Ho knows that 
the burthen of proof lies with him, and still 
withholds the law, if it docs exist ! Mow ran 
he expect an American Court to decree thai 
these negroes are property, while he omits to 
produce the evidence which makes them such. 
In reply it may be said they were in posses- 
sion of Spanish subjects. But possession is 
only one indicium of property, and that has 
been rebutted by Ihc proof that these arc Bo- 
z&l negroes, nnd cannot he made property, by 
any machinery of sale, or transportation. 

This brings mo to the question of title in 
Monies and Ruiz, who now claim them through 
their government, — though they do not come 
into Court, in person, yet they do come in the 
majesty of their Sovereign. They need not 
come in person, and if they do, they may stand 
aside and put forward the shield of regal au- 
thority, as they do in tikis case. But this es- 
tablishes no title to property. Suppose 1 ad- 
mit that slaves are property, yet Montez and 
Ruiz must possess tho title in themselves. 
They have furnished no proof of payment, — 
they have shown no bill of sale, — no witness 
lias sworn that he was present when these ne- 
groes were sold. They have not shown us 
from whom they derive their title. It is the 
naked possession on which they rely. When 
the right is disputed this is not enough- 
Suppose a gentleman in Mississippi hires a , 
slave of his neighbor for one year, as n travel- 
ling servant, and while in Kentucky sells 
him 7 Ho had ihe possession loo, but he con- 
veys no title, for it is the law of every country, ' 
in the civilized world, that a man must have 
title before he can grant it to another. Were 
a gentleman of N. Haven to rent mc his house 
and give mc the, possession, nnd another per- 
son from Havana should come here and take 
Q deed of that house from me, he would gain no- 
thing by the grant, lor the simple reason I had 
no right to grant. This is so plain that the 
feeblest intellect cannot hut see it. 

How does the Spanish Minister fill up this 
chasm in the evidence? how does he link to- 
gether this chain of title? By nothing else, 
except tho Governor General's Passo t and 
this has before been commented upon. Now 
that official document is to servo the double 
purpose of proving property and title both : 
nnd yet when we look on it again, and apply 
to it our judicial test, if the expression may be 
allowed, we find that instrument still is for 
Ludina8 t and not Boxals, It contains on its 
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foco, an untmth. ■ Tim Governor General iiasTslnvery ! ilegrmiinVVliu n.-ver. 
not given mm lor these negroes ! and, con- 1 no, never legalise the arrfoin. 
sequcmly those £»*afo stand da the deck of Shall these Bazah he given up under Iho 

treaty 1 And if so, for what purpose? To 
have 
are 



tho l/Aniistn'l without any pau0 whatever. 

Why did il'oy not ascertain that these ne- 
groes wore llozals ? This has been the Kourec 

or all their complicated suilorings, the talc of 
which will make the stoniest heart bleed I 
Why dill they not nscerlnin that the law of 
Spain had declared Iheso objects of their pur- 
ehaso not slaves ? The secret is told in a 
won!. In Cubtt it is the eusiom to buy such 
nrrrroes.nnd ship themns Ladinos or Crooks; 
and there respectable men hnvo grown up un- 
dor the in(ludivec,6f this eastern ; tins practice 
against law, Tho subjects of a foreign govern- 
ment wo presumed, however, to know what 
their own laws arc, and when broken, they 
cannot come hero and ask us to invade the 
rights others, in justification of the breach 
of their own laws. This would not be done 
,evcn there. Hence the Spanish Consul says 
this mode of « bonajider selling is carried 
on without notice from the local authorities. 
Not that the act is lawful, in itself, but only 
because the act is passed over. There is 
wealth and power on one side, and ignorance 
and weakness on the other. The law is the 
same there as I pronounce it here. That it is 
not well executed, is no evidence that the law 
docs not exist. Let a case be presented to the 
Courts in Spain, and the proof be made as it is 
here ; and the result must inevitably be the 
same. 

This may be too obvious to require illustra- 
tion. No ono can set up, in a court of justice, 
an illegal custom against positive law. One 
prime requisite of a custom is, that it should 
be lawful. The Press.Gang system in Eng- 
land is against positive law. 'Every British 
subject, by law, is secured in his liberty. It is 
their boast; yet when the minister wants a 
thousand men for the navy, the Press-gang is 
put in motion. They seize and confine men, 
and tear them away from their wives and chil- 
dren by force, and put them into servitude 
against their wilt! Oppress and confine ! And 
who will not say that these Prcsx-gangs arc 
actually paid by British gold, for their illegal 
depredations upon the sanctuary of home and 
liberty ; and that too, di reedy or indirectly, 
from the treasury of the nation ? It Is a cus- 
tom, and has been for one hundred years, and 
yet, will any one claim that it is legal 1 Let 
the " King's Bench" pass upon this question, 
and it will be adjudged ugainst law. It may 
be winked at in Parliament, and stifled in pub- 
lic opinion, while their emissaries aro sent 
hero to teach us what liberty is, yet that is 



kivc the miction tried there, whether thoy 
ire slaves by the laws of Spain ! I The Span- 
sh law declares they are not slaves; it won'-' 
be utterly usHoss, then, to send them b" 
(.aba. It would only he a work of su* 
gallon. If by rtetf own lnw«, they en 
.slave them, then it follows of nocc 
cannot be demanded. Wheji these 
known by tho Spanish Minister, ho 
discover, that the subjects of his Ql 
acquired no rights in these men — they arc not # 
lb$ property of Spaiii. Hia demand must he- 
withdrawn. The very essence of his demand 
consists in the supposed Spanish right of pro- 
perty in the thing demanded. That being re- f 
moved, by his own law there c«ui~ii6 J Vn>«;«7I~' 
be cause of complaint. 

At all events, this cannot he expected at my 
hands, because the Supreme Court have al- 
ways refused to surrender property, unless 
there was proof of title in the claimant*. 
The same rule applies equally to foreign nnd 
domestic claimants. Title niust bo shown in 
the property claimed, a* belonging to tho 
claimant, or it cannot be surrendered. The 
positions I have laid down here, are fully recog- 
nised in the Antelope, 10 Wheaton GG. The 
argument of tho Attorney General in tha tease, 
sanctioned as it is by the aide opinion of tho 
Chief Justice, affords me full confidence that I 
am right 

The strongest case which can possibly ho 
adduced for the surrender, is the La Jeune 
Eugenic in the 2<\ of Mason. There a French 
ship, engaged in the slave-trade, was brought 
into the Massachusetts District nnd libeled. 
The French Minister made a demand of the 
vessel, and she was surrendered by Judge 
Story. But in that case the property was ad- 
mitted to be in French citizens. They, them- 
selves, were claimants against their own go- 
vernment, nnd both sides agreed that it was 
French property, Tho Judge did right in sur- 
rendering it. But there is a great distinction 
between the two cases. Here the right of 
property is not only tho principnl contest, but 
I find clearly that tho right of property is not 
in any Spanish subject whatever. Tho cases 
then arc dissimilar in principle. Had this 
case, an in that, found the right of property in 
the claimant? I should havo gono the whole 
length and breadth of that decision, und re- • 
stored the property. 

This case is ample authority to that extent: 
and to show that I abide by tho treaty, and 
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time :uithurity, I take another branch -.i J 



mh into 



hi 




case. AnWhio is detriabded, rind fch« iHtiufJ llio me^ns. nurl almiily kiprewo Court 
i com him is, I hat In; im n Creole — horn, on ho | Iiavo, in tlitjif pttifbuiidottl u-ivhmu givmi « 
believe, in Spate ; he if rtj.nl the limb life 
master wns murdered by .lingua, n slave, no 
r^cogniaot] ntui known by llu; luwa of Snuin, 



*US ; property iti him, was in K.tyman Ferrer, 
lish subject, at the time of his death on 
ijio Kchooncr, nnd now is in his legal 
'Hero is both property and right of 
"n Spanish subjects. I shall decree 
on Of this Slave, under the treaty of 
>r this likewise, I find authority in 
j adjudged by the Supreme Court, 
from winch I have neither power nor inclina- 
tion to depart. 

Tfte question remains: What disposition- 
shall be made of these negroes by the govern- 
ment of the United States? 
-■•There is a iaw of Congress, passed the -3d of 
ft^rch, 1810, which renders it essential that all 
such Africans as these* should be transported, 
undcrthedirectkmoftho President ofthe United 
States to Africa. The humane and excellent 
provisions of this Act, characterize the period 
when it was adopted. Among the prominent 
provisions of Congress to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of Africans brought away from their homes 
in this traffic, which is spoken of and believed 
to be odious, is this act of 1819. Considering 
the object embraced within these provisions, the 
statute itself must receive the most liberal and 
generous construction. Those technicalities 
of construction, which pertain to another class 
of acts, do not belong to this act. Those rules 
which govern courts in deciding on penal acts, 
arc to find no place by the side of this statute. 
They must govern no mind employed in carry- 
ing out the noble intentions of the framcrs of 
this law. What is the spirit of that act 1 It is 
to return to the land of their nativity, all such 
Africans as may have been brought from thence 
wrongfully. This being the spirit of that act, I 
stop not in the mere ibrmof legislation. I do 
not wait to consider whether every letter and 
syllable of that act has been followed by the 
officers of thebw. When the spirit of good- 
ness is hovering over us, just descending to 
bless, it is immaterial in what garments \vc arc 
ciad to receive the blessing. 

I do not maintain this construction upon my 
own mere suggestion, but I shall be able to 
show, by a recent determination of (he Su- 
preme Court of the United States, that the 
door has already been opened, ar¥d the passage 
already provided, to send these rncn back to 
their own Africa. That if the aspirations of 
(hi >c unfortunate beings have been heard to 
rise for Sierra Leone, the law of that country. 



construction to that law which wta them (joij 
the 8<l See* oftho Aftl of Mttfdi H MK*i 

is as follows ; 

" That the President nftlw United Siatta 
be and lie is hereby authorised to mafcd such 
regulation and ai ran^cmculs ns lie mity deem 
expedient; for the sale keepings Stup|>otl, and 
removal beyond the limits of the United SUltC&j 
of all socli negroes, mulaflocs, or persona of 
color, as may bo delivered and brought within 
their jurisdiction; and to appoint a proper per- 
son or persons, residing upon tlie coast of Af- 
rica, as agent or agents for receiving the ne- 
groes,*' <sic. &c. 

The '.si Section of the law of 191 S is loft 
still in force, hy the repealing clause of this 
act. Hence we must go to the law of 1B18, 
and connecting it with the Act of 1810, ascer- 
tain whether these Africans are within the spi- 
rit of this supervising rare. 

This Act of 1819, provides " that from and 
alter its passage, it shall not be lawful to im- 
port orhring in any manner WHATEVER* In- 
to the United States, or territories thereof, 
from any foreign kingdom, place, or country,' 
any negro, mulatto or person of color, with 
intent to hold any such negro as a slave, or to 
hold to service or labor any such person." 
(To be continued.) 

NATURAL LAWS. 

Divine wisdom has instituted ccrtnin laws 
requiring man's strict obedience: and in the 
same proportion that we live up to them, or 
depart from them, do we augment our own 
happiness or misery. 
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